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St?.te!n�nt for r�-::o:::-d cf -p.?.rticip3t1o:1 of �rig. GP.n; 
Carter �. Clarke, �SO in the transmittal of letters 
from Gen. George C. ;.:art=:.s.ll to Gov. ��oitas 1:. Devey 
the latter uart of September 1944 

In the forenoon of Monday, 25 Sept ember , I WRS asked by 
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L�?�������;.;� �W:�Bfif:��! 
�:ej. Gen. Clayton Bissell, .t... C. of s., G-2, if I was kno'IOl pert=o2ll.,y ,,;;;;,_: ..... .. ·.··""''{.�-�-�-�-�.;���;:,?: 
to Gov. Thooas z. Dewe,7, Lt. Gen. Hur,h J... Drum, or any of Gov. Devey's ;;!::·�;�:��::�:::::L:L;J��:�:�:�;;;;;:�D·; 
entourage or eloee associates . I stated that I did not kno� and, so 

f� ns I kne�, vas not knovn to any of t�ese people. Gen. Bt�eell 

later informed me that·! vould be d irected to takP. a letter to 

Gov. Devey at �lsn, Cklahoma, Gov. tewey1s next stoppin � nol�t on 

his trip east fro� th� Wet=t Coast. Later in the dPy, in t�e office 

of Col. Frnnk �icCnrthy, Secr e tary of the Gene.ral St2ff, I 'WAS r.iven 

the letter to read, to check for accuracy of technical details . Later 

in the day I was informed by Gen. Bissell that I should travel in 

civilian clothes and, if possible, cake my contact with Gov. Devey 

unknown to any other per�on, but th&t under no circumstance� was I 

to d isclose to anyone except Gov. Dewey my mi� s ion or the contents of 

th� letter, nor vas I to give the letter to Gov. Devey unless ve were 

t�e only tvo �re�ent in the room nt the ti�e. 

I left the P€D�on Bulldinf e�rly in the efternoon of HondP�, 

�5 Septecb er , and vent home in ord er to Get ry civiliP� clothes out 

of storcgP. and have them pressed in pre�rDtion for the tr ip. After 

dinner l retnrned to the Pentagon Bulldi�g, where I r eceived order� 

:!roc !J.Rjor 2:-man at 1942 EW'!' • !-:ondr.y, ?5 September. •,; <?n t to 
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airport and got o!f ground at 2040 E"n'"!'. Land� at st. Lotlh for fuel 

at 233� Cfl"'!'. In air again 2400 Ci\'T and landed in Tulsa at 0150 Cir'T. 

Slept in Hotel de Gink. Up at O'l00. Fnoned Gen. Bissell at 0730. 

Went to �eyo RotPl, bad breakfast anQ phoned Ro6er F.andolph at 0820. 

Got haircut and 5have and eav Roger Rnndol�h et 0905. He contacted 

l�r. l!'lllia.D Skelly. Freaident of tbe Skelly Oil Ccopa.ny. Hr. Skell1 

Yl!l Gov. Devey' a �gn maneger end vas handlln� ell arrangemEnts. 

�ent t o  J.�r. Skelly1s house 8lld aa.<ie e.rran�ements to mE'et him in urivate 

hotel room in �lsa H otel . Met gr. Skel ly as �� eed Rt 16�0. He sav 

Gov. D�ey1s Secretary vho came dovn tvice to in si st that he knov vho, 

1 v.as and vhat I vant�A. Eo one knew �thinb ubout the case eY.cept 

t�t I ha d a letter that had to be del ivered to C-cv. Devey personally 

and �lon e. Finall1 he said, •rou must vrite do·� the name of the man 

vho has s ent 10U. aeal it and give it to Gov. D�v.ey.� I did this, 

and after being gone 16 minutes, he returned and seid Gov. Devey vould 

see �:�e. 

I se.t.· Gov. Devey alone, deliv er ed the letter e.nd asked thnt I 

not read it aloud. Gov. Devey opened the outer envelo�e and then £aid, 

"Vell, Top Secret - tha t' s rEally tou i�n1t it"7 Re r eed the first 

tvo paragra�hs end then stop?ed. F.e a�ked if r vere a Re�ulur Ar� 

officer. �oen I sai d  1es he e�ked if I �ould give him �Y vord of 

honor that I had bef!n sent by Gen. >·!archall. I snid I would. He then 

said he di� not �ant his 1ip� BeRled on tbinr,s t��t hf al ready knev 

about ?earl Harbor, about facts e.l:-ea.d;,' in his postession or Rbout 
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!acta �ch might later come into ��� possession !rom other source s  

bnt vhich. i! the7 vP.re contained in Gen. Marsr�l's letter. ccnld no� 

be used because he had.gi�en his vord on this letter, thereby sealing 

hia li�s. He said he �ould be glad to discus� this matter vith me nov. 

I told him I vas �erely a courier and vas not authorized to enter into 

�ny discussion about vhat he knev about Pearl Harbor or about the 

contents o! th is letter. He then asked if I were authorized to say 

to him in the name of Gen. 1-au-eball thet if he read the letter through 

and then stat� to m� that b.e already had in his possession the identical 

inforzation that vas contained in the letter, that �e would then be 

relea�ed from all obl igations to kee� silent . I s�id I had Do such 

nuthori ty. He then said he could not coneei ve of G-en. f.lar!::hall and 

bdm, 'ling being the o�y ones \.1lo knev nbout this letter. furthermore 

he �aid he could not conceive of Oen. V.nrPhall en�ronehin� an noFposition 

eandfatP.• end makins a �reposition such as �as n�rently contained in 

that letter. Be snid "¥�shall does not do th�s like t�t. I am 

confident tbnt �anklin Roosevelt is behind this �hole thing." 

All this time the letter \o'R.S l�rin;; face do.,;n in his la�. He 

then picked i t up end sP-id "Let me r�ed those first two paragraphs 

again." He started to read, then laid the letter do�� and said "I 

have not reread the.l!l because cy eye e�ught the \10:-d. 0erYT'tor.rs-oh. 11 

}:o-.· if this letter merely tells me that -,..e v.ere readin� certain 

Jepanf!se codes before Fearl Rarbor r;nd that at lea.e;t tvo of the.o ere 
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still tn current use, there is no point in � reedin� the letter 

because I already kno"d that." H� then said "Tl1nt is the case and I 

know it, isn't it?• I aeid, "C�vernor, I aQ merely a courier in this 

case.• He said, "W�ll I kno� it and frAnklin Roosevelt knovs all 

about it. lie knev vhat vas happening befo!' e Pe!U"l ?.Arbor and instead 

of being reelected be ought to be imyeached.• He then said "�ould 

you lik� !or me to phone Gen. �arshall and say to him �bat I have just 

said to you?" I said �GoTe�or, this is a subject thet should not, 

under any coneideration vhatsoever, be discussed or even mentio�ed 

over the telephone." He handed me beck tb£ letter sSJinf,, "I shall 

be tn Albany Thursday and I shall be �lad to receive you or Gen. lol.ar�hall 

or an:rone Gen. Har&hsll cares to s end to discuss at length this errpto-

graphic busine�s or the -hole P��l liarbo� mess." lie continued, 

"l can nrrange it eo the conference can be held in absolute secrecy." 

I then �t the letter back into the envelopes, thanked him for his 

courteey in giving me so much of his tice, and departed. I then le!t 

the hotel, vent to the field, phoned Gen. Bissell. �ook off at 1815 

mtT 26 September. 

I arrived at 'Washington niryort at 2245 E" . . ''T' 26 SP.ptember. I 

phoned Gen. Bissell and a sked him if it �as neee$sery for me to make 

� report that night. He !cld nr.o but be in the of�ic� early the ne�t 

morni� in order that ve may r�ort to the C�ief o! Staff." 

About 0740 on the mornin� of G7 Septecber, accompanied by 
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0-en. "Bissell. I made oral report to Gen. l�a.rshall �s indic Eted above, 

leaving vith h1m at that time Gen. Ha.r£hell1sletter whi ch I had'taken 

vith me to Tulsa and brought back on my return trip. 

Later in the dey on 
·
iiednesda.y1 "Z7 S eptember, I ... ·as informed by 

Gen. Bissell tbnt on the fol lowing mornin� I vas to go to Albany to 

again contact Gov. Devey and to give him another letter �hich �d 

been prepared by Ge�. Marshall. At 1008 on 28 s� ptember I took off 

from the i:lashtnp;ton atr-port £nd l�ded at Albany nt 1205. 1-fent b7 

taxi di rect to thP. State Hou!e. ArrivP-d there e t 1250. Contacted. 

Gov. Deve7' s office and vas put in touch wi. th 1-!iss F.os � .  his private 

secretar�. She a$ked ..,ho I wns and '"'hat I Yanted. I told her the t 

I was the seme individual who had c ontacted Gov. Dewey last Tuesda7 

in Tulsa and that I YP-S there at G·ov. De¥ey1s invitation ..,ith another 

letter and message for the Governor. She left to phone and in a few 

minutes CP�e beck saying thzt Gov . Dewey desired me to come ri�ht 

over to the :Executive ��an!!lon. I arrived there at 1330 and was taken 

directly to Gov. De .... ey' s rec�tion room. Present vere Gov. De"'er 

and a � 1n troduced as Hr. l:ll tott V. Bell, Superintendent of :Banks, 

State of Nev York. I stated to Gov. Lewey that at Gen. Harshall1s 

directi on end in accordance'! with Gov. De'.o·ey-1 s lnvi te. tlon extended. i n  

Tulsa, I Yas the re t o  present him a letter and messa£e from Gen. ��shall 

and to ansver any que st ions of a t eehnicP.l noture that the Governor 

migh' cere to ask aftE'r a reedin� of the l etter. Gov. De-r:ey e-sked if 

it �ere the sace letter I had in TulsP.. I said no but that it was 
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on the &ame subject and that the meat of the letter vas the same. 

He then a$ked 1! I still had instructions to see him elone. I �eplied 

that 1 had. He next asked if I coul d leave the letter vith him. I 

said no that I vaa to return the letter to r�n. V.arshall. He anked if 

I were author1ted to discuss the contents of the letter vith him. 

I stated that I eotild discuss the technic�� f eatures of the case 

freely and could answer any tec.hnicc.l. qu�stions on the subject that 

he mi�ht care to ask. 

Gov. Dewey then $aid that, in vie"' of the cirCUlDstances, h is ovn 

personal nosition, in vie� o f  �bat he already knev, to sar nothing 

about vhat he mi�ht later learn, and partieulerly in viev of his 

trustee�ip. he had decided that te could not see �e or anyone else 

alone, that he vould not read e letter �hich he could not keen end 

vhich he could not ·show to and discuss �ith ��. Bell. nor �ould he 

enter into any f urther discuEsion without ��. Bell be ing preEent. He 

s�id he could not afford to reed a l etter he could not keep as he misht 

later be charged �lth readinz e le tter different from the one he had 

really- ree.d. He said l miF"h t be curious to knov ":bether or not h e 

had a recordine device in the rocm. I sRid 11�'o1 ·Governor. I a.m not 

curious; I merely atsume thet you b.eve one." ce said 11ir'ell I M\e:l1t 

end I did not ever have one �hen I �as District Attorney . I had one 

in my vitness room. of cour�e, but never in my o�� �rivate office.8 

He next said, "l�o ... · Colonel, Hr. =ell is en American cit i zen and is 

just es patriotic as any mecber of the Ad�inistr�ticn. He elready 

6 

· :::: .·:: .·:: .•:: 
� •. ':. ·. :· . � � ':. � :::. 
·· ····· ······· 

·:::::::::::: . 
. . ·.:. �: _. .  , .. ... . 
· ::: ·-· :.·.·· · . . .... ········· 

::_::::::::::: · ··: 

r!E}:��.;a;�· 
. . =:::: ;:-�·:·::·:::· 
,:::::::::;::: ::: 
············· ··· 

u;;;;;:;x::;.;·;·; 
. :::::: ::.·. · .·.::::. 

-············· ·· 
·.·::::::::::::::: ... .. .... . ... ... ... ' . 
1:::::::::::::::: 
"! " ''' ' '''''''''" 

!";;;;;;;;:;:;:;:,�;:· 
{;.;�:.;;: .;;;; �:·:·: · 

IH;:f.Z;:;�+ i::::::::;::�::: 
t·::.·.·.·.·.:::::::· , .. .... . .. ... . . 
"'.·.·.•.·.·.·::::::.·:.·. 
············· · ·· 
·.: :;::::::::::::: . 
······ ·········· �-:-�:_:_::_:_:_:::::::: 
!•::::::·.·::::::· . ..... . .. . .. ... 
::::::··.·.·::::::: 
:::::.·:::::::::. 
·······-········ 
·::.-: . :::.·.-.:�::: 
· ::::::::::::: .. : : 
:: ; �:::::::. ::. 

,. ··· ········· ·· 
-:::::::;::::.-::.·. 
-:.:. ·:::.:.::.:::�:: 

r--·-:··: 
t:::::::::::::;:; 
t::···:·::·:·::.·. 

E:IJEm.�;. ;·· .. ...... . .  . 
.t·.-.-.·.·.·.·.:.-.::::::: 
·············· ··· i:::::::::::.:::; 

.:.·.::;:: ; :.· .:·.:::: . .. ... ·· ······· 
!::::::::::.·.::::· 
: ·::::::::::::::: 
� - - · ::: :::::.:: :::: 
�:.:: ·. :·::::::: ::. 
Uo •••• ' ' '  

� -. .-::· _·;.·.· : .  ·.-. .· 
=-:· ::".'::::::::: 
�: :·.:: :� . : ; ;::. 

!.·····::::::. ·::. 

� ::: '.". ·:::::::: ::. 
·::::::::::.':.=:::I 
·.-::.·:::::.':::: ::.-·· ············· 
'·. � � : : : : ::::::.: : . 
. · .::: �:-::::.:·.:. 
·�· ::.·:.·.:::::::::. 
:::·.·.·.·.·.·:.·.·.·.-.·:. 

:: ... ::::: : : : �::: 

:: ·:::.·.·-�·:::::: ... . . . .... 
:·.·: .· .·.·::. •;:::·. 

-:::::::::::::::: 
·::::::· ::·::::: 
··::::: · .·::::::: ...... .. ····· 
·:::: :. :::::::: 



kno'1t11 all the facts the. t I know 1n regard to I)el'.rl Rarbor and I 

certainly intend that he know the con ten t s  of the letter if I re�d 1 t. 

I! I keep the letter I shall put it in my vault and n o  one but Mr. Bell 

and mytelf shall know of its existence or of its contents and "''e shall 

discuss it only b�tveen ourselves. Furthermore I do not see �hat 

Gen. Marshall is so exercised about. �ere are at least 1 2  Senators 

that I can name for you ri�t nov if you de eire that know ell there ia 

to b� kno�� about Pearl Earbor and about how ve vere reading certain 

Jap codes before Fearl Harbor and ho¥. it is claimed that ve are still 

reeding tvo of these same codes. You know, Colonel, this code busine�s 

is the ":orst kept secret in Y.'ashinf:ton, but I for one went to say to 

rou that I do not believ� any such t�1ng as that to be a fact," 

I &aid, R�ell, Governor, Y.hether you believe it or not, it is a 

f act and I am villing to take e.n oath to that effect right here end no"··· 

Let me assure you that Gen. Y�shall1s sole interest in this matter is 

to protect our most vital source of intelligence and to �.ve the lives 

of thousands of troops that P�e certein to be sacrificed if security on 

the$e.ciphers is blovn �d the Japs change thec.a I then snid, ftThere 

are many other aspects of this case that I vould like to tell you but I 

feel that you should read the letter first." 

He tiP. t silent fo:- about three minutes c..nd then ss.id, "tih.y don 1 t you 

phone Gen. J.l.arshall e.nd. tell him that I will not discuss the matter �:ith 

you unless Mr. Bell is pre$ent, nor receive the letter unless I cen le t 

Hr • .Bell ree.d it and then I keep 1t711 I said th..�t I did not �;ant to 
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1lhone !roc the 'Execut i Te V..ansicm bu. t would go. to a pay phone and. call ; 

that i f  I vere unable to ree.ch Gen. 11-t.rrhall I -would fir back to 
4 

Washin�ton e t  once , deliver Gov. Devey ' s  measar,e , and return t o  Albany 

tonight and be ava il abl e to see him ( Devey ) early tomorro� morning. 

He aa id, � ell I heve a direct line in here and I he.ve a l � e  that �oes 

through the evitchb�rd and there i s  no tap on e i ther of them unl e s s  

O ' Connor ha s  Jus t pu t  �ne on. I have then checked s everal t ime s a veek 

so I feel t ha t  thP.y ere safe . •  I as� vho O ' Connor �es and he said he 

vas the De�ocratic l eader here iL Alb�ny. I s�id., "�ell I pr efer not 

to have the ?hone used in this c s s e . w ne s n i d ,  "Ch hell, I ' ll phone 

V�rshell, I ' ve talked to hi� before and thi s �ill be 2�1 righ t. " He 

the� ?icked u� the Phone and put in e. cnll to Gen . ¥-arshal l .  �bile 

vai t ing for the cal l ,  vhl ch took about s even minutes. Gov. Devey said 

• I f, as you say, the Japs are s till using tvo o! the ir codes that they 

used b e fore Pearl Harbor, v� in hell haven ' t they changed th�. espec ially 

after �hat hAppened a t . Midvay an� the Coral Sea ? •  I explained the 

difference in the types of codes and ciphers u1>ed by the various Ja� 

abenc i e £ ,  their di s tr ibut ion rxobleos : �d gave the reas on � e  think the 

Japs have not changed these codes . Be then anked \'·:ty Gen. Marshall wns 

s o  e:u:icro..s to s t op him from tall:ing v.hen everyone el s e in 'r;ashington 

knows the s tory and i s  talkinG about i t .  Jus t then the call vas coopl eted 

and he talked to Gen. ��rshnll in re the l e t ter and about ��. Eell. Ee 

then geve the phone to me and Gen. ���hall author i zed �e to give the 

l e t t er to c� •• Dewer, to l eave it � i th hio nnd t o  dic�� s s  the case 
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t echnically tn the presence of �r. Bell. 

As I wna opening the envelope Mr. Bell !cid, AColonel , hundreds 

o f  yeople k:nov all about the VJ.dyey affair and hov cos t  of our other 

�ccee sea in the Pacific have been du� t o our reading Jap naval code s .  

EvP.r,yone who h2 s  ever b e en out there knovs about i t  and talks freely 

about i t .  �Of no t lonr. ago a t  e d inner v.here a l nrge number o f  peo�le 

vere �resent I talk ed to a naval c ommander �ho had been out there end 

had par t i c : pa ted tn Dearly every enr:a.eement ve have he d .  H e  said that 

they al��s kn�w vhere the Jap ships vere end that our �eople were told 

by radio �here t o  station their ovn ships to meet the Japa, and that all 

this in!oroa t i on came from read ing Ja� code s . " 

�v. Devey said aYes end I have lots more in formation about the 

pre Peerl Harbor measagea you vere read in� . n Ee then to ok the l etter and 

s tarted to read. Mr. Dell sa id , "Tom, do you �ant me to read i t  over 

your shoulder1 11 GoT. D�ey s� id A;,o I ' ll hand it to you a per,e at a 

t ime . • Gov. Devey continued to read, then put the l et t er do•� and snid, 

"'dell I ' l l  be dar:med if I bel ieve the Japs are s t i l l using thos e two 

uode s . " I again as�ed hi� that they vere and that one of them �as 

our l ife bl ood in intelligence. The l et t er vas s t ill in his lap �nen 

I sai d "Governor, I vould l i ke to repeat that I kno� that Gen. ��s�al l ' s  

cole in t er e s t  in thi s  case i s  to pr e s ervP. the only '¥: orth••hil e source o! 

intel l i �ence that this nat i on he. s .  You do no� rP.a1 i z e  i t  but the '.;' er 

D epe rt�ent hP.s 10, 200 peopl e working in the S i enal Secur i ty Agency ; the 

2ievy Depc--:r tment has almos t 6000 in their Co::ununie."'! t i ons Annex, and. both 

9 

.·.-.-.... :.·. •. ·. ·. � �. 

:::::::::::.·.·.·.: !���:'/;';�{;�.�:;:��:.: �· 

::::::. ::: :::::: 
·· ·············· 
:;; ::.-.•:.:::::: : 
················ 

:-.::::: : : :::::::.· 
--··············· :: :: :::::: ::: :: : : 

:::::::::::·.·.·.·.·. 
- - · ·:···.········ 

::::: ::::::::::. 

�::::_:::�� ;; � � ��:�: ��-
-�f�.��:.:::·::;���;;�;:� . . . . . . . -

·:::::::::::::: 
· - · · · · · ·  .. 
: � � : : ::::::: : : 

._ ·. -. ·. ·. ·. ·. ·. ·. ·.: :: : � 
. . . . . . . . . .  

·· · ····· ·· · · · ·· 
:: : ::: : :::::::: 
········· ····· 

r_:;p;;.;;;;·;;; 
� - - - · · · · · · · ····· .:. ::::::::::::::: 
;:::::-:-· ·:·:-:-:-:-:·:·:· 

�::::::·:·:·:·:·::::: 
"::::·:::::: :::::· 

::::·.·.·.·."'::::::: 

·:::.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.· 

•;;:::::.-·:::::: 

:::: : · · · ·::::::: 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

.
. . .  . . . .  

·::.·.:;:: :::.·.·.: : 

: : ::: : ::::·. : ·.:·.·.· . ..... .... .. . . .... 
·: ::::::::: :::::: 

::::·.-;:::::: ·.·.- ; t ·:::·:.· ·:.·. : ::· ·  -:::::::::::::::: 

! :·.·.·.: : ·.::·.·.-:;;; 

::::::::::::::::. 
::::::::::::·.-.:·: 

•::::: : : : : ::·:::: 

. ::: ::; �:: :: ·.-. ·. . 
:··.:·· · .· · ·  
�::: : :  : !  :: ::::::: ,. .. .. .. . .  
� :::: : ::::: :: ·. : . 

::::::::::.·. ·::.·. · . .. .. ... ... 

:·.·:: :: :·.·:::.·: ·  

·.·.·::::::::::::; : 

: ·. ·::. ·. ·. ·. ·::. ·. ·. ·.: � � 

: ::::. - ·::::::: . 

: ::::::::::: : ::: 

.:::::::::::::::: 

; : .·.·.·::::::::·: 

: ::::::. : ::::::: . 
:::: :: �· :: : :::: .. 

:::::::::.:: : :: :: 

:: :: . � '· ..... ·.: . 

::::::···::::::: 

:::· ::::: :::: 

:::::.·.: : : : : : : :  

::: ::::::::;:; . . ... . . . .. ...... .  
:·:. :. ·:::::·:::· ... ..... . ... 
::::::: .·::::.·:: . 
....... . .. . . . . 
·:;:.·;. · ·:::: :: : :  

-::: ::: ;;:.·.:: :::  



, .. ._. 

the Army end l:avy each have several thou�an:!. ill tacticc.l fi el d and 

fl e e t  un i t e  engaged in s ir.nzl inteli i�ence work. 

Gov. Devey said "Y�s . G en .  Y.ar shall just said that .... e had over 

10, 000 on that work . 8  

! then stated teat Churchill considered thi � h i s  secret wea�n 

end taat i t  h�d really saved L�glanc. I de scr ibed he� �our chill fel t 

abCiC. t s ecur i ty • h9"· the ravy ":"r ized. i t  s o h i�hly e..,d hoW' d i ff icult i t  

bad been t o  creak down Br i t i sh res i s tance because o f  Amer i csn l ad: o f  

e ecuri ty cons c i ousn e £ s .  I quoted t o  h i e  Chur chill ' s  r e norted statement 

about ?ro tectinr, t�is s ource, ho� tha t in order to pr o tect the �our c e  

the �ri t i �h had t ime and again perc i t ted cor.vo7s to b e  a t tacked rather 

than d i vert them from th e ir course and tcus blov s e c::r i ty. 

Gov. De-..•ey then picked up the 1 etter a.."ld read soce oor e .  'i'hen 

he �ut i t  doP.� and said u r s  this true ebout the o s s 7 n ! eaid i t  �as . 

!ie srtid "rlell I don ' t  fe el to..-.s.rC.� the OSS l i� . 'tlos t o f  the J.. rrtrj' �d 

7cavy neopl e I hev� telked to . I have a l o t  of �y �en in i t  and they 

erP. r.ll deon good , excel l e n t  f �llo�s in fee t ,  and thfy t e l l  �e that 

we have no really t rained intellirence pe r s onnel in e i ther the Ar� 

o r  Iiavy . '!'hey S <'-.,"7 tha t in b o th tbe }.roy and l;p_vy t.'le o ff i c e r s  are 
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fl e e t  un i t s  engaged in s ir.nal intell i;;ence vork.f!: addi t ion, the 

Bri t lsh, v i th vhom we have compl e t e  l ia i s on, have over 30, 0�0 on this 

act i v i ty and the Br i t i sh Yould suffer as greatly as our1>elves if. we 

.P� l o s t  thi s  source and mip;ht even deny us for s ecurity reasons m t erial 

c: vrn��-·hi ch '"' e  ../1 fll'- " .. g e t  from them and c ould g e t  fro:!! no o ther source. \ie ll'ere 

,. ,..,, 
once in such a fix end may vell b e  ae;ai.n i f  this thing r.oes so0 

Gov. Devey said "Yes, Gen. YArshall just said that �e bad over 

10, 000 on that work. 8 

I then s tated teat Churchill considered thi s h i s  secret weapon 

and that i t  bed really saved L�gland. I descr ibed how Churchill fel t 

ab�t s ecur i ty ,  h9w the Kavy �rized i t  s o  highly and hov d i fficult i t  

had been t o  break down Rr i t i sh re s i s tance b ecause u f  Amer ican lack o f  

securi ty consciousne £ s ,  I �uoted to h ie Churchill ' s  reported fita temen• 

about �ro t e c t inp, this source, hov thet in order to protect the cource 

the E r i t i �h had t ime and again perm i t ted convo7s to be at tacked r�ther 

than d ivert them from their course end thus blow sec� i ty. 

Gov, Dewey then picked up the l etter �d read so:e more . Then 

be �ut i t  do•� and said " I s  this tru� about the OSS? � I said i t  vas. 

lie s � i d  "Well I don ' t feel towards the oss like �os t of the Arcy and 

Navy �opl P. I heve talked t o .  I have a l o t  of my men i n  i t  and they 

are all damn �ood, excellent f�llo�s in fac t ,  �nd they tell me that 

ve have no really trained intelligence personnel in e i ther the Army 

or �avy . '!'bey s ay  that in b o th the }.rey and Nevy the officers e.re 
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merely on temporary detail and tba� they then go t o  sea or back t9 a 

regiment or somev�ere, and that ��:o s t  o f  the officers o f  both s,ervices 

are Yoefully ignorant o f  vorld affa irs . I suppo s e  that may be the 

real r ea s on !or takine no action on the Fecrl F�bor ��rni�s they bad 

they could n o t  interpret the varnin� . " 

�r. B�ll tr.en said ftWell i t  don' t account for them not doing 

eeything about that me s sage that gave t h em tbe varnin?: that Japan 

vas goin� to e.t tack the United States - you kn o.,; tbe one I mean - where 

they s e t  the deedline for KUTU$u for �ovember 25 and then �os tponed 

i t  t ill november 29 sayin� to r,et done v i tb tt.eir negotiations by that 

t ime or that things vould automatically be6in to ha?pen. J�yone should 

have knov.n that that �eent they ver e gotn� to at tack the United Sta t e s .  

That Yas ju s t  the t ime l im i t  o n  sai l in: dntes . �  

�ov. De¥ey said "Te� tbP. t 1 s righ t . • Mr. Bell then taid "�hose 

me!ea�e• you did not g�t t i l l  December 8 and after , why did i t  take s o  

lon� for you t o  rec eive themt " I said " I  do not know wha t you are 

referring t o .  but b e fo re Pe�rl Earbo r  ell our tr�ffic interce�ted on 

the W c. s t  Coa s t .  P.e:�;aii and e l s e...,·here vas s !':nt in by air can •·hich 

o f  cour&e delayed i t . � 

Gov. Devey then rend the l e t t er t �rough and h£nded the l P- s t  nage 

to Hr. Bel l .  After · �tr . Bell bad finished read ing . he handed the le t t er 

br.ck to �ov. Devey. After e o inute or s o  Gov. Dewey s a id w,;P.ll, e xcept 

for the matt�r of the t�o codes end the o s s .  therP. is l i t tl e  in this 

l e t ter that I did n o t  elr eady kno�. There is one �oint tho�h, ahat 
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1n hell do Jap e od e c  heve to do v i th Ei� enhc�er ? a  I ez�la1ned the 

l inkase Y i th a general statement on the three t�s of ciphers uaed 

by C . >  . •  L ,  i.bvehr, Clandes tine, Gertta.ey t�vy. Oshlca ' s  v i s i t s  t.nd 

interTieva, etc.  He aeemed sa tisfied. Re then seid " Colonel, I knov 

a bell of a l ot �bout thi s  busines � .  You probably know that some 

years a�o vhen �· .. n St imson vas Seere tP.ry o f  S t a t e  be got very damn 

pure minded one day and s topped all &Ueb tbin�s as t h is . E �  aft erwards 

denied thct he had done i t  but said be vas aetinp, on orders from 

?resident Eoover. 'hell, as you know, the man vho headed the Cl"7J)to-

gra�nic vork of t�e Gov�r��ent vas Yardley vho ves fired b� S t imson. 

Yardley- vas e. friend c! mine in tho?e days end I am t.be can Yho s topped 

Yardley from uubl i sh ing his s eecnd book. I Met him i n  a spe�ea�y 

one n iGht and persuaded him ageintt �ublis hing the ? ook. 2e e6reed 

nrovided t�t ¥-r. St imson write hi� a l e tter of epolo(� for the 

ab� ive manner in �h i cb S t i�aon had fired h 1m. S t im s on did, t oo . •  

I did not eo�ent on this o ther than to s€y l was cuite fam iliar 

Y i th  the Yardley ea ! e .  I then asked i f  there were �y quest ions the 

�oTernor or Hr. Eell �ould l ike to ask. Gov. Lewey ��id "�o t just nov 

but I vould l ike to d is cu s s  this case with f4r . "8�11. 11 I g o t  up to 

go out o f  t.he room into the he.ll tut Gov. De¥er s a id "!':o you s tay herE>, 

._.� \I'Ul go acroH the hal l .  A I s � t  doYn and. K:· .  BE>ll s -:. i d  "·,.·ell, 

Governor, ve hevt\ '!>ledeed our s elves not to d h cus s t h i s  l e tt. �r \o:Uh 

anyone �lse but jus t b e tvee� our selves but �hat nbcut C olonel Clerke 

'<;ho is be golnt; tc di scu s s  it "\"ith T 11  Gov. De.,;ey se id 11Ch, he vill 
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of cour!.'e report thia conversatiou to Gen. l�rshc.ll - h that not 

correc t ? "  :Before I could r eply ...=.r .  ilell s r id ��"!"! s but with 11·ho el seT • 

Gov. Devey �aid "�nyone el se ? �  I said, M I  shall report to =7 �ediate 

superior, Major GenPral Cl ayton B i s s ell , A .  c. of s . ,  �-2, W�r Depart-

mPn t, and thr our,h him to Gen. V.ars hall snd to no one else . "  

They then � t  up and left the room, l eavin� the l e t t er on a stand 

by CTov. DeYey ' s  chair. '!'hey vere gone nbout 22 o inut e s .  i:hen they 

r e turned Gov. Dewey said "Let me l o ok over thls l ett er egein and read 

carefully a cou�le of parRue.;:hs . 11  ·,ihen h e  fini shed he said, 11'1iell, 

Colonel , I do not bel ieve that there are any que s ti o n s  I �snt to a s k  

you nor do I c�re to have any di s cus sion a:out the contents o f  the 

letter . Vill �ou g ive me your ful l nnce, s eri al nur.ber, o f fice locc.t ion 

and phone number. and your r e s idence adnr e s s  end �on e numb e r ? "  I did 

this and h� tnanked me and asked �here I �as s tayinr.. I told him I 

wea ·riyin �  back to Washin�ton to�i�ht and Y.as �oln5 di rec t t o  the 

eirport .  I then a sked him if h e  bad any m e s !age tha t he �an t ed me to 

take to Gen. �ar�hall .  He seid M�o, no �es ca�e . "  I thanked him for 

�1v tng me so mueh o f  his t im e .  l:ie £hook h:mds end s:d d  11\.' ell I hope ve 

ceet again under more auspic i ous c i r cuzs tfince s . n  I said �o cdbye to 

him end t� l�. Bell and l eft fo� the airpor t at 1 610. lie�t I nhoned 

G en .  B i ssell and to plnne. In nir a t  1 64 5 .  

I arrived a t  wesbinr,ton airport 1 8 5 5  ��d �oned Gen. 3 i s s ell 

ad v-is i.ng hin of cy ret"C.:"n and asking if i t  vas d e � ir ed ths t I cake 

re�ort th�t n i �ht. He en sv.ered in the contrary but �ire c t ed me to b e  

in t he of fice e�rly the foll o'l.·in;; cornln.<:: in order thct · •e m i •h t  r.nke 
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report to the ' Chief o! Stnff. Lgnin about 0740 on Fr idey, 29 Septemb�, 

aeeo��ied by Gen. B i s sell . I �de � s e cond re�ort t o  Gen. ��ahall 

at indiented ebove. 
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