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By Ana Henderson
In the past, testing a gun tube 

required an accompanying weapon 
system. The future is here where 
that is no longer necessary. 

Yuma Test Center (YTC) 
acquired a Proof Gun System 
(PGS) developed by U.S. Army 
Combat Capabilities Development 
Command Armaments Center, 
which allows a gun tube to be 
mounted and fired for testing 
without the weapon system. 

“The idea was to build a system 
that would allow them to put a 
number of different tubes in,” 
explained Quentin Sorenson, the 
test officer with the Munitions and 
Weapons Division who oversaw the 
installation of the PGS at YTC. 

He further explained, “There 
are no electronics, it’s hydraulic 
or mechanical. It was specifically 
designed to sit out in the desert. 
They are hoping for a 30–50-year 
lifespan.”

The timing of this advancement is 
no coincidence. In fact, its funding 
comes directly from the U.S. 
Army’s initiative to ramp up overall 
production capacity for 155mm 
artillery munitions. The Army’s 
goal is to produce 100,000 artillery 
rounds per month. The PGS will aid 
with production testing.

For the last several months, YTC 
has worked to acquire, assemble, 
emplace, and test fire the first of two 
PGS. YTC crews placed the system 
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By Mark Schauer
With eight decades of experience 

conducting developmental testing 
drones, U.S. Army Yuma Proving 
Ground (YPG)’s institutional 
knowledge is unmatched in the 
Department of War. 

The U.S. military has used 
unmanned aircraft for decades to 
perform dangerous reconnaissance 
and attack missions that save 
lives, and the importance of small, 
unmanned aircraft systems (sUAS) 
grows with each passing year. 

As the technology proliferates, 
drones’ use in warfare has become 
significant, necessitating robust 
counter-sUAS (C-sUAS) defenses for 
use anywhere American forces may 
be deployed. 

Since the establishment of Joint 
Interagency Task Force 401 by 
Secretary of War Pete Hegseth last 
August, U.S. Army Yuma Test Center 
has been designated as the primary, 
dedicated interagency C-sUAS test 
and training range. The designation 
means specifically that YPG will 
primarily focus on Class I and II small 
UAS, while larger Class III through V 
systems will continue to primarily be 
tested at White Sands Missile Range, 
YPG’s larger sister installation. 

“We’ve been working this 
mission since the Army Rapid-
Equipping Force came here for 
Desert Chance in 2015 where we 
needed to see what industry had to 

SEE DESIGNATION  page 10

since the establishment of Joint Interagency task Force 401 by secretary of War pete Hegseth in august 2025, u.s. army 
yuma test Center has been designated as the primary, dedicated interagency C-suas test and training range. (u.s. army 
photo)

New CsUAS designation for U.S. Army 
Yuma Proving Ground

YTC Proof Gun System supports Army’s goal 
of increasing munition production

Yuma Test Center acquired a Proof Gun System (PGS) developed by U.S. Army Combat Capabilities Development Command Armaments 
Center, which allows a gun tube to be mounted and fired for testing without the weapon system. (U.S. Army photo) SEE PROOF  page 6
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YPG employee named ATEC Command 
Employee of the Quarter

Congratulations, lieutenant

Command Mission Support: Peter Lariviere

peter Lariviere was selected as the army test and evaluation Command’s (ateC) Civilian Mission support employee 
of the Quarter, 3rd Quarter, Fiscal year 2025 from april 2025 to June 2025, while serving as an Operation research 
analysts for the engineering support branch in the Instrumentation Division. ateC’s Chief of staff Westley Williams 
wrote in an email to the workforce, “His efforts to improve data processing operations have been crucial to mission 
success.” (u.s. army photo) 

On Feb. 5, u.s. army Garrison yuma proving Ground 
firefighter/paramedic brad Gray was promoted to lieu-
tenant/paramedic. During a ceremony at the fire station 
on post, Gray received a certificate, his new badge, and 
helmet insignia showing his new title. (Loaned photos)
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Airborne Test Force Soldier reenlists YPG Soldiers and engineers take part 
in school outreach eventCongratulations to Airborne Test Force Solider 

(ATF) Sgt. 1st Class Jonathan Harris for his 
recent reenlistment in the U.S. Army.
Yuma Test Center Commander Lt. Col. Kevin 
Hicks administered the Oath of Reenlistment 
while Harris repeated it as both raised their 
right hand. 
Harris, who originally enlisted in 2014, made 
the continued commitment to uphold the U.S. 
Constitution during U.S. Army Yuma Proving 
Ground’s Bring Your Children to Work Day 
as his family, fellow Soldiers, Command Sgt. 
Major Joshua Holthus and Master Sgt. Donald 
Bullock looked on. 
Harris serves as the ATF Senior Healthcare 
Non-commissioned Officer and this month 
graduated from Southern New Hampshire 
University with a bachelor’s degree in 
healthcare administration.

U.S. Army Yuma Proving Ground 
puts an emphasis in reaching 
out to students to introduce 
them to the opportunities the 
Army has to offer both as a 
Soldier and civilian. On April 
29, Staff Sgt. Sean McCarron 
an Airborne Test Force Test 
Parachute Jumper, Carlos 
Anaya the Branch Chief of Air 
Delivery and Ervin Rosales a 
Test Engineer with Air Delivery 
took part in Tierra Del Sol 
Elementary School’s Career Day 
Vehicle Exhibition and provided 
approximately 150 students with 
an insight into their careers. 
(Photos by Carlos Anaya)
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By Mark Schauer
After a devastating fire last year, 

one of Yuma County’s most active 
veterans service organizations 
struggled to regroup and reopen.

American Veterans of Yuma’s 
Foothills location has long been a 
source of fellowship and assistance 
for local veterans of all conflicts back 
to World War II.

The post’s managers approached 
U.S. Army Yuma Proving Ground 
(YPG) employees about the 
possibility of obtaining disused 
storage containers for use as a 
temporary facility. 

As luck would have it, the post had 
two abandoned trailers that had been 
selected for demolition.

“These were trailers that weren’t 
being used anymore and had to be 
disposed of due to policy,” said 
Jonathan Olbert, Operations Division 
Chief. “It was going to cost around 
$50,000 for demolition. We had 
been hesitant to act on that based on 
budgetary limitations.”  

Leased by a contractor located at 
YPG for many years, the contractor 
vacated the trailers when the lease 
expired. The lessor subsequently left 
the trailers in place and relinquished 
all claims to ownership. Under Army 
policy on relocatable buildings, the 
unwanted trailers would have to 

be disposed of unless converted to 
real property and maintained with 
government funds. Other ideas for 
disposing of them likewise had 
unbudgeted costs associated with 
them. The trailers still had value and 
were habitable but were not ideal for 
use in supporting the test mission at 
YPG.  

“When we were brainstorming 
how to dispose of these trailers 
without funds, one of the things we 
considered was using it as a target 
on the range,” said Ramon Noriega, 
YPG Facilities Manager. “However, 
the environmental cleanup afterward 
would have been another cost.”

The 1,600 square feet of interior 

space the structures offered isn’t 
extravagant, but the veterans post 

gratefully received them.
“I see those trailers and get 

goosebumps,” said Mike Condon, a 
Korean War veteran who serves as 
post manager. “That’s the answer 
to our construction, period. Those 
trailers are wonderful.”

“It was a benefit to the Government 
to have a no-cost disposal of these 
items,” said Olbert. “A private firm 
was able to do the relocation from 
our range to their facility at no cost 
to the government. We reduced the 
environmental impact by being able 
to reuse these facilities and helped 
the community we work in.”

American Veterans expects to 
occupy the trailers by the end of the 
summer.

Abandoned trailers at YPG give new life 
to local veterans’ organization

After a devastating fire last year, one of Yuma County’s most active veterans service organizations has been struggling to regroup and 
reopen. U.S. Army Yuma Proving Ground provided the organization a disused 1,600 square foot modular trailer system that had been sitting 
vacant after being abandoned by a contractor. (U.S. Army photo)

U.S. Army Yuma Proving Ground 
puts an emphasis in reaching 
out to students to introduce 
them to the opportunities the 
Army has to offer both as a 
Soldier and civilian. On April 
29, Staff Sgt. Sean McCarron 
an Airborne Test Force Test 
Parachute Jumper, Carlos 
Anaya the Branch Chief of Air 
Delivery and Ervin Rosales a 
Test Engineer with Air Delivery 
took part in Tierra Del Sol 
Elementary School’s Career Day 
Vehicle Exhibition and provided 
approximately 150 students with 
an insight into their careers. 
(Photos by Carlos Anaya)
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By Mark Schauer
U.S. Army Yuma Proving 

Ground (YPG) has a long history of 
supporting multiple aspects of outer 
space utilization and exploration.

From hosting tests for NASA since 
the inception of the space program to 
serving as the developmental testing 
site of the Global Positioning Satellite 
system in the 1970s and 1980s, YPG 
has deep institutional knowledge. 

Local and state officials in 
Arizona are likewise enthusiastic 
about fostering space industry in 
the state. After being inactive for 
more than a decade, the Arizona 
Space Commission was relaunched 
last February. Commission member 
Douglas Nicholls, City of Yuma 
Mayor, offered to host one of its 
regular public meetings in Yuma and 
asked YPG to serve as venue. The 
post did so on Jan. 14.

“I believe that as we grow our 
aerospace industry in Arizona, 
the assets here at YPG that aren’t 
provided anywhere else in the 
state—and in few other states in the 
country-- would be beneficial to our 
industry partners,” said Nicholls. 

“The ability to do private industry 
work in this amazing test facility 
the Army has developed in Yuma is 
unique, and the staff has a great deal 
of institutional knowledge.”

A highlight of the meeting was 
a presentation about the proposed 
Yuma Spaceport by City of Yuma 
Chief Information Officer Isaiah 
Kirk. A public-private partnership 
that plans to launch 12-24 satellite 
payloads of up to 1,300 pounds per 
year over the Sea of Cortez, officials 
hope to host the first launch before 
the close of the decade. The facility 
would be the first of its kind in 
Arizona and is expected to bring 
an additional aerospace industry 
cluster to support it, and commission 
members were interested in 
learning about YPG’s ability to 
support testing for private industry 
customers. 

“There are a lot of industry 
partners that don’t have the suite of 
instrumentation to collect test data 
that we have, and we are able to 
facilitate testing for them,” said Col. 
John Nelson, YPG Commander. “I 
do see some opportunities where 

industry may want to leverage a set 
of instrumentation and operators for 
use at that facility. We definitely feel 
that some of the capabilities we have 
are complimentary to what they are 
trying to do there.”

Following the meeting, 
commission members received 
capabilities briefings from Nelson 
and Lt. Col. John Leone, Operations 
Manager for Marine Corps Air 
Station Yuma. The group then 
met with multiple subject matter 
experts from YPG’s aviation 

systems, electronic warfare, and 
instrumentation branches. 

“I knew there was incredible 
stuff here, but there is something so 
impressive about actually being here 
and learning about it,” said Marisa 
Walker, Executive Vice President 
of Infrastructure for the Arizona 
Commerce Authority. “We’re always 
interested in figuring out ways for 
those companies we are working 
with who have unique testing 
capability requirements to be able to 
leverage assets like this.”

U.S. Army Yuma Proving Ground hosts 
Arizona Space Commission meeting

u.s. army yuma proving Ground (ypG) Commander Col. John Nelson (left) gives a capabilities briefing to members of the 
arizona space Commission after a public meeting of the arizona space Commission held at ypG on Jan. 14, 2026.

u.s. army yuma proving Ground technical Director ross Gwynn (right) discusses capabilities with members of the arizona 
space Commission during a tour following the public meeting. (photos by Mark schauer)
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By Mark Schauer
New Army recruits are the 

future warfighters U.S. Army 
Yuma Proving Ground’s (YPG) 
developmental test mission will 
someday serve.

Most newly enlisted recruits’ 
knowledge of Army service is 
secondhand. If they’re part of the 
lucky few, perhaps a parent or other 
close relative served. Others know 
of it entirely from television and 
movies.

A group of about 30 young people 
made up of both Army recruits under 
contract and members of San Luis 
High School’s Emergency Medical 
Services class paid a visit to YPG 
on April 23 to ask questions about 
Army life in the medical field with 
medics assigned to the YPG Health 
Clinic. 

Over the years, YPG has supported 
such visits to the workplaces of 
virtually every active-duty military 
occupational specialty (MOS) 
assigned here.

“It’s a great opportunity for our 
people about to see the reality of 

what the Army is,” said Staff Sgt. 
Rigoberto Montoya, recruiter. 
“The purpose is both to understand 
what working in an Army clinic is 
like and the quality of care that is 
available to all U.S. Army Soldiers.” 

Montoya, an Army medic himself, 
has seen significant interest among 
potential local recruits in military 
occupational specialties related to 
the medical field.

“It is a really popular field in 

Yuma,” said Montoya. “A lot of 
students think the only Army MOSs 
available are combat-related. When 
they get to see the YPG clinic and 
Soldiers performing medical tasks, 
they want to talk to the recruiters 
about those jobs.”

Attendee Damian Castillo was 
among the new recruits under 
contract in addition to being a 
current student. Enlisted as a 68W 
Combat Medic Specialist, he will 
head to basic training this summer 
after graduating from San Luis High 
School.

“I have a passion to help people 
and want to follow in the footsteps 
of my brother who was in the Army,” 
he said. “Being a 68W combines the 
best of both worlds. It seems like 
something I’ll pursue even after my 
military career is over.” 

Like the others, Castillo saw value 
in the visit. 

“Talking to the Soldiers gave me 
a great insight into things I should 
expect when I ship out,” he said. 
“It was a pretty good thing to have 
beforehand.” 

U.S. Army Yuma Proving Ground Soldiers 
encourage local Army recruits

Sgt. Luis Flores (left) of the U.S. Army Yuma Proving Ground Health Clinic gives a tour of the facility to a group of about 30 young people 
made up of both Army recruits under contract and members of San Luis High School’s Emergency Medical Services class on April 23, 2026. 
“It’s a great opportunity for our people to see the reality of what the Army is,” said Staff Sgt. Rigoberto Montoya, Army recruiter. “The 
purpose is both to understand what working in an Army clinic is like and the quality of care that is available to all U.S. Army Soldiers.”

Spc. John Johnson of the U.S. Army Yuma Proving Ground Health Clinic shows the radiology department to the group. “It is a really popular 
field in Yuma,” said Montoya. “A lot of students think the only Army MOSs available are combat-related. When they get to see the YPG clinic 
and Soldiers performing medical tasks, they want to talk to the recruiters about those jobs.”

Pfc. Nicholas Venus briefs the group about the 68W MOS [military occupational specialty] during the visit. “I have a passion to help people 
and want to follow in the footsteps of my brother who was in the Army,” said Damian Castillo, recruit. “Being a 68W combines the best of 
both worlds.” (Photos by Mark Schauer)
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Taking care of your heart starts long before treatment is ever needed. At Onvida Health, our heart care 

team helps you focus on prevention, early detection and long-term heart health so you can stay active, 

informed and confident in your care. Whether you’re making heart-healthy choices through diet and 

exercise or managing risk factors, you’ll have trusted experts guiding you with clarity, compassion and 
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For help call: 

24/7 YPG Helpline 
(928) 920-3104 

DoD Safe Helpline 
877-995-5247

April marked the Army’s Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention Month. As a sign of solidarity and support for victims of sexual assault, 
members of U.S. Army Yuma Proving Ground’s Command team and members of the workforce wore denim for National Denim Day. YPG Sexual 
Harassment/Assault Response and Prevention Coordinator Arlene Moraga provided information about the SHARP program which exists so the 
Army can prevent sexual harassment and sexual assaults before they occur. (Photos by Ana Henderson)

Pfc. Nicholas Venus briefs the group about the 68W MOS [military occupational specialty] during the visit. “I have a passion to help people 
and want to follow in the footsteps of my brother who was in the Army,” said Damian Castillo, recruit. “Being a 68W combines the best of 
both worlds.” (Photos by Mark Schauer)

YPG supports Denim Day
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on a reaction mass that 
was built to YTC standards 
by a U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers contractor to 
sustain the immense power 
of firing.

“The concrete is about 7 
feet deep and contains rebar 
grids and a fabricated cage 
that houses the removable 
mounting rods designed 
to secure the Ground 
Engagement System adapter 
plate,” explained Jered Ford 
the Chief of the Indirect Fire 
Modernization and Mines 
Branch.

Sorenson added, “It took 
us most of the day to get the 
PGS on the reaction mass. 
We had to get the adapter 
plate cleaned up and prepared 
to emplace the saddle or 
lower portion, then we mounted the 
gun mount, or upper portion on top 
of that. Then we spent the rest of the 
week making sure everything was 
securely locked down.”

Crews used a special large 
pneumatic wrench to torque the 
mounting bolts to 3,100 foot-

pounds. Then the carpenters 
constructed a wooden deck around 
the system to allow closer access 
to the PGS’s loading side. Once 
the system was set up Sorenson 
conducted acceptance firing.

“We fired at four QEs [quadrant 
elevations] just to make sure 
everything was good as we elevated 

up and down. Most were done at 
zone five to introduce maximum 
shock and everything went well.”

YTC’s second PGS arrives in 
May. Currently, both systems work 
with M776 tube sleeves, yet there 
are plans to expand their capabilities 
to include other types. 

This new capability provides 

industry partners testing 
artillery flexibility, efficiency 
and cost savings explains 
Sorenson. 

“You just swap the tubes 
in and out as you need and 
then you are not trying to 
constantly maintain a chassis 
because you have this one 
system that will handle 
everything.” 

Currently artillery testing 
requires a significant effort 
to prepare and emplace an 
entire weapon system at the 
test site.

“We have to tow in a towed 
howitzer, like an M777A2 or 
an M199 or you have to drive 
in an M109A6.You have to 
bring in the whole system 
and then you have to have it 
ready and running to conduct 
your test.”

Omitting the weapon 
system cuts the extra time 
and effort needed on a test 

site and the time when switching 
between programs.

“It minimizes set up costs and it 
minimizes the mechanical effort 
of keeping the whole system 
functioning when all we really need 
is the tube,” said Sorenson of the 
new capability.

PROOF 
FROM PAGE 1

For the last several months, Yuma Test Center (YTC) worked to acquire, assemble, emplace and test fire the first of two Proof Gun System. YTC crews placed the 
system on a reaction mass built to sustain the immense power of firing. (U.S. Army photos)

Crews used a special large pneumatic wrench to torque the mounting bolts to 3,100 foot-pounds. Then the carpenters constructed a 
wooden deck around the system to allow closer access to the Proof Gun System’s loading side. 

Once the system was set up Sorenson conducted acceptance firing. “We fired at four QEs [quadrant elevations] just to make sure everything 
was good as we elevated up and down. Most were done at zone five to introduce maximum shock and everything went well.”
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(Photos by Ana Henderson)

By Ana Henderson
Between 250-300 children had 

the unique opportunity to join their 
parent or grandparent at U.S. Army 
Yuma Proving Ground (YPG) for the 
second annual Bring Your Child to 
Work Day on April 16.

The adults affiliated with YPG, 
either as Soldiers or civilians, 

showed the children around their 
work areas then the families gathered 
on Cox Field for some food and fun. 

Instructors with the Military 
Free Fall School jumped onto Cox 
Field and then did a low fly-by that 
amazed the crowd. 

Several shops displayed weapons 
systems and various items used 

for testing. Yuma Test Center 
Commander Lt. Col. Kevin 
Hicks even let some kids throw 
water balloons at him during a 
demonstration of Metrology and 
Simulations artificial rain facility. 

In all, over 100 employees brought 
their children or grandchildren to 
work to learn their role in YPG’s 
mission conducting developmental 
testing of military equipment for the 
Warfighter. 

YPG hosts Bring Your Child to Work Day
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Open Mon. - Wed. 10am - 6pm • Thurs. - Sat. 10am - 8pm • Sun. 12pm - 4pm

928-294-1000

2850 S. Pacific Ave. Suite Z  
Same mall as Pacific 
Walmart located down 
from Peter Piper Pizza.

v

Up to 
50% off

588344

Free Soup with Every MealFree Soup with Every Meal

2855 S. 4th Ave. • (928) 488-5222

Lunch Special: 11 AM – 2 PMLunch Special: 11 AM – 2 PM
Happy Hour: 5 PM – 7 PMHappy Hour: 5 PM – 7 PM

Fresh Mediterranean Food – Fresh Mediterranean Food – 
Kabob, Gyro, Shawarma, Kabob, Gyro, Shawarma, 
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for All Occasionsfor All Occasions

ORDER ONLINE
588456

A day in the life of a Military Free Fall student

A photographer recently documented a day in the life of the Military Free Fall students from the U.S. Army John F. Kennedy Special Warfare Center and School. The day on March 24 started with the students packing their parachutes prior to jumping onto Phillips Drop Zone at Yuma Proving 
Ground. Students who attend the free fall course are trained in basic free fall techniques jumping from altitudes of 9,500 to 25,000 feet with and without weapons, combat equipment, night vision goggles and supplemental oxygen in day and night conditions. (U.S. Army photo by K. Kassens)



Outpost   		      	 May 11, 2026   9

Advertise Here
928-783-4433

Advertise Your Business or Service Here!
Call 928-783-4433

Classifieds 
Work!

Call 
928-783-4433 

or go to
Classifieds@ 
yumasun.com



10   May 11, 2026	 Outpost

Reach More 
Customers!

Call 
928-783-4433

As the Command Group

Submit your questions to the Yuma Proving Ground’s Command Team. Questions can be submitted 
anonymously or with your name for a response. Scan the QR code or visit the landing page on Sharepoint.
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Teambuilding stress-ball basketball 
tournament names champion 

Students plant trees on Earth Day

The 2026 YPG March Madness themed game using a stress-ball instead of a basketball, hosted its finals on April 30. Edgar 
Hurtado was named the champion of the weeks long competition that takes place during lunch breaks at various directorates 
across Yuma Test Center. (Photos by Ana Henderson and Savanna Silva)

Students from James D. Price Elementary School celebrated Earth Day by planting trees. Students planted the trees in a dirt lot 
across from Cox Field on post at U.S. Army Garrison Yuma Proving Ground along with help from YPG’s Environmental Sciences 
Division. (Photos by Donnett Brown)
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South Highway 95 in Somerton  |  CocopahResort.com

Through the gateway to the Great Southwest, you’ll find  

a place where the fun never sets. Welcome to the land  

of slots, blackjack, bingo, delicious food, and ice-cold drinks. 

All surrounded by bowling, rock walls for climbing, arcade 

games, and a gorgeous pool and jacuzzi — with an 18-hole 

golf course and RV park just minutes away.
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