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"Arsenal Island's Community Newspaper" 

.... Rock Island, Illinois 

... Get set, and go to Arsenal Island for fun! Last year, 
public events such as the Race for the Cure attracted 
thousands of visitors to the island; this year promises 
to be even busier. Look inside for information on public 
events and attractions at the Arsenal, as well as on the 
upcoming Armed Forces .Day Open House. 



Generali y speaking, most people as­
sociate Arsenal Island with work. 
Employees identify themselves by their 
jobs, while the rest of the community 
considers the impact of the Arsenal on 
the local economy. 

But this installation is not just about 
mission performance and dollars and 
cents. Along with being a good place 
to work, the Arsenal is also a great 
place to come and play. 

Every day, dozens or perhaps hun­
dreds of non-official visitors come 
onto the island. Some visit sites such as 
the RIA Museum, Rock Island Na­
tional Cemetery or the Mississippi 
River Visitors Center; others simply 
·walk, run or bike along the Arsenal's 
paths and roadways. 

Many employees perform the trick 
of turning the island from workplace 
to playground and back again, when 
they walk or run during their lunch 
breaks or after work. Some return on 
the weekend, either alone or with 
their families, for more recreation. 

It's estimated that nearly 500,000 
people visited the Arsenal last year for 
reasons unrelated to work or mission. 
About 29,000 came to participate in 
special events sponsored by commu­
nity organizations; the rest came to visit 
sites such as those listed above. 

Now that the spring is here, the 
Arsenal's special events season has 
begunanew. RockislandArsenalhosts 
a variety of events for a variety of 
groups, as a look at what went on last 
year will show. 

During 1994, RIA was the scene of 
about a dozen competitive and non­
competitive walks and runs, along with 
athletic events such as a summer 
biathlon and a rowing race. _Several 
major businesses and organizations 
used Arsenal recreation facilities for 
their annual picnics. The island was 
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also the site of sports car rallies, a 
Marine Corps band concert, and even 
a defensive driving course. 

The largest special event held here 
in 1994 was Ride the River, when an 
estimated 6,500 people rode across the 
Arsenal as part of the riverfront bike 
tour of the Quad Cities. The Race for 
the Cure, a fund raising run and walk 
for breast cancer research, attracted 
5,200 people, while an employee pic­
nic for Trinity Medical Center drew a 
crowd of 2,600. 

Along with the special events, the 
Arsenal was used for smaller affairs 
such as church picnics, family and class 
reunions, and graduation and anniver­
sary parties. 

In all, RIA hosted nearly 40 special 
events last year, along with a similar 
number of smaller affairs. Nearly ev­
ery group whichputonaspecialevent 
lastyearwillretumin 1995, and some 
new ones have been added to the ros­
ter. This will bring the special event 
total up to around 50. 

Diane Francque of RIA's Commu­
nity and Family Activities Directorate 
serves as the Arsenal's special events 
coordinator. She noted that hosting 
special events helps strengthen the 
bond between RIA and the community 
at large. 

"It's all part of being a good neigh­
bor," she said. "We have nice facilities 
on a beautiful piece of property, so we 
should open up to the public when we 
can." 

Ms. Francque pointed out that spe­
cial events are held on weekends or, in 
a few cases, on weekdays after work, so 
they cause little if any disruption to 
work. Care is also taken to minimize 
any impact on the island's residents. 

The Arsenal has become an espe­
cially attractive place to hold running 
and walking events, _due to its light 
traffic during non-workinghours,safe 
environment and lack of major hills. . 

Races and other functions like these 
Turn to 'Public events,' page 7A 
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• A look at Armed Forces Day _:. page 3A 

• Volunteer talent sought -page 4A 

• Honoraria ban still affects some - page 5A 

The RIA Museum and the 
Mississippi River Visitors 
Center at Lock and Dam 15 
are just two of the sites on 
Arsenal Island which serve 
as public attractions. Last 
year, the Arsenal attracted 
nearly half a million 
unofficial visitors. 

Cost crunch may force major changes at Post Restaurant 
~

R B PAUL LEVESQUE ing and mobile food operations could sign of reversal during the first part of money it takes in. And, like a private 
· M · · Y . be severely curtailed, if not discontin- FY95. business, if it doesn't break even or 
- Target Editor ued entirely. And, as sales go, so goes the Post make a profit, it either has to close or 

The floods in California couldn't 
have come at a worst time for RIA's 
~ost Restaurant, which is engaged in 
its own struggle to keep its head above 
water. 

The Post Restaurant barely made a 
profit during the first quarter of fiscal 
year 1995, and may end the second 
quarter in the red. 

That's bad news for everyone be­
cause, if the Post Restaurant keeps 
losing money, Arsenal Island may lose 
the Post Restaurant. Cafeteria, vend-

JamesZagardoesn'twanttosee that Restaurant. Mr. Zagar noted that, by make some changes." 
happen. As director ofRIA'sDirector- law, the Post Restaurant is entirely a Expenses rose sharply for the fost 
ate of Community and Family non-appropriated fund activity. NAF Restaurant when a series of heavy 
Activities, Mr. Zagar oversees Post activities receive no appropriated rainstorms hit California and devas­
Restaurant operations for the Arsenal. funds (i.e. that money taken from tax tated winter vegetable crops. The 

The data collected for Mr. Zagar on revenue to finance government agen- result w~s higher costs for all food sup­
these operations illustrates the prob- cies) and so must sustain themselves pliers. 
lem. In fiscal year 1994, the number of through the money generated from While the floods are a short-term. 
Post Restaurant "customer counts" - sales to customers. factor, Mr. Zagar pointed to a number 
defined as the number of times "In other words, the Post Res tau- oflong-term factors that have affected 
someone purchased a meal or other rant is just like a private business," the potential profitability of the Post 
item at a cafeteria or other facility - Mr. Zagar explained. "It has to pay for Restaurant. . 
declined by nearly 100,000 when com- its labor, maintenance, utilities, sup- By law, the employees of NAF ac-
pared to FY93. That trend showed no plies and other expenses with the Turn to 'Post Restaurant,' page 6A 






















