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Chief Warrant Officer 4.

Elisamuel Quinones
Chicago, Illinois

Senior Movement NCO

C3 Aviation Company, HHBN

"Back home, we always have big
family dinners. We do barbecues
and invite people over for potlucks.
Everyone brings their favorite dish,
and we all share food. Then we play
board games or do karaoke—it’s a

great time!” o
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Sgt. 1st Class Dustin Withrow
Alliance, Ohio

Brigade Senior Paralegal NCO

HHC, 2CAB

“Back home, we always gather
for big meals, especially
with my wife’s family..In

Korea, | celebrate holidays by
FaceTiming my relatives in the
U.S. and spending time with
my Army family.”
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HOW DO YOU CELEBRATE THE HOLIDAYS?

Sgt. 1st Class. Kendrick Shepard

Tuscaloosa, Alabama
Senior Movement NCO
SISCO, HHBN

"For holidays, | typically spend time with
- my wife and kids, and we make a trip to
L)) ‘ Alabama to celebrate it with my relatives.

'Y It’s a special time for us to connect and
enjoy each other’s company.”

Sgt. 1st Class. Paul Dykes
Chester, Oklahoma

C39 Sergeant Major

HSC, HHBN

"l haven’t celebrated the

holidays in Korea yet. But in

the U.S., my wife and | visit

both our families. We enjoy

delicious meals and spend

3 quality time playing with our
A nieces and nephews."
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DL = ~_#_ "During holidays, | love spending time with
\ ol © L;:' my family; my wife and son. We explore
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y Sgt. Xavier Sugwemal
Micronesia, Yap Island

1 Help Desk NCOIC

" SISCO, HHBN

t

Korea, especially the beautiful beaches
since | grew up by the ocean.”
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74 years
of the

KATUSA
program

ugust 16, 1950, the

Korean War was in full
swing when a Korean man
from Daegu was forced
into a military truck by
police when he was on his
way to school. He sat on a
train from Daegu to Busan,
when he realized he was
not going to be able to say
goodbye to his family and
he belonged to the United
States Army.

Young Bong Ryu, one of the
tirst 313 Korean men who
supported the United States
Army during the Korean
war, known in Korea as the
"first KATUSA." Ryu was a
medic assigned to the 7th
Infantry Division during
the Korean War.

"I was very close to 1st
Lt. Edward, a medic that
used to work with me and
treated me like a brother," The first KATUSA, Mr. Young Bong Ryu, is interviéwed by the 2ID/RUCD Public Affairs Office

said Ryu. "60 years later, a

Korean TV station took me as a guest and surprised me with his visit. He was stunned to see me because he
didn't think he would be able to see his battle buddy again."

The KATUSA program was a gentleman’s agreement, made on July 15, 1950, between Syngman Rhee, president
of the Republic of Korea, and the U.S. Army Gen. Douglas MacArthur, commander in chief of the United
Nations Command. The program initiated three weeks after the beginning of the Korean War.

"From August 15-16, about 2,000 Korean men of different ages and who mostly didn't speak English, were
drafted at Daegu and sent to Yokohama, Japan,” said Ryu. "When my friend noticed that no one volunteer to
become the instructor’s assistant, he put my name down because he saw me carrying an English dictionary with
me all the time.” The assistant position allowed Ryu to become a messenger who connected the instructors and
trainees.
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After three weeks of training and when their sense
of duty arose, Ryu and the others in the first group
of KATUSAs arrived at Busan Port, where they
supported and treated wounded Soldiers during
Operation Chromite. Assisting in combat during
the war as a KATUSA allowed Ryu to learn more
English, defend his country, and build long-lasting
friendships.

Ryu said that being drafted 74 years ago was a
"stroke of luck" and the beginning of his journey.
The opportunity allowed him to find his passion in a
profession that he continued after serving.

In commemoration of the 74th anniversary of the
KATUSA program, the 2nd Infantry Division/
ROK-U.S. Combined Division visited Ryu in Daegu
to honor the 1,500 KATUSAS who currently work
within the unit in Camp Humphreys and Camp
Casey, South Korea.

The selection process for becoming a KATUSA is
strict. "Candidates must score at least 780 on the
TOEIC exam to be eligible for the lottery selection.
With only one chance to apply in a lifetime and fierce
competition, it's often said to be as difficult as picking
a star from the sky. After five weeks of basic training,
candidates undergo an additional three weeks at the
KATUSA Training Academy," said KCpl. Mingyu Ju,
public affairs specialist assigned to the 2ID/RUCD.

"Trainees learn how the U.S. Army conducts training,
attend English classes and military task training, and
follow a strict daily schedule,” said Ju. "In the final
week, the candidates must pass the Army Combat
Fitness Test."

The KATUSA program is considered
a privilege among the enlisted
ROK personnel, but the election

of their duty positions is random. s <
"Towards the end of the third week = wy
of training, there is a raffle that
chooses the job, unit, and base
for all KATUSAs," said
Ju. “The result of the
interview will also be
released with the raffle."

Some KATUSAS have
chosen to become
leaders among their

T 3 & > \
0 syt his comrade, Corporal Wood, along with
lg(; exchanged

peers. This is why they apply to become senior
KATUSAs, go through an interview process, and
follow the recommendations of those who relinquish
their responsibility as seniors.

"It is an honor that comes with a great responsibility.
If KATUSASs are the connection between the ROK
Army and the U.S. Army; Senior KATUSAs are the
connection between KATUSAs and U.S. Soldiers,"
said KSgt. Ji Hun Kim, public affairs specialist,
assigned to the 2ID/RUCD. "As they come from
different backgrounds, misunderstandings are
unavoidable. Our job is to ensure that both sides are
on the same page."

The KATUSA program is a unique and invaluable
asset not only in 2ID/RUCD but also for the U.S.
Army. It enhances operational effectiveness and
strengthens the alliance between the U.S. and South
Korea. KATUSAs serve as liasions between U.S.
Soldiers and the Korean population. Their presence
in our formations, training, and side by side with our
Soldiers reflects the strong partnership between the
U.S. and South Korea.

Story by Staff Sgt. Liseth Espinel, 2ID/RUCD Public Affairs Office

2ID RUGD

Mr. Young Bong Ryu with the KATUSAs from the 2ID/RUCD Public Affairs Office
From left to right: KCpl:*Yotig Sung Kim, Mr. Ryu, KCpl. Mingyu Ju, and KSgt. Jihun Kim
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PIEr visiks
2nd Combalk
Aviation Brigade

he 3-2 General Aviation Support Battalion
of the 2nd Combat Aviation Brigade,
2nd Infantry Division/ROK-U.S. Combined
Division hosted students from the Pyeongtaek
International Exchange Foundation Friends
Summer Camp on August 1Ist.

As part of community outreach, the students were invited
to the Super Hangar, Camp Humphreys where they learned
more about the UH-60 Black Hawk and the AH-64 Apache. Soldlers

from the 3-2 General Aviation Support Battalion explained m
different usages of the two aircraft, as well as what each
individual part’s purpose is. The students also got a
chance to get on the aircraft and take photos.

Story by KCpl Yong Sung Kim, 2ID/RUCD Public Affairs Office
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Military
Family
Month

ovember is the time

when we honor military
families, recognizing their
sacrifices and celebrating their
successes. The military families
work every day to support our
service members. They accept
the life of service that comes
with it, including long training
and deployments.
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he exercise is among the most extensive

training events between the US. and
the ROK. UFS24 enhances the ROK-US
Alliance with complex challenges and includes
comprehensive after-action reviews to ensure
constant improvement. This iterative annual
event strengthens the security and stability of

the Korean peninsula  and across Northeast
Asia.
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A Grand Display of Cobat Prowess

B\
\

A

by Three Nations

he2nd InfantryDivision/ROK-U.S. Combined
Division conducted the first joint Korea
Combat Training Center training exercise with the
6th Infantry Division’s Chosan Brigade Republic of
Korea Amry's and United Arab Emirates Army at
KCTC in Inje, South Korea from July 9 to 19, 2024.

The 2ID/RUCD has participated in KCTC
exercises since 2011 to enhance ROK-US
combined interoperability. This year marks the
UAE military's second participation in the KCTC
exercises, following their involvement last year.

After evaluating the outcomes of the previous
year's platoon-level training, the UAE expanded
their involvement to the company level this year.

"KCTCisarigorousandimmersive training ground
with harsh mountainous terrain and weather
conditions,” said Lt. Col. Josh Silver, commander
of the 3rd Cavalry Regiments Sabre Squadron, a
rotational unit under the 2nd Infantry Division/
ROK-U.S. Combined Division. "Through this
joint training, we enhanced interoperability at the
tactical level and improved combat readiness."
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The training was conducted with unwavering

dedication under challenging conditions,
including extreme heat and the monsoon season.
Both offensive and defensive operations lasted
for three days without resting periods. A wide
range of advanced equipment, such as drones,
tanks, self-propelled artillery, and helicopters, was
deployed on a large scale, providing the Soldiers
an opportunity to enhance their combat readiness.

"This training was a battle fought under difficult
conditions, including a highly skilled opposing
force, unprecedented heat, and an early monsoon
season,” said Kim Moo-hyun, Chosan Brigade
Commander. “Despite these challenges, it was
a meaningful experience where the combined

battle group, consisting of Korean, U.S., and UAE
forces, worked as one to improve joint operational
capabilities and strive for victory."

Additionally, over 230 cadets from the Korea
Military Academy and approximately 200 junior
leaders from the Korea Army Noncommissioned
Officer Academy participated in the training,
experiencingsignificant growthin their confidence
and combat command abilities as future officers
and NCOs.

Story by KCpl Mingyu Ju, 2ID/RUCD Public Affairs Office
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