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Iron Fist 25 Okinoerabujima Static Display

U.S. Marines from the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit, along with soldiers
from the Japan Ground Self-Defense Force, participated in a static display
during Iron Fist 25 on Feb. 24, 2025, at Okinoerabujima, Kagoshima, Japan.
This annual bilateral exercise aims to enhance interoperability and reinforce
partnerships among the U.S. Marine Corps, U.S. Navy and JGSDE.

(Photo by Cpl. Angel Diaz Montes De Oca)
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Sy U.S. Marines and Japan Ground Self-Defense Force personnel prepare to attach a sling during the Iron Fist 25 exercise at Camp Hansen, Okinawa, on Feb. 22, 2025.
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U.S. MARINES LIFT JGSDF TACTICAL VEHICLE
Story and photo by Lance Cpl. Raul Sotovilla / Japanese translation by Anri Itoh

.S. Marines and Sailors with Combat

Logistics Battalion (CLB) 31, 31st Marine
Expeditionary Unit (MEU), conduct helicopter
support team operations with members of the
Japan Ground Self-Defense Force (JGSDF)
during Iron Fist (IF) 25, at Kin Blue Beach

Training Area, Okinawa, Japan, from Feb. 22-23.

External lifts enable troops to receive a resupply
when provisions are running low. Helicopter
support team operations provide food, water,
ammunition, and even insert tactical vehicles
to locations where the terrain would normally
impede the acquirement of these resources.

“During this operation we trained side-by-
side with the JGSDF, doing everything ranging
from safety procedures to the actual lift,” said
Sgt. Daniel Lopez, landing support operations
chief with CLB 31. “We're using a crawl, walk,
run training method to ensure everyone works
cohesively”

Iron Fist is an annual exercise designed to
increase interoperability and strengthen the
relationship between the U.S. Marine Corps,
the U.S. Navy, the Japan Ground Self-Defense
Force, the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force,
and Japan Air Self-Defense Force. During this
training, CLB 31 landing support Marines and

JGSDF members worked alongside each other,
practicing and executing a lift on their tactical
vehicle.

“Having the opportunity to rig and prepare a
JGSDF tactical vehicle for an external lift was a
once in a lifetime experience,” said U.S. Marine
Corps Sgt. Arturo Juarez-Lopez, a landing
support platoon sergeant with CLB 31. “We have
plenty of experience lifting our own vehicles and
lifting a Japanese tactical vehicle was a change of
pace.

U.S. Marines with CLB 31 rehearsed external lift
with the JGSDF during training iterations, culmi-
nating with the lift of a JGSDF tactical vehicle by
U.S. Marines for the first time.

“Being able to operate with the JGSDF has been
an invigorating learning experience,” said Lance
Cpl. Sebastian Marin, a landing support Marine
with CLB 31. “Exchanging different knowledge
and gaining new perspectives while working with
the JGSDF is a breath of fresh air”

U.S. Marines with the 31st MEU continue to
train alongside Japanese forces during the re-
mainder of IF 25 to help strengthen interopera-
bility and maintain a strong partnership that is
ready to respond to any challenge.
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U.S. Marines and U.S. Navy corpsmen with Combat Logistics Battalion 31, 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit, exchanged a fist bump during an external lift exercise.
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U.S. Marines from the 9th Engineer Support Battalion, part of the 3rd Marine Logistics Group within the IIT Marine
Expeditionary Force, along with members of the Japan Ground Self-Defense Force from the 2nd Shore Underwater

Obstacle Disposal Unit and the Amphibious Rapid Deployment Brigade, conducted a simulated patrol exercise. .
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Text by Anri Itoh
Photo by Staft Sgt. Maximiliano Rosas

arine Corps Community Services Okinawa
Mcelebrated its annual Camp Courtney
Festival on Oct. 26, 2024. The event attracted
about 7,000 guests, including local residents,
military personnel and their families. Guests
experienced a live performance by country
music artist Cooper Alan and participated
in games, rock climbing and other activities.
Marine Corps bases throughout Okinawa
regularly host events open to the public to
strengthen ties with the local community and
support the U.S.-Japan alliance.

A A guest, right, selects a prize after winning a game.
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A US. Marines with the 3rd Marine Division pose with guests in front of a
Joint Light Tactical Vehicle.
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A A crowd gathered for a live performance by country music artist Cooper Alan.
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JIST MEU MARINES
awarded for heroic actions

TANDE—H—

U.S. Marines with Marine Medium Tiltrotor Squadron 262 (Reinforced), 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit,
pose for a group photo in front of a UH-1Y Venom helicopter during an award ceremony at
Marine Corps Air Station Futenma, Nov. 6, 2024. (Photo by Cpl. Angel Diaz Montes De Oca)
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31ST MEU
MARINES

Story by Cpl. Osmar Gutierrez
Photo by Cpl. Angel Diaz Montes De Oca
Japanese translation: Aya Ichihashi

he beaches of Okinawa are

a peaceful escape for both
locals and service members
stationed on the island. The
high temperatures, clear skies
and gentle breezes create the
perfect conditions to enjoy
a day off work swimming in
the clear, turquoise waters
surrounding the island.

A group of U.S. Marines, with
Marine Medium Tiltrotor
Squadron 262 (Rein.), 31st
Marine Expeditionary Unit,
took advantage of these
conditions and decided to
spend a Saturday afternoon
snorkeling around Cape Zanpa,
a more advanced dive spot
characterized by steep cliffs,
crevices and rocky shorelines
formed from the constant
crashing of waves.

As the sea condition worsened
and the sun began to set, the
Marines decided to pack up for
the day and depart the area.
After spending hours in the
water, they made their way up
a clift to change and noticed

a man and woman walk past
them, making their way into
the water.

U.S. Marine Corps Lance Cpl.
Jared Beachy, a Texas native and
a flight line mechanic, was near
the edge looking out over the
water and noticed the couple
swimming below. Thinking
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AWARDED FOR HEROIC ACTIONS
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U.S. Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Jared Beachy, right, a crew chief with Marine Medium Tiltrotor
Squadron 262 (Reinforced), 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit, received a Navy and Marine Corps
Commendation Medal at Marine Corps Air Station Futenma on Nov. 6, 2024.
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nothing of it, he turned around
and rejoined his group.

Suddenly, the Marines heard
yelling.“It didn’t sound right,”
said U.S. Marine Corps

Cpl. Robert Escamilla, a
Texas native and a UH-1Y
Venom helicopter crew chief.
“Something sounded weird.
You can usually tell when
something is a little offin a
situation, and that kind of
triggered something in our
heads into doing a little more
investigation before we left.”

They made their way to the
edge off the cliff where they
had a clear view of the water
below and noticed that the man
was standing alone, absent of
the woman who accompanied

him. The man kept screaming.
Without hesitating, the Marines
jumped into action.

“We didn’t even come up
with a common agreement
to help,” said U.S. Marine
Corps Cpl. Scott Detar, a Mo.
native and a UH-1Y Venom
helicopter crew chief. “We
were automatically engaged.”

Four of the Marines headed
down to the edge of the water
to help look for the woman.
When they could not find her
from the shoreline, three of
the Marines decided to jump
into the water to expand their
search.

“We were scanning the
rock and cliff side from the

water while the other guys
were giving us overlook and
directions from the top of
the cliff;” said U.S. Marine
Corps Cpl. Joshua Stevens,

a Pa. native and a UH-1Y
Venom helicopter crew chief.
“We were all super tired and
drained at this point because
we had been swimming for
about four hours already. But
the adrenaline kicked in and
it was a matter of it being a
real serious situation. I didn’t
know if I would be recovering
a body or looking for someone
who was banged up and we
wouldn’t be able to carry her
back. There was a lot going
through my mind but all I
knew was that I was in the
position to help and I wanted
to help in any way I could.”

After swimming north
approximately 100 meters from
the shore, Beachy found the
woman. She had been carried
away by the current and was
getting thrown into the base
of a rocky promontory by
powerful waves. They swam to
her and immediately started
tending to the injured woman
in the shallow water.

“We did a medical assessment
over her,” said Stevens. “Her
knee was hurting and she had
light bruises and scratches
but the biggest thing was that
she was in shock and couldn’t
stand up on her own.”

Stevens and Beachy took the
woman under their arms and
proceeded to carry her back
to safety. Cpl. Theron Dubay, a
Mich. native and a helicopter
airframe mechanic, gathered
the other’s gear, including the

womans, and swam ahead
of them to provide guidance
on the best path to carry the
woman back to safety.

“We walked with her
alongside the rock face,”

said Stevens. “We probably
traveled about half a
kilometer, getting hit by the
waves, going from a depth of
three feet to over six feet. We
would fall but we would push
her up so she was above the
water and we would continue.
Dubay would tell us to brace
whenever a wave was coming
so we wouldn’t get slammed
against the rocks.”

From atop the hill, the other
Marines were able to see that
the woman was safe and on her
way back toward them. At once,
they started the descent down
the path towards the water.

“I was very relieved,” said Cpl.
William Ore, a Nev. native and
a flight line mechanic. “The
first thing I did when I saw
they were bringing her back
was to go down and warn the
man that ... the others were
bringing her back.”

The Marines continued to

take care of the woman who
remained in shock. They gave
her water and continued to
reassess her condition while
they waited for local emergency
medical services.

The Marines transferred care of
the woman to local emergency
services upon their arrival but
stayed at the location to recount
what had occurred while the
woman recovered from the
intense situation.

This incident highlights not
only the unpredictable power of
nature but also the importance
of building positive relationships
with the local community as
representatives of the United
States. In places like Okinawa,
where residents and service
members share the island,
fostering trust and readiness can
make a significant difference in
times of need.

“Us representing ourselves as
Americans and Marines is the
most important thing that we
have,” said Stevens. I didn’t join
the military to have a good time,
I joined to protect and serve;

to serve my country and the
partners that America has and
that includes the people of those
countries as well. Us respecting,
understanding and taking care
of the people around us, whether
it’s our country or not, is the
standard that Marines should
instill and carry”

Each Marine was recognized
appropriately on November 06,
2024, for the crucial role they
played that day. The decisive
actions carried out by the seven
Marines not only saved a life,
but demonstrated the Marines’
commitment to the local
community, even when oft-duty.
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Medium Tiltrotor Squadron
262 (Rein.), 31st Marine

Expeditionary Unit
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U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. Theron
Dubay, a helicopter airframe
mechanic with Marine Medium
Tiltrotor Squadron 262 (Rein.), 31st
Marine Expeditionary Unit
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Length of- Serv1ce Award Ceremony 2024

Text by Anri Itoh / Photos by Lance Cpl. Brody Robertson

A US. service members and Japanese officials sat in anticipation of the ceremony. REZTVEIER . BE T KENRUVBABITOBMZRETS.

hile driving through Okinawa, you may

notice military security fences along the
roads that mark the separation between two
communities. However, these barriers are only
superficial. What is not visible are the deeper
connections that flourish beyond them. These
ties are formed by coworkers, families and
neighbors who all contribute to the vibrant and
shared life in Okinawa.

Since the signing of the Mutual Security
Treaty in 1951, Japanese personnel and U.S.
service members have worked side by side. Their
ongoing partnership reflects a legacy of more
than 70 years and represents the strength of the
U.S.-Japan alliance.

Japanese nationals employed by the Ministry
of Defense play a critical role in the daily
operations of U.S. Forces Japan (USF]) facilities
across the country. These locations range from
Aomori Prefecture in the north to Okinawa
Prefecture in the south.

The Okinawa Defense Bureau, one of the
ministry’s regional branches, reports that
approximately 26,000 Japanese personnel work
at U.S. Forces Japan facilities throughout the
country. About 9,000 of them are employed in
Okinawa.

These employees perform essential duties
in a wide variety of roles. Their work includes
maintenance and construction, security positions

BIG CIRCLE

such as guards and firefighters, food service, and
administrative support. Each of these roles is
critical to the success of daily operations.

In 2024, more than 700 Japanese employees
were recognized at the Length-of-Service Award
Ceremony, held Oct. 10 at Okinawa Civic Hall.
This annual event is hosted jointly by U.S. and
Japanese officials and honors employees who
have reached service milestones of 10, 20, 30 and
40 years at USFJ facilities in Okinawa.

Attendees included Shinya Ito, director
general of the Okinawa Defense Bureau, and
U.S. Marine Corps Col. Karin Fitzgerald, deputy
commander of Marine Corps Installations
Pacific. Commanding officers from all U.S.
military branches, representatives from the Army
and Air Force Exchange Service, and families of
award recipients also attended the event.

“It was an honor to present the length-
of-service awards to so many incredible and
dedicated individuals,” expressed Col. Fitzgerald.

“Our MLCs and IHAs have made extraordinary
contributions to MCIPAC and the alliance. Their
hard work is truly worthy of recognition.”

Events like this help build a sense of belonging
and pride. They remind us that the U.S.-Japan
alliance is not only maintained through formal
agreements but also through everyday acts of
service, cooperation and friendship.
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Award recipients and U.S. Marine
Corps Col. Karin Fitzgerald, right,
deputy commander of Marine Corps
Installations Pacific, posed for a group
photo.
REANMCIPACEIFIRE') -
TAvYITZIIFKIE(BER) EH
SRR EIT D,
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2024 Length-of-Service Award Recipients PHO6FE (2024 FE) HEERND ‘
KFEHERRIERERE OBREE
40 years: 20 employees 5
30 years: 352 employees 40FRE 2045 -
20 years: 264 employees 30KE 3524 .
10 years: 98 employees 205FKRE 264 4 =
Total: 734 employees 10 E?—_éﬂf 98 & :
ait 734 % =
(According to the Okinawa Defense Bureau’s public relations e
newsletter Haisai, Volume 201, the award recipients are Japanese (LR AIEHE SRR EV I L E201 20 L3 HEERN
personnel working on U.S. military installations in Okinawa KEEMCE<KARAAREENDSZTEDANHERLTL\D,)

Prefecture.)

é’
f

A US. military personnel, along with award recipients and their =~ A U.S. Navy Capt. Patrick Dziekan, former commanding officer of
families, gathered to celebrate the Length-of-Service Award Commander, Fleet Activities Okinawa, posed for a group photo.
Ceremony. [BETKBEEREHRTED/\N)YD-I—hUKtkE
KEFERE T REBEETORKE IS OKEHRER EEICERmFEET D,

ERZEMOZHICEF D,

SPOTLIGHT

NAOSHI GA

A Japanese personnel from the Marine Corps installations gather at a booth during the award ceremony. tt EI
REA TT—RICRISBREOBEFEANBRETZS,
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BEHIND THE LENS:

Journey through 38 Years of Service

Naoshi Higa is a seasoned
photographer who has

dedicated 38 years of service to
the United States Marine Corps
as a master labor contract
employee. He currently works
at the U.S. Marine Corps
Installations Pacific, Combat
Visual Information Center
(CVIC), formerly known

as Combat Camera, located

on Camp Foster, in Chatan,
Okinawa Prefecture, Japan.

Higa specializes in providing
official/command board
photos and promotion photos
for Marines and Sailors.
These promotional photos

are essential for the official
military personnel file, which
documents a service member’s
career in the military and
must adhere to strict USMC
guidelines. The photographs
play a vital role in the service
member’s promotion process.

How did you begin your
career working with USMC?

“I never thought that my
passion for photography in
high school would lead to

a rewarding career,” Higa
reflects. It all began when a
friend informed him about a
job opening for a photography
technician position at the U.S.
military base. Motivated by
this opportunity, he decided to
apply. Higa successfully secured
a position as a photography
technician at the Combat

BIG CIRCLE

Camera on Camp Foster.
In the mid-1980s, Japan
experienced a remarkable

Higa completes the final wash for film
development using water stored outside due to
the water outage on Camp Foster

(Photo Source: Naoshi Higa)

Fv T T RY—THIKB, BADETK
ZHAUTCEERBEROKEVETOL
BETA. (BEHH: thEH)

economic boom, often referred
to as the “bubble economy;”
characterized by soaring real
estate and stock market values.
During this period, many of
Higa’s friends encouraged him
to seek employment off base,
where salaries were significant-
ly higher. However, Higa chose
to remain in his position on
base. Ultimately, this decision
proved beneficial, as working
on base became more advanta-
geous when Japan’s economic
bubble burst in the early 1990s.
Higa expanded his skill set,
transitioning from developing
photographs to capturing them.

Text by Anri Itoh

How do you help a customer
feel comfortable in front of
the camera?

“When I feel nervous,
customers can pick up on that
energy. So, I make an effort

to stay calm and try to create

a welcoming atmosphere by
greeting each person with

a smile as they enter the

photo studio,” Higa said. “If a
customer appears tense, their
initial photo may reflect that
stiffness. However, once I share
the image with them, it often
helps them relax and feel more
comfortable, resulting in more
natural photos in later shots”

How to do you handle an
unsatisfied customer?

Higa tries to understand the
customer’s specific concerns
regarding a photograph.

This process involves asking
pertinent questions; if
necessary, he offers options for
retaking photos.

“I took more than 20 retakes for
one customer, even when the
differences in the photos were
barely noticeable,” Higa said.
His commitment to customer
satisfaction remains
unwavering. Throughout his
career, Higa has welcomed
numerous military personnel
and Japanese employees.
Despite the constant changes,
his friendly demeanor remains
consistent as he embraces new
customers and their unique
stories.
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RIPEDERDT D,
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BEIBEADFEICEEERE
EZEZRZLTWVD,
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Is there any advice you would
like to share with the next
generation or anyone interested

in photography?

“At the beginning of my
career, I did not receive formal
training. Instead, I developed
my skills through trial and
error, Higa said. “Even before
capturing a photograph, it

is crucial to understand the
client’s needs. The images

we create serve as a visual
representation of their identity
and values. My advice is to
maintain a calm demeanor.

If the photographer appears
anxious, it does not foster a
calming environment for the
clients, which will inevitably
be reflected in the final image”
Transitioning from analog

to digital photography using
industry-leading software such
as Photoshop was a challenging
endeavor. However, with
determination and support
from colleagues, Higa has
successfully mastered these
tools.

Higa accepts his certificate of achievement and receives a handshake from the Combat Camera

Director. (Photo source: Naoshi Higa)

Fv T IARY—T. ANV AXSOFRR(EEL) EHICEREF OHEESA(ER)
EEDREEENE S/ EITI. FERMt tEE

Is there anything you would
like to add?

“Higa smiles as he says, ‘I
genuinely cherish and am
grateful for all the incredible
individuals who have
supported me throughout

my journey, including my
coworkers and customers. Your
encouragement and support
mean the world to me—thank
you!”

“‘Scciné_ c\/crv}ono)é <mile 1¢ the

5rca+c§

reward," ¢ayg Higa.

Higa and colleagues stand alongside the Combat Camera Director displaying their certificates of
achievement at Camp Foster. (Photo source: Naoshi Higa)
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Higa poses with colleagues at a Combat Camera hosted picnic, back row, left.
(Photo source: Naoshi Higa)
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The rooftop of Building 13, lower left corner, shows the former Combat Camera location
(now demolished) where Higa worked. Marine Corps headquarters at Camp Foster appears
in the background. (Photo: CVIC)

FHEIFLEESADEHEL TW=O/Ny bAXS O GREIFIRVIES
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CAMP FOSTER
PHOTO STUDID

Combeat Visual Information
Center (CVIC)
Bldg 478

Phone: 645-2533 or 645-2227
(No appointments, walk-in only)

Studio hours:
Mon-Wed & Fri 0730 — 1100, 1300 — 1600
Thurs 0730 - 1045
Closed on Thursday afternoons

Additional information

Official height and weight
verification letter

U.S. Marine Corps
Uniform Regulations

MILITARY TERM SU#!)—HEE

Huddle

ANV

[Huddle(/A\RJIV) JEIX . TEGIDEKRTT . ERPRAR—VYDFTCLLENONET,

The term "huddle” refers to gathering closely in a group. It’s commonly used in

the military and sports settings.
Lyy NT 7 £E=—Z2J MR

Example: Let’s have a morning huddle!

Let’s use it today!

= AL Z IR T | ]

BIG CIRCLE

21



ﬂ ‘«LP [ Y

GRAPHIC ART THEME 7574927 —bD5—<

22

Photo by: Naoshi Higa
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Graphics by Cpl. Vivian Linwu D191 7>-U>D—{hER{EHE

Cpl.Vivian Linwu

A\ \Y
J49472 -V —AK
Cpl. Linwu is a native of Puerto Rico and serves as a combat graphic specialist

within Communication Strategy & Operations (COMMSTRAT) at Marine Corps
Installations Pacific (MCIPAC) in Okinawa, Japan.

TIIVR)I(PAUADERB) EED VU—ERIE. B
BEEFAREFEM(MCIPAC) C. 31 -5 —3 VEES - {Fi%
(COMMSTRAT) D¥RIT ST 1 v oEFRELTEFEL TS,

What does Father’s Day mean to you?
HRTICEDTIRODHEHIERK?
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)
[
A ¥
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o hoe o soecel
Aoy Cor Yy dad e
Cor b &

LCpl. Skylia Waters-Hewitt Mr. Takeru Ishikawa
Combat Graphic Specialist Building Manager, Bldg. 1, Camp Foster
Marine Corps Installations Pacific Marine Corps Installations Pacific
ANA)T7 - Ix—9—X-ba—1vb tFE AIESA
BRI 571 v OBMR BB FE B BER
R AT F A MR R—I v —
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RBERDTIFEZELEADE V) RICEHT DI TERHTI, |

Happl/] Fathers Dav] to all the fathers and father ﬁgvrcc,’
IRTOREEBERXBERDYDAR . ROESHTEDITIVET,
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