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BANURISTAN 
PROVINCE, 
Afghanistan – 
Sailing through 
the clouds 
Soldiers from 
the Afghan 
National Army 
and Task 
Force Saber 
air-assaulted 
onto landing 
zone Shetland 
July 19 during 
Operation 
Saray Has. 

The LZ was 
located in a 
large meadow 
near the top 
of a mountain 
in here. Local 
Afghans use 
the area as a 
grazing pasture 
for livestock, while Taliban extremists often use it to stage 
attacks against TF Saber.

– Full Story

Cpl. Peter Andrisevic, a rifleman 
with Alpha Company, Task Force 1st 
Battalion, 4th Marines attached to 
Regimental Combat Team 2 listens to 
a citizen early morning about shots 
fired a week ago into his neighbor’s 
home. Alpha Company Marines 
had an intelligence-driven patrol 
investigating who shot at the citizen’s 
home and why. Photo by Cpl. Eric C. 
Schwartz. 

This is an official publication of the U.S. Central Command Public Affairs Office. The material contained herein is available for general use and public 
consumption. All photos and articles are public domain. Please give appropriate credit to authors and photographers. For more information about our media 
use policy and our privacy policy, please visit our website at www.centcom.mil. Thank you for supporting the men and women serving our country.
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EXPOSING THE ENEMY 
 
Odierno: Iran Should Stand 
by its Word on Iraq

WASHINGTON – If Iran really wants stability in 
the Middle East, it must stop exporting weapons 
used to kill coalition forces and innocent Iraqis, 
the commander of Multinational Corps Iraq said 
yesterday. 

Iran should stand by its public statements of 
support for the Iraqi government, Army Lt. Gen. 
Raymond T. Odierno said in a CNN interview.  

– Full Text 

WARFIGHTER STORIES 
 
A-10 pilot awarded 
Distinguished Flying Cross 

 
POPE AIR FORCE BASE, N.C. (AFPN) -- An Air 
Force A-10 Thunderbolt II pilot has received the 
Distinguished Flying Cross in a ceremony here July 
27 for a nighttime rescue mission in Afghanistan in 
2005.

Maj. Keith Wolak, with the 74th Fighter Squadron 
here, received the honor for a combat search 
and rescue mission he coordinated July 2, 2005, 
when he cleared a helicopter landing zone while 
suppressing the enemy’s attacks. The mission was 
to rescue a U.S. Navy SEAL on the ground. 

 “I feel very proud and very honored and I’ll wear 
this medal with pride,” said Maj. Wolak.

-Full Story

CENTCOM PODCAST
Operation Marne Avalanche is underway, U.S. is successful 
against Al Qaeda in Iraq, and Macedonian troops train Iraqi 
recruits. 

FROM AROUND THE AOR

Airmen play key role in 
developing Iraqi police

Security Detachment Provides 
Protection in North Persian 
Gulf Waters

Four-legged war fighters 
dwell in new abode 

Afghan children return from 
Poland field trip
 
 
 

Learn more about CENTCOM’s Area Of Responsibility

Sky Soldiers air-assault 
onto clouds of Nuristan  
By Army Sgt. Brandon Aird
173rd ABCT Public Affairs

Marines walk the beat keeping 
enemies off the street
By Cpl. Eric C. Schwartz
2nd Marine Division

HUSAYBAH, Iraq-- It 
was a quiet morning 
patrol; a standard 
Alpha Company 
mission. Donkeys, 
attached to carts, 
were unmanned 
while their owners 
were just waking 
up to the sound of 
roosters making their 
morning calls. The 
Marines were head-
ing directly to solve a 
mystery. Who shot up 
a citizen’s house and 
why?

“We had an intel-
ligence-driven patrol 
where a house was 
shot up a week ago,” 
said Cpl. Travis Banks, 
a team leader with 1st Platoon, Alpha Company, Task Force 
1st Battalion, 4th Marines attached to Regimental Combat 
Team 2.

Marines are trained in various ways to combat terrorism, 
whether it is a full-scale battle, investigative searches or look-
ing for rogue Iraqi policeman or local gangsters.

“These people are tired of being threatened by the insur-
gents,” said Cpl. Brian McNeill, a Springfield, Mo., native and 
team leader with A Company.

Husaybah used to be a hotbed for insurgency activity, but 
after years of fighting Marines, the townspeople now want 
to live in peace and realize the insurgents were only there to 
cause destruction. The new battle is winning the “hearts and 
minds” of the people here and that’s done by showing Marines 
care about the citizens here and by keeping fear away from 
their homes.

– Full Story

Army Capt. Nathan Springer, Headquarters 
and Headquarters Troop Commander, 1st 
Squadron, 91st Cavalry Regiment (Airborne), 
173rd Airborne Brigade Combat Team, 
looks up the mountain July 19 while on 
patrol during Operation Saray Has. During 
Operation Saray Has, two rocket positions 
were found that had been previously used to 
attack Forward Operating Base Naray. Photo 
by Sgt. Brandon Aird.
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