
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, CHICAGO DISTRICT 

231 SOUTH LASALLE STREET SUITE 1500 
CHICAGO, IL 60604 

 
September 10, 2025 

 
Planning Branch 
Planning, Programs and Project Management 
 
 
Dear Recipient: 
 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) is releasing for public review a Draft 
Supplemental Environmental Assessment (SEA) on the effects associated with a 
proposed shoreline protection project located in the City of Chicago, Cook County, Illinois 
under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended. The 
Chicago Department of Transportation and the Chicago Park District partnered with 
USACE to address ongoing shoreline erosion and coastal storm damage that affects 
parkland, threatens the stability of DuSable Lake Shore Drive, and risks vehicular safety 
during storm events along the Morgan Shoal corridor. The Chicago Public Building 
Commission has been leading the design process. The proposed project area is located 
along Lake Michigan between 45th and 51st Streets as shown in Enclosure 1. 
 

The Draft SEA considers two alternatives to address ongoing erosion and coastal 
storm risk in the project area. The preferred alternative includes replacement of failing 
revetment structures along the Morgan Shoal corridor. Proposed coastal structures 
include a combination of a rubble mound and dynamic revetment, underwater 
breakwater, salvaged stepped limestone blocks, and transitional stepped concrete and 
sheet pile revetment at the existing 51st Street structure. The preferred alternative also 
includes the addition of up to 7 acres of new parkland that would enhance connectivity 
and recreation, promote natural and nature-based features for ecological function, and 
reduce flooding and erosion.  
 
     The 45-day public review period will be held from September 10, 2025, through 
October 25, 2025. As part of the public review period, USACE would appreciate any 
comments or concerns associated with the proposed action. The Draft SEA is available 
at: https://www.lrd.usace.army.mil/News/Project-Documents-Notices-Public-
Review/Category/24681/chicago/ 

 
A Draft Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) has been prepared to accompany 

the Draft SEA. The Draft FONSI concludes that the preferred alternative does not 
significantly affect the quality of the human environment.  

 
Following the public review period and USACE review of comments received, the 

District Engineer will make a final decision regarding the necessity of preparing an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the proposed action. Based on the 
preliminary analyses completed to date, it does not appear that the preferred alternative 
will result in significant impacts which would require the preparation of an EIS.  
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Comments regarding the proposed action may be submitted via email, mail, 
comment form or through a crowd source tool. Enclosure 2 is a list of state and federal 
agencies, tribal nations, elected officials, and interested parties receiving this request.  

 
Emailed comments should be sent to morganshoalnepa@usace.army.mil.  Mailed 

comments should be sent to the attention of Ms. Samantha Belcik, Biologist, at the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, 231 South LaSalle Street, Suite 1500, Chicago, IL 60604.  
 

A comment form and crowd source tool can be accessed on the project webpage at: 
https://www.lrd.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Article/4112328/morgan-shoal/.  

 
All comments should be postmarked or emailed by October 25, 2025. 
 

A public meeting will be held to provide an opportunity for interested parties to provide 
comments in person. The public meeting will be held on Wednesday, October 1, 2025 
at 5:30 PM at Kennicott Park Fieldhouse, 4434 S Lake Park Ave, Chicago, IL 60653. 
 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       David F. Bucaro, P.E., PMP, WRCP 
       Chief, Planning Branch  
  Chicago District 
Enclosures 
1 – Project Map 
2 – Distribution List  
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FEDERAL ELECTED OFFICIALS 
 
Senator Tammy Duckworth 
U.S. Senate 
230 S. Dearborn Street 
Suite 3900 
Chicago, IL 60604 
 
Senator Dick Durbin 
U.S. Senate 
230 S. Dearborn St., Suite 3892 
Chicago, IL 60604 
 
Representative Robin Kelly 
U.S. House of Representatives 
9204 S. Commercial Ave 
Suite 415 
Chicago, IL 60617 
 
STATE ELECTED OFFICIALS 

Governor JB Pritzker 
Office of the Governor 
207 State House 
Springfield, IL 62706 
 
Senator Robert Peters 
Illinois Senate District 13 
1509 East 53rd Street 
Chicago, IL 60615 
 
Representative Curtis Tarver II 
Illinois House of Representatives District 25 
1303 East 53rd Street 
Chicago, IL 60615 
   
LOCAL ELECTED OFFICIALS 
 
Mayor Brandon Johnson 
Office of the Mayor 
121 North LaSalle Street 
Chicago City Hall 
Chicago, IL 60602 
 
Ms. Toni Preckwinkle 
Cook County Board of Commissioners 
County Board President 
118 North Clark Street 
Chicago, IL 60602 
 
Mr. Bill Lowry 
Cook County Board of Commissioners 
District 3 
118 North Clark Street 
Chicago, IL 60602 

 
Alderman Desmon Yancy 
5th Ward 
City of Chicago 
2230 E. 71st Street 
Chicago, IL 60649 
 
Alderman Lamont Robinson 
4th Ward  
City of Chicago 
928 East 43rd Street 
Chicago, IL 60653 
 
FEDERAL AGENCIES 
 
Mr. Shawn Cirton 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
Chicago Ecological Services Office 
230 South Dearborn Street, Suite 2938 
Chicago, IL 60604 
 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 5 Environmental Planning and 
Evaluation Branch 
R5NEPA@epa.gov 
 
Ms. Deb Bartell 
Chicago Airport District Office 
Federal Aviation Administration 
2300 E. Devon Avenue 
Des Plaines, IL 60018 
 
Mr. Scott Beckerman 
APHIS Wildlife Services 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
3430 Constitution Drive, Suite 121 
Springfield, IL 62711 
 
Mr. Greg Rentschler 
APHIS Wildlife Services 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
3430 Constitution Drive, Suite 121 
Springfield, IL 62711  
 
STATE AGENCIES 
  
Ms. Natalie Phelps Finnie, Director 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources             
One Natural Resource Way         
Springfield, IL 62702-1271 
 
Mr. Eric Otto, Coastal Management Program 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
160 N. LaSalle Street, Suite 703  
Chicago, Illinois 60601 
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Mr. Bradley Hayes, Interagency Review 
Environmental Planning 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
One Natural Resource Way  
Springfield, IL 62702-1271 
 
Mr. Stephen Altman 
Division of Water Resource Management 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
One Natural Resources Way, 2nd Floor 
Springfield, Illinois 62702 
 
Mr. Bill Boyd 
Northeastern Illinois Regulatory Programs 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
160 North LaSalle Street 
Chicago, IL 60601 
 
Ms. C.J. Wallace, Cultural Resources 
Coordinator 
Illinois State Historic Preservation Office 
Old State Capitol Building, 2nd Floor 
One Old State Capitol Plaza 
Springfield, IL 62701 
 
Mr. Anthony Rubano 
Illinois State Historic Preservation Office 
Old State Capitol Building, 2nd Floor 
One Old State Capitol Plaza 
Springfield, IL 62701 
 
Mr. Darren Gove 
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency 
1021 North Grand Ave. East 
P.O. Box 19276 
Springfield, IL 62794-9276 
 
Dr. Philip Willink 
Illinois Natural History Survey 
1816 South Oak Street 
Champaign, IL 61820 
 
LOCAL AGENCIES 
 
Mr. Ray Giderof 
Public Building Commision of Chicago 
City of Chicago 
50 West Washington Street 
Chicago, IL 60602 
 
Mr. Kerl LaJeune 
Public Building Commission of Chicago 
City of Chicago 
50 West Washington Street 
Chicago, IL 60602 

 
Mr. Vasile Jurca 
Chicago Department of Transportation 
City of Chicago 
2 North LaSalle Street 
Chicago, IL 60602 
 
Ms. Heather Gleason 
Chicago Park District 
City of Chicago 
4830 South Western Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60609 
 
Mr. Matthew Santagata 
Chicago Park District 
City of Chicago 
4830 South Western Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60609 
 
Mr. Noel Webber 
Chicago Park District 
City of Chicago 
4830 South Western Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60609 
 
Mr. Mark Wagstaff 
SmithGroup  
35 E Wacker Drive 
Suite 900 
Chicago, IL 60601 
 
Chicago Public Library 
Blackstone Branch 
4904 South Lake Park Avenue 
Chicago IL, 60615 
 
LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS 
 
Ms. Betsy Mensah 
Advocates for Morgan Shoal 
 
Dr. Heather Dalmage 
Advocates for Morgan Shoal 
 
Ms. Joy Clendenning 
Advocates for Morgan Shoal 
 
Ms. Karen Reyes 
Advocates for Morgan Shoal 
 
Ms. Huu Ngyuen 
Advocates for Morgan Shoal 
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Mr. Matt Altstiel  
Alliance for the Great Lakes 
150 North Michigan Avenue, Suite 750 
Chicago, IL 60601 
 
Mr. Tom Fazzini 
Alliance for the Great Lakes 
150 North Michigan Avenue, Suite 760 
Chicago, IL 60601 
 
Ms. Judith Pollock 
Chicago Bird Alliance 
5801-C North Pulaski 
Chicago, IL 60646 
 
Dr. Gerald Thomas 
Chicago Maritime Museum 
1200 West 35th Street, River Level 
Chicago, IL 60609 
 
Mr. Brian Gladstein 
Friends of the Parks 
67 East Madison, Suite 1817 
Chicago, IL 60603 
 
Ms. Egna Setiawan 
Friends of the Parks 
67 East Madison, Suite 1817 
Chicago, IL 60603 
 
Mr. William Swislow 
Lakefront Anonymous 
Interesting Ideas 
 
Mr. Wallace Goode, Jr. 
Hyde Park Chamber of Commerce 
1525 East 53rd Street 
Chicago, IL 60615 
 
Mr. Marc Monaghan 
Hyde Park Herald  
6100 S. Blackstone Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60637 
 
Ms. Louise McCurry 
Hyde Park Kenwood Community Conference 
1507 East 53rd Street, #404 
Chicago, IL 60615 
 
Mr. Ward Miller 
Preservation Chicago 
205 West Monroe Street, Suite 400 
Chicago, IL 60606 
 
 
 

Mr. Adam Natenshon 
Preservation Chicago 
205 West Monroe Street, Suite 400 
Chicago, IL 60606 
 
Mr. Jack Spicer 
Promontory Point Conservancy 
 
Ms. Debra Hammond  
Promontory Point Conservancy 
 
Dr. Austin Happel 
Daniel P. Haerther Center for Conservation and 
Research 
John. G. Shedd Aquarium 
1200 South DuSable Lake Shore Drive 
Chicago, IL 60605 
 
Mr. Scott Reimer 
Underwater Archaeological Society of Chicago 
P.O. Box 11752 
Chicago, IL 60611 
 
Ms. Pam Nelson 
Underwater Archaeological Society of Chicago 
P.O. Box 11752 
Chicago, IL 60611 
 
TRIBAL NATIONS 
 
Chairman John Barrett 
Citizen Potawatomi Executive Council 
1601 S. Gordon Cooper Drive 
Shawnee, OK 74801 
 
Dr. Kelli Mosteller 
Citizen Potawatomi Executive Council 
1601 S. Gordon Cooper Drive 
Shawnee, OK 74801 
 
Mr. Ben LaRonge 
Forest County Potawatomi Executive Council 
P.O. Box 340 
Crandon, WI 54520 
 
Chairperson Ned Daniels 
Forest County Potawatomi Executive Council 
P.O. Box 340 
Crandon, WI 54520 
 
Chairman Darwin Kaskaske 
Kickapoo Tribe of Oklahoma 
P.O. Box 70 
McLoud, OK 74851 
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Mr. Kent Collier 
Kickapoo Tribe of Oklahoma 
P.O. Box 70 
McLoud, OK 74851 
 
Chairman Kenneth Meshigaud 
Hannahville Potawatomi Tribal Council 
N 14911 Hannahville Rd. 
Wilson, MI 49896 
 
Chairperson Regina Gasco-Bentley 
Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians, 
Michigan 
7500 Odawa Circle 
Harbor Springs, MI 49740 
 
Ms. Melissa Wiatrolik 
Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians, 
Michigan 
7500 Odawa Circle 
Harbor Springs, MI 49740 
 
Chairman Ron Corn Sr. 
Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin 
P.O. Box 910 
Keshena, WI 54135 
 
Mr. David Grignon 
Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin 
P.O. Box 910 
Keshena, WI 54135 
 
Chief Douglas Lankford 
Miami Tribe of Oklahoma 
P.O. Box 1326 
Miami, OK 74355 
 
Ms. Diane Hunter 
Miami Tribe of Oklahoma 
P.O. Box 1326 
Miami, OK 74355 
 
Chairperson Joseph Rupnick 
Prairie Band Potawatomi Tribal Council 
16281 Q. Road 
Mayetta, KS 66509 
 
Mr. Raphael Wahwassuck 
Prairie Band Potawatomi Tribal Council 
16282 Q. Road 
Mayetta, KS 66509 
 
INTERESTED PARTIES 
 
Ms. Abby 
 

Ms. Addie Grosse 
 
Ms. Akila Raoul 
 
Mr. Alec Gross 
 
Ms. Amanda Englert 
 
Ms. Angela McLemore 
 
Ms. Anita Lathrop 
 
Ms. Asha Armstrong 
 
Ms. Ashley Jackson 
 
Ms. Azucena Gomez 
 
Mr. Ben Roitman 
 
Ms. Bernice Helena Thomas 
 
Ms. Beth Sampson 
 
Ms. Beverly Thompson 
 
Mr. Bill Stamets 
 
Mr. Bob Kass 
 
Ms. Brenda Nelms 
 
Mr. Charles Kyle 
 
Ms. Chelsea Chism-Vargas 
 
Ms. Christine Vollmer 
 
Ms. Daniella Pereira  
 
Mr. Darryl Holiday 
 
Ms. DD Klionsky 
 
Ms. Deb Hass 
 
Ms. Debora Hass 
 
Ms. Dernea Thomas 
 
Mr. and Mrs. Dockett 
 
Mr. Greg Lane 
 
Mr. Hector Betanzos 
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Mr. Isaac Stanley 
 
Mr. Isaac Tobin 
 
Ms. Isabella Allen 
 
Ms. Janet Gray-McKennis 
 
Ms. Jean Robbins 
 
Mr. John Robbins 
 
Mr. Jonathan 
 
Mr. Jordy Breslau 
 
Mr. Juan Vazquez 
 
Ms. Kara Scott 
 
Ms. Kay Sykes 
 
Ms. Kelly Friedl 
 
Ms. Kerry Bradford 
 
Ms. Kristy Ulric-Papczun 
 
Ms. Laura Letinsky 
 
Ms. Laura Voss-Allen 
 
Mr. Lionel Lugo 
 
Ms. Lisa Samra 
 
Mr. Marc Lipinski 
 
Mr. Marco Ferrari 
 
Mr. Mark Graham 
 
Mr. Maurice Williams 
 
Ms. Maya Andelson 
 
Mr. Michael Cotton 
 
Mr. Michael Rachlis 
 
Mr. Michael Scott 
 
Mr. Mike Grosse 
 
Mr. Mike Lipinski  
 

Ms. Milla Lubis  
 
Ms. Myla Voss-Allen 
 
Ms. Naomi Klionsky 
 
Mr. Noah 
 
Mr. Noah Asimow 
 
Mr. Patrick Papczun 
 
Mr. Pereira 
 
Mr. Pierre Wagenseil 
 
Mr. Raul Sobrero 
 
Ms. Roberta Trotter 
 
Ms. Robin Emmons 
 
Ms. Robin Kaufman 
 
Ms. Rosa 
 
Ms. Ruby Bradford 
 
Ms. Shaina Tucker 
 
Ms. Sharla Paul 
 
Ms. Sherry Williams 
 
Ms. Steph 
 
Ms. Stephanie 
 
Ms. Susan Rosenberg 
 
Ms. Tchiya ElMaat 
 
Mr. Timothy Campbell 
 
Mr. Tom Gerschick 
 
Ms. Umnia Khan 
 
Ms. Valerie Villegas 
 
Mr. Vance Wheeler 
 
Mr. Vince Salette 
 
Mr. William Sites 
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