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T he Strait of Magellan, named after 
the Portuguese explorer Ferdinand 
Magellan, is a navigable sea route 

immediately south of mainland Chile and is 
a natural passage between the Atlantic and 
Pacific oceans. The George Washington Strike 
Group, along with ships from the Chilean Navy, 
transited the Strait of Magellan June 3-5, 
completing the Atlantic Ocean portion of its 
Southern Seas 2024 deployment. 

During the two-day transit, George 
Washington Sailors from multiple departments 
contributed to the ship’s safe passage 
through the 570-kilometer strait. The passage 
required a master-helmsman to steer the ship 
throughout the potentially hazardous pass. 

“I am one of three master helms on board,” 
said Quartermaster 3rd Class Kyva Gardner, 
assigned to navigation department. “Due to 
the risk of running into shoal water, buoys or 
anything hazardous, we are required to have 
someone steer who can maintain a consistent 
course without deviating more than .2 degrees 
port or starboard.” 

The navigation team worked together to 
capture bearings from physical structures 
to establish the ship’s position and ensure 
the ship is on course. They compare these 
bearings from the watchstanders to the Voyage 
Management System which is similar to a GPS. 

“The Strait of Magellan transit served as a 
valuable training opportunity for qualifying 
junior quartermasters in different aspects of 

their rate,” said Gardner. "They learned the 
importance of bearings and how it assists with 
overall navigation of the ship.”

Due to the weather conditions in the region, 
aerographer’s mates played an essential role 
to safely get the ships and crew through the 
strait.  

 “Junior AGs learned that this part of the 
world is very dynamic,” said Aerographer’s 
Mate 1st Class Taylor C. Kane (IW/AW/SW), 
assigned to intelligence department. “[This 
transit required us to] coordinate with nearly 
every department across the ship. We provided 
our meteorological expertise, and were relied 
on heavily for up to date and current weather 
observations.”

Prior to entering the Strait, George 
Washington anchored off the coast of Punta 
Arenas, Chile. Punta Arenas is considered the 
world’s southernmost city. Sailors from deck 
department had to work together to lower and 
monitor the ship’s anchor chain during the 
anchor drop evolution

As the ship navigated through the Strait, 
George Washington, Carrier Strike Group 
10, and embarked Carrier Air Wing 7 Sailors 
surveyed the snow-capped mountains from the 
flight deck and hangar bay.

 “This was a very humbling and unique 
opportunity for everyone on board,” said Kane. 
“People do not get the chance to travel this far 
south on the globe. I hope everyone took the 
time to appreciate this journey.”

STRAIT OF MAGELLAN
PHOTOGRAPHS: GWM PRODUCTIONS AND CHILEAN NAVY STORY: MC2 JOHN T. JARRETT

Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS George Washington (CVN 73) transits the Strait of 
Magellan, June 5, 2024.
Photo by MC2 David C. Fines
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Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS George Washington (CVN 73) transits the Strait of Magellan, 
June 5, 2024.
Photo by MC1 Marc O. Cuenca

Argentine Foreign Minister Diana Mondino, left, U.S. Ambassador to Argentina Marc Stanley, middle, and 
Anjalina Sen, observe a flyover on the flight deck of George Washington during a Carrier Strike Group 10 
bilateral exercise with the Argentine navy while underway in the Atlantic Ocean, May 30, 2024. 
Photo by MC2 Nicholas A. Russell

GeorGe WashinGton Carrier strike Group transited the strait of maGellan CrossinG from 
the atlantiC oCean to the paCifiC oCean as a part of southern seas 2024.   

Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS George Washington (CVN 73) transits the Strait of 
Magellan, June 5, 2024.
Photo by Chilean navy
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SAILORS AT WORK
PHOTOGRAPHS: GWM PRODUCTIONS

Quartermaster Seaman Ayress Alston, from Portsmouth, 
Virginia, assigned to navigation department, determines the 
ship’s heading aboard George Washington while underway in 
the Strait of Magellan, June 4, 2024. 
Photo by MC3 Max K. Biesecker

Lt. Grace S. Huezo, from Virginia Beach, Virginia, assigned 
as supply department’s S-3 divisional officer, uses a card 
reader aboard George Washington while underway in the 
Atlantic Ocean, June 4, 2024.
Photo by MCSA Roselia Garcia

Aviation Support Equipment Technician Airman Hayes B. 
Gray, from Tampa, Florida, assigned to aircraft intermediate 
maintenance department’s IM4 division, performs maintenance 
on a spotting dolly abaord George Washington while underway 
in the Atlantic Ocean, June 4, 2024.
Photo by MC3 Keith R. Knisely

Aviation Ordnanceman Airman Hunter M. Houston, from Memphis, Tennessee, assigned 
to weapons department G4 division aboard George Washington, conducts maintenance 
aboard the ship while underway in the Pacific Ocean, June 8, 2024. 
 Photo by MC3 Justin B. Lawson
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Operations Specialist Seaman Yudibit Morales, from Hanover, 
Colorado, assigned to operations department’s OX division, 
stands watch aboard George Washington while underway in the 
Strait of Magellan, June 5, 2024.
Photo by MC3 August Clawson

Aviation Boatswain’s Mate (Aircraft Handler) 2nd Class Fernando 
Portugal, from Guayaquil, Ecuador, assigned to air department’s V-1 
division, assists with an aircraft move aboard George Washington while 
underway in the Pacific Ocean, June 6, 2024.
Photo by MC3 August Clawson

Master-at-Arms 3rd Class Lucas Bautz, from Boston, front, and Master-at-Arms 2nd Class Zachary Moore, 
from Eastville, Virginia, both assigned to security department, stand watch aboard George Washington 
while underway in the Straits of Magellan, June 4, 2024.
Photo by MC3 August Clawson

Aviation Structural Mechanic 3rd Class Alan Hopton-Jones, 
from Birmingham, Alabama, assigned to Airborne Command and 
Control Squadron (VAW) 116, conducts preflight checks on an 
E-2C Hawkeye on the George Washington while underway in the 
Pacific Ocean, June 8, 2024.
Photo by MC3 August Clawson
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DISTINGUISHED GUESTS
PHOTOGRAPHS: MC3 AUGUST CLAWSON

Adm. Juan De La Maza Larrain, chief of the Chilean navy, answers a question during an interview 
onboard George Washington while anchored off the coast of Punta Arenas, Chile, June 4, 2024.

U.S. Marine Corps Lt. Gen. Leonard Anderson IV, commander, Marine 
Corps Forces South, and Chilean navy Rear Adm. Mauricio Arenas 
Menares, commander, Chilean national fleet, speak in the flag mess 
aboard George Washington while anchored off the coast of Punta 
Arenas, Chile, June 4, 2024.

The Chilean official party waves goodbye while disembarking 
George Washington while anchored off the coast of Punta Arenas, 
Chile, June 4, 2024. 

Members of the Chilean navy and U.S. Navy official party 
prepare to board George Washington while anchored off the 
coast of Punta Arenas, Chile, June 4, 2024.

GeorGe WashinGton hosts distinGuished visitors from Chile in its mission of strenGtheninG partnerships in 
the 4th fleet area of responsibility durinG southern seas 2024. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS: MCSA ROSELIA GARCIA

Ensign Christopher Houy of Cambodian heritage, from Memphis, 
Tennessee, the ships fuels boatswain’s mate, poses for a photo 
on George Washington while underway in the Atlantic Ocean, 
May 3, 2024.

Ensign Christopher Houy of Cambodian heritage, from Memphis, 
Tennessee, the ships fuels boatswain’s mate, poses for a photo 
on George Washington while underway in the Atlantic Ocean, 
May 3, 2024.

GeorGe WashinGton Celebrates those of Caribbean-ameriCan heritaGe Who serve the nation 
and Contribute to our shared future. 

NATIONAL CARRIBEAN AMERICAN 
HERITAGE MONTH

Sailors aboard George Washington participate in a Caribbean-American Heritage event in the hangar 
bay while underway in the Pacific Ocean , June 7, 2024. 

Sailors aboard George Washington pose for a photo following a Caribbean-American Heritage event in 
the hangar bay while underway in the Pacific Ocean , June 7, 2024. 
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What’s a Sailor’s favorite 
snack?

Ships and salsa. 

THE GW
CROSSWORD

ANSWERS IN NEXT WEEK’S 
SURVEYOR

GEORGE’S JOKE CORNER SUDOKU

ACROSS
3 Closed down.

5 The “M” in MWR.

8 DANGER, CAUTION, OUT OF 
COMMISSION.

9 The relative bearing of your ship from 
another ship.

11 Inflatable life preserver.

13 Assigned to detect and immediately 
extinguish fires during welding operations.

14 The most basic form of preventive 
maintenance. 

DOWN
1 Allow two hoses to be attached to one 
fireplug.

2 Going into upper areas of the 
superstructure.

4 The “D” in FOD. 

6 One of the most effective means of 
preventive maintenance.

7 A length of line secured to the bow of 
the boat for towing or making fast. 

10 The basic component of nearly 
every ships or boats steering system. 

12 A flag is considered _____ when 
it is furled and placed in a protective 
covering.

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTIONS

ACROSS
3. shipshape
7. groundzero
10. shoring
11. drift
14. notices

DOWN
1. discipline
2. twohats
4. brightwork
5. fender
6. holiday
8. Truck
9. athwart
12. davits
13. beam

Think you’ve got a better joke? Make a submission
to MC2 Jarrett at john.jarrett@cvn73.navy.mil

Copyright © 2024 printablecreative.com | For personal use only

Fill in the puzzle so that every row across, every column down and
every 9 by 9 box contains the numbers 1 to 9.

Puzzle #1

1 3 4 8

7 2

8 2

2 6 4

2 7

4

8 2 4 6 9

9 6 2 4

7 8 5

Untitled

1

2

3 4

5 6

7

8

9 10

11 12

13

14

https://crosswordlabs.com/view/2024-06-06-603 6/6/24, 19:38
Page 1 of 2
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DISCLAIMER: The Surveyor is an authorized publication for Sailors serving aboard USS George Washington (CVN 73). The thoughts and 
views expressed within belong to the authors and contributors and do not necessarily represent those of the U.S. government, the Department 
of Defense, the Department of the Navy, or the Commanding Officer of USS George Washington. All news releases, photos, or information for 
publication in The Surveyor must be submitted to the Public Affairs Officer.

FOR MEDIA REQUESTS
MEDIAPHOTOREQUEST@CVN73.NAVY.MIL
MEDIAPRINTREQUESTS@CVN73.NAVY.MIL


