


B g

TIMES OF
AMERICA

COMMANDING OFFICER
Capt. E. M. Rule

EXECUTIVE OFFICER
Capt. M. T. Plageman

COMMAND MASTER CHIEF
CMDCM S. J. McQueen

USS AMERICA PAO
L.t Carolina Fernandez

MEDIA LCPO
MCC Byron Linder

CREATIVE DIRECTOR
MC2 S. Anita Wallace

CONTRIBUTERS
MGCS Darian [L.ord
MGCS Kenneth Melseth
MGCSN Jeadan Andre
MCSN Sam McNeely

PRINT EDITOR
MC2 S. Anita Wallace

TIMES OF AMERICA
1S an official publication of
the USS AMERICA (LHA 6)

a Public Affairs Team

IN THIS

EDITION...

_I:IJ'S CORNER 2

ADMIN HOUR 3

ol e

gg:: ',_NAVY HERITAGE 5

TR

. GSE + GSM SPIJTLIGHT 7

ACTIVITY PAGE

3 AcEs OF AMERII:A

= ‘

UURCE CURNER 13
; y 3 f

S

¥ Iﬁ'.l_'b 1

E —._

= |
| 1

TAIN.S_CORNER

A MESSAGE FROM THE COMMANDING OFFICER

Teamn of Teams,

It seems like only a week ago we returned from Patrol 25.1. It was said those 70
days in port would fly by, and here we are, mere days to go until we bid farewell to
our Sasebo homeport, bound for sea to execute the nation’s tasking.

In those 70 days, we welcomed aboard more than
4,000 locals for an open base day, hosted numerous
admirals, completed the 5A1 Maintenance Perlod, a
Total Ships Readiness Assessment, the Fleet Synthetic
Training-Joint exercise, two ship flips to maximize our
topside preservation efforts, and accomplished multiple
certifications.

[ want to single out AMERICA’s Weapons
Department for completing the Shipboard Explosive
Safety inspection, which involved multiple departments
coming together to ensure we are ready to operate.

Looking beyond our countless achievements aboard
AMERICA, we also have to acknowledge all this was
done while the vast majority of us were also dealing
with the stress of conducting PCS moves and preparing
our families for new lives in San Diego. The fact we were able to achieve both these
lines and effort — professional and personal — to make a graceful exit from Sasebo
speaks volumes about the caliber and resilience of Team AMERICA.

As bittersweet as our departure 1s, there 1s much to look forward to on Patrol
26.2! We look forward to bringing aboard our 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit Marines
aboard AMERICA, bringing the whole family together for one last time. At times we
will have multiple other guests aboard from different commands and services, and |
expect you will give them the warm AMERICA welcome we always extend. We have
several exercises, certifications, and opportunities on the immediate horizon, and |
encourage you to take advantage of all this patrol will have to offer.

As always, my main focus is ensuring SAFE execution of operations — we cannot
afford to have personnel or equipment damaged. Let's continue to KEEP THE MAIN
THING THE MAIN THING' See you on the deckplates.

With utmost respect and admiragion,

U (. | cAPTEthanM.Rule ﬁ
—~ Commanding Officer, USS AMERICA
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Y https//www.mynavyhr.navy.mil/References/US-Navy-Uniforms/
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EZRACKBUILDER PREVIEW

Some of the most common awards that YN1 Valladolid enters are NAMs

h I s Y u u R u N I F u R M R E A n Y F U R E as well as pistol and rifle marksmanship awards. ‘For a NAM, simply bring in a
|
|

WRITTEN BY MC2 (NAC/ESWS) SADE’ ANITA WA LACE copy of the award certificate. For marksmanship awards, just present a copy of
your performance evaluation sheet, he says.

@ STAY SHARP AND CONFIDENT—here’s everything you need to know Ensuring the ribbons are displayed in the proper order is equally
to properly display your ribbons and showcase your
achievements with pride.

Many Sailors are unsure about which ribbons they

important. Sailors have several ways they can ensure their ribbons are
displayed in accordance with U.S. Navy Uniform Regulations (NAVPERS f
15665J). The online Navy awards precedence chart, available through

% should wear or how to have their new awards myNavyHR, lists all possible ribbons in the correct order. Additionally, the '.-
" properly entered into their official record. YN1 (AW) ribbon rack preview generator on EZRackBuilder.com I
Juan Valladolid assists Sailors with updating their provides a visual representation of the correct ribbon
| ribbons on their uniforms. order and indicates which awards should have .l
o To add new awards—whether earned aboard stars.

USS AMERICA or at a previous command—Sailors Whether in dress blues for Australia or
can bring a high-resolution copy of the award

certificate or achlevement document along with a DD

dress whites for Hawaii, having the correct
ribbons on your uniform ensures Sailors
are prepared to man the rails with pride

"= and professionalism.

Form 1650. There 1s a waiting period of 7 to 14 days for
the updates to be reflected in your official record.

ﬁ VISIT YN1 VALLADOLID IN THE SHIP'S ADMIN OFFICE TODAY! !- T ﬁ !
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NAVY-HERITAGE
KNOWLEDGE CHECK

WRITTEN BY MC3 KENNETH MELSETH
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On September 23, 1779, John Paul Jones stood on the peeling deck of his aging warship, the
Bonhomme Richard, his eyes locked fiercely on his target: the mighty British frigate Serapis,
guardian of a convoy carrying supplies for the British war machine. He would soon showcase
a fearless spirit and bold tactics that would secure his legacy as a hero of naval bravery:.

Jones's small squadron had scattered the merchant ships, forcing the Serapis and her smaller

cormpanion, the Countess of Scarborough, to wheel about and confront the approaching threat.

While Jones's escorts engaged the Countess of Scarborough, he singled out the Serapis for
himself, a ship far superior in firepower and capability to his own. To achieve victory, Jones
would have to rely on the strengths of his Sailors and Marines.

As darkness cloaked the sea, cannons-thundered violently, the air filling with choking smoke
and splintered timber. Jones charged straight into the jaws of the Serapis’ devastating
firepower, bringing the two ships together with a bone-crunching collision. Rigging twisted
violently, wood splintered into the air, and both ships became hopelessly entangled, locked
In a lethal embrace from which only one would emerge. ‘

®

READY TO PASS YOUR BOARD?

Which surface warfare Navy heritage highlight would
you like to see in the next edition of Times of America?
Send your topics to: MEDIA@LHA6.NAVY.MIL

Above the Inferno, Jones's marines swarmed up the rigging, perching high above the carnage.
At his signal, they unleashed hell firing volley after volley of musket shots and hurling
grenades down onto the crowded decks of the Serapis. The British sailors below faced a storm
of steel and fire, their decks becoming a nightmare of flame, smoke, and blood.

Yet the Serapis fought back mercilessly, her devastating broadsides tearing massive holes in
the Bonhomme Richard's hull. Flames roared, sailors screamed, and the dying ship shuddered
beneath Jones's feet. Captain Richard Pearson of the Serapis, sensing imminent American
defeat, shouted through the chaos, demanding Jones surrender.

Through the smoke, flame, and roar of battle, Jones fired back his legendary reply:

‘Thave not yet begun to fight!" Flames engulfed both ships, but Jones persisted, rallying his -
men, even as the hull of Bonhomme Richard filled with water. The ship was bound for the
depths and he knew it.

Jones launched a ferocious attack, boarding the English-ship. After three relentless hours of
fire and fury, Captain Pearson struck his colors 1n bitter surrender.

John Paul Jornes stood triumphant on the smoldering deck of
his prize. With smoke still curling from the rigging and
the stench of gunpowder thick in the air, he raised
his flag aboard Serapis. Behind him, the proud
but doomed Bonhomme Richard slipped
beneath the waves.

John Paul Jones: Father of the United States
Navy and Herald of its tradition of sacrifice and victory.
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Whether that means turning on the air conditioning or moving to a cooler space, the

goal 1s to eliminate the heat source. Once removed, begin rehydration by providing water. It's

Important to avold caffeine and nicotine when feeling overheated, as these substances can

worsen the effects of heat injury.

There are three main levels of heat injury, listed from most to least severe: heat stroke,

heat exhaustion, and heat stress. Anyone who experiences a heat-related injury becormes

more susceptible to future incidents and 1s considered a heat risk going forward.

Watch for early warning signs, such as a lack of sweating, a core temperature above

104°F, cool or clammy skin, dilated pupils, confusion, and skin irritation or rashes. Protecting

STAY TUNED for the next MWR photo contest!

Contact Fun Boss for more info at
emily.steinway@lha6.navy.mil

a yourself and others from heat injuries 1s a critical responsibility.

If you don't feel well, speak up—getting help early can prevent a serious situation!
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WHAT IS A COMMAND | (0% e e

’/‘ q AMERICAOMBUDSMAN@gmail.com
Ol ypent n USS AMERICA — LHA 6 Ombudsman

Whether it's a first deployment, sudden relocation, major life event,
separation from loved ones, or just improving general quality of
life, a command ombudsman is available to assist and connect
Sailors and their families.

During the upcoming homeport shift, Sailors can depend on their
command ombudsmen to provide communication, outreach,

resource referrals, information, and advocacy to and for command
families. They also interact and cooperate with military offices,
like the Fleet & Family Support Center, chaplain’s office, medical
treatment facilities, Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society, American
Red Cross, legal assistance offices, and much more.
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Submit ideas,

photos, stories or
feedback for the

next edition to:
media@lhat.navy.mil
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