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A MESSAGE 
FROM THE CO

“I want to welcome our embarked 
international staff. They joined us while we 
were pier side in Mayport. We are proud 
to have you with us and look forward to 
working with you as we carry out Southern 
Seas 2024.”

- CAPT. Tim Waits, 
Commanding Officer,
USS GEORGE WASHINGTON (CVN 73)

WELCOME ABOARD
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Distinguished visitors and community leaders from Jacksonville, 
Florida, attend a formal reception aboard George Washington in 
Mayport, Florida, April 30, 2024. 

MAYPORT RECEPTION
George Washington made its first port visit 

during Southern Seas 2024 in Mayport, Florida, 
April 29. This port call was the first stop for 

George Washington as the ship circumnavigates South 
America on its journey to Yokosuka, Japan.

During George Washington’s first week at sea, air 
department and embarked squadrons with Carrier Air 
Wing (CVW) 7 began cyclic operations, launching and 
recovering aircraft on the flight deck. These evolutions 
improve the ship’s proficiency and mission readiness. 

While pierside in Naval Station Mayport, Rear 
Adm. James A. Aiken, commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Southern Command/U.S. 4th Fleet, hosted a formal 
ceremony aboard the ship where he welcomed local 
community leaders and distinguished guests to 
celebrate the Southern Seas 2024 deployment. He spoke 
on the significance of this deployment and its purpose 
of building friendships and partnerships within the 4th 
Fleet area of responsibility. 

“It’s the opportunity to be able to operate at sea with 
partners and allies,” said Aiken. “We’re going to build on 
the partnerships we’ve developed over so many years.”

George Washington is deployed as part of Southern 
Seas 2024; which seeks to enhance capability, improve 
interoperability, and strengthen maritime partnerships 
with countries throughout the U.S. Southern Command 
area of responsibility through joint, multinational and 
interagency exchanges and cooperation.

PHOTOGRAPHS: MC2 JOHN T. JARRETT STORY: MC3 JOHNATHAN M. MEIGHAN

Rear Adm. James A. Aiken, right, commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Southern Command/U.S. 4th Fleet, from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
cuts a cake during a formal reception aboard George Washington in 
Mayport, Florida, April 30, 2024.
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SAILORS AT WORK
PHOTOGRAPHS: GWM PRODUCTIONS

Aviation Boatswain’s Mate Aircraft Handling 2nd Class Carson Cooper, from Idaho 
Falls, Idaho, assigned to air department’s V-3 division, moves an MH-60S Seahawk 
in the hangar deck of George Washington in the Atlantic Ocean, April 27, 2024.
Photo by MC3 August Clawson

Aviation Machinist’s Mate 2nd Class Samuel K. Frantz, left, from Amory, Mississippi, and Aviation 
Machinist’s Mate 2nd Class Lazaro A. Sainz, from Miami, assigned to Helicopter Sea Combat 
Squadron (HSC) 5 aboard George Washington, perform maintenance on an MH-60S Seahawk while 
underway in the Atlantic Ocean, April 26, 2024. 
Photo by MC3 Wadelon G. Presley

Electronics Technician 3rd Class Jacob Oellerich, front, from Augusta, Georgia, 
assigned to the combat systems department aboard George Washington, performs 
radio maintenance while underway in the Atlantic Ocean, May 2, 2024. 
Photo by MC3 Max K. Biesecker

6 SURVEYOR |  MAY 5, 2024



SAILORS AT WORK

Aviation Machinist’s Mate 3rd Class Amais Williams, from Charlotte, North Carolina, assigned to 
aircraft intermediate maintenance department aboard George Washington, conducts maintenance 
on a jet engine while underway in the Atlantic Ocean, May 2, 2024.
Photo by MC3 Max K. Biesecker

Electronics Technician 3rd Class Jacob Oellerich, front, from Augusta, Georgia, 
assigned to the combat systems department aboard George Washington, performs 
radio maintenance while underway in the Atlantic Ocean, May 2, 2024. 
Photo by MC3 Max K. Biesecker

Logistics Specialist Seaman Apprentice Racheal Wimmler, from 
Bullhead, Arizona, assigned to supply department aboard George 
Washington, unloads cargo prior to sea and anchor in Mayport, 
Florida, May 1, 2024. 
Photo by MC3 Max K. Biesecker

Sailors aboard George Washington hit the ground 
running during their first week at sea in support 
of Southern Seas 2024 deployment.
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PHOTOGRAPHS: MC3 WADELON G. PRESLEY

Personnel Specialist Seaman Dianna B. Mirabel, from Quezon, 
Philippines, assigned to administration department aboard George 
Washington, poses for a photo while underway in the Atlantic Ocean, 
May 1, 2024.

Chief Religious Program Specialist Long Lee of Hmong heritage, 
from Willows, California, assigned to command religious ministries 
department aboard George Washington, poses for a photo while 
underway in the Atlantic Ocean, May 1, 2024.  

Ensign Christopher Houy of Cambodian heritage, from Memphis, 
Tennessee, the ships fuels boatswain’s mate, poses for a photo 
on George Washington while underway in the Atlantic Ocean, 
May 3, 2024.

Chief Warrant Officer 2 Nancy L. Bruzon of Filipino heritage, 
from Jacksonville, Florida, assigned to HSC 5 aboard George 
Washington, poses for a photo while unerway in the Atlantic 
Ocean, May 3, 2024.

We acknowledge the contributions of Asian 
American, Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islanders 
who serve the Nation and are instrumental to its 
future.

ASIAN AMERICAN 
NATIVE HAWAIIAN
PACIFIC ISLANDER 
HERITAGE MONTH
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Whats a Sailors favorite 
movie?

A Sequel.

THE GW
CROSSWORD

ANSWERS IN NEXT MONTH’S 
SURVEYOR

GEORGE’S JOKE CORNER SUDOKU

ACROSS
2 Visual Information Personnel

6 A structure similar to a reef, but more 
gradual in its rise from the floor of the 
ocean. 

7 A person who crossed the equator.

8 A solid structure along a bank for loading 
and offloading vessels.

9 Trail left by or other object moving 
through the water

DOWN
1 A boat assigned for COs personal 
use

3 Emission control

4 A day devoted to deep cleaning 

5 To throw overboard

6  To engage in irresponsible 
horseplay

7  Extreme forward edge of ships’ 
bowLAST MONTH’S SOLUTIONS

ACROSS
2. Rating
5. Jersey
6. Bow
9. Helmsman
10. Traino
14. Constellation

DOWN
1. AnchorsAweigh
2. Brow
4. Seaworthiness
5. Ordnance
6. Armstrong
11. AFFF
12. Detailers
13. Billet

Think you’ve got a better joke? Make a submission
to MC2 Jarrett at john.jarrett@cvn73.navy.mil

Copyright © 2024 printablecreative.com | For personal use only

Fill in the puzzle so that every row across, every column down and every 9 by
9 box contains the numbers 1 to 9.

Puzzle #1

1 8 5 3 6 2

8 7 1 9

4 7 6 1 9 8 3

5 9 3 7

2 8 1

2 7 4

9 1 7 3

9 4 3

6 5

Build your own custom worksheet at education.com/worksheet-generator

© 2007 - 2024 Education.com

THE GW CROSSWORD

1

2 3

4

5 6

7

8

9

Down: Across:
1. boat assigned for COs personal use 2. Visual information personnel
3. emission control 6. a structure similar to a reef, but more
4. a day devoted to general cleaning gradual in its rise from the floor of the
5. to throw overboard ocean
6. to engage in irresponsible horseplay 7. a person who crossed the equator
7. extreme forward edge of a ship’s bow 8. a solid structure along a bank for loading

and offloading vessels
9. trail left by a vessel or other object moving

through the water

®
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DISCLAIMER: The Surveyor is an authorized publication for Sailors serving aboard USS George Washington (CVN 73). The thoughts and 
views expressed within belong to the authors and contributors and do not necessarily represent those of the U.S. government, the Department 
of Defense, the Department of the Navy, or the Commanding Officer of USS George Washington. All news releases, photos, or information for 
publication in The Surveyor must be submitted to the Public Affairs Officer.

FOR MEDIA REQUESTS
MEDIAPHOTOREQUEST@CVN73.NAVY.MIL
MEDIAPRINTREQUESTS@CVN73.NAVY.MIL


