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Statement for reserd of perticipution of rig, Gen.

Certer %, Clarke, GSC in the trensmittel of letters

from Jen, Seorge C. wvarshell te¢ CGev, Thcras T. Devey
the latter vart of September 1944

In the forenoon of Monday, -5 Septemdber, I was asked by

‘eJ. Cen. Cleyton Bissell, 4. C. of S., G-2, {f [ was known pereoaelly

to Gov. Thomes E. Dewey, Lt. Gen, Bush 2, Drum, or any of Gov. Devey's
entourage or close assocliates, I egtated that I did not know &nd, so
fer 2s I knev, was not known to any of these veovle. Gez, Bissell
later informed me that I would be directed to teke a2 letter to
Gove Dewvey at M™ilsa, Cklahoma, Gov, Lewey's rnext stopnins voint on
his trip east from the West Coeast. Lzter in the dey, in the office
. of Col, Frank HcCarthy, Secretory of the General Steff, I was fgiven
the letter to read, to check for accuracy of technical details., Lster
in the day I was informed by Gen. Bissell that I should travel in
civilian clothes and, if nossible, meke my contect with Gov. Dewey
unknown to eny other verecon, btut thet under no circumstances was I
to disclose to anyone except Gov. Dewey my mission or the contents of
the letter, nor was I to zive the letter to Gov, Devey unless we were
tze only two vresent in the room &t the time,

I left the Pentagon Bulldin~ ezrly in the sfternoon of Hondey,
25 Septercber, arnd went home in order to ret ©y civilian clothes out
of storage and have them pressed in prevarstion for the trip. After
¢inner I retarned to the Pentazon Zullding, where I received ordere

fron Kajor Earman at 1942 EWT, loniry, ©5 September. ‘ent to
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‘airport and got off ground at 2340 EW?., Landed at St. Lonis for fuel
at 2330 CxT, In air agalm 2400 CWT and landed in Tulsa at 0150 CWT,
Slept in Fotel de Gink, Up at 0700, Fooned Gen. Bissell at 0730,
Went to Feyo Eotel, had breakfast and vhoned Roger Fandoloh at 0820,
Got haircut aand shave 2nd saw Roger Randolph at 2305, Ee contacted
Er. William Skelly, Fresident of the Skelly Oi) Ccrmpany. Hr. Skelly
wze Gov., Lewey's carmnaizn maneger end was handling a2ll arrangements.
%“ent to Mr. Skelly'es house and sade arrangements to meet him in orivate
hotel room in Tulea Fotel. Fet Kr, Skelly as agreed at 1600, He saw
Gove Devey's Secretary woo came dovn twice to insist that he lmow wha
I vas end vhat I wanted. Xo one lkmev enything sbout the case except
thet I had a letter that had to Ve delivered to Gov, Dewey personally
and alone, Finally he said, "You met write down the name of the man
who has sent yon, seal it end give it to Gov, Dewey.,® 1 did this,
and after being zone 16 minutes, he returned a2nd seild Gov. Dewey would
sce ne,

I sav Gov, Dewey alone, delivered the letter and asked that I

not read it aloud., Gov. Devey opened the outer envelove and then eaid,
"Fell, Top fecret - that's really too fen't 1t"? 3He reed the first
two peragrarhe end then stopned. Xe asked if [ were a Rezuler Arcy
officer, %*hen I sald yes he ecked if I wonuld give hizm ¢y word of
honor that I had been sent by Gen. Marshsll, I ezid I would. e then
seld he did not want his 1ips senled on things the+ he slrescdy kmev

avout Pearl Harbor, about facts slreedy in his poscession or about
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facts vhich might later come into h;s possession from other sources

but wvaich, if they were contained in Gen. Harshall's letter, cculd not

be used because he had'giyen his word on this letter, thereby sesling
his lips. He said he would be glad to discuse this matter with me now.
I told him I was merely a courler eand vas not suthorized to enter inmto
eny discussion a2bout what he Imev ebcut Pearl Earbor or about the
contents of this letter, Le then esked if I were euthorlzed to seay
to him in the name of Gen. Marchell thet if he read the letter through
end tkhen stated to me that he already had in his nossession the ideatical
information that was conteined in the letter, that ze would then be
released from 8ll obtligations to keev silent. I saicd I bhad po such
euthority. Ee then saicd he could not conceive of Gen. larchall end
Lém, Linz being the only ones who kne' zbout thls letter. Fur;hermore
he said he could not conceive of Gen, Marehall encrocchinz en "opposition
candBate® end makinz a pronosition such es was armerently contalned in
that letter. EHe szid *Marshnll does not do thiness like th=t, I ap
corfident that Yrenklin Roosevelt is behind this vhole thing,*

All this time the letter was lyins face down in his lap, He
then picked 1t up end eaid "Let me reed those firet two parcsgrachs
azain.* He stzarted to read, ther lald the letter down a&and said "I
bave not reread them because oy eye crurcht the voxd ‘cryntosrach.*
Epv 1f this letter merely tells me that ve were reading certailn

Jepanese codes before Fearl Farbor and that at least two of then ere
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etill in current use, there is no point in =y reasding the letter

baecause I already knov that.? He then sald "Thzat is the case and I

fnow 1t, isa't 1t?* I seid, PCovernor, I em merely a courler in this
case,” He gaid, "Well I knov it end Franklin hoosevelt knows all
about it, XHe knew what was havpening before Peerl Farbor &nd instead
of being reelected he ought to be impeached.” He then said "Wounld
you like for me to phone Gen. Harshzll and say to him vhat I have just
s2id to you?" 1 said "Governor, this ic a subject thet should not,
under any coneideration whatsoever, be discuesed or even mentioned
over the telephone.” Le handed me beck the letter egyins, "I shall
be in Aibany Thur sday and I shall be zlad to recelve you or Gen. Marshall
or an-one Gen, Marshsll cares to send to discuss at lensth this crypto-
graphic bdbusinece or the whole Pearl Lherbor mess." He continued,
"l can arrance it so the confereace can be held in ebsolute secrecy.®
I then cut the letter back into the envelopes, thanked him for his
courteey in glving me so much of his time, end departed, I then left
the hotel, wvent to the field, phoned Gen. Bissell., ook off at 1815
WwT 26 September,

I arrived at Washington eirport at 2245 TUT 26 September, I
vhoned Gen, Bissell end asked him 1f it was necesssry for me to meke
ny report that night, Fe secid "Fo but be in the offlce early the next
mornins in order that we mey remort to the C-lef of Staff.”

About 0740 on the mornins of £7 September, accompanied by




Gen. Eissell, I made oral report to Gen. larshzll s< indiceted adove,
leaving with him at that time Gen; Marshell's letter which I had taken
with ze to Tulea and broumght back on my return trip.

Later in the day on ¥ednesday, 27 September, I was informed by
Cen, Biscsell that on the following morning I vas to go to Albany to
agzaln contact Cov. Devey and to give him another letter which kad

been prepared by Gen. Marshell, At 1708 on 28 Senterber I took off

from the vashinston airport &nd landed 2t Albany at 1205. Vent by‘
tax! direct to the State HJouse., Arrived there et 125C, Contacted
Gov. Deve7's office and was wat in touch with Miss Foss, his crivete
secretary., She asked who I was ané vhat I wanted, I told her that

I was the seme indivicdual who had contacted Gov. Dewey last Tuesday
in Tulse and that I wes there at Gove. Dewey's invitetion with another
letter and message for the Governor, Che left to phone and in a few
minutes care beck sayinz thz=t Gov. Dewey desired me to come rizht
over to the Zxecutive Maneion, I arrived there 2t 1230 and was taken
directly to Gov. Tewey'e recertion room. Present were Gov. Devey

&nd & can introduced as ¥r, Dlliott V. Bell, Superintendent of Banks,
State of Few York. I stzted to Gov. lewey that 2t Gen, larshall's

cirection 2nd in accordance with Gov, Dewey's invitetion extendeé in

Tulse, I was there to present him & letter and zesesaze from Gen, !arskall
end to answver any cuestions of & technical ncture that the Governor
might cere to ask after a reedinz of the letter. Gov, Devey ecsked if

it were the same letter 1 kad in Tuls=., I said no but that it was
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on tne szame subject and thet the meat of the letter wee the seme,

He then asked if I still had instructions to see him elone, I :e;lied
that I hed. He next asked if I could leave the letter with him., 1
sald no that I wes to return the letter to Gen, Marshall, Ee acked if
I were eutkorized to discuss the contents of the letter with him.

I stated thet I could discuss the techricrl feetures of the case
freely and could answer any technical cquestions on the subject that

he mizht cere to ask,

Gov. Devey then sgald that, in view of the circumstances, his own
personal vosition, in view of vbat he alreasdy knew, to sazy nothing
about whet he misht later learr, and particulerly in view of his
trusteeship, he had decided that Le could not see me or anyone else
alone, that he wvould not read & letter vhich he could not keev end
vhich he could not show to and clscuss witkh ¥r, Bell, nor would he
enter into any further discuesion without ¥r, Bell belng preecent, GHe
scid he cecunléd not afford to resd & letter he could not keep as he mizht
later be charged vith readinz e letter different from the one he had
really read., He said I misht be curious ¢o know whether or not he
had a recording device in the rocm. I emid "o, Covernor, I am not
curious; I merely acsume thet you have one.Y He seld "vell I zavea't
end I did not ever have one wheaz I was Disirict Attorney. I had one
in my witness room, of cource, tat never in my owvn nrivate office,”
he next ssid, "iov Cclonel, Mr. Zell is en Americen citizer and is

Just 2¢ patriotic 25 any mecber of the Administrzticn. He elready
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nowe all the facts that I kmow in regard to I’eerl Eardbor and I

certainly intend that he know the cohtents of the letter if I read it.

If I keep the letter I shall maut it in my vault and no one dbut Mr, Bell
and myeelf ghall knov of its existence or of its contents and we shall
discuss it only between ourselves, Xurthermore I do not see vhat
Gen. Marshall is so exercised about. There are at least 12 Senators
that I can name for you richt now if you deeire that kmow 2ll there is
to be xnowvn about Fearl Harbor aad sbout how we were reading ceritain
Jap codes before Feerl Berbor end how it is cleimed thet ve ere still
reading two of these same codes. You know, Colonel, this code businecs
is the woret kept secret in ¥Yashinrton, but I for one want to say to
you that I do not believs eny each tking 2s that to be a fact,®

I sald, "wWell, Governor, vhether you believe it or not, it Ils a
fact and I am willing to teke en oath to thet effect richt here end now. '’
Let me assure you that Gen., ¥arshell's sole interest in this matter is
to protect ocur most vital source of intelligence and to eave the lives
of thousands of troops that are certein to be sacrificed if security on
these .ciphere is blown aad the Jeps change thez=.," I then sald, "There
are many other aspects of this cese thet I would like to tell you but I
feel that you should reed the letter firest.®

Fe set silent for about three minutes end then ssié, "why don't you
phone Cen, Harzhall enc tell him that I will not discuss the matter with
you unless Mr. Bell is present, ncr receive the letter unless I cen let

iro Bell reed it and then I keep it?®" I saild that I &id not wemt to




nhone from the Executive Mansion but wounld go to a pay phone and call;

that 1f I were tnable to reech Gen.'Marshall I wonld fly bdack to
¥ashington at once, deliver Gov., Dewey'e megsage, and return to Altany
tonizht and be available to esee him (Dewey) early tomorrow moraning,

He snid, *Hell I heve & direct line in here end I heve a line that rfoes
through the evitchboard and there is no tap on elther of them unless
O'Connor has just yat osne on. I have ther checked several times a week
80 I feel that they ere safe."® I as'el vho C'Conrnor wes &nd he sald ke
vae the Derocratic leader here in Albeny., I g2id, "Well I prefer not
to have the vhone used in this case.* B&He said, "Ch hell, I'll phone
Marshall, I've talked to him before and this will be 211 right." Ee
ther picked up the thone and put in & call to Gen, Mershall., Wuhile
valting for the call, which took about eeven mirutes, Gov., Dewey seld
*If, &3 you say, tke Japs are still using two of thelr coces that they
uged before FPearl hHerbor, why ir helli beven't they chenged them, especlslly
after what happened et lMidway and the Coral Ses?* I explained the
difference in the types of codes and clithers used by the various Jap
agencleg, their distridution yroblems: mad gave the reascz ve think the
Japs have not changed these codes. Ee then arked vhy Gen. Harshall wne
so exxious to stop hire from talking when everyone else in Wasﬁington
¥nows the story and 1is tezlking abgut 1t. Just then the cell wes coapleted
end he tallked to Gen., Mershall in re the letter and about }r. Bell. Ee
then geve the thone to me and Gen. !erchball aunthorized ze to sive the

letter to Gov. Dewey, to leave it vith him ead to discuss the case
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technically in the presence of kr, Bell,

Ag I wos opening the envelope Mr. Bell e#zid, “Colonel, hundreds

of people kmow all about the Vidwey affair and how cmost of our other
succeeges in the Pacific have been due to cur reading Jap naval codes.
Everyone who h2s ever been out there knows about it and talks freely
about it. %hy not lonz ego at e dinner where & large number of people
were present I talked to & neval commander who had been out there end
had participated in rearly every encarement we heve hr2d., HNe said thet
they alweye knew vﬁere the Jan ships were end that our neople were told
by redio where to station their own ships to meet the Jans, and that 211
this information came from reading Jav codes,"

Gov. Dewey sz2id "Yes 2nd I have lots more information about the
pre Pezrl EHardor messages you wvere readipg.“ £e then took the letter and
storted to read. Mr., Bell szid, "Tom, do you want me to read it over
your shoulder?!® Gov., Dewey eald ™70 I'l1l hand it to you a peze at a
time." Cov. Devey contimued to reed, then put tkhe letter down and said,
"iell I'11 be darmmed if I believe the Japs are still usinzg those two
godes, * I 2gain assured hiz that they vere ani thet one of them vzs
our 1life blood in intelligence. The letter was still in his lap when
I said "Governor, I would like to repeat that I ¥mov that Gen., Harshall's
sole interect in this case is to preserve the only wortowhile source of
intellicence that thls nation hee. Tou do not realize it dbut the war
Depertoent hrs 10,200 people working in the Sienzl Eecunrity Agency: the

Yevy Desartment has elmost 6C00 in thelr Cormmunications Annex, and both
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the Army endé Navy esch have several thousend in tactical fleld and

fleet units engagzed in sipgn=) intelligence work,

-t mQ.4k NS N

Gove. Devey sald "Yes, Gen, Mershall just said that we had over
10,000 en that work.,®

1 then stated tcat Churchill considered thle his secret wearon
end thet it hzd really saved Inzlend, I described how Churchill felt
adbocut security, how the ¥avy rrized 1t so bhighly aad how difficult it
bad been to treak down Britick resistence because =f Americzn leck of
eecurity consciousrecs, I cunted to hia Churchill's revorted statement
about protectins tkis source, hov thzat in order to trotect the cource
the Eritlsk bhad time and egain permitted convoys to be ettecked rzther
than divert them from thelr course 2nd thus blow security.

Gove Dewey then plicked up the letter snd read some more., Thed
he put it dov> and eeid “Is this true egbcut tke 0SS?® I eaid it was,
He said "vell I don't feel towarde the CSS like most of the Arrg and
Javy veople 1 heve telked to. I hzve & lot of =y men in 1t and taey
ere 211 demn cood, excellent fellowe in fect, end they tell me 4ikbat

wve have no reelly 4rained intellirence persorznel im eitkher the Argmy

or Favy. They sy that ln both the Ar=y and Xpvy the offlcers ere
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the Army and navy each nave severa. tucusénd «n tacticel field and
fleet units engaged in sipnzl intellizence vork.En adédition, the
4 Britlish, with vhom we have cozplete liaison, have over 30,000 oa this
activity and the British would suffer as greatly a&s ourselves if. we

P‘A&. lost this eource and might even deny ue for security reasons material
SM'ﬂnzhich we get from them and could get froz no other source. %e were
p.g-rlo" .
once in euch a fix end may well be again if this thinz goes sou.tﬂ

Gov. Devey gald "Yes, Gen. Mershall Just said that we had over
10,000 on that work.®

I then stated ttat Churchill considered this his secret weapon
end that it hed really saved England, I described how Churchill felt
abcut security, how the Eevy rrized it so hizhly end how difficult it
had been to treak down Britich resistance beczuse =of Americzn lack of
gecurity consciousnees, I aquoted to him Churchill's revorted statemen:
2bout crotectins this source, hov thet in crder to protect the source
the Tritish had time and again permitted convoys to be attacked rcother
than divert them from their courcse end thus blov security.

Gov, Dewey then plcked up the letter aad recd somxe more. Then
he put it down and sald "Is this true ebout the 0SS?* I gald it wes,
lie sald "well I don't feel towsrds the 0SS li¥e most of the Arry and
Savy people I heve tzlked to. I have a lot of my men in it and they
ere &1l damn gcod, excellent fellows in fact, snd they tell me tkat

we have no really trained intellizence vpersornel in either the Army

or Eavy. They say that in both the Army and Xzvy the officers ere

c‘,&m{u—d‘ :
A NoT SeEmnT ToO MARS.
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merely on temporary detail and that they thén g0 to sea or back to e
reziment or somewihere, and that zost of the officers of both services
are woefully iznorant of world affairs., I suppose that may be the

real reason for taking no eaction on the Fecrl KHarbor wverninge they had =
they could not interpret the varnine,*

Kr, Bell thren sald "¥ell it don't asccount for them not doing
eaything sbout that messege that gave them tbewvarminz tkat Japan
wvas goin= to ettack the United States -~ you know tke one I meen -« where
they set the deedline for EKurusu for Eovermber 25 and then postponed
it till November 29 sayin: to et done withk tlielr negotiations by that
tipe or that thinges would automaticzlly begin to heppen. ZXAnyone should
have knovn that that mesnt they were goinc to attack the United States,
That was just the time limit on szilin- dates.*

Gov.Devey said "Yee thet's rizht.® Hr, Bell then caid "Those
meeeages you did not get till December 8 e&nd after, why did it take so
long for you to receive them?!™ I said "I do not know what you are
refer;ing to, tut before Pez=zrl Earbor ell our trzffic interceoted on
the West Coast, F2wzii and elsevhere was sent in by air mell wiich
of cource delayed it.*

Cov. Dewey taen read the letter throusk and hended the lest vege
to Mr. Bell., After Mr, Bell had finished resding, he nanded the letter
back to Gov. Dewvey, After & minute or so Gov., Dewey szid "well, except
for the catter of the two coces 2nd the 0SS, there 1s little in this

letter that [ did not elready knowe There is one voint thougsk, what

11




in hell do Jap codes heve to do with Elsenhcwer?® [ explained the

linkare with a genersl statement oﬁ the tkree types of ciphers used

by C.A,F., Abwehr, Clandestine, Gerrany Kevy, Oshize's visite end
interviewvs, etc, Ee seemed satisfied; e then seid "Colcnel, I know
2 hell of & lot £bout thie buslnees. You prodbadbly know that some

years aco when glfesman Stimson was Secretery of State he got very dacn
pure minded one day and stopred ell such thinece as this, Ee afterwards
denied thet he had deone it dut said he was acting on orders from
President Eoover, %ell, &s you imow, the man who headed tke crypto-
grathic work of the Goverrment wvas Yasrdley who wes fired by Stimson,
Yardley was 2 friend cf mine ir those dsye end I em the man vho stopred
Yerdley from rvudlishirg his seccnd book.,. I met him in a speckeesy

one night and persuaded him agelnet mudblishing the‘book. Ze ezreed
provided that ¥r, Stimson write hir a letter of enpolosy for the
abusive renner in which Stimson had fired him., Stimson did, too."

I di1d not comxent on this other than to sey I was culite familiar
vith the Yardley cate. I then asked if there wvere eny cuestions the
Governor or ¥r. Rell would like %o ask. Gov, Dewey gxid "Zot Just now
bat I would lilke to discuss this case with fir. Bell.® I got up to

go out of the room in%o the hall tut Cov. Dewey sald "To you stay here,

we will go acrosc the ball.® I szt cdovn and M-, Rell ezid "<ell,
Goverror, wve heve vledged ourselves not to dicscuss this letter with
cnycne else but Just betweez curselves dut what rbeunt Colonel Clarke =

wvho is he golins tc dlscuss 1t with?" Gov. Dewvey sz1d "Ch, he will
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of cource report this convereation to Gen, Marshzll - ie that not
correct?® DBefore I could reply kr. 3211 grild "Ims dut with who eiae"
Gov, Dewey sald “Anyone else?¥ I saild, "I shall report to &y immediate
superior, Hajor General Clayton Eissell, A, C. of &,, 5-2, ¥ar Depart-
ment, and throush him to Gen. Harshall and to no cne else,"

They then 7ot np and left the room, leavins the letter on a stand
by Gov., Dewey's echair. They were gone cbout Z2 minutes. ten they
returned Gov., Dewey s2id "let me look over thils letter szein and read
carefully s counle of paragrachs.” when he finished he sald, %“well,
Colonel, I do not believe thst there are any questions I want fo ask
you nor do I care to have eny discussion 2tout the contents of the
letter., %Will you give me your full raxe, serial nurber, office locaztion
end phone number, and your residence adiress nnd thone numdber?*® 1 did
this and he thanked me and asked where I was stayins, I told himI
vas Tivins back to Washincoton tonirht and was golnsg direct to the
elrport. I then asked him if he had any meseage that he wanted me to
take to Gen. Yercthall. Fe seid *No, no czescaze." I thanked hir for
civing me so much of his time. KHe ehook hands end szid "Well I hope we
meet azein under more ausplcious circurs tonces.® I sald ~ocdtye to
bim end teo Yr. Bell and left for the elrnort at 1610. Dext I mhoned
Gen. Bissell and to plane. In alr =t 1645,

I arrived at Weshington airport 1855 and thoned CGen, Zissell
advising hinm of oy return end aszing if it vas deelired that I make
renort thet nirht. EHe ensvered in the ccatrary but clrected me to be

iz the office esrly the followinz morninz irn order tzct we micht make

12




° o »

report to the Chief of Staff., Again sbout 0?40 on IFridey, 29 September,
accdmpenigd by Gen. Bissell, I made ny seccnd revort to Gen., larshall

as indicateq ebovse,




