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To the Soldiers of
the Warrior Division

erving as your Division Command

Sergeant Major (Warrior 7) for the
past 32 months has been the honor of a
lifetime. As I reflect on our shared suc-
cesses, I am overwhelmed with gratitude
for your relentless dedication to remain-
ing the decisive element of ground com-
bat on the Korean Peninsula.

As the only U.S. Army division stationed
overseas, we are also the only Combined
divisional formation in our military—an
enduring symbol of an alliance forged in
blood and sacrifice. Shoulder to shoul-
der with our ROK Army brethren, we
strive for excellence in the fundamentals

of warfighting.

I urge you to continue raising the bar,
maintaining a perpetual state of readi-
ness that deters our adversaries. As part
of the military instrument of power, we
must remain grounded in standards, dis-
cipline, and lethality—qualities that set
us apart from any other institution.

Command Sgt. Maj.

Kenneth R. Franco
Outgoing Division Command Sergeant Major

With my departure, I ask that you keep
a sharp edge. Know where you and your
teammates fit into your mission, the
operational plan and understand what
is required of each of you. When called
upon, the 2nd Infantry Division will al-
ways be ready.

Thank you for the sacrifices inherent in
serving abroad. Embrace your time in
this storied division and take in the rich
culture and history of this incredible na-
tion.

I sign off with immense pride, honored
to have worn the Indianhead Patch with
you.

Second to None!
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Leader’'s Corner

Command Sgt. Maj.
Christopher L. Shaiko

Incoming Division Command Sergeant Major

am honored to stand before you as your new

Division Command Sergeant Major, a role I
accept with immense pride and a deep respect
for the legacy of our unit. I have long admired
the resilience, dedication, and fighting spirit that
defines our division. I pledge to lead with a warf-
ighter first mentality, always putting your needs,
readiness, and welfare at the forefront of every
decision. Our mission is clear: we are not only a
storied division, but a strategically critical force
permanently forward deployed in South Korea,
uniquely positioned to deter aggression, and re-
spond swiftly to emerging threats.

I believe serving in this division means embrac-
ing a unique mission set and operational rele-
vance that no other division can match. Unlike
other divisions that rotate through training cy-
cles in stable garrison environments, we main-
tain a constant state of readiness, operating 24/7
in a potential combat zone where we must be
ready to Fight Tonight. This forward-deployed
posture ensures that we can rapidly transition
from peacetime deterrence to high-intensity
combat, directly impacting U.S. national security
strategy. Our close integration with Republic of
Korea Army units not only bolsters our joint ca-
pabilities but also reinforces one of the strongest
military alliances in the world. Through your
rigorous joint training and exercises we are able
to hone our skills in a real-world environment
that continually tests and refines our combat ef-
fectiveness.

As your Division Command Sergeant Major, I
am committed to standing shoulder to shoulder
with you, advocating for your needs, and ensur-
ing that we remain trained, ready, and lethal. My
role is not only to uphold the high standards of
this division but also to empower each of you to
excel, develop as leaders, and remain prepared
for any challenge that comes your way. The
strength of our division lies in the warfighters
who embody resilience, professionalism, and an
unrelenting commitment to excellence. Togeth-
er, we will meet every challenge head-on, build
on our storied legacy, and set a new standard of
excellence that defines the future of the “SEC-
OND TO NONE?” division.

Thank you for your service, your sacrifice, and
your unwavering commitment to our mission.
I deeply appreciate the hard work you put in as
you embody the warfighter first mentality that
makes this division so exceptional. Your will-
ingness to serve in a demanding high-readiness
environment speaks volumes about your char-
acter and dedication to something greater than
yourselves. Each of you plays a critical role in
ensuring our division remains ready to fight and
win at a moment’s notice. It is an honor to serve
alongside you, and I look forward to strengthen-
ing our unit and forging an even stronger future
together.

Katchi Kapshida!
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Leader's Corner

RUCD Coordination Group

Greetings to my fellow Warriors of
the 2nd Infantry Division/ROK-
U.S. Combined Division! I am BG. Lee,
Woon Jang, Deputy Commanding Gen-
eral - ROK of 2ID/RUCD and the Com-
manding General of the RUCD Coordi-
nation Group.

On behalf of the Commanding General
and Command Sergeant Major of 2ID/
RUCD, I extend my utmost trust and
admiration to all Soldiers of 2ID/RUCD
who are dedicating themselves to the se-
curity of the Korean Peninsula and the
strength of the ROK-U.S. Alliance. I
also sincerely thank the families of our
Warriors who make sacrifices to support
them, allowing them to remain fully fo-
cused on their mission.

Iam truly honored and delighted to serve
alongside all of you as the 7th DCG-R/
CG of the RUCD Coordination Group
of this prestigious division, standing at
the forefront of the ROK-U.S. Alliance
with a proud history.

Brig. Gen. Lee, Woon Jang

Deputy Commanding General - ROK of
2nd Infantry Division/ROK-U.S Combined Division,
Commanding General of the

The promising year of 2025 has begun.
This year is especially significant as
it marks the 60th anniversary of 2ID/
RUCD's deployment to the Korean Pen-
insula and the 10th anniversary of the
establishment of the ROK-U.S. Com-
bined Division. In 2025, I hope all mem-
bers of 2ID/RUCD will be ever more
united, strengthening our combat power
through various joint exercises and tac-
tical discussions. By doing so, we will
continue to build upon our enduring al-
liance and make it even stronger.

In the ROK, 2025 is called the "Year of
the Blue Serpant,” with the blue serpant
symbolizing life and prosperity. I sin-
cerely wish all of our warriors and their
families a year filled with health, happi-
ness, and prosperity.

Happy New Year! Second to None!
Fight Tonight!
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Charcoal Distribution
: Spreading Warmth to the Community 7

$.4

oldiers from the 210th Field Artillery Brigade, This community outreach event highlighted the ==, "
2nd Infantry Division ROK/U.S. Combined mutual respect and partnership that the 210th
Division collaborated with Soldiers from the ROK Fireld Artillery Brigade shares with the communi-
Army’s 5th Infantry Division and volunteers from ty of Dongducheon City that surrounds and sup-
Dongducheon City to deliver 2000 pieces of char- ports them at Camp Casey.
coal to 8 households January 22, 2025.

e Sté)lfyli;}'f KSgt. Yong Sung Kim,
s 2ID/RUCD ‘Public Afffairs Office
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2ID/RUCD
Welcomes the 42nd
Division Command Sergeant Major
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2nd Lt. Danelle Kema

Ewa Beach, Hawaii
Tank System Maintainer
194th DSSB

"To prioritize self care so that |
can be better to those around

me-whether that’d be my friends,
family, peers, or soldiers."

O

O

Spc. Jyra Green
Jonesboro, Arkansas
Generator Mechanic

E FSC, 11th ENBN

"I plan on expanding my knowl-
edge in the IT field along with
soon becoming a Drill Sergeant
and finishing out my 20 years in

the army.”
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WHAT'S YOUR NEW YEAR'S RESOLUTION?

Spc. Athena Russell

Montgomery, Alabama

Chemical Equipment Repairer

3-2 GSAB, 2CAB

"My new year’s resolution is to
hunt the good things, to learn
to look on the brighter side, and
grow closer to God."

Pfc. Jose E. Cruz-Melero

Guayama, Puerto Rico
Automated Logistical Specialist
194th DSSB

"The idea of a perfect day is the
most important to me. | am go-
ing to think about what | can do
to make every day even better."

Spc. Antwan Pitts
Greensboro, North Carolina
Supply Specialist

2-3 Infantry, 1-2 SBCT

"My new year’s resolution is to
go to the board with my points

lined up so that | can get promot-
ed while in South Korea."
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Lt. Col. Albert Lee received
the Master Flight Surgeon
Badge

Lt. Col. Albert Lee received the Master Flight Surgeon
Badge for 13+ years in aviation medicine, including deploy-
ments, teaching, and research, highlighting teamwork
and dedication to soldier care




MASTER FLIGHT SURGEON

10
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.S. Army Lt. Col. Albert Lee, the Division Sur-
geon, assigned to the Signal, Intelligence, and
Sustainment Company, Headquarters and Headquar-
ters Battalion, 2nd Infantry ROK/U.S. Combined Di-
vision, received the Master Flight Surgeon Badge No-
vember 27, 2024, on Camp Humphreys, South Korea.

Lee has served in the U.S. Army for over 13 years and
is integral to Army aviation medicine by performing
duties as a flight surgeon. He has served as a safety
investigator for Army aviation accidents, and served
as an educator for several Army flight surgeons and
aerospace medicine specialists. He is also a researcher
of aviation medicine.

“When I saw that I might have a chance at receiving
the [Master Flight Surgeon Badge], I worked real-
ly hard on it, but it was the people around me that
helped me get here,” he said.

A Master Flight Surgeon badge is a decoration award-
ed to a medically qualified Army Medical Corps offi-
cer who has served as a flight surgeon for at least ten
years, logged 850 flight hours, and is board certified in
aerospace medicine. The badge features a five-pointed
star surrounded by a wreath on top of a shield with
the caduceus in the center.

r

Like many other badges in the Army, the Master Flight
Surgeon badge is awarded in levels. Initially the Basic
Flight Surgeon Badge is awarded; it is followed by the
Senior Flight Surgeon Badge, and finally a Soldier can
be awarded the Master Flight Surgeon Badge.

Currently, there are only 8 Soldiers in the Army, in-
cluding Lee, who have been awarded the Master
Flight Surgeon Badge. “It is an honor, and it's not only
my achievement but everybody around me—the avi-
ators, the aviation crewmembers, aviation medicine,
aerospace medicine specialists, and flight surgeons—
who've helped me along, coached me, and have been
there with me up until this point,” said Lee.

Taking care of Soldiers is the highlight of everything
he does, said Lee.

“As a flight surgeon, keeping the aviators and crew
members flying and able to do their job, as well as the
rest of the Soldiers staying healthy, being able to run,
and being able to ruck and fight tonight, is the high-
light of my career;’

As a master flight surgeon, Lee would like to contin-
ue teaching in the aviation medicine world and bring
new knowledge to the aviators and crewmembers so
they can fly safer with his expertise and research.

Story by Pfc. Wilfred Salters,
2ID/RUCD Public Afffairs Office
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U.S. and ROK Forces
Conduct Winter Urban
Operations Training

JANUARY 15, POCHEON, SOUTH KOREA |

n January 15, 2025, US.

Soldiers from the 1st Bat-
talion, 23rd Infantry Regiment,
2nd Infantry Division/ROK-U.S.
Combined Division, alongside
ROK Soldiers from the Capital
Mechanized Infantry Division,
took part in a combined training
exercise at Rodriguez Live Fire
Complex, South Korea.

The exercise, which brought
together approximately 1,100
Soldiers, focused on enhanc-
ing interoperability and com-
bat readiness in urban warfare
under harsh winter conditions.
This combined training aimed to
strengthen coordination between
the two allied forces, ensuring
they can operate effectively in
challenging environments.

"South Korea's environment is
quite different from the United
States. Training in these condi-
tions is invaluable and joint ex-
ercises allow our allies to assess
each other's capabilities and un-
derstand the full scope of what
we can achieve together." stated
Staff Sgt. Kodi Jones of 1st Bat-
talion, 23rd Infantry Regiment,
2ID/RUCD.

Story by KCpl. Siwon Koo,
2ID/RUCD Public Afffairs Office
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2CAB and ROK Navy Forces
Conduct Combined
Training Exercises

JANUARY 21 - JAUNARY 23, JINHAE, SOUTH KOREA

Soldiers from Alpha Company, 3-2 General Sup-
port Aviation Battalion and 2-2 Assault Helicop-
ter Battalion, 2nd Combat Aviation Brigade, 2nd In-
fantry Division/ROK-U.S. Combined Division and
the Republic of Korea Navy participated in a series
of combined training exercises January 21-23, 2025,
aimed at enhancing interoperability and strengthen-
ing readiness between U.S. and ROK forces.

The training began with a deck landing qualification
exercise designed to improve coordination between
U.S. and ROK aviation units. Both forces worked to-
gether to refine their skills in landing helicopters on
Navy vessels, ensuring smooth operations in various
environments. The following day, personnel from the
ROKN Special Warfare Flotilla conducted an aerial
sniper shooting exercise with support from 2CAB.

The exercise tested the precision and coordination
necessary for joint operations in complex combat
scenarios. Additionally, a fast rope insertion and ex-
traction system training session was held, demon-
strating the capabilities crucial for high-risk opera-
tions in challenging environments..

By refining their skills together, the U.S. and ROK
forces are ensuring they are prepared for any sce-
nario, reinforcing their commitment to maintaining
peace and stability in the region.

Story by Sgt. Oniel McDonald,
2ID/RUCD Public Afffairs Office
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THE WARRIOR FEAST

RUCK MARCH

On November 21, 2024, Soldiers from the
2nd Infantry/ROK-U.S. and 501st Mili-
tary Intelligence Brigade took part in the War-
rior Feast Ruck March at Camp Humphreys,
South Korea. The event was organized to collect
non-perishable food donations for the Warrior
Food Pantry, which provides essential support
to Soldiers and their Families in need.

Also known as the Pantry Ruck March, the event
combined a meaningful cause with a physical
challenge. Soldiers marched with rucksacks
filled with donated food, fostering camarade-
rie and celebrating the spirit of Thanksgiving.
After the march, participants worked together
to sort and stock the donated items on the pan-
try shelves, ensuring the supplies were ready to
help their community.

The march highlighted the division’s sense of
unity and generosity, bringing soldiers together
to give back to their own. It was a meaningful
way to celebrate the holiday season while mak-
ing a direct impact on those in need within the
community.

Story by KPfc. Minsung Kim,
2ID/RUCD Public Afffairs Office I
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