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Louisiana National Guard Black Hawk pilots fill their Bambi Bucket at 
a dip site in Susanville, California, approximately 30 miles away from 
their drop location while responding to another small fire north of the 
Yosemite Telegraph fires in July. 
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T
he Louisiana Air National Guard is rich in 
tradition; and father and son, Command 
Chief Master Sgt. James Downing Sr. and 

Senior Airman James Downing Jr. share their 
family traditions with the 159th Fighter Wing’s 
Bayou Militia. 

The duo recently celebrated a milestone few 
other father and son teams could ever dream 
of, launching an F-15 fi ghter jet together. 

“It was a pretty cool experience that not too 
many people get to do,” the younger Downing 
said. He returned from Fighter Aircraft Main-
tenance training in April and has been in the 
Guard for a little more than a year.

The elder Downing, now in charge of the 
Wing’s overall morale and well-being as the 
command chief, joined his crew chief son on 
the fl ight line June 6 to send off one of the 
unit’s jets for a training fl ight.

“It was a blast,” Downing Sr. said of work-
ing with his son. “It was defi nitely the highlight 
of my career.”

It had been more than two years since 
Downing Sr. had launched a jet in his former 
role as crew chief. “I was a little rusty, that’s 
for sure,” he said. 

“I had to bring my dad up to date on some new parts,” 
Downing Jr. said. Some things had changed since his dad 
launched planes on a regular basis.

However, for someone with as much experience launching 
as Downing Sr., the basics can never be forgotten. Downing 
Sr. crewed jets for 17 years, worked in quality assurance, and 
served as the maintenance superintendent over several sections 
including weapons, crew chiefs, avionics, alert and C-130s. 

The elder Downing is understandably proud of his four chil-
dren, all of whom his wife, Kim, homeschooled, including Me-
lissa, 20; James Jr., 18; Stephanie, 16; and Jonathan, 14. 
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“My goal is to be here when both of my sons are in the 
unit,” Downing Sr. said.

By the time the youngest son joins the 159th Fighter Wing, 
Downing Jr. will be close to graduating from college and en-
tering the active duty Air Force, with plans to fl y fi ghter jets. 
Before he goes, he hopes to repeat this launch experience 
with his dad and younger brother, too.

Going back even further, their father and grandfather, Se-
nior Master Sgt. John Downing, retired in 1994 with 20 years 
of service with the 159th Weather Flight, beginning the Down-
ing family tradition with the Bayou Militia.

Senior Airman James Downing Jr. explains to his father, Command Chief Master Sgt. James Downing Sr., the 
changes that have taken place in launching F-15 fighter jets since he last served as a crew chief more than two 
years ago in the 159th Fighter Wing of the Louisiana Air National Guard. The father/son team launched a jet 
together June 6, 2008, soon after the younger Downing returned from Fighter Aircraft Maintenance training at 
Sheppard Air Force Base, Texas.   Photo: Master Sgt. Dan Farrell, 159th Fighter Wing Multi Media Manager

The Downings
carry on family tradition

By Staff Sgt. Kristi Moon
159th Fighter Wing Public Affairs Specialist

Father-son
duo launch 
fi ghter jets, 

share history
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T en-thousand to One! Those are the approximate 
odds of winning Soldier or Noncommissioned Of-
ficer of the Year in the Louisiana National Guard.

But for two stand-out Guardsmen in the 199th Leader-
ship Regiment, months of preparation have paid off with the 
receipt of this year’s coveted title.

Sgt. Brett D. Johnston won Soldier of the Year for the 
Louisiana National Guard on April 19 at the state competi-
tion held at Camp Cook, and Staff Sgt. J. Kevin Savoy won 
NCO of the Year.

After winning at the state level, Johnston and Savoy 
moved on to the regional competition held in Bastrop, 
Texas, May 1-3 against the winners from five other states: 
Texas, Nebraska, Oklahoma, Missouri and Arkansas.

Johnston, of Tioga, La., works full-time for the Guard as 
a supply sergeant for the 199th. He is also a light wheeled 
vehicle mechanic who deployed to Afghanistan with the 
527th Engineer Battalion in 2003 in support of Operation 
Enduring Freedom.

“I love the people I work with. My job is making sure Sol-
diers have what they need,” Johnston remarked. “I enjoy 
helping people.”

Johnston, who has 11 years in the military, placed fourth 
at the state competition last year, which motivated him to 
study harder in preparation for this year’s competition.

“It’s an honor to be asked. You don’t want to turn down 
the opportunity,” explained Johnston. “A very select few get 
asked to represent their unit; if your leadership deems you 
worthy, it’s a tremendous honor.”

Johnston’s first line supervisor, Sgt. 1st Class Dale W. 
Lonidier, spoke highly of the motivated Soldier by saying he 
was someone that completes any job to the fullest.

“Give him a job and he will accomplish it. You don’t have 
to follow up,” explained Lonidier. “He is a model Soldier who 
takes his job seriously.”

Recently promoted, Johnston is the son of deceased Air 
Force Sgt. Brett Johnston and Barbara Corley of Tioga. He 
is married to the former Amanda Davenport and a graduate 
of Tioga High School.

The NCO of the year, Staff Sgt. John Kevin Savoy of 
Kinder, La., was almost expected to win the title.

As a small group leader for the Warrior Leader Course 
taught at Camp Cook, part of the Noncommissioned Of-
ficer Education System, Savoy had a considerable ad-
vantage on common tasks and regulation knowledge.

Savoy’s full-time job not only prepared him for the 

Staff Sgt. J. Kevin Savoy expertly navigates the obstacle accurately named “The 
Tough One” during regional competition for the Noncommissioned Officer of the 
Year held in Bastrop, Texas. Savoy placed fourth out of 10 competitors and was 
the oldest participant in the competition. 
U.S. Army Photo: Sgt. 1st Class Marrion LaSonde, Texas Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

Sgt. Brett Johnston of Tioga, La., loads ammo boxes into a Humvee in front of the 
supply shop for the 199th Leadership Regiment. Johnston recently won Soldier 
of the Year for the Louisiana National Guard and represented the state at the 
regional competition in Bastrop, Texas.
U.S. Army Photo: Sgt. Rebekah Malone, 225th Engineer Brigade Public Affairs Representative

Continued on page 19

199th Leadership 

Regiment 
achieves
perfection
  Both Louisiana Guard Soldier, 
  NCO of Year from same unit

By Sgt. Rebekah L. Malone
225th Engineer Brigade Public Affairs Representative 
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Two UH-60 Black Hawk helicopters and 10 Soldiers 
deployed from Army Aviation Support Facility No. 2 in Pin-
eville, La., on Jul. 13 en route to Calif., a trip that would 
take more than 13 hours.  Their mission would be to help 
aid the weary fl ight and ground crews battle the Yosemite 
Telegraph fi re near Mariposa, Calif., and the Butte Lighting 
Complex near Sacramento, Calif.

‘Looked like a war
     zone out there’

Guard Aviation Flies into

10        Pelican Dispatch /  Fall 2008

Louisiana National 
Guardsmen helped fight 

West Coast wildfires in July, 
flying to the region in two 
Black Hawk helicopters. 

Both aircrews logged more 
than120 flight hours and 

dumped more than 172,000 
gallons of water on the 
blazes that burned 1.4 

million acres upon the end 
of their rotation that would 

take them 21 days
to complete.

(Courtesy photo)

By Sgt. Rebekah L. Malone and Staff Sgt. Stephanie J. Cross
Louisiana National Guard Public Affairs Representatives

Louisiana National Guard’s State Aviation 
Command recently responded to California’s 
call for help by fl ying into the mouth of the 
dragon to help fi ght some of the worst fi res 
the state has ever experienced.  
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For 10 crew members, three weeks 
of aerial fi re fi ghting proved to be an 
invaluable experience.

The last time Louisiana Guard 
aviators performed real world fi re 
fi ghting missions was during the af-
termath of Hurricane Katrina, where 
they helped extinguish land fi res.  

Maj. Joseph M. Brocato, of Al-
exandria, La., a pilot of 16 years, 
learned you can teach an old dog new 
tricks, as he experienced some of the 
most challenging fl ying he had ever 
encountered. 

Brocato, commander of the 812th 
Medical Company (Air Ambulance), 
explained that the pilots battled fac-
tors they were unaccustomed to deal-
ing with as they navigated the diffi cult 
mountain terrain with poor visibility 
from the thick smoke; and also oper-
ated in close proximity to several air-
craft in very tight air space.

To complicate matters, the pilot’s 
aircraft had to maneuver 660-gallon 
Bambi Buckets on the end of a 30-foot 
rope to and from the dip site. After fi ll-
ing the bucket, the aircraft would then 
make a steep ascent up the narrow 
canyon to the top of the mountain with 
barely 20 feet of clearance off the tips 
of the rotor blades. 

“Visibility was bad. We had multiple 
aircraft fi ghting the same fi re and there 
were times when it was pretty tough. 
We’re not used to operating in the 
mountains because of where we’re 
from,” said Brocato. “So with these 
conditions, there were times when it 
was pretty intense.” 

To increase the visibility of the he-
licopters, the birds were painted fl uo-
rescent pink on the body and rotors 

and had operations numbers painted 
on their tails. This aided in identifying 
the camoufl aged military helicopters in 
the dense smoke.

Each mission averaged fi ve to sev-
en hours in length and consisted of 
three crew mem-
bers plus a civilian 
aircraft manager 
that instructed the 
pilots where to 
drop the water.

“When you’re fl y-
ing that much, you 
get mentally and 
physically tired,” 
Brocato said.

Flying in the ad-
verse conditions 
was challenging for 
even a veteran pi-

lot like Brocato, but he was impressed 
with the 25-year-old pilot, 1st Lt. Mi-
chael D. Bonney of Lake Charles, La., 
who just graduated from fl ight school 
only four months ago.

Louisiana National Guard Soldier and 812th Medical Company (Air Ambulance) crew chief of Black Hawk helicopter 944, 
Sgt. 1st Class Mike W. Gunnels of Marksville, La., guides the pilots into the dip site with the 660 gallon Bambi Bucket to draw 
water as they work vigorously to suppress the Telegraph fire near Yosemite during the California wildfires in July. (above)
Courtesy Photo

Louisiana National Guard Black Hawk crew members (from left) Maj. Joseph M. Brocato of Pineville, La., Pvt. 1st Class 
Chris A. Sauber of Ruston, La., Spc. Minas Filosoglou of New Orleans, Sgt. Dewayne D. Phelps (top) of Pineville, La., 
Spc. William R. LaCour (bottom) of Pollock, La., Sgt. 1st Class Mike W. Gunnels of Marksville, La., Pvt. 1st Class Patrick 
S. Fuerst of Houma, La., 1st Lt. Michael P. Bonney of Pineville, La., Chief Warrant Officer 4 Michael R. Weathers (bottom) 
and Chief Warrant Officer 4 Jack W. Mucha of Pollock, La., teamed with Department of Forestry and Fire protection to fight 
fires in Butte County and the Midpines area near the entrance to Yosemite National Park. The crews logged more than 120 
flight hours and dropped more than 160, 000 gallons of water. (below)
U.S. Army Photo: Sgt. Rebekah L. Malone, 225th Engineer Brigade Unit Public Affairs Representative

Continued on page 20
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By Master Sgt. Suzanne Chaillot
Louisiana Air National Guard State Public Affairs Offi ce

T he Louisiana Air National Guard’s 159th Fighter Wing 
deployed to Kecskemet, Hungary, for an Air Combat 
Training exercise June 12-29.  

 The two-week deployment consisted of more than 170 
fi ghter wing personnel.  The mission was to train for com-
bat against aircraft by fl ying U.S. Air Force F-15 Eagles 
against the Hungarian air force MiG-29 Fulcrums and JAS-
39 Gripens. The trip was dedicated to not only practicing 

and sharing skills, but to building relationships between the 
two countries. 

Up to 14 aircraft, or “sorties,” were fl own daily as both U.S. 
and Hungary Air Force pilots switched roles in teaching and 
practicing skills during the fl ights. 

Staff Sgt. Mark Lutz with the wings electric shop, was 
amazed to see the Hungarians perform an array of turns and 
loops during an aerial display. 

Louisiana Air National Guard F-15 jets and two Hungarian MiG-29 jets fly a combat training mission during recent Air Combat Training exercise in Kecskemet, Hungary.
Photo: Courtesy of Lt. Col. Toperczer Istva’n, Hungarian air force

Fighter pilots 
conduct combat 
training in Hungary 
Historical deployment for the Guard and Hungary Air Force 

Louisiana Air National Guardsman Michael J. Lopinto, 
159th Fighter Wing, and Brig. Gen. Istvan Peto, of the 
59th Tactical Fighter Wing, Hungarian Air Force, tour flight 
operations during a recent Air Combat Training exercise.  
Photo: Courtesy of Lt. Col. Toperczer Istva’n, Hungarian air force
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 “This is so great! I am impressed with the durabil-
ity of the MiG!” said Lutz. 

Col. Michael Lopinto, a fighter pilot and com-
mander of the 159th Fighter Wing said the experi-
ence with the Hungarians was a great learning op-
portunity for the wing. 

Lt. Col Scott Tyler, also a fighter pilot and vice 
commander of the 159th Fighter Wing, flew in the 
back seat of the JAS-39 Gripen for hands-on teach-
ing. “My first dogfight against a MiG-29 was the 
greatest sortie of my life. We fought as warriors but 
debriefed as friends,” said Tyler. 

Locals welcomed the Americans and Hungarian 
military with kindness and left a strong economic im-
pact on Kecskemet, a town of less than 100,000.

Several members of the Louisiana contingency 
met with American Ambassador to Hungary April H. 
Foley on a trip to the American Embassy in Buda-
pest. She said she was pleased to see the interac-
tion between Louisiana Air National Guard and the 
Hungarian air force. 

 “Learning to interact with the Hungarians despite 
language barriers was the best. It is good to know 
there are other nations that have a common interest 
with ours,” said Senior Airman Josh Latiolias, of the 
159th Weapons.

The knowledge gained from the deployment was 
evident on both sides. Sgt. Balaz Luki Lukacs, the 

Louisiana Guardsman Col. Michael J. Lopinto, 159th Fighter Wing commander, prepares for a training 
flight with his crew chief Senior Master Sgt. Gary Trauth.  Photo: Technical Sgt. David Miller, 159th Fighter Wing

Hungary air force engine airframe technician, said, “I have a very 
good impression about Louisiana people now that we have experi-
ence working together.” 

 “In the course of two weeks, the Hungary air force have become 
more than just North Atlantic Treaty Organization allies; they have be-
come our Hungarian friends,” said Lopinto.
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Today, there aren’t any all-black regiments in 
the United States military; however, most African-
American Soldiers serving in a Cavalry or Infantry 
regiment remember the legacy of the original Buf-
falo Soldiers, what they stood for, and the way they 
paved for future generations.

Sgt. Jason D. Robinson a native of Shreveport, 
La., serves in the 2nd Squadron, 108th Cavalry Regi-
ment as a Cavalry Scout. This 24-year-old black male 
takes pride in his affi liation to the military and in being 
considered a modern day Buffalo Soldier.

“I consider it an honor and a privilege not only to 
wear the uniform of the greatest military in the world, 
but also to carry on an important part of African-
American history by serving in a combat position,” 
Robinson said.  

The name Buffalo Soldier was given by the Na-
tive Americans only partly due to wooly hair and 
black skin. Later, more emphasis was placed on the 
fi erceness they displayed during battle, similar to 
the aggressiveness the buffalo displays when cor-
nered – often times with little provocation, waiting 
for the right opportunity to charge fearlessly.

Battling elements such as the blazing sun in the 
Southwest region and the bitter cold of the North-
west region, the Soldiers fought relentlessly. In total, 
23 Buffalo Soldiers received the Medal of Honor, the 

W ool-like hair and a dark, sun-beaten complexion are the traits of men who were called 
Buffalo Soldiers.  These prominent black men performed with courage, honor and dis-
tinction in a fi eld that was dominated by whites, earning a name that would demand 

respect and gratitude.  When all was said and done, it wasn’t their looks that those they served 
with would remember most.
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Buffalo Soldiers of Yesterday and Today
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By Spc. Qualan M. Jefferson
2nd Squadron, 108th Cavalry Regiment Unit Public Affairs Representative

Lt. Col. William T. Rachal, squadron 
commander of the 2nd Squadron, 108th 
Cavalry presents Sgt. Jason D. Robinson 
of Shreveport, his Order of the Spur 
Certificate after successfully completing 
the 2nd Annual Spur Ride during Annual 
Training 2008. Robinson is one of the 
few African-American Soldiers who serve 
in combat positions and remembers the 
legacy of the original Buffalo Soldiers. 
U.S. Army Photo: Spc. Qualan M. Jefferson 2nd 
Squadron, 108th Cavalry Regiment Unit Public 
Affairs Representative

Sgt. Ryan J. Robinson of Shreveport leads 
his squad on the obstacle course at Camp 
Minden during Annual Training 2008.  
Robinson is the only African-American 
infantry qualified noncommissioned officer 
in Troop C, 2nd Squadron 108th Cavalry 
located in Coushatta, La.
U.S. Army Photo: Spc. Qualan M. Jefferson 2nd 
Squadron, 108th Cavalry Regiment Unit Public 
Affairs Representative

Continued on page 16
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Q:  Can I continue to use STEP while on deployment?
A:   A service member can; however, the school would have to be a state-funded public school and offer a distance learning 

program.

Q:  If I’m deployed in the middle of a school semester what do I need to do?
A:   Go to your academic adviser or your school’s administrator, let them know your situation, provide them with a copy of your 

mobilization orders, and ask them what your best option is.

Q:  If I ETS during or right after my deployment, and I did not use all my exemption, do I lose my remaining semesters?
A:   No. The Guard will give you back what you missed. If you missed three semesters of school because you were deployed, 

when you return, even if you’re in ING status you will get those three semesters back.

Q:  Will I be charged with a Semester/Quarter of STEP usage if I am deployed in the middle of the Semester/Quarter?
A:   No.  Contact the STEP Manager at (504) 278-8304 and explain your situation.  You will also need to provide the STEP 

Manager and the school with a copy of your MOB order so this term does not count against you.

Q:  What do I need to do when I get back from deployment to continue my education?
A:   Contact your Education offi ce at (504) 278-8304, to let them know you want to return to school, and follow the instructions 

the offi ce gives.

Q.  What do I tell my Loan Company about my deployment?
A.   Inform your Loan Company that you are being deployed.  Inform them that you are familiar with “The Sailors Act,” and that you 

are interested in getting a Forbearance. A Forbearance is like a grace period without payments being demanded.  However, 
this may not block interest from accruing.  Do not deploy without contacting your Loan Company because if they don’t know 
you are deployed, they will assume that you are voluntarily not enrolled in school, and then payments will be expected.  

Q.  How do I make payments to my Loan Company while deployed?
A.   You can do an electronic withdrawal using online banking with your bank.  This way you can start and stop the payments 

yourself.  If this is uncomfortable for you, Finance can do an allotment for you.  Just keep in mind that thousands of Soldiers 
are deployed at the same time and it can take a while for the allotment to start, as well as to be stopped.  Last but not least, 
you can have the Loan Company set-up electronic payments.  This one I don’t recommend because once you give them 
access to your bank account, they may not stop the drafts until the loans are fi nally paid off. 

Q. Why are my loans not being paid on when I’m in the SLRP program?
A.   The main reason is that this offi ce does not have an Annual Application Release Agreement submitted by the Soldier.  Without 

this release form, The National Guard cannot obtain the information needed to make payments on the Soldier’s behalf.  

FAQs for Incentives
Q:  Does my bonus payment stop when I get mobilized? 
A:  No it does not, your anniversary payments continue as normal.

Q:  Can I get my re-enlistment bonus TAX FREE?  
A:   Yes, if you are in your 12-month window while serving in a combat zone and you extend and sign your contract while in 

country or in a month you served at least one day in a combat zone, you receive your bonus tax free.

Q:  When do I get my tax-free bonus? 
A:   If you extend while serving in a tax exempt area, your bonus is not payable until that contract starts, after your ETS. For example 

if you extend and your ETS is 10 months from now, you will receive your bonus 10 months after your contract is effective.

Q: Can AGRs and MIL Technicians receive a bonus?
A:  Yes they can, provided they meet all the requirements according to the policy in place at the time and they sign their contract 

while in Iraq, Kuwait or Afghanistan 

Q: Can CPTs and W2s receive a bonus?
A:   Yes they can, provided they meet all the requirements according to the policy in place at the time and they sign their contract 

while in Iraq, Kuwait or Afghanistan 

,

Q.  What do I tell my Loan Company about my deployment?

FAQs for Student Loan Repayment Program 

Q:  Can I continue to use STEP while on deployment?

FAQs for Student Tuition Exemption Program

FAQs for IncentivesFAQs for Incentives
Q:  Does my bonus payment stop when I get mobilized? Q:  Does my bonus payment stop when I get mobilized? 

Education Benefi tsEducation Benefi tsEducation Benefi tsEducation Benefi tsEducation Benefi tsEducation Benefi tsEducation Benefi tsEducation Benefi tsEducation Benefi tsEducation Benefi ts
For your information

,
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most of any United States military unit.
Maj. Ivory Irvin, senior Army instructor at Fair Park High 

School Junior Reserve Offi cer Training Corps and a black 
offi cer in a predominately black school in Caddo Parish, 
heavily infl uenced Robinson’s decision to join the military 
and served as one of his fi rst role models.

“I had obtained the highest rank possible in JROTC, 
Caddo Parish cadet commander, and Maj. Irvin showed me 
that if I could accomplish this, I could go into the Army and 
do the same thing with hard work and determination.”

Hard work and determination is exactly what it took for 
the fi rst Buffalo Soldiers to show what they were made of 
regardless of the circumstance. With a salary of only $13 
per month, they fought to have a new life after slavery and 
prove their equality to other men.

One of their many and often death-defying missions was 
to escort miners and settlers and protect them from Native 
American tribes who weren’t open to the idea of America 
expanding west. It was similar to the current convoy escorts 
in Iraq, making sure supplies and Soldiers get to destina-
tions safely, as the War on Terrorism continues. 

Command Sgt. Maj. Albert L. Vanzant of the 2nd Squad-
ron, 108th Cavalry Regiment, among many others, is a tes-
tament to the changes the military has made and provides 
evidence that blacks can be successful in the military.

Robinson now has a new role model. “I have been in 
the military seven years and for the fi rst time I have had 

a black sergeant major with the arrival of Command Sgt. 
Maj. Vanzant.  His presence alone gives me aspirations 
for a future position that can be obtained by a black man,” 
continued Robinson.

The desegregation of the armed forces 
by President Harry S. Truman in 1948 of-
fi cially marked an end to the all-black regi-
ments in the U.S. military. However, it didn’t 
completely end the racial injustice, nor rem-
edy the prejudice in the hearts and minds of 
a nation divided by color during this era. 

Oftentimes given the worst assignments, 
the ever so vigilant Buffalo Soldiers always 
surpassed everyone’s expectations. They 
often distinguished themselves in spite of 
being issued old horses, ammunition and 
faulty equipment. Their desertion and court 
marital rates were much lower than that of 
white Soldiers. During the period from 1880 
to 1886, the 24th Infantry held the record for 
the lowest desertion rate in the entire United 
States Army.

Modern day Buffalo Soldiers are found 
throughout the state of Louisiana within the 
ranks of the 256th Infantry Brigade Team’s 
2nd Squadron, 108th Cavalry, 2nd and 3rd 
Battalion, 156th Infantry Regiments.

“I’m a young Soldier, but I want to re-
mind others like myself or even younger 
to never give up no matter the situation, 
because those before us paved the way 
for us to succeed and not fail,” concluded 
Robinson.

Command Sgt. Maj. Albert L. Vanzant of the 2nd Squadron, 108th Cavalry proudly stands 
as the first African-American command sergeant major in the history of Fort Humbug. Fort 
Humbug is a key element in Shreveport’s military history and is formerly known as 1st 
Battalion, 156th Armor. 
U.S. Army Photo: Spc. Qualan M. Jefferson 2nd Squadron, 108th Cavalry Regiment Unit Public Affairs 
Representative

Men of Distinction continued from page 14

most of any United States military unit.
Maj. Ivory Irvin, senior Army instructor at Fair Park High 

Men of Distinction continued from page 14Men of Distinction
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IS POWERIS POWERKNOWLEDGE

Active Duty GI Bill (Chapter 30)

Reserve GI Bill (Chapter 1606)

Reserve Education Assistance Program (Chapter 1607)

ARNG GI Bill Kicker

Apprenticeships/Work Study/OJT

ARNG - Federal TA

State Funded Education Programs 

Active Army TA (AGRs and Mobilized enlisted soldiers)

ROTC Scholarships

Student Loan Repayment Program (SLRP)

Health Professional Loan Repayment Program (HPLRP)

Chaplain Loan Repayment Program (CLRP)

CLEP, DSST or eCLEP at Local College

GRE, GMAT, PRAXIS, ACT, SAT, GED, ECE

Certifi cation and Licensing Exams

Student Guide to Success

ARNG Education Support Center (ESC)

Troops to Teachers (TTT) http://www.proudtoserveagain.com/

Spouses to Teachers http://www.spousestoteachers.com/

SOCGuard

eDISCOVER

Army e-Learning

ACE Army Registry Transcript System (AARTS)

Education Counseling/Degree Planning

For Vocational or Undergraduate through Doctoral Programs

For Vocational or Undergraduate through Doctoral Programs

For Soldiers mobilized 90 days or more

Supplemental bonus to GI Bill

Receive your GI Bill dollars for working

Tuition and fees up to specifi ed cap

Based on State guidelines/elegibility (TA, waivers, exemptions, loan repayment, etc.)

Tuition costs paid up to specifi ed cap

Guaranteed Reserve Forces Duty and Dedicated Army National Guard

Money to repay student loans

Money to repay loans for AMEDD offi cers

Money to repay loans for ARNG Chaplains

Free testing for college credit. Test out of college courses

Free testing opportunities

Funding provided (i.e. Microsoft, Medical, IT, Automotive, and hundreds more)

Free test preparation to test out of 100s of college courses (videos, materials, etc.)

One stop shop available 12 hours daily

$$ Incentives for veterans to become teachers

$$ incentives for military spouces to become teachers

Military education outreach services and support of the ARNG

Career self-assessment, counseling tool

Hundreds of vocational/prep programs for promotion points/potential college credit

ACE recommended college credit for Army training

Personalized college degree plans and counseling by ESC 

EDUCATION BENEFITS
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Pugh, who currently works as the deputy city attorney for 
the offi ce of the city attorney in Jackson, Miss., assigned 
to the Jackson Police Department said, “I loved everything 
about being a prosecutor,” Pugh refl ected. “I love being in 
the courtroom, the excitement, the adrenaline … being in 
front of a judge and talking to a group of 12 people and try-
ing to argue your case.”

Even though Pugh has only a few months of service in 
the Guard, she follows a long line of Soldiers and lawyers.

Pugh’s grandfather, John F. Pugh served in World War II 
and her father, Col. John F. Pugh, Jr., retired from the Na-
tional Guard in 2004 where he served in the JAG Corps for 
nine of his 22 years. 

“I am of course delighted that Katherine joined the Louisiana 
Guard,” said Lt. Pugh’s father, Col. John Pugh, who currently 
works full-time as the executive counsel for the State Military 
Department. “I know fi rst-hand the benefi ts and satisfaction 
gained from Guard membership, particularly in Louisiana.”

Lt. Pugh’s ambition goes all the way to the top of the 
Louisiana’s JAG Corps. “I would love to be the State Judge 
Advocate and possibly a military judge. I feel both would be 
very rewarding,” she said.

At 29 years old, Pugh no longer has to debate with her 
sisters to fulfi ll her love of arguing. Her passion for dispute 
is amply fed as a civilian attorney and as a National Guard 
Soldier. 

Recruiting Assistance Program

Arguing for a living continued from page 4

How do I sign up?
It takes 2 easy steps to complete your RA application 

and become a Guard Recruiting Assistant.

Step 1: Complete the G-RAP online application.  You 
can access the application from the G-RAP homepage 
www.guardrecruitingassistant.com by clicking the “Apply 
Now!” button.

Step 2: Log into your G-RAP account and complete the 
online training.  It only takes 30 minutes, and once com-
pleted, you’ll be a certifi ed Recruiting Assistant.

What are the benefi ts?
•  Recruiting Assistants directly effect the quality of Soldiers in 

their unit

•  $2,000 for each verifi ed Non-Prior Service accession and 
shipment to BCT

•  $2,000 for each verifi ed Prior Service accession (GRAP-O)

•  Up to $8,500 for each verifi ed Offi cer commission

What is
G-Rap?

G-RAP is a contracted program designed for ARNG 
Traditional M-day Soldiers and Retirees who voluntarily 
apply on-line to serve as a Recruiting Assistant (RA).

Access to the Guard Mission Zone, an online store for free 
ARNG promotional items to assist in Recruiting Assistant duties

G-RAP is a contracted program designed for ARNG 
Traditional M-day Soldiers and Retirees who voluntarily 
apply on-line to serve as a Recruiting Assistant (RA).

Pugh, who currently works as the deputy city attorney for “I am of course delighted that Katherine joined the Louisiana 

Arguing for a livingArguing for a living continued from page 4 continued from page 4Arguing for a living  

O�  cer Candidate Sch� l 
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Staff Sgt. J. Kevin Savoy, 
member of the 199th 
Leadership Regiment 
unwinds after months 
of preparation for the 
Louisiana National Guard 
Noncommissioned Officer 
of the Year board with his 
wife, Ingrid and daughter, 
Olivia, 9. The win has 
made Olivia especially 
proud of her father, saying, 
“I told everyone at school 
and they are all excited!” 
U.S. Army Photo: Sgt. Rebekah 
Malone, 225th Engineer Brigade 
Public Affairs Representative

199th Leadership continued from page 7

O�  cer Candidate Sch� l 
Graduates

David Baise  - 926 Mobility Aug Co (MAC) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Enigneer
Jacob A. Behernes  - 756 MED Co. (AREA SPT) . . . . . . . . . . . . Medical Services
Johnathan E. Bogle  - Co D. 2-156th Inf Bn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Infantry
James C. Chamblee  - HHC 199 SPT BN  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ordnance
David Coleman  - HHC 199 SPT BN  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Transportation
Jeffery S. Courville  - DET 1 Co A 2-156 INF BN . . . . . . . . . . . . Infantry
Billy J. Crosby  - Co F (-) 199 SPT BN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ordnance
Justin Lee Delcambre  - Co C 2-156 Inf. BN  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Infantry
Michael T. Fagan  - 756 MED Co. (AREA SPT) . . . . . . . . . . . . . Medical Services
Michael  J. Gaudet -  HHC 256th INF BDE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Infantry
Justin M. Guidry -  HHC/ 199 BSB . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ordnance
Christopher G. Hardy -  DET 1, 1022nd ENGR Co (VERT) . . . . Enigneer
Erica A. Haulard -  DET 1, 922 HORIZONTAL EN CO . . . . . . . . Enigneer
Ryan M. Hicks  - Co D 2-156 IN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Infantry
Kelly T. Hudson -  2225th PANEL BRIDGE CO. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Enigneer
Lichia T. Johnson -  FSC, 769th EN BN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Enigneer
Troy L. Johnson  - 199 SPT BN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Armor
Willis J. Johnson  - 769th EN BN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Engineer
Benjamin D. Leger  - C Co. 3-156 IN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Infantry
Ryan D. Martin DET 1, HHC 256 SPECIAL TRP BN . . . . . . . . . Infantry
Kenneth M. Matthews -  CO A, 415TH MI BN (L) . . . . . . . . . . . . Military Intelligence
Roderick B. McCoy  - 928 EN CO (SAPPER)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Engineer
Jesse A. Nelson  - DET 1, 2225TH MRBC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Engineer
James P. Novak  - 239TH MP CO. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Military Police

Gregory G. O’Brien -  CO D 2-156 INF BN (IBCT) . . . . . . . . . . . Infantry
Larry L. Patterson -  FSC, 205TH ENGR BN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Engineer
Cody L. Paulk  - 1020th ENGR CO (VERT) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Engineer
Jason M. Person  - 1083RD TRANS CO (DET 1)  . . . . . . . . . . . Transportation
Ladetrick D. Provo  - 769th HHD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Engineer
Andrea M. Reason -  B CO 256 BSTB . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Military Intelligence
Quentin Seals  - 199TH SPT BN  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Medical Services
Jose R. Torres -  B BTRY 1-141ST FA BN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Field Artillery
Timothy W. Traylor  - DET 1 CO A 415TH  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Military Intelligence
Obie E. Ward  - CO C 256 BSTB . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Signal

CLASS 49A
Tommy G. Allen  - 1020TH ENGR CO (VERT) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Engineer
Eric S. Brewton  - REAR DET/1-244TH AV BN  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aviation
Joseph G. Constant -  REAR DET/1-244TH AV BN . . . . . . . . . . Aviation
Samuel S. Dupas  - DET 2, 1022ND ENGR CO (VERT) . . . . . . Engineer
William A. Ingraham III  - CO D 2-156TH IN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Infantry
Brian C. Jackson  - HHT, 2-108TH CAV SQUADRON . . . . . . . . Medical Services
Michael S. McKenzie  - FSC 205TH EN BN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Transportation
Patrick S. Ray  - 256th BSTB . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Infantry
Jeremy  Simoneaux  - HHB 1-141st FA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Military Intelligence
Shaun M. Warren -  141 FA BN  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Medical Services
Curtis Watson  - 256th BSTB . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Infantry
Jeremy W. Willis  - CO C 2-156TH IN  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Infantry

 NAME - UNIT                           JOB TITLE  NAME - UNIT                           JOB TITLE

199th Leadership

state competition, it also gives him tremendous satisfaction.
“I get to make an impact on future or new NCOs. For a 

lot of them, this is their fi rst leadership position,” Savoy said. 
“[The impact] goes beyond those people. I get to make a vis-
ible impact.”

He explained the new NCOs might be about to deploy or 
take leadership positions, and their leadership abilities are a 
direct refl ection on the training they received while at NCOES.

With nearly 16 years in the National Guard and six on ac-
tive duty as a Marine, Savoy felt the pressure to represent the 
academy he works for. 

“I feel like I was representing everyone I work with and to 
be honest, the guys I work with, it could’ve been any one of 
them; it just happened to be me,” Savoy modestly explained. 
“They are all squared away and know what they are doing.”

Savoy’s other accomplishments include Instructor of the 
Quarter twice in 2007 and Instructor of the Year for 2008. 
They speak volumes for his attitude and abilities. 

“Savoy was the oldest competitor at regions out of 10 quali-
fi ers, and he placed fourth. That shows a lot of his character,” 
said Master Sgt. Daniel Rachal of Pineville, branch chief of 
NCOES. “He is the face of the academy.”

Savoy is the son of deceased J. Rayford Manuel of Oberlin 
and Cynthia N. Smith of Kinder. He is married to the former 
Ingrid E. Rice and has three children: Ryan, 12; Olivia, 9; and 
Jack, 7.

Savoy is a graduate of Oberlin High School. He also has a 
degree from McNeese State University in criminal justice.

With the honor of winning Soldier and NCO of the Year 
comes a special invitation  —Johnston and Savoy will attend the 
Louisiana Command Sergeants Major Banquet later this year 
as well as the national banquet held in Savannah, Ga.
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Louisiana National Guard Black Hawk pilots fill their Bambi Bucket at a dip site 
in Susanville, Calif., approximately 30 miles away from their drop location while 
responding to another small fire north of the Yosemite Telegraph fires in July.  
Courtesy Photo

“Lt. Bonney is a competent aviator even if he doesn’t 
have years of experience.  I never had a doubt in my 
mind we couldn’t successfully complete each mission,” 
explained Brocato. “As the days went on, I could tell 
he felt more comfortable with the challenging condi-
tions, just as I did, and he became more profi cient.” 

The atmosphere at times was overwhelming due 
to extreme temperatures and the magnitude of radio 
traffi c the pilots had to endure and work around.

“As an aviator straight out of fl ight school, I 
couldn’t have hoped for anything better, especially 
with the mountain fl ying and the conditions we fl ew 
in. It was a great learning experience,” Bonney said. 
“I really enjoyed the opportunity and challenge.”

The devastating fi res left behind scenes that have 
permanently left an impression on the young pilot.

“It looked like a war zone out there, like someone 
dropped a bomb out there; trees were just gone,” 
described Bonney. “It looked like the surface of the 
moon on the mountain.” 

The Soldiers received training on fi re fi ghting, fi re 
behavior, aerial tactics for combating fi res and in-
structions on air space and radio calls before being 
allowed to fl y in the dangerous conditions.

Both aircrews logged more than 120 fl ight hours 
and dumped an amazing 163,000 gallons on the 
blazes that burned 1.4 million acres upon comple-
tion of their rotation. 

“We’re not fi re fi ghters, we’re just helicopter pi-
lots,” Bonney humbly suggested. “I’ve never been 
trained on mountain fl ying in general. There’s a lot 
of planning characteristics and overall capabilities of 
the helicopter that you have to take into consider-
ation so you don’t have problems.”

While the 21 adrenaline-fi lled days of fl ying were 
exhilarating, the pilots and crew agreed they were 
glad to be home due to exhaustion and having to 
endure the long hours of intense concentration de-
manded by each mission.

The weary but proud crew of 10 returned home safe-
ly to Pineville, La., on Aug. 2, where they will again be 
true to their motto. Always Ready… Always There… 

Guard Aviation continued from page 11

2008 legislative session Senate Bill No. 686, by Senator 
Reggie Dupre, creates and establishes the Louisiana Military 
Family Assistance Board under the jurisdiction of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs. The Military Family Assistance 
Fund helps families defray the costs of such necessities as 
food, housing and medical services that become diffi cult to 
afford when a family member has temporarily left civilian em-
ployment to serve active military duty. The Fund provides a 
means by which Louisiana citizens and businesses can do-
nate money that will be used to pay the needs-based claims 
of family members of activated military personnel.  

To apply for assistance from the MFA fund, please submit a 
completed application to the Fund Administrator at the Loui-
siana Department of Veterans Affairs.  Applications are avail-
able at all Veterans Affairs parish service offi ces and can be 
found online at the following Web sites:    

Once you have completed the form, please mail or fax it and the 
requested documentation to the MFA Administrator at the address be-
low. You may fax your application, but you must follow-up by mailing 
the application with the original signature.
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LA Military Family Assistance Fund c/o Department of Veterans Affairs
P.O. Box 94095   Baton Rouge, LA   70804-9095

Military Family Assistance Fund Administrator
Louisiana Deptartment of Veterans Affairs

P.O. Box 94095   Baton Rouge, LA  70804-9005 
Phone:  (225) 922-0500    Fax:  (225) 922-0511

Donations can be mailed directly to the MFA fund or by 
checking the appropriate box on your individual or corporate 
state tax return. To donate directly to the fund, please make 
your check or money order payable to LA Military Family As-
sistance Fund and mail to:

Donations to the MFA fund are income tax deductible.

Who may apply for assistance?  Any Louisiana resident who is a mem-
ber of a Reserve component of the U.S. Armed Forces or the National 
Guard and who has served a minimum of 30 consecutive days of active 
duty since September 11, 2001. Immediate family members of eligible Sol-
diers/Airmen may apply on behalf of the Soldier.

What will the fund pay for?  The fund will pay needs-based claims of 
family members for the costs of such necessities as food, housing and 
medical services that become diffi cult to afford when a wage-earner has 
temporarily left civilian employment to be placed on active military duty.  
All other resources, such as insurance, must be exhausted before the 
fund can be accessed.

How often can someone apply to the fund?  Soldiers/Airmen may ap-
ply for one claim per active duty order in a twelve month period.  In addi-
tion, in extenuating circumstances the fund will pay a lump sum award, 
not to exceed $700, for a service-related death or injury resulting in a 
substantial residual disability.
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