
 
Authorized by the Flood Control Acts of 1938, Shenango River Lake is one of 16 flood control projects in the Pittsburgh 
District.  The project provides flood protection for the Shenango River Valley as well as for the Beaver and upper Ohio 
Rivers.  Since its completion in 1965, Shenango has prevented over $171 million in flood damage.  The project has the 
capability to store the equivalent run-off of 10.5 inches of precipitation from its 589 square mile drainage area.  Shenango 
River Lake’s flood control benefits were demonstrated during the June 1972 flooding resulting from Tropical Storm 
Agnes when over $1.8 million in damages were prevented.  Shenango also provides water releases during dry periods to 
improve water quality and quantity for domestic and industrial use, recreation and aquatic life. 
 
The Pennsylvania Game Commission manages approximately 3,000 acres of project land for wildlife purposes including a 
waterfowl propagation area.  The Ohio portion of the project is managed by the Ohio Department of Natural Resources 
also for wildlife management. 
 
History buffs will enjoy exploring the remnants of the Erie Extension Canal, sections of which are located on project 
property.  The Erie Extension Canal played a key role in the economic development of Northwestern Pennsylvania.  
Portions of the canal’s towpath are maintained for hiking and are part of the Shenango Trail.  The well-preserved remains 
of Lock Number 10 are found in Sharpsville, approximately one-half mile downstream of the Shenango Dam. 
 

Lake & Dam Statistics 
Location:  On the Shenango River in Hermitage, Mercer County, Pa.
Project area, acres:          15,071 
 
Drainage area above dam, square miles:          589
 
Construction cost:              $38,000,000 
 

Dam 
 
Type of structure:                   concrete gravity with an uncontrolled center spillway 
 
Height above streambed, feet:          67.7
 
Length, feet:             720
 
Width at base, feet:              66
 
Volume of concrete, cubic yards:      60,000
 
Outlet Works:                      Discharge is regulated by seven 5’ x 7’ sluice gates
 

Lake 
 
Length at normal pool, miles             11
 
Area, acres: 
 
Maximum (reservoir full):       11,090
 
Normal (summer pool):        3,560
 
Elevation, feet above sea level: 
 
Maximum (reservoir full):          917.67 
 
Normal (summer pool):          894.67 
 
Streambed at dam:          864.67 
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