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SUBJECT: Policy Letter-Exhibition of Textiles, Original Clothing, and Equipment on 
Figures and Forms by Army Museums 

1. Reference, AR 870-20 (U.S. Army Museums, Historical Artifacts, and Art), 
11Jan99. 

2. Background. A survey of certification reports and observation of exhibits in the Army 
Museum System indicates that museum standards for the preservation and 
conservation of artifacts are being compromised for the sake of display; this is in direct 
conflict with AR 870-20, paragraphs 3-1 Se and 3-18. 

3. Guidance. To ensure compliance with the regulation and professional museum 
standards, the following instructions apply: 

a. Textile objects will be rotated in and out of exhibits to prevent deterioration; the 
frequency of rotation will depend on the stability of the item. The conservation standard 
is to display such items for no more than 9 months before replacement. 

b. Artifacts are to be displayed in such a way as to prevent mechanical and 
chemical damage. 

c. As textile artifacts are particularly prone to damage from display, future 
development of figures or exhibit designs for pre-1914 clothing and equipment 
assemblages will use only Center of Military History-approved conservation forms for 
clothing. Equipment will not be displayed on or in direct contact with these pieces of 
early clothing. Post-1914 clothing and equipment assemblages displayed on figures will 
be exhibited in accordance with the general guidance in AR 870-20. 

d. Museum activities currently displaying pre-1914 clothing for more than 9 months 
will immediately remove and replace these pieces. 

4. The directives in this memorandum will be a priority area for inspection during 
museum certification. Waivers to this policy will be considered on a case-by-case basis 
in accordance with the procedures outlined in AR 870-20 and require approval by the 
Chief of Military History. 
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5. Point of contact for this policy is Dr. Charles Cureton, Director, Museums Division, 
202-685-2441 orcharles.h.cureton.civ@mail.mil. 

DISTRIBUTION: 
10th Mountain Division and Fort Drum Museu , Fort Drum, NY 
1st Cavalry Division Museum, Fort Hood, TX 
1st Infantry Division Museum, Fort Riley, KS 
2d Armored Cavalry Regiment Museum, APO AE 
2d Infantry Division Museum, APO AP 
3d Cavalry Museum, Fort Hood, TX 
4th Infantry Division and Fort Carson Museum, Fort Carson, CO 
82nd Airborne Division War Memorial Museum, Fort Bragg, NC 
Aberdeen Proving Ground Museum, Aberdeen Proving Ground, MD 
Aberdeen Proving Ground Museum, Aberdeen Proving Ground, MD 
Airborne and Special Operations Museum, Fayetteville, NC 
Anniston Clearing House, Anniston, AL 
Army Heritage Museum, Carlisle, PA 
Don F. Pratt Museum, Fort Campbell, KY 
Fort Bliss and Old Ironsides Museums, Fort Bliss, TX 
Fort Dix Museum, Fort Dix, NJ 
Fort George G. Meade Museum, Fort Meade, MD 
Fort Huachuca Museum, Fort Huachuca, AZ 
Fort Lewis Military Museum, Joint Base Lewis-McChord, WA 
Fort McCoy Historical Holding, Fort McCoy WI 
Fort Polk Military Historical Holding, Fort Polk, LA 
Fort Sam Houston Museum, Fort Sam Houston, TX 
Fort Sill FCOE Directorate of Museums and Military History, Fort Sill, OK 
Fort Sill Museum, Fort Sill, OK 
Fort Stewart Museum, Fort Stewart, GA 
Frontier Army Museum, Fort Leavenworth, KS 
Harbor Defense Museum, Brooklyn, NY 
National Armor and Cavalry Museum, Columbus, GA 
National Infantry Museum, Columbus, GA 
National Training Center and 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment Museum, Fort Irwin, CA 
Old Guard Museum, Fort Myer, VA 
Rock Island Arsenal Museum, Rock Island, IL 
The Casemate Museum, Fort Monroe, VA 
(CONT) 
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DISTRIBUTION: (CONT) 
The General George Patton Museum of Leadership, Fort Knox, KY 
The National Museum of the U.S. Army Reserve, Fort Bragg, NC 
Tropic Lightning Museum, Schofield Barracks, HI 
U.S. Army Adjutant General Corps Museum, Fort Jackson, SC 
U.S. Army Air Defense Artillery Museum, Fort Sill, OK 
U.S. Army Aviation Museum, Fort Rucker, AL 
U.S. Army Basic Combat Training Museum, Fort Jackson, SC 
U.S. Army Chaplain Museum, Fort Jackson, SC 
U.S. Army Chemical Corps Museum, Fort Leonard Wood, MO 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Museum, Alexandria, VA 
U.S. Army Engineer Museum, Fort Leonard Wood, MO 
U.S. Army Europe and Seventh Army 
U.S. Army Field Artillery Museum, Fort Sill, OK 
U.S. Army Finance Corps Museum, Fort Jackson, SC 
U.S. Army Intelligence Historical Holding, Fort Huachuca, AZ 
U.S. Army John F. Kennedy Special Warfare Museum, Fort Bragg, NC 
U.S. Army Medical Department Museum, Fort Sam Houston, TX 
U.S. Army Military Policy Corps Regimental Museum, Fort Leonard Wood, MO 
U.S. Army Museum of Hawaii, Fort DeRussy, HI 
U.S. Army Museum of the Noncommissioned Officer, Fort Bliss, TX 
U.S. Army Ordnance Museum, Fort Lee, VA 
U.S. Army Quartermaster Museum, Fort Lee, VA 
U.S. Army Signal Corps Museum, Fort Gordon, GA 
U.S. Army Transportation Museum, Fort Eustis, VA 
U.S. Army Women's Museum, Fort Lee, VA 
U.S. Cavalry Museum, Fort Riley, KS 
Watervliet Arsenal Museum, Watervliet, NY 
West Point Museum, West Point, NY 
White Sands Missile Range Museum, White Sands Missile Range, NM 
Yuma Proving Ground Heritage Center, Yuma, AZ 

CF: 
National Guard Bureau History Office, Washington, DC 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Alexandria, VA 
U.S. Army Installation Management Command, Fort Sam Houston, TX 
U.S. Army Medical Command, Fort Sam Houston, TX 
U.S. Army Reserve Command, Fort Bragg, NC 
U.S. Army Special Operations Command, Fort Bragg, NC 
U.S. Army Training and Doctrine Command, Fort Eustis, VA 

3 


