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“I’m proud of all the work we’ve done. 
I’m proud of all the work that went on in 

Rio – all of the events we hosted and the 
distinguished visitor operations. It was 
a great success, and we couldn’t have 

done it without everybody on the team.”
-Capt. Tim Waits

  Commanding Officer,
  USS George Washington 

A MESSAGE 
FROM THE CO
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The George Washington Strike Group 
departed Rio de Janeiro after a 
scheduled port visit May 24. Rio de 

Janeiro was the first international port visit 
of the Southern Seas 2024 deployment. 

While anchored off the coast of Rio de 
Janeiro, USS George Washington (CVN 73) 
hosted a formal diplomatic reception in 
the ship’s hangar bay. In attendance were 
Ambassador Elizabeth F. Bagley, United 
States ambassador to Brazil, Gen. Laura 
J. Richardson, commander, U.S. Southern 
Command, and Adm. Renato Freire, chief 
of defense Armed Forces of Brazil, along 
with other local community leaders and 
distinguished guests. 

During the reception, Bagley and 
Richardson both spoke on the longstanding 
relationship between Brazil and United 
States. 

“You are here because you represent the 
best of Brazil and the friendship between 
our two nations,” said Bagley. “This year 
we celebrate our bicentennial – 200 years 
that made a profound impact on both of our 
countries.”

Bagley also highlighted the significance 
of the Southern Seas 2024 deployment and 
the overall mission to strengthen bilateral 
partnerships and encourage interoperability 
among countries in the 4th Fleet area of 
responsibility. 

“Like-minded democracies and the 

Port Visit: Rio de Janeiro
PHOTOGRAPHS: GWM PRODUCTIONS STORY: MC3 JOHNATHAN M. MEIGHAN

relationship that Brazil and the United 
States have is very important,” said 
Richardson. “The relationships and 
friendships that we’ve built over time have 
outlasted all of the commanders here.”

Over 300 guests attended the reception, 
and the central band of the Brazilian Marine 
Corps performed throughout the evening. 
Sailors assigned to George Washington 
prepared and served refreshments. Guests 
toured the ship’s hangar bay and flight 
deck which offered a scenic view of Rio de 
Janeiro. 

George Washington’s Morale, Welfare, 
and Recreation program offered a variety of 
tours and activities for Sailors in the area 
during the four-day visit. The tours included 
Sugarloaf Mountain, Christ the Redeemer 
– one of the Seven Wonders of the World – 
and other local attractions.

“It was quite an experience to the see sites 
of Rio,” said Airman Sydney A. Paiz, from 
Las Vegas. “Getting the chance to see places 
like Christ the Redeemer and Sugarloaf 
Mountain was just an amazing experience.”

George Washington, is deployed as part of 
Southern Seas 2024 which seeks to enhance 
capability, improve interoperability, and 
strengthen maritime partnerships with 
countries throughout the U.S. Southern 
Command area of responsibility through 
joint, multinational, and interagency 
exchanges and cooperation. 
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The central band of the Brazilian Marine Corps perform for guests at a formal reception aboard Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS George Washington  in Rio De Janeiro, May 22, 2024.
MC3 Johnathan Meighan

Brazilian Adm. Reinato Freire, Chief of Defense Armed Forces of Brazil, Ambassador 
Elizabeth F. Bagley, U.S. Ambassador to Brazil, Culinary Specilaist 3rd Class Shelby Spinato, 
and General Laura J. Richardson, Commander U.S. Southern Command, left to right, cut a 
ceremonial cake during a formal reception aboard George Washington in Rio de Janeiro, May 
22, 2024
MC2 John T. Jarrett

Ambassador Elizabeth F. Bagley, United States Ambassador to Brazil, left, is greeted by 
Captain Tim Waits, commanding officer of George Washington, during a formal reception in 
Rio de Janeiro, May 22, 2024.
MC3 Johnathan M. Meighan

Sailors aboard George Washington parade the colors during a formal reception 
while underway in the Atlantic Ocean, May 22, 2024.
MC3 Justin B. Lawson

Ambassador Elizabeth F. Bagley, U.S. Ambassador to Brazil, from Elmira, New York, 
addresses guests at a formal reception aboard Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS George 
Washington in Rio De Janeiro, Brazil, May 22, 2024.
MC2 John T. Jarrett 
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PHOTOGRAPHS: MC3 MAX K. BIESECKER AND GEOFFREY L. OTTINGER
RIO DE JANEIRO

Sailors assigned to George Washington Carrier Strike Group pose at the Escadaria Selaron in Rio de Janeiro, May 
21, 2024.
Photo by Max K. Biesecker

Sailors assigned to George Washington Carrier Strike Group tour the Rio de Janeiro Cathedral in Rio de Janeiro, May 21, 2024.
Photo by Max K. Biesecker

Sailors assigned to George Washington Carrier Strike Group tour Sugarloaf Mountain in 
Rio de Janeiro,  May 21, 2024.
Photo by Max K. Biesecker

Sailors assigned to George Washington Carrier Strike Group tour Rio de Janeiro with the Morale, Welfare, and 
Recreation program, May 21, 2024.
Photo by Max K. Biesecker
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George Washington Carrier Strike Group Sailors Explored Rio de Janeiro for 
liberty. MWR offered tour packages including Escadaria Selaron, Sugarloaf 
Mountain, and one of the Seven Wonders of the World, Christ the Redeemer. RIO DE JANEIRO

Sailors assigned to George Washington Carrier Strike Group tour Sugarloaf Mountain in 
Rio de Janeiro,  May 21, 2024.
Photo by Max K. Biesecker

Sailors assigned to George Washington Carrier Strike Group tour the Christ the Redeemer landmark, in Rio de Janeiro, 
May 21, 2024.
Photo by Geoffrey L. Ottinger

Sailors assigned to George Washington Carrier Strike Group tour Rio de Janeiro with the Morale, Welfare, and 
Recreation program, May 21, 2024.
Photo by Max K. Biesecker
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ADD CAPTIONS. CAPTIONS ARE NORMALLY IN THE IMAGE OR 
THEY ARE TO THE OUTSIDE OF THE IMAGE. 
IF CAPTIONS ARE WHITE, INCREASE THE SIZE BY ONE POINT 
TO INCREASE LEGIBILITY.
JULIAN EDELMAN AND 
DANNY AMENDOLA VISIT

Julian Edelman and Danny Amendola, former New England Patriots players, pose with Sailors aboard  George Washington while underway in the Atlantic 
Ocean, May 19, 2024.

Julian Edelman and Danny Amendola, former New England Patriots players, 
meet with Sailors aboard George Washington while underway in the 
Atlantic Ocean, May 19, 2024.

Danny Amendola, former New England Patriots player, plays Madden with 
Sailors aboard George Washington while underway in the Atlantic Ocean, 
May 19, 2024.

Julian Edelman and Danny Amendola, former New England Patriots players, 
purchase merchandise aboard George Washington while underway in the 
Atlantic Ocean, May 19, 2024.

George Washington Carrier Strike Group welcomes 
Super Bowl winning NFL players aboard during 
Southern Seas 2024 deployment.

PHOTOGRAPHS: MC3 JUSTIN B. LAWSON
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ADD CAPTIONS. CAPTIONS ARE NORMALLY IN THE IMAGE OR 
THEY ARE TO THE OUTSIDE OF THE IMAGE. 
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TO INCREASE LEGIBILITY.

CONGRATULATIONS!
TEAM FREEDOM & WARFIGHTER!

SELECTED

EMNC WEGMANN, JAMES
MMNC SMITH, COLIN

EMNC ABMEYER, BRADFORD
MMNC BECKER, WAYNE
ETNC KILLIAN, THOMAS

MMNC MISIAK, BRANDON

CTMC GAY, ELIZABETH
ABFC HAUSMAN, JASON
ABFC MCCLOUD, MARK

HMC MOORE, EARL
ATC MOORE, MICHAEL

HMC OTERO, MARIA
CTMC REID, RASHAAD

MMC RICHARDS, MATTHEW
AOC THORNTON, CARLOS

ABHC ARCINIEGAFERNANDEZ, JUAN
PSC ARKEMA, DAVID

ATC BARTMESS, NOAH
ABEC BELL, JUSTIN
LNC BELNA, TANYA

ATC BENNETT, JAMES
ADC CALHOUN, JOHNATHAN

ICC CORBETT, ROBERT
ITC FRIED, ANDREW

SCREENED

AMC ASUNCION, MELVIN
AMC BIEDERMAN, CHRISTOPHER

YNC BRYANT, CHRISTOPHER
AMEC CAPPONCELLI, ELI

NCC DAJER, JOSE
AWSC HOWARD, ANDREW

AWRC JONES, KC
ADC LAUERNAN, ROLLAND

AMC LIBBY, NICHOLAS
ATC PILGRIM, TIMOTHY
AWSC SMITH, MATHEW
ITC SOBOLIK, BRANDON

AMC STRATTON, BRIDGIT
ATC VANAUKEN, NICHOLAS

ITC ZELLER, LAURENCE

SCREENED

SCREENED

ADCS KNAUB, RUSSELL
ATCS LENT, CHRISTOPHER

SELECTED

MMNCS GLEN, SEAN

SCREENED

MCCS BENT, LORI
ATCS THOMPSON, TIMOTHY
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What vegetables do Sailors 
hate?

Leeks.

THE GW
CROSSWORD

ANSWERS IN NEXT MONTH’S 
SURVEYOR

GEORGE’S JOKE CORNER SUDOKU

ACROSS
3 The force that acts in an upward direction 
to support aircraft.

6 The art of causing people to do what is 
required to accomplish a task or mission.

9 Formal means of paying respect to 
personnel of senior rank or position.

12 Body of a rocket or missile, which 
determines its flight characteristics.

13 A tube, closed at one end, from which a 
projectile is propelled.

14 A permament, written record of 
occurences during watch.

DOWN
1 When an admiral takes a ship to be 
his or her headquarters.

2 Passive weapons that are planted 
under the water.

4 A ship closure that seals an opening 
in the deck.

5 Official ritual that honor individual 
or unit achievements or noteworthy 
occurences.

7 A means of establishing policies 
and procedures that are of a more 
permanent, long-term nature. 

8 The main body of an aircraft.

10 Self-propelled explosive carrying 
underwater weapon.

11 Personnel recall. All hands return 
to ship.

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTIONS

ACROSS
1. Fathom
5. List
10. Seaworthy
11. Radar
13. Halyard
14. Brig

DOWN
2. Helm
3. Magazine
4. Seaworthiness
6. Secure
7. Island
8. Wharf
9. Pollywog
12. Dip

Think you’ve got a better joke? Make a submission
to MC2 Jarrett at john.jarrett@cvn73.navy.mil

Untitled
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https://crosswordlabs.com/view/2024-05-25-195 5/25/24, 17:04
Page 1 of 2
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DISCLAIMER: The Surveyor is an authorized publication for Sailors serving aboard USS George Washington (CVN 73). The thoughts and 
views expressed within belong to the authors and contributors and do not necessarily represent those of the U.S. government, the Department 
of Defense, the Department of the Navy, or the Commanding Officer of USS George Washington. All news releases, photos, or information for 
publication in The Surveyor must be submitted to the Public Affairs Officer.

FOR MEDIA REQUESTS
MEDIAPHOTOREQUEST@CVN73.NAVY.MIL
MEDIAPRINTREQUESTS@CVN73.NAVY.MIL
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