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The Chief’s Last Stand

Story by MC2 Janweb B. Lagazo,
USS Ronald Reagan Public Affairs

The shells whistle dissonantly before geysers of steamy water
peppers the seascape surrounding the ship. Metal screams in defiance
as the ship shudders, straining under the effort to steam towards
safety. A shaky, crackling voice comes over the radio as an allied patrol
aircraft reports sighting the Imperial Japanese Navy’s Japanese Center
Force astern — four battleships, eight heavy cruisers and 11 destroyers.
The Native American captain, Cherokee and Creek blood coursing
through his veins, ruffles his jet-black hair as he enters the pilot house,
immediately spotting the silhouette of the tremendous enemy force
closing in through the dawning light.

Cmdr. Ernest “Chief” Evans, commanding officer of the Fletcher-
class destroyer USS Johnston
(OD 557), part of the 7th
Fleets Escort Carrier Task
Unit 77.4.3, known as “Taffy
3 realizes that his group
of six “escort cartiers, three
destroyers and four escort
destroyers is  outmatched,
outgunned, and outflanked.
His slow moving force —
catlier outfitted to shell land
targets as part of Army
Gen. Douglas MacArthur’s
return to the Philippines — is
now the only defense for the
escort carriers in company
and the four Army divisions
on MacArthut’s precarious
beachhead after Adm. William
Halsey’s formidable US. 3rd
Fleet was lured away from
defending the Philippines by a
Japanese decoy force.

“All  hands to general
quarters,” barks the Oklahoma
native. ‘“Prepare to attack a
major portion of the Japanese
fleet. All engines ahead flank.
Commence making smoke and
stand by for torpedo attack. A8
Left full rudder!”

courtesy of Naval Hlstory and Herltage Command)

Perhaps, at this time, Evans remembered the immortalized words
he spoke during the commissioning of Johnston a year before,
“this is going to be a fighting ship. I intend to go in harm’s way, and
anyone who doesn’t want to go along had better get off right now! I
will never again retreat from an enemy force!”

Johnston veers port — directly pointing its bow at the enemy force,
which is able to make 27 to 30 knots, while his small fleet can only
make 15. Round after round brackets Johnston as the enemy sights her
laying down a smokescreen to cover the escort cartiers’ escape. Her
only weapon is a 5-inch gun and a cluster of torpedoes.

Lt. Robert C. Hagen, Johnston’s gunnery officer, later recalled, “We
felt like little David without a slingshot.”

Johnston races off alone from the escort making 30 knots, zigzagging
across miles of ocean under fire by heavy cruisers and battleships
before its own 5-inch gun can
enter its effective range.

- At 18,000 yards, Johnston
‘unleashes 200 rounds on the
nearest heavy cruiser. Then at
10,000 yards, it fires a salvo of
10 torpedoes. Johnston scores
several hits and successfully
diverts most of the Japanese
force away from the cartier
‘escorts. However, the Johnston
was shattered — taking a direct
hit to one of its engine rooms
— cutting its speed in half. The
Japanese force surrounds the
wounded ship, hitting it with
‘round after round.

A shell hits the port bridge
‘wing, all but undressing Chief
‘with shrapnel. Unimaginable
‘pain shoots through Evan’s
‘body. Two of his fingers
are missing. All around him,
‘incoherent noise — a mix of
curses and orders — as the ship
hides in a temporary squall to
limp back to Taffy 3.

- Along the way, Johnston
‘passes by the rest of the escort

continued on page 3
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CNO Presents 2017 Stockdale Leadership Awards

Story by MC2 Dustin Knight,
Defense Media Activity

WASHINGTON — The 37th annual
Vice Adm. James Bond Stockdale
Leadership Award ceremony was held
Now. 3, in the Pentagon Hall of Heroes in
Washington, D.C.

Cmdr. Brian M. Drechsler, the Pacific
Fleet recipient, and Cmdr. Eric M.
Sager, the -Fleet Forces recipient,
received the award.

The two recipients were nominated
by their peers, who were also eligible
for the award, and chosen from among
eight finalists.

The award is presented annually to
two commissioned officers on active
duty in the grade of commander or
below who are serving in command
of a single unit, and who serve as
examples of excellence in leadership
and conspicuous contribution to the
improvement of leadership in the Navy.

Chief of Naval Operations Adm. John
Richardson served as guest speaker at

Chief of Naval Operations

. John Richardson presents the 2017 Vice

the ceremony and presented the awards
to the winners. Richardson received the
award in 2001.

“These two leaders distinguished
themselves amongst their peers to the
point that their fellows felt motivated to
stand them out,” said Richardson. “That
in and of itself is a true testament to just
the quality of this award.”

Drechsler is the former commanding
officer of Sea, Air, Land (SEAL) Team 5.

“Any leader is only as good as his
teammates and the Sailors that they
serve and any successes are the result
of the collective actions of the unit.”
said Drechsler. “I was absolutely blessed
to have a phenomenal crew of people
and we were well resourced. The
greatest honor that an officer can ever
be given is permitted the privilege and
responsibility of the command. To the
officers, chiefs and petty officers of
SEAL Team 5, thank you. This is your
award as you truly made my job easy.”

Sager is the former commanding officer
of USS California (SSN 781).

“l am unbelievably humbled to be

miral James Bond St

here in the Hall of Heroes and share
this honor with a classmate and an
incredible combat leader,” Sager said.
“It is really an honor to be recognized
with Stockdale’s name. My - California
team are the true deserving recipients.
Their dedication, their perseverance,
their drive and their ingenuity inspire
me every single day. The recognition of
this award belongs to them.”

Vice Adm. James Bond Stockdale, for
whom the Stockdale Award is named,
articulated five roles for a leader -- moralist,
jurist, teacher, steward and philosopher.

A  Naval Academy graduate and
pilot, Stockdale ejected from his A-4E
Skyhawk over North Vietnam in
September 1965 and was held prisoner
and frequently tortured until February
1973. He received the Medal of Honor
in 1976 and served as president of the
Naval War College from October 1977
until August 1979.

He died in 2005 and is buried at the
US. Naval Academy in Annapolis,
Maryland. He is survived by his three
sons and eight grandchildren.
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continued from page 1

destroyers ordered to commence a suicidal
torpedo run, sacrifice themselves for the
cartiers. Evans abandons the pilot house but
orders Johnston to follow them for a second
run at the Japanese.

The ragtag group of escort destroyers
squate off against the Japanese Center
Force. A messy, gritty street fight. The ships
get close enough for a witness to see Chief,
stripped to the waist and covered in blood,
issuing orders to aft steeting through a hatch
from the fantail. Evans notices that a set of
cruisers and several destroyers are cornering
the escort carriers.

“Skipper gave me the most courageous
order I've heard,” said Hagen, “Commence
firing on that cruiser, draw her fire on us’. We

were now in a position where all the gallantry
and guts in the wotld couldn’t save us, but we
figured that help for the cartier must be on the
way, and every minute’s delay might count.”

Johnston, limping alone on one boiler,
charges the Japanese column, successfully
drawing each ship, one by one, towards her.
Surrounded and dead in the water, Johnston’s
unbelievable three hours of heroics was over.
As the Japanese bombard and sink her with
186 of her Sailors, an enemy captain salutes
her out of respect. Chief, there for a moment
helping his crew over the side and into boats,
was never seen again.

During the Battle of Samar — one of
three battles making up the Battle of Leyte
Gulf — one tin can and its captain set itself
apart. Evans was posthumously awarded
the Medal of Honor for “his indomitable
courage and brilliant professional skills” in

“unhesitatingly. . .turning back the enemy
during a critical phase of action.”

“The skipper was a fighting man from the
soles of his broad feet to the ends of his
straight black hair,” said Hagen. “He was an.
Oklahoman and proud of the Indian blood
he had in him. The Johnston was a fighting
ship, but he was the heart and soul of her.”

Taffy 3 stopped the Japanese Center Force
from sailing to Leyte Gulf and harassing troop
and supply ships for MacArthur’s invasion
of the Philippines. After the liberation of
the Philippines, the Imperial Japanese Navy
lacked the oil-producing resources to sail with
such a large fleet for the rest of the war. Evans,
his 186 shipmates lost aboard Johnston, and
the 1,397 American Sailors of Taffy 3 lost
on October 25, 1944 are remembered as the
heroes in this turning point in the Battle for
the Pacific.
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Comfort’s Microbiology Lab Plays Key
Role in Puerto Rieco’s Recovery

Story by MC2 Stephane Belcher

CARIBBEAN SEA — In the
microbiology laboratory, located inside
the laboratory division aboard the Military
Sealift Command hospital ship USNS
Comfort (T-AH 20), a lone laboratory
technician who specializes in biomedical
health sits in her scrubs and personal
protective equipment, carefully swabbing
bacteria taken from patient wounds into
bright red, blood agar plates.

Hospital Corpsman 3rd Class Jennifer
Andrades Karl, from Naval Medical Center
Portsmouth, and the only microbiology
laboratory technician embarked on Comfort,
isolates pathogenic organisms to diagnose
bacteria and determine what medications
would be appropriate to treat it.

“They’re [surgeons and physicians|
extracting extremely resistant organisms
that don’t like many antibiotics,” said Karl.
“Because it’s a different environment, the
doctors. and laboratory technicians have to
decide what antibiotic and what treatments
are going to be best.”

Many of the bacteria samples Katl grows
are taken from body fluids or from wounds
during surgery.

“The patients we’ve received already
have infections which are determined to
be multiresistant to common antibiotics,”
said Lt. Cmdr. David Koch, a laboratory
scientist from Naval Medical Center
Portsmouth and a member of the Infection
Control Committee aboard Comfort. “So
the docs have done a great job in identifying
that early and allowing us to use different
therapies to combat that.”

Biomedical health technicians fight a
constant battle everywhere and every day,
especially with patients living in nursing
homes and those who have multiple
chronic illnesses.

“Unfortunately, bacteria and other
pathogens are smart and they always find a
way to survive and beat the great antibiotics
already developed,” said Koch.

Comfort has processed 213 cultures in

the microbiology laboratory and 12,333
laboratory tests total since arriving in
Puerto Rico.

“We would very much like to provide
as much help, as much care to the people
of Puerto Rico as we can,” said Koch.
“So long as we’re here, we stand ready
to assist.”

Comfort is a seagoing medical treatment
facility that currently has more than 800
personnel embarked for the Puerto Rico
mission including Navy medical and support
staff assembled from 22 commands, as well
as over 70 civil service mariners.

The Department of Defense is supporting
the Federal Emergency Management
Agency, which coordinates all federal
assistance requested by the government
of Puerto Rico to help those affected by
Hurricane Maria.

Comfort’s primary mission is to provide
an afloat, mobile, acute surgical medical
facility to the U.S. military that is flexible,
capable and wuniquely adaptable to

support expeditionary warfare. Comfort’s
secondary mission is to provide full hospital
services to support U.S. disaster relief and
humanitarian operations worldwide.

ship USNS Comfort (T-AH 20). (Photo by MC2 Stephane Belcher)
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SECNAV is looking for
submissions NLT 31 JAN for the
2017 awards. This pitch is your
opportunity to voice innovative

processes or technologies.
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For more info see SECNAVINST 5305.6 SECNAV 5305/3 (Oct 2016)
Questions?
Contact CTF-70 Innovation Office

CTF70.INNOVATION@CTF70.NAVY.MIL

- Submit your ideas via GipperNet (Project Athena) -
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cruisers through World War 1T and
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Twenty-one crewmembers are lost

21944 — Aircraft from USS Hssex

‘Wiake Island (CVE 65) fot carrier
- quahﬁcatlons with the FR-1 aircraft, *

- engine shortly after takmg off, forcmg
- him to start his rear engine. Returning

“landing, thus becoming the first ]et
‘landmg on board an aircraft catrrier.

- @oday In
ﬁ atrarl :ﬁtﬁfnrg

November B¢

is appointed Commander in Chief of .
the Continental Navy. Early in 1778;.

but remains popular in his local
community, servmg in the Rhode

f9182 T4, Condl Henry '.C; Mustin,
in an AB-2 flying boat, makes the

firstunderway catapult Jaunch from
a ship, USS North Carolina (ACR

expetimental work leads to the

to the steam catapult% on present day
aircraft carriers.

1917 — While escorting a convoy en
foute to Brest, France, USS Alcedo
(SP 160) is torpedoed and sunk

by the:German submarine UC-71.

w1th the sh1p

(CV 9), as-part of Vice Adm. John
S. McCain’s Task Force 38’s two-day
carrier strikes in the Philippines,
sink the Japanese ctyiser Nachr in
Manila Bay.

1945 — Ensign Jake C. West,
embarked with VF-51 on board USS:

loses power on the forward radlal

to his ship, he makes a successful -
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