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sets sail in okinawa
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_.ﬁ = A sabani (traditional wooden fishing boat) rests on the
" Dbeach before a race in Kin Town, June 1. Cal
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Local team poses before race.
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he rhythmic beat of drums signals the start of

haarii (boat race) season in Okinawa. Teams
row sabani, traditional wooden fishing boats, in races
honoring the island’s maritime tradition. On June 1,
30 teams, including three from Marine Corps Base
Camp Hansen, participated in the 3rd KIN Sunrise
Beach Haarii Tournament in Kin Town. Throughout
the season, Marines and their families take part in
haarii, strengthening community bonds through this
centuries-old tradition.
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U.S. Marines with 3rd Intelligence Battalion, Il Marine
Expeditionary Force pose in a group photo.
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International women'’s team poses by boat.
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Paddles Up!

Dragon Boat Dreams in Germany

Story and photo by Anri Itoh

Morihide Ota, 57, a Japanese police liaison
at Camp Foster’s Provost Marshal’s Office,
competed for the first time as a member of the Japanese
national team in the 17th World Dragon Boat Racing
Championships, held July 14-20 in Brandenburg,
Germany.

Ota began his career at Camp Foster in 1994
as a security guard and transferred to his current
position two years later. He now serves as a vital link
between Japanese police and the U.S. Marine Corps
in Okinawa.

“The great thing about working as a base employee
is that I can finish my work on time and actually use
my paid leave,” he said. “Once I’'m off the clock, I
have time to enjoy my hobbies. It’s a perfect fit for
me.”

Off-duty, Ota is an avid sportsman. He belongs
to Gunners, a haarii team, and Okinawa Ryushu,
a dragon boat team that won the senior division
250-meter race at Lake Biwa in Shiga Prefecture last
September. That victory earned the team a spot at the
world championships.

To compete internationally, a new team, Okinawa
Roryu, was formed by combining members of
Okinawa Ryushu with other athletes outside
the team. The team trained four times a week in
Tomigusuku, with members commuting from across
the island, from Nago to Itoman. Okinawa Roryu
was the first Okinawan team to compete in the world
championships, which drew participants from 33
countries. The team represented Japan in the Senior A
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Okinawa Roryu
World Championship Results:

2,000 m: 11th place (10:17)
500 m: Did not rank (2:19)
200 m: 8th place (0:53)
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Morihide Ota poses next to a large criminal investigator badge
plaque at Camp Foster Provost Marshal’s Office building.
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category (40 years and older), alongside teams from
14 countries.

For Ota, dragon boat racing and Okinawan haarii
reflect how passion, teamwork, and Okinawan
tradition grow stronger each year.
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Marine Corps Installations Pacific Hosts

SoclAL MEDIA FOLLOWER DAY
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Text and photo by Anri Itoh X -BE:Af r7HEE
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arine Corps Air Station Futenma and Camp

Foster held a workshop May 5, welcoming
14 U.S. Marine Corps social media followers as part
of a community engagement initiative. The event
was led by Aya Ichihashi, Japanese social media and
web manager for Marine Corps Installations Pacific
(MCIPAC) Communication Strategy and Operations
(COMMSTRAT). Event included a variety of
activities helping participants build meaningful
connections with the Marines.
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Participants conduct close-order drill with assistance from 1stLt. Grant Hoel at Camp Foster.
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A participant shakes hands with Master Sgt. Sven George, who
led the close-order drill.
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SOCIAL MEDIA FOLLOWER DAY

BEBATFEMRT

¢

“It’s a valuable experience. It gives us an
introduction to the type of training conducted
by the military. Since people don’t usually
get to see what happens inside the base, |
believe it’s a great opportunity to enhance
transparency.”

- Bogey Tedokon, participant
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A participant dispenses ice cream at the mess hall on Camp
Foster.

Fr T TFRE—DARF =V (BEKEEROEE) TTAR
7V —LERDSIE,

d

“Welcoming our Japanese counterparts onto
the base provides a chance to challenge any
misconceptions. [ look forward to future
opportunities to continue building these
meaningful connections.”

-Master Sgt. Sven George
MCIPAC, COMMSTRAT
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“The military personnel were cheerful and
friendly, not as intimidating as I thought they
would be.”

-Go Tamashiro, participant
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1arilne Corps Community Services Okinawa
. drew nearly 16,000 people to the Foster
a". Festival on July 5-6, bringing together local residents,
service members, and their families for two' days
of music, rides, and cultural exchange. Headliners
included American pop rock band Hot Chelle Rae,
J-pop acts Chameleon Lime Whoopiepie and Banana
Lemon, and the III Marine Expeditionary Force
Popular Music Group.

The festival also featured fireworks, static displays,
and the ever-popular Fun Land amusement rides.
Public events like the Foster Festival are regularly
held on Marine Corps bases across Japan to strengthen
ties with surrounding communities and reinforce the
Japan-U.S. alliance.

Text by Anri Itoh / Graphic by Daniel Yara
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Behind the Name:

CAMP FOSTER

MEDAL OF HONOR

Who Was Pfc. Foster?

William A. Foster, an Ohio native and one of six
children, first served in the Ohio National Guard
before enlisting in the Marine Corps Reserve in 1944.
The following year, he was deployed to Okinawa.

During the Battle of Okinawa, Foster was in a
foxhole when an enemy grenade landed nearby. He
covered the grenade with is body, shielding a fellow
Marine from the blast. He later succumed to his
injuries at age 30.

Foster was posthumously awarded the Medal
of Honor for his courage and sacrifice. His legacy
endures through William Foster Elementary School
and Marine Corps Base Camp Foster, both named in
his honor.
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PFC WILLIAM ADELBERT FOSTER

February 17, 1915 - May 2, 1945
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191552H17H-1945%F582H
Courtesy photo
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Location of Camp Foster on Okinawa's main island.
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Text by Anri Itoh / Graphic by Daniel Yara
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https://www.dvidshub.net/video/970035/foster-fest-2025
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Photo by Lance Cpl. JosephKreis
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Sgt. Maj. Jorge Ortiz (right) receives the noncommissioned officer sword from Maj. Gen. Brian Wolford (center).
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PASSING THE SWORD

Farewell and Welcome at MCIPAC
ISIBIEDTEE MCIPACTDRIN L&D

arine Corps Installations Pacific (MCIPAC)

held a sergeant major relief and appointment
ceremony July 8 at Camp Foster. During the event,
Maj. Gen. Brian Wolford, commanding general of
MCIPAC, passed the symbolic noncommissioned
officer sword to the newly appointed Sgt. Maj. Jorge
Ortiz, formally relieving Sgt. Maj. Anthony Easton.
Sgt. Maj. Easton served three years as MCIPAC’s
senior enlisted leader and retired after 31 years of
service in the Marine Corps.

The Marine Corps sergeant major plays a key
role in maintaining unit morale and discipline while
supporting Marines and their families. MCIPAC
oversees Marine Corps installations across the Pacific,
including Japan, Hawaii, Guam and Korea.

Text by Anri Itoh
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Maj. Gen. Brian Wolford embraces Sgt. Maj. Anthony Easton at the MCIPAC Sgt. Maj. Jorge Ortiz speaks during the ceremony.
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Sgt. Maj. Anthony Easton (left), Sgt. Maj. Jorge Ortiz (right) stand at attention during the ceremony held on Camp Foster.
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{ Edrth Day
OKkinawea

Text by Anri Itoh / Photos by Aya Ichihashi

n April 22, laughter filled the air at Nature

Mirai, a nature-focused facility in Kin Town.
Children from Hamada and Namizato preschools joined
U.S. Marines and Sailors from Camp Hansen’s Single
Marine Program for a beach cleanup and mangrove
planting as part of Marine Corps Installations Pacific’s
weeklong Earth Day initiative. The event went beyond
simply picking up litter; participants learned firsthand
how marine debris can harm sea life. After the cleanup,
the children walked hand in hand with volunteers to the
shoreline, where they planted 10 mangrove saplings,
each a small step toward restoring the coastal ecosystem.
Held annually since 2013, the program reflects the
long-standing partnership between Kin Town and Camp
Hansen, fostering environmental stewardship and
strengthening community ties.

Nurturing a Shared Future
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https://www.dvidshub.net/image/8997511/camp-hansen-marines-help-cleanup-and-plant-mangrove-trees-earth-day-2025
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Story by Ist Lt. Keyon Whyte / Photos by Lance Cpl. Diana Garcia

Pvt. Brady Sims was out enjoying another
quiet Saturday in Okinawa, when an
Okinawan local’s sudden slip and fall turned into
an immediate call to action for the Marine.

Pvt. Sims is a 3531, a motor vehicle operator
with 5th Air Naval Gunfire Liaison Company, 111
Marine Expeditionary Force Information Group.
He recalled how his training and instincts as a
Marine compelled him to immediately render aid.

On June 7, Sims was shopping in American
Village when he and another Marine, LCpl
Ryland Sawyer, decided to walk by a nearby
beach. During that walk, they noticed a local
Japanese woman slip from the concrete barriers
that break up the waves and fall headfirst down an
approximately 15-foot drop. Sims did not hesitate
to spring into action.

“I ran over there, and it looked like she was
in pretty bad pain. I could see blood coming out
of her head, so I jumped down there, took off my
shirt, and started applying pressure,” recalled
Sims. “I directed her family to call the paramedics
and told another local to go get some ice.”

Sims counted on the skills he learned in the
Marine Corps to triage the woman’s injury and
take control of the situation. He checked for

BIG CIRCLE

the signs of a traumatic head injury that he had been
trained to recognize, directed other individuals to
assist, and relayed vital information about the woman’s
status to the paramedics when they finally arrived on
the scene.

“I guess because we’re trained in basic first aid, |
thought that I could help. I didn’t really see anybody
else who could have done it because she was just there
with her family, so I immediately jumped down there
and started helping her,” Sims continued.

Once the 46-year-old woman was safe with the
paramedics, the family members that had accompanied
her also paused to express their gratitude to the two
Marines who had assisted her.

“Her family was very thankful. Once [the
paramedics] took her, they were asking how they could
repay us,” said Sims. “We were like, don’t worry about
it. We are just here to help people.”

Marines like Pvt. Sims are the embodiment of the
values, initiative, and bias for action that are instilled
in every Marine from day one, proving that Marines
are not only the first to fight when the nation calls, but
the first to help in times of need.
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in the sky

Inflight Hero from MCAS Iwakuni

Story by Anri Itoh

High above the Pacific, tension gripped the
cabin of All Nippon Airways Flight 114.

A passenger was acting strangely, and one Marine
didn’t hesitate. His quick actions earned him
worldwide attention, historic recognition from both
Japanese and U.S. officials, and widespread praise
across media and social platforms.

The Houston-bound flight had departed Tokyo
when a man carrying a backpack repeatedly entered
and exited the lavatories, catching the eye of Sergeant
Major Jody Armentrout, seated in an exit row,
according to NBC News.

When the passenger glanced toward the exit door,
Armentrout rose swiftly to block him. The man broke
away and ran toward the galley, aiming for another
door, he told the network.

“He grabbed a strap around the door, pulled it
off,” Armentrout told NBC News, recalling the tense
moments that would soon make headlines worldwide.

Working quickly with the flight attendants,
Armentrout restrained the man using zip ties provided
by the crew, the network noted. Nearly 10 hours into
the flight, the plane diverted to Seattle, according to
FlightAware. Armentrout told the network that he
sat next to the man until they landed, where local
authorities removed the passenger. The aircraft
continued to Houston, arriving four hours behind
schedule, according to Stars and Stripes.

An ANA spokeswoman told Stars and Stripes,
“We would like to express our gratitude to the person
who cooperated on the airplane.”

That gratitude would soon be followed by
commendations from Shinichi Inoue, president and
CEO of ANA, and by George Glass, U.S. ambassador
to Japan, marking a rare moment of international
recognition for a Marine’s actions in civilian airspace.

On Aug. 15, during a relief and appointment
ceremony at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,

BIG CIRCLE

Armentrout concluded his tenure as the base’s senior
enlisted leader and handed over his duties to his
successor.

Although Armentrout has received numerous
decorations, including the Meritorious Service Medal
and the Navy and Marine Corps Commendation
Medal, his calm courage aboard Flight 114 serves as
a powerful reminder that our Marines demonstrate
unwavering dedication wherever duty calls.

On June 4 at MCAS Iwakuni, U.S. Ambassador to Japan George
Glass, presented the George E. Glass Award for Heroism to Sgt.
Maj. Jody Armentrout. Photo by Cpl. Colin Thibault.
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On July 10, Shinichi Inoue, president and CEO of All Nippon
Airways, visited MCAS Iwakuni to present a letter of
appreciation to Sgt. Maj. Jody Armentrout.

Photo by Lance Cpl. Donald Dugger
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Building Bridges Series
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Part 1: Japanese Employees Working on Base

.S. military bases may seem like a world

apart, behind security fences and separate
from civilian life. However, just beyond those
fences lies a unique career path that blends Japanese
talent with the structured operations of the U.S.
military. For generations, thousands of Japanese
nationals have built lasting careers on military
bases.

In many ways, these bases function like small
towns, with schools, restaurants, recreational
facilities, offices, and housing. All require staff to
operate smoothly, and many of those individuals are
members of the Japanese workforce.

Each year, approximately 3,000 Japanese
nationals register for base jobs through the Labor
Management Organization for U.S. Forces Japan
Employees, Incorporated Administrative Agency
(LMO/IAA) in Okinawa, according to the agency.
Job vacancies for Japanese nationals are available
throughout the year, depending on operational
needs. However, the process from application to
hiring can be complex and challenging to navigate,
leaving some potential applicants uncertain and
causing them to miss out on opportunities.

This series takes readers inside the journey, from
navigating the hiring process to receiving firsthand
advice from labor management administrators,
current employees and supervisors who conduct
interviews. Part 1 begins with an introduction to the
roles held by Japanese employees, focusing on those
at Marine Corps bases in Okinawa.
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Japanese Workforce on the Bases

Across Japan, various types of Japanese
workers support the U.S. military bases. Some are
contract workers employed by companies that win
bids to provide services, while others are placed
through staffing agencies that connect job seekers
with employers. This series focuses on Japanese
employees hired directly by the Government
of Japan, known as U.S. Forces Japan (USFJ)
employees.

Workforce Scale

As of 2024, the Okinawa Defense Bureau reports
that approximately 26,000 USFJ employees work
at U.S. military installations nationwide, with
about 9,000 based in Okinawa. According to Camp
Foster’s civilian human resources office, roughly
3,305 are assigned to Marine Corps bases on the
island.

Labor-Furnishing Contracts

There are three types of labor furnishing
contracts between the Government of Japan and
the U.S. government: the Master Labor Contract
(MLC), the Mariner’s Contract (MC), and the
Indirect Hire Agreement (IHA). USFJ employees
are hired to support the activities of U.S. forces
stationed in Japan under the Japan-U.S.Security
Treaty.
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Taishi Oyakawa
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“In the beginning, there was so much
to learn, and it was difficult,” he said.
“But what I gained from my mentors

when I was younger has been invaluable.

The people I’ve met along the way have
become the true treasures of my life.”

-Mr. O

Cook /77

For more than three decades, Taishi
“Mr. O” Oyakawa has been a fixture in the
kitchen on the military base. He currently
prepares warm breakfasts, lunches, and
dinners for hundreds of hungry Marines at
Camp Foster. For the Marines who line up
each day, the mess hall meals are more than
just food, they are a taste of home.
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USFJ Employees

i Diverse Roles

2

Office Work
EER

Office Work
EER

Administrative Specialist

gidd):

Library Technician

HEETFI/=>vy

3

Service

HY—EX%

Service

P—EZ%R

Counter Attendant
b L% S i a2 874

Customer Experience Associate

HRRZ—TIARYIVR
T/IIAb
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Security

R R

Security
(E

Fire Protection Inspector

KKPEREE

Japanese Security Guard

BAAEREE

Skilled
REER

Skilled
EER

Automotive Mechanic

BEIEEHEL

Forklift Operator
73—V 7 MEEF

10

Skilled Skilled

XEER XEE®R
Heavy Vehicle Driver Cook
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