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Japan-US Cultural Exchange Project
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The Il Marine Expeditionary Force Band performs at the Japan-U.S. Cultural Excha
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international exchange
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The music continues, the cir-
cle of friendship spins on

nge Project, Chatan, Okinawa, Oct. 1, 2023.

The project, started in 2008 by the Okinawa Defense Bureau, returns for the first time in five years. It aims to promote mutual
understanding and foster trust between residents of municipalities near U.S. military bases and Status of Forces Agreement
personnel, by sharing time, places, and experiences through various exchanges, such as sports, music, and cultural activities.
Related photos on page 5.
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Director's Greeting
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Dear Readers,

| would like to express my gratitude to each
member of our community who has paused to
open an issue of the Big Circle--and that ob-
viously includes YOU. Within this command's
communication office, we learn much about
all the hard work that takes place to perform
the mission here, and we seek to share those
stories. We also see much of the effort that
goes into building strong ties between our
temporary population and our more per-
manent host population, and this magazine
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NOTE: The stories start from
here for English readers. Big
Circle's first page starts based
on the Japanese style.
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hopefully stands as a testament to our unity

and the power of collaboration.

Before we greet the opportunities that 2024 brings, |
invite you to reflect on the achievements that marked the
past year in our unigue community...and looking ahead,
| hope we renew our efforts toward more teamwork and
friendship. Faces come and go with frequency in military
life, while team members from our host nation provide es-
sential continuity, maintaining relationships and integrat-
ing new arrivals into the beautiful fabric of Okinawa.

Wishing you and your loved ones a joyous New Year filled
with health, happiness, and continued success. May the
upcoming months bring fresh challenges, new bonds of
camaraderie, and further milestones to celebrate.

Semper Fidelis,
LtCol. Dan Huvane

Big Circle is
an authorized
publication
of the United
States Marine
Corps. However,
the contents
of Big Circle
are not necessarily official views of,
or endorsed by, the Marine Corps,
U.S. Government, or Department of
Defense. It is published every four
months by Communication Strategy
and Operations, Marine Corps
Installations Pacific. Big Circle is on
the Web at https://www.dvidshub.
net/publication/1184/the-big-circle.

Email subscriptions to this
publication are available online
by subscribing via https://www.
dvidshub.net/publication/1184/
the-big-circle. Subscribers will
receive an e-mail when the latest
issue has been published on the
Web. The publication can be
viewed in PDF format online or
downloaded.

We want your feedback on the Big
Circle magazine! Please take our survey
and let us know what you think by vis-
iting this link: https://bit.ly/201q125
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The accident was a two-car-collision,  able to stop the injured woman’s officers and paramedics at the scene
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traffic on the road until local first instinct for them to get out and help  the country, but also protect their 2%ZLTc REE[ jﬁ)ﬁ\ f 5\( I ;‘g'f %g.; rEBET e HXVYHE E ,‘; % A
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“We just applied what we knew language barrier,” said Buck. Urasoe Police Chief, left, claps as he hands a X g = 475*( b 7% —_—
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“A sergeant (Stewart) was helping Stewart, Cpl. Logan M. Belanger,
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members attended and experienced
the unique presentation.

On Sept. 15, Verret held one of
his presentations at the Camp
Foster Theater. The liveliness of the
theater was due to Verret’s comedic
presentation. Verret has entertained

U.S., with the U.S. at 0.08% (0.8 mg/
ml) and Japan at 0.03% (0.3 mg/ml).
“When people call things out to me,
everybody listens,” said Verret. “So,
they learn the information more.
“Whenever somebody goes to a
different area, a different country

It was different and innovative from
what | had imagined before, but |
think it was a very good lecture.”

Shawn Curtis said this style of training
had a visible impact on the audience.
“We are giving them an opportunity
to learn in a different way.”

Marine responds
to Steve Verret
question during his
talk.
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their roads seriously,” said Shawn which let us gain the most out of the After the presentation, Yoichiro
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to learn English but also broaden
their understanding of their own
surroundings and Japanese culture.
The project has continued for
more than 20 years, and Uruma
City now supports publicity and
transportation.

Background

Okinawa is known to the Japanese
for hosting many U.S. military bases,
and Uruma City is one of the areas
that shares land with the U.S.
Marine Corps.

Although military bases and
neighboring communities are
separated by a fence, a lot of
communities take advantage of
this unique environment. Military
service members often lend their
support to local residents by
participating in cleanups. However,
one of the ever-popular exchanges
between communities is English
classes.

When Ichiro Umehara, the
community relations specialist for
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Umehara thought this could bring the
base and the local community closer
together.

Umehara initiated the Camp
Courtney Summer English Class
in the summer of 2000. His initial
goal was for local children to enjoy
learning English and experience
American culture just a fence away
from their community. However,
his deeper thought was that the
experience of the English class
would go beyond just speaking
English but connect to their
awareness of their surroundings and
future jobs.

“I' was born in the south of
Okinawa where there are no military
bases around, so | didn’t have
much opportunity to be exposed
to English,” said Mika Nago, the
mother of a participating student.
“This kind of learning opportunity
will be an advantage and an
inspiration for them. It doesn’t have
to be all about learning English.

Just by being in contact with other

Maritime Self-Defense Force.

"“If we can make use of what we
already have and help the children
learn, | think it is worthwhile,"
said Shinzato. "It is necessary to
understand the nature of the bases,
so it is important to know why they
exist, and to see and hear what they
will say.”

The program included classroom
sessions, tours of on-base facilities,
and one unique tour which changes
every year with Umehara’s choice.
Every course was to enlighten the
students on the differences between
Japanese and American culture and
lifestyle. Five to 10 Marines were
invited and assigned to groups of
students. Since not all the students
understood English, there were local
college students who supported the
participants with English translation.

The summer English class started
out with an introduction and moved
to discussion among participants in
English. The given topic for discussion
changed every session to ensure 7~

— diverse conversations. They also
rotated the groups or tables once
a subject was done, and mixed the
groups daily.
“It was really nice because we
started to walk around and go
to different groups,” said Lance
Cpl. Trey C. Girard, Headquarters
Battalion, 3rd Marine Division, on
his third day of the class. “We can
teach all the groups different things,
not just our first group, which
is really cool.” However, he also
noticed that although some of the
students started to open up a little
more, some were still shy. Girard
said that he tried to talk to them since
he understood how they felt, as he
used to be shy at one point in his life.
One of the topics included an
explanation of Okinawan food. It
seems simple; however, Umehara
wanted students to use their full
knowledge of the subject matter
and explain it from many aspects,

such as how to make the food, the
ingredients, and nutritional benefits
as well, even if they lacked English

skills.

After the English exchange,
Umehara scheduled lunch at
various locations on Camp
Courtney. He wanted the students
to experience the different types
of eating environments, such as
Tengan Castle for the dining style
restaurant, Bulldogs as the fast-

food restaurant,
and the mess hall
where normally
only service
members were
allowed to eat.
Each afternoon,
the group
ventured out for a
field trip to camp
facilities such

as the library,
gym, commissary

Participants line
up for shoes at the
bowling alley, Aug.
16, 2023.

8B16H. "A—1>y

5 CHlZZITES
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Participants watch
over preparations
for barbecue, Aug.
18, 2023.

8H18H./\—~\F
1—D#fR7% R5F
BEMES,

(grocery store), exchange store
(retail store) and barracks (dorms).

“I was able to experience what
kind of rooms Americans live in
and what kind of food they usually
eat, so | felt a little closer to them
as if we are the same people,” said
Miriya Nakamura, a high school
sophomore.

The class did not miss adding in
some fun. Even though it was

Continued on Page 14 p COURTNEY
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Col. Rich Martin

Akemashite Omedetou Gozaimasu

On behalf of the Marines, Sailors, and
civilians at Camp Hansen, we wish you all
a prosperous and Happy New Year! It's been another great
year for the honored relationship with our local communities,
marked by the return of a busy and productive community
relations calendar. The opportunity for our service members
to interact with and learn from our Okinawan neighbors is one
of the most rewarding aspects of an assignment to Okinawa.
Many of us were able to enjoy the return of the Kin Town,
Ginoza Village, and Onna Village Festivals this year — it was a
pleasure to share with you all the fun and honored traditions
that those events provide.

In March, we opened Camp Hansen’s new gate and bridge,
which has greatly reduced traffic through Kin Town. It wasn't
possible without the help of the Okinawan people and the
construction companies whose expert workmanship brought
the project to life.

| remain extremely grateful to Mayor Nakama, Mayor Toma,
and Mayor Nagahama for their partnership and support, and
proud that we at Camp Hansen can call the people of Okinawa
our friends and neighbors! We look forward to 2024 and the
things we have planned to bring our communities and families
closer together!

Col. William C. Pacatte

Ginowan and Okinawa community.

Looking back at 2023, it was a year of newfound opportunity. The
end of the COVID-19 pandemic ushered in the full transition back to
normalcy, which allowed our communities to open up and celebrate the
culture, customs, and traditions that make life in Okinawa such a unique

and unforgettable experience. For this, we are extremely grateful.

In 2024, we look forward to another year of tremendous opportunity
- both old and new - to build upon our good will and to strengthen
our inseparable bonds. We wish all of you the kindest regards and a

new year full of health, promise, and friendship.

vy 70— — & IHMTFA
Bl Col. Eric A. Meador
& On behalf of the Marines, Sailors, and fami-

and prosperous Happy New Year!

Sergeant Major Lopez and | look forward to continuing the estab-

lished relationships and partnerships with our communities and
neighbors here in Uruma City. We have been impressed by the
sheer beauty and delightfulness of Okinawan people and culture.

Our goal is to strengthen and sustain the partnerships and com-

munity relations with all families here in Okinawa. | look forward
to the next few years working together.
May 2024 bring you all happiness and prosperity.

12 — January 2024

MCAS Futenma z=psigize s

Happy New Year Okinawa! As we celebrate the
coming of 2024, the Marines, Sailors, and civilians
of Marine Corps Air Station Futenma want you to
know that we are all honored and privileged to remain a part of the
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Col. David M. Banning

Year of the Dragon.

foundations of all the hard work in 2023 to
re-establish the relationships and connec-
tions that had been severed during the
COVID-19 years.
From numerous off-base volunteer activities to
cooperative Eisa performances on and off-base, and th
numerous on-base festivals, sharing our cultures with each

but more importantly, how much we have in common.

We look forward to strengthening our existing friendships and building many
new ones this year. Thanks to the great team that we have and the kindness an
generosity of our Okinawan hosts, the Year of the Dragon will be the best year
yet! Kotoshimo, yoroshiku onegai itashimasul!

1§ camp Schwab ++v7.3.77

Al Col.Erick T. Clark

This year the Marines, Sailors and civilians of Camp Schwa
would like to wish our surrounding communities a happy
and joyous New Year. We have enjoyed being part of the
local Friendship Committee for over 60 years, and understand that this would
not be possible without the kind hearts of the local community. As the Camp
Commander, | would like to sincerely thank each and every one of our neighbo
for your kindness, and hope that through our community relations efforts we
are able to bring happiness to you and your families. We are looking forward to
what 2024 brings and hope to welcome you to our Camp even more often.

- Camp Kinser
T X —

Col. Andre M. Ingram

& 9 i 21 = it

" Happy New Year Urasoe, Naha, and Okina-
wal The last year has been very exciting as
we continue to build strong ties with the
ocal communities. In the past year we have welcomed our Japanese
hosts to Camp Kinser for a number of events. The highlight was
Kinser Fest where we enjoyed a record attendance. We've also done
community service clean-up events, one of which was highlighted by
“RyuGin Good News” on Okinawa Television. These types of engage-
ments are what make our relationship strong and enable us to move
forward together to continue to improve our local community.

In the year to come we are excited to engage in exchange programs
with universities and high schools within Okinawa and mainland
Japan, the Morinoko Children’s Center, and the Miyaggiko Children’s
Center. We are also excited about the Tedako Walk in February where
we will again welcome the community to Camp Kinser.

As always, | want to extend a special thank you to Mayor Matsumoto
of Urasoe City. We have developed a valuable relationship that has
continued to grow. | sincerely look forward to future engagements
with both him and his staff as we explore ways to further bring the
Urasoe communities and Camp Kinser closer together.

| wish everyone good fortune and good health in 2024.

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Camp Schwab
Camp Hansen
Camp Courtney
Camp McTureous
Camp Foster
Camp Lester
MCAS Futenma

Camp Kinser
*messages are in no particular order/*y+—JIERETY

Akemashite Omedetou Gozaimasu-
here is to a healthy and prosperous

In 2024, | would hope that we can build on the

other is one of the greatest opportunities that is a part of life on Oki-
nawa. We see not only the areas of uniqueness with each other’s culture,
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JAPAN-US BASKETBALL PLAYERS LEARN DIFFERENC-
ES, STRIVE FOR THE BEST IN FRIENDLY GAMES

In 2023, Okinawa was at the
height of basketball fever. The
Ryukyu Golden Kings won the Japan
Professional Basketball League in
May for the first time since their
foundation in 2007. Shortly after in
August, the FIBA Basketball World
Cup 2023 was held at Okinawa
Arena, home of the Golden Kings,
and Japan qualified for the 2024
Paris Olympics as the number one
team in Asia. There is a myth that
their success lies in people's love of
basketball due to Okinawa's unique
history.

After World War Il in 1945,
Okinawa was under U.S. control
until its reversion to Japan in 1972,
when many U.S. military bases were
built. Since then, the bases have
remained and military personnel
have spent their free time playing
sports, such as Basketball.

It is here where Okinawans
were exposed to “American-
way” basketball and had more
opportunities to see and even play
against Americans in exchange
games. While Japanese crowds
typically show less emotion in
public, Americans express emotions
openly. This may be the reason why
Okinawans are said to be different
from the rest of Japan in the way
they cheer and play in games.

On Aug. 12, 2023, Okinawa 1215
Basketball Club invited four teams,
including one female team, from

A Yokatsu player attempts a shot
against 1215, Aug. 12, 2023. 8812

local junior high schools for its first
Basketball Friendship Tournament
in Okinawa. The tournament at

the Camp Foster Fieldhouse was
planned to promote sportsmanship,
teamwork, and friendship between
Okinawans and on-base players.

The 1215 was founded in 2020
by Harold H. Crawley, Jr., the club
president, with hopes of providing
12 to 15 year-old children of U.S.
military-affiliated personnel in
Okinawa with an opportunity to
improve their skills and techniques,
so they can compete with children
in the U.S. once they return from
their families' Okinawa assignments.
The club runs from February to
September, the off-season for
basketball. The summer season
begins in June, with tryouts in April.
The summer of 2023, the club
selected a team of 25 players: 15
boys and 10 girls.

The invited local teams were
from Yokatsu and Takaesu Jr.

High Schools, both from Uruma
City, and Mashiki Jr. High School
from Ginowan City for boys, and
Minatogawa Jr. High School of
Urasoe City for girls. Some of the
players had exchange matches
before with the 1215 club, but
for some it was their first time
competing against Americans.

“The children were surprised
when they heard the offer for
the first time,” said Ayano Gibo,

the leader of the Takaesu
& team parent association.
| “They were worried if they
could communicate with
American players, but the
language doesn’t matter
in the game, all you do is
hustle.”

Since Gibo herself was
once a basketball player and
played against a base team
in high school, she knew the
physical differences affect
moves such as charging,
| blocking, and covering in a

game. She said that the tournament
would give a good opportunity for
Japanese players to learn.

“We cannot become complacent
just because we're winning this
game, because these other two
teams are in a tight game. They
have good basketball players,”
said Forrest "Chip" Williams, the
father of a 1215 player. “Japanese
basketball teams are very good, very
fast, and very fundamental, and
they do not stop. We have lost to
Japanese teams.”

Williams emphasized that basketball
is a team game. He said that
Japanese teams do not play one-
on-one basketball. They know their
positions, their assignments, and
they run their plays and make good
basketball decisions. He continued
saying that it is a testament to how
disciplined and how fundamentally
sound a lot of the Japanese
basketball teams are. With their
shots, skills and coordination,
their speed, and the ball handling,
“Everybody is a threat.”

However, Williams pointed out
that the 1215 team also came
together as a unit in the past few
months, playing unselfish team
basketball.

“Their (Japanese) pace is different,
they are a lot faster,” said Maurice
Brown, a player on the 1215, who
has been playing basketball for
5 years. “We just have to keep
moving.”

Eitetsu Koura, the teacher in
charge of the Yokatsu team, said,
“The flow of the game is different
and the rules are a little different,
but such things the children can
adjust flexibly; however, the height
and physical strengths are another
story. But even that, to some
children, is the learning experience.
They started to think about
nutrition, like what, how and when
to eat, or effective ways for physical
contact.”
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— substitute teacher for the
Yokatsu team, the exchange match
became their mentor not just for
basketball. The experience from a
game a month prior made some
children realize that studying English
harder is important if they wanted
to communicate with their American
counterparts.

Genki Eguchi, a Yokatsu player,
noted the drastic change in the
1215 play. According to Eguchi,
team members in the 1215 have not
changed since their last close match
in July 2023, but his team lost this
time.

“They have been better in three-
points, rebounds and defenses

before, too, but if we could not beat
them in power, we can switch to a
faster attack. But they were faster
than us today,” said Eguchi.

“Their improvement in technique
of overtaking the opponent in an
instant was amazing, and the rhythm
was unique. Something Japanese
players don’t have, so it was hard for
us to get the timing right.”

Eguchi, a former karate student,

did not start playing basketball until
he was in the sixth grade. He now
wishes to continue playing in high
school, and after competing against
base players, he also thinks that he
would like to play basketball abroad
in the future.

Since becoming an official club
in 2021, the 1215 has traveled
to mainland Japan and Guam in
summer months to compete against
local youth teams. “We keep them
interested in basketball because the
whole goal is to keep them playing
basketball,” said Crawley. This is a
reason the Okinawa 1215 Basketball
Club held the Basketball Friendship
Tournament in Okinawa.

All the victories went to the 1215
club; 87-32 against Takaesu, 82-
14 against Mashiki, 69-41 against
Yokatsu, and the close game of the
day, with the girls’ 27-26 against
Minatogawa.

Story and Photos by Yoshie Makiyama
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A 1215 player attempts a shot against Takaesu,
Aug. 12, 2023. 8B 12H. & TNEC/a— &3] D
1215285,
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room full of participants. According

specialists from MCIPAC, MCCS, and
U.S. Army, along with USMC Civilian
Human Resource officers and

Labor Management Organization
personnel. Five observers from the
Okinawa Defense Bureau, the legal
employer of Japanese workers, also

U.S. side does not understand the
concerns that Japanese employees

and the way they exchanged their
opinions were fruitful. The way
personnel from CHRO responded
immediately made me realize that
they have a high level of knowledge."

Follow-up

Story and Photo by Yoshie Makiyam
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Participants from eight Japanese broadcasters receive an overview
of the Marine Corps Air Station Futenma during a tour of the base,
Aug. 25, 2023.

202358250 BB E REMZ EMRER C A E M DMERZ =
V32 BARDBER 8 (O S DEIIED.

A group of managers from eight
Japanese broadcasting companies
visited Marine Corps Air Station
Futenma, Aug. 25, 2023. The twelve
participants from across the country
learned about the current security
environment surrounding Okinawa
from the perspective of Japan's ally,
the United States.

Okinawa is a location of interest
for Japanese media because of its
concentration of U.S. military bases
on the island. Among the bases in
Okinawa, MCAS Futenma has often
made headlines in the Japanese
media due to its future relocation.

Participating media outlets
were: Tokyo Broadcasting System
Television, Inc.; Radio Kyushu
Broadcasting/Mainichi Broadcasting
Corporation; Nagasaki Broadcasting
Company; Radio Kumamoto
Kabushiki Kaisha/Kumamoto
Broadcasting Co., Ltd.; Oita
Broadcasting System, Inc.; Miyazaki
Radio and Television/Miyazaki
Broadcasting Co., Ltd.; Minami
Nippon Broadcasting Co., Ltd.; and
Ryukyu Broadcasting Corporation.
They all belong to the Japan News
Network, which was formed by
Japanese commercial broadcasting
companies with TBS Television as its
key station.

The JNN routinely holds the
two-day news managers’ meeting
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JP BROADCASTING GROUP EXPERIENCE
'SEEING IS BELIEVING AT MCAS FUTENMA

T

among four

blocks: Hokkaido-
Tohoku (northern)
region, Chubu
(central) region,
Kinki-ChuShikoku
(western) region,
and Kyushu-Okinawa
(southern) region,
twice a year. They
gather to discuss
issues each region
faces regarding
news reporting and
broadcasting. This
time was RBC's turn,
and the meeting was
held for the first time in six years in
Okinawa.

“As a news organization, we
naturally report on emergencies,”
said Mariko Arai, TBS editorial
manager. “We wanted to visit the
U.S. military bases that protect key
points in such cases, and hear what
kind of preparations and assumptions
the U.S. military has in place.”

At the beginning of the brief,

Col. William C. Pacatte, camp
commander for MCAS Futenma,
introduced himself to the group by
his call sign “Spam,” which made
the participants laugh. “Everybody's
here to learn some facts and what
we do here at Futenma. So, you
definitely came to the right place.”

During the brief overview of
Futenma’s functions, Pacatte told
the group that the air station’s
existence is relevant due to the
strategically and operationally
appropriate time in the current
world situation. As he showed the
introduction slide with a picture of
aircraft — including the UH-1Y, the

Participants
tour around the
CH-53E Super
Stallion, a heavy
lift helicopter.
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“It has been 70 some years since
the end of the war and Americans

Continued on Page 4 P FUTENMA

Okinawa's popular tourist spot becomes a place for international exchange
HREDN s, FEBE S ADIZIC

IIl Marine Expeditionary Force Band and U.S.
Forces in Okinawa eisa group participate in
Japan-U.S. Cultural Exchange Project
EIBTREBETERELITPAREL A —HD
BAXUEZRRT AT Ty MMTB

Participants take notes during briefs in the CH-
53E helicopter. CH-53ER—/\—XZ A AT
FEAD A EZ EDEMEDS,

Service members and participants burst with
smiles at the Japan-U.S. Cultural Exchange
Project, Oct. 1, 2023.
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Participants take pictures of the base during a bus tour.
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FUTENMA P Continued from Page 6

have been stationed in Okinawa
for a long time,” said Arai. “It's
not just an issue between the U.S.
and Okinawa, as long as they are
in an alliance; their presence can
be helpful, and if the alliance is
dissolved, it can be troubling.

“It's a difficult dilemma. It is
difficult because | don't think it can
be solved simply by opposing and
dissolving the alliance. There is also
the difficulty of reporting such a
point, but | try to be as unbiased as
possible,” continued Arai.

During the question-and-answer
session of the briefing, participants
asked if the number of MV-22
Ospreys has changed since it
deployed in 2012, as well as the
number of service members. Pacatte
replied that the number of Ospreys
on Futenma varies, depending
on the maintenance cycle and
temporary fly-ins, and an average
number of 3,200 service members
that fluctuates based on what units
are deployed on Unit Deployment
Program, where units rotate in and
out for six-month intervals.

The last part of the brief was about
the air station’s value in terms
of strategic alignment, tactical
advantage, allies and partners, and
stand-in forces. A quick look at
DPRI's overall plan of returning sites,
FRF schedule, and the headlines
and news feeds related to MCAS
Futenma that hit the paper were
also presented.

Pacatte emphasized the importance
of maintaining good relationships
with the Okinawa communities, and
said they take every opportunity
to show their resolve. “One of
the concepts or principles is

4 — January 2024

transparency,” said
Pacatte. “And mutual
understanding.”

After an hour-long
b brief, the group took a
bus tour to the airfield.

I A Marine pilot escorted
them to a CH-53E Super
Stallion helicopter,

the primary heavy lift
helicopter on MCAS
Futenma, and showed them inside.

“l knew it was about the base tour,
but | never imagined that | could
actually see inside of a helicopter
or go to the base runway,” said
Mitsuhiro Nakashima of Nagasaki
Broadcasting Company. “Even
though being from Nagasaki, where
the U.S. Commander Fleet Activities
Sasebo resides, it’s hard to enter
the base, so it was really a good
experience for me to learn what
kind of problems Futenma faces,
and what kind of role it plays on
the front line in Okinawa, where
the Taiwan contingency and various
other issues are currently being
discussed.”

During the tour on base, the group
had a chance to see the older facility
buildings from the 50s as well as
older barracks and aircraft hangers.
According to Pacatte, one of the
main challenges as base commander
is keeping those facilities up and
operational.

“When FRF started, the U.S.
stopped investing in infrastructure
improvement in Futenma,” said
Pacatte. “It went back about 10
years, then with FRF's long term
delay, a lot of them try to catch back
up.” He wanted to show the group
what 10 years of neglect does to a
building if time allowed.

“All the construction here is just
trying to keep us going until FRF can
be completed,” explained Pacatte.

Pacatte also walked through some
of the land transactions. Ginowan
City route 11 right outside the
fence line was created to ease the
congestion of the existing route
330. Futenma moved the fence line
inwards, and the road opened in
2020, as facilitated by the return of

land to the government of Japan.

There are also joint uses of the
area, such as those used by local
farmers. According to Pacatte, it is
a win-win scenario: The land not
being used was given back after they
received a proposal of the use of the
land from the city and organizations.
Pacatte explained this to the group
while passing through a second gate
further inward to the base from
the original gate, which is left for
farmers’ easy access to their fields.

“I see that they are really thinking
about Japan and the people of
Okinawa, and making various
adjustments,” said Nakashima.
“Until | came here, | didn't really
understand that they were doing
this in a coordinated manner, while
still thinking properly about their
role in this way.

“The return of the land will
eventually come, but | didn’t know
until | came here that they were
making concessions little by little
like this,” Nakashima continued.

Pacatte said that he gave the
visitors everything he could, and
answered as many questions as
he could answer. He noted the
importance of Futenma air station is
to the Japan and U.S. alliance, and
in order to support that alliance, it
is important to stay in tune with the
strategic environment. “We have to
keep Futenma going until we have a
viable replacement.”

“I' had never been inside the base
before, so | wondered how big and
how amazing the equipment and
facilities are,” said Shigeki Sato,
digital editorial manager from TBS.
“It is big, but | was a little surprised
to find that the facilities were quite
old. | thought they would be full of
shiny new things, but that was not
the case.

“However, | could sense that
service members were working
earnestly while thinking hard. | was
a little moved by the commander’s
very sincere answer,” continued
Sato. “As they say in Japan,
‘Hyakubun wa, ikken ni shikazu,” you
have to see it to believe it.”

Story and Photos by Yoshie Makiyama

Participants from eight Japanese broadcasters introduce themselves before a briefing at

the Marine Corps Air Station Futenma during their visit, Aug. 25, 2023. 2023%8H25H.
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Futenma Air Station.
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The next generation of U.S. and Japan continue their friendship through music. A short story about the circle of
exchange that started with a single opportunity. For past related photo, see page 21 of September 2023 Big Circle
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The music continues, the
circle of friendship spins on

People refer to music as not having borders or that
music is a universal language. On Nov. 19, 2023, Stella
Grimmer, an eighth grader from Lester Middle School,
said, “We may not speak the same language but the
music brings us together.” Grimmer’s statement was
made at a concert that Mashiki Junior High School brass
band hosted in the Mashiki Junior High School gym,
Ginowan City, where Lester music students were invited
to perform together.

According to Robert Roth, the Lester Middle School
music teacher, Japanese students initiated it and invited
them in return for the joint concert which was held at
Lester in May, 2023.

Earlier in 2023, Asako Ishimura, a community relations
specialist of Government and External Affairs, Marine
Corps Installations Pacific, coordinated a performance
with Lester Middle School for the Friendship Music
Festival, inviting the Ill Marine Expeditionary Force
Band, the Japan Ground Self-Defense Force 15th Band,
and the Mashiki Junior High School band.

“We didn’t speak English well, but we were able to
unite our hearts through music and had fun performing
with the same feeling,” said Hinata Arakaki, the Mashiki
band captain, recalling the May performance. “Since
then, we have longed to do it again.”

At the concert, Mashiki played nine songs, including
three with the Lester Middle School band, and the
audience of both Mashiki and Lester school parents
applauded loudly.

“We practiced very well, and we all put enough time
into ourselves,” said Andrei Francheska De Leon, a
Lester seventh grader. “We had a very big expectation
and | think all of us exceeded that.” She
showed her excitement in performing with
the Japanese band, since last time in May
she was still a sixth grader and could not
participate.

Although there was not much time for
exchange, Arakaki was happy to have
had brief conversations with the Lester
students at the farewell. “It is rare to have
such an opportunity, so | hope the younger
members continue to do this (the exchange
concert) in the future.” She hoped that
eventually they would become closer and
deepen their relationship.

Story by Yoshie Makiyama
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Col. Erick T. Clark, camp commander for Camp Schwab, second from right, his wife Jean, right, and other members from the

United States Marine Corps in Okinawa, hand out bags of snacks for participation to Henoko residents as part of a competition at
a newly built athletic field in Henoko, Nago, Okinawa, Oct. 5, 2023.

The sports day began 50 years ago and was resumed for the first time after the COVID-19 pandemic. Camp Schwab has been part
of the event as Henoko's 11th residential section.
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