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BAGHDAD - U.S. and Iraqi army forces found an orphanage 
housing 24 severely malnourished and abused boys in 
Baghdad’s Fajr neighborhood June 10, military officials 
reported yesterday.

The 24 boys, ranging in age from 3 to 15, were found naked in 
a darkened room without any windows. Many of the children 
were tied to their beds and were too weak to stand, officials 
said.

In a nearby locked room, the Soldiers discovered food and 
clothing that could have been used to aid the children. Three 
women claiming to be the caretakers, and two men - the 
orphanage director and a guard - were on the site when 

the Soldiers 
arrived.

The Iraqi 
Soldiers 
notified 
members of 
the Fajr 
neighborhood 
Advisory 
Council and 
escorted 
them to the 
orphanage to 
assist the boys. 
Paratroopers 
from Company 
B, 1st 
Battalion, 
325th Airborne

– Full Story

Iraqi Army Brig. Gen. Qassim Atta Al-Moussawi (right), Fardh 
Al-Qanoon spokesman and U.S. Navy Rear Adm. Mark Fox, a 
Multi National Force-Iraq spokesman, discuss the progress of 
Fardh Al-Qanoon at athe Combined Press Information Center 
in Baghdad. Photo by Spc. Emily Greene.

This is an official publication of the U.S. Central Command Public Affairs Office. The material contained herein is available for general use and public 
consumption. All photos and articles are public domain. Please give appropriate credit to authors and photographers. For more information about our media 
use policy and our privacy policy, please visit our website at www.centcom.mil. Thank you for supporting the men and women serving our country.
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EXPOSING THE ENEMY 
 
Islamic State of Iraq Clarifies 
Recent Developments with 
Islamic Army in Iraq

Seeking to clear confusion about recent 
communications from the Islamic Army in Iraq on 
the Internet and al-Arabiya satellite television in 
regard to a truce with al-Qaeda in Iraq, the Islamic 
State of Iraq, an umbrella insurgency group which 
contains al-Qaeda in Iraq, issued a statement of 
clarification to jihadist forums on Saturday, June 16, 
2007.

– Full Text 

WARFIGHTER STORIES 
 
Enemy sniper’s aim
foiled by friendship 

 
 MARINE CORPS BASE CAMP LEJEUNE, N.C.  -- A 
friend will share the good times with you, but a 
great friend will share the good times and the bad.

Lance Cpl. Juan A. Valdez, a Boston native and 
mortarman with Weapons Company, 2nd Battalion, 
8th Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine Division, had what 
may be the greatest friend of his life at his side 
during one of his greatest times of need.

A Purple Heart Medal ceremony was held here June 
8, to decorate Valdez for wounds he suffered during 
actions in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

While on a security patrol through the streets of 

-Full Story

CENTCOM PODCAST
CENTCOM’s Senior Enlisted Leader talks about the Army’s 
new deployment schedule, The Army Corps of Engineers help 
clean a city in Iraq, and Coalition Forces raise money for Iraqi 
children.

FROM AROUND THE AOR

Aeromedical Teams Provide 
Care, Comfort
 
Artillery battalion trades steel 
rain for hearts and minds

Aviation Battalion Reaches 
20,000 Flight Hours 
 
Battle Company Makes 
Presence Known

Learn more about CENTCOM’s Area Of Responsibility

U.S., Iraqi Troops Rescue 
Malnourished Boys From 
Baghdad Orphanage
By Multinational Corps Iraq Public Affairs 

Staff Sgt. Kyle Richey cares for one of 
24 starving boys in the back of an Iraqi 
army ambulance. Civic leaders escorted 
the abused and malnourished boys, found 
by U.S. and Iraqi soldiers in a Baghdad 
orphanage, to the Iskan Hospital for medical 
treatment. Photo by Lt. James Cook 

Iraqi, Coalition forces move 
forward despite attacks 
by Spc. Carl N. Hudson
Combined Press Information 

BAGHDAD – The Fardh Al-Qanoon spokesman and a Multi-
National Force-Iraq spokesman held a press conference at the 
Combined Press Information Center Wednesday. 

Iraqi Army Brig. Gen. Qassim Atta Al-Moussawi, Fardh Al-
Qanoon spokesman, and U.S. Navy Rear Adm. Mark Fox, a 
Multi-National Force-Iraq spokesman, discussed the progress 
of Fardh Al-Qanoon.

“Our military operations are still ongoing in many places in 
Baghdad to pursue the terrorists,” said Al-Moussawi. “Terrorist 
attacks will not make us stop our operations in Baghdad, and 
we’ll move forward with steady steps.”

Al-Moussawi addressed the progress made by the Iraqi Army 

– Full Story
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