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BEVIEWER'S NOTE: 

This document was prepared as UNCLASSIFIED-:by· ""Naval 
personnel_ who had access to classified records. The 
first r-eview to verify the fact that the report does 
not contain sensitive information was conducted by 
personnel of the Naval Security Group. - The original 
of this document was retained by t hem and has peen 

·placed in the NSG Repository , Crane , Indiana. A final 
review to insure - releasability was conducted by NSA . 
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Fleet Radio Unit Detachrrent 

Cooktown, Australia 

NOTE: 
0 

Ttle oattac.l,ed decurrent was prepared by Naval persomel 
with access to various historical rerords with the 
objective of bringing diverse r erords into. a usuable 
narrative hisotory of a Naval activity . T'ne Cocu'rent 
C.oes not constitute an official "lavy history and no 
claims are made regarding its a:;rnpleteness and 
accuracy . Prepared by NAVSECGRUDET Crane , Indiana 
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Fleet Radio Unit Detachment 

Cookto-...'ll, Australia. 

-~--------~---( . 

~ 

In a memorandum for the Deputy COClllllander, U. S. SEVENTH Fleet dited 1 July 191~3, 

it ~s ·utated that ai~ce · the etation e~tablished at Adeiaide River had proven AO 

. I . 
uucces~!ul and valuable, it va~· reco~ended that conaideration be given to est~b-

1 . . . 

liabing a si~ilar atation in the northeastern part of Auatr~ia to cover the Solomons 

a nd Gilberts interccdiate frequency traffic. The Auntralian Commonveslth Naval Board 

(ACNB) vue establishing a small station at ToVnavilie but it vas felt that a ·atLtion 

located further north vould give better coverage. 'Since there vas a regulation pro-
., 

· hibi ting the assignment of '.r001en' a Ro)'al Australian Na.v·al: Service (WRANS) intercept 
. . 

operators further · north than Tovnsville, it ~as proposed to investigate the estab-

lishment of a small U. S. Navy intercept station at Cooktovn or Cairn&. It vas 

propcsed that LCDR J. S. Roltvick, Jr. and Radio El~ctrician S. A. Burnett accCXllpany 

CDR J. B. Nevman, Director of Signals and C<XrJnunicatio~, R.All, _on his planned 

. inape~tion trip to Tovnsville for the purp~e of going further porth and inspecting 
: 

the area around Cooktovn and Cairns to determine their suitability for the eatabliah-

meot of an intercept s~atio~ 

On 10 Auguat 1943, LCDR Holtvick forva:rd.cd a me:non.ndum to the Chief of Staff, 

SEVENTH Fleet on the subject of a proposed additional intercept station at Cocktovn. 

RE B~ett had returned fr~ cooductiaz hearability testg at v~ious sites and 

reported that tbe location at Cooktovn offered the best r~c~iving poosibilitiee. 

From the te~ts, it vao indicated that a large number. of extre~ely valuable circuits, 
. . 

not intercepted else~bere, could be intercepted vith excellent results. LCDR 
, 

Holtvick recomme·nded that plans go f orvard to egtablish the station. Although scxne , 
~odifications vould be r~quired1 buildings for the station ve!e avai lable in the form 

of a vacant convent vhich could be. leased for a nomin~l emount. The lack of lacdline 
.~ 

conmttni c a.tion~ to Coolctovn could be solved by extendtng an existing landli ne teletypQ O O '2 

circuit between th~ Fleet Radio Uoi t , Helbourne 1 and Tovnsville on t o Cooktovo. Ori 
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12 August, LCDR Holtvick vns inforced that •• challDe_l on an existing le.ndline betveen 

Cookto\10 and To\lb.sville vhich had previously be allocated to Allied Land Force10 ·had 

been reasoigned to the Cooktovn atation. It would be modified to permit the use of 

teletype and ready for uae in about three veeks. This entimate proved over optimistic. 

On 27 August 1 LCDR Holtvick forwarded a plan f or t he proposed U . . S. Navy Supple -
I 

1 . . 
~entary Intercept Radio Station, Cooktovn, to the Chief of St~ff, SEVENTH Fleet. 

I . . 
Subject to the .approval of C~~EVENTH?LT, the Vice Chief o~ Naval Operations had 

• I 

. approved the eatabi1s~ent of ~ U. S. Navy Intercept Station at Cooktovn, Queennland. 

A survey of tho area had established the moot logical site for the at&tion to be in . 

the Sisters of Mercy Convent School vhich· had been abandoned as a achool in 1939. It 

vas proposed that the station's initial comple~ent vould be a Radio Electrician and 

eight ·Rediomen during the installation periOd vith another eight Radiomen to be 

assigned vhen the station vas operational.. A Ship's Cook and a Machinist's Mate · or 

Shipfitter ~re requested from C~$~~THFLT for station logistic support. It vas 

also proposed that .RE S. A. Bur~ett be ord~red in charge of the statio~ 

0~ 4 September 1 CC»'~EVENTHFLT app~v,;Cd-the eatablilshrnent o'r the Cooktovn intercept 

station end directed the C~aoder, Service Force, SEVENTHFLT to lease ·the property 
. . 

and begin construction using civilian lnbo~ since Naval personnel vere not available. 

One civilian -electrician ~d tvo carpenters made up the total vo~k- force vhich vorked 

vith and for RE Burnett. The coordinates for the Cooktovn station vere given as 15• 

28' South 14) 13.\ East in no ADNC (OP-200) metnorandum dated 28 Septe!!lber 11)43. 

Tbe nBJne Coolr.to\10 rather belied its actual status. ·rn- 1943, it vas t he northern-

most place on the peninsula still bea.ring t he cannarb of dvilize.tion.. At one time 

before the ~l.irn of the century, Cooktovn vue the port of arrival nnd departure !or the .... , 

Palmer Ri~er gold field~ aad A brief period of prosperity vas enjoye~ With t he influx 

of p·eople .. a.aa·ocio.t·e d vi th · t he gold -rush:, Cookto.,-n soon had a population of some 35,000 

people. The t own soon boaated of 52 hotels on the mRin stre~t nod a great deal of 

development vent fon~ard. Hovever 1 the gold f.l:eld vorlUngs vere ba!l ed moe tly oLJ O OJ 
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alluvial deposits vbich soon ceaaed to be a paying proposition and Cooktovn never 

reached _ita planned level of development. No public utilitie·s vere ever i~talled.. 

The little business r _emaining after the t uin of the century vas ruined by World War I. 

World War II cauaed a · brief flurry vhen troops and equipccnt vere deployed throughout 
. I 

the area for the de!enae or Auatr1lin but after the battles of the Coral Sea ·&od the 
I 

Oven Stanley Ranges, Cooktovn returned to its sh.tus of a true ghost tovn. Fires t~.nd 

cyclones viped out :most of the princ~pal buildings ~bile tho~e buildings rem~ining in 

any kind of shape had been torn down as salvage building material. Only three hotels 

remained atanding but vere in a poor state of repair _and operation. The state ~aih-

tained a police atat1on and school ·vhich vith the convent building,occupied by the 

·intercept station,and the post office, vere· the only respectable buildings in tovn. 

The other buildings, both occup~ed and unoccupied, vere ~turnlng to the soil through 

the ravage a of titae and vhi te ants. A ·fom o~ tovn a.d.r!lio.istratioo provided a fev feet 

' of vharr, a small varehouse, a civilian hoapital dependant upon the ability of the 

mili t~y to provide a. doctor 1 _and a &ani ta-ry collect! on aervic·e. Fire -fighting 

facilities consisted of ·an ancient, hand-dravn, hand-operated pumping tub built in 

England a.od manned by -a force of call volunt~e_rs vhen vi thin bearing distance. 

On 7 HovelZiber; RE S. A. Burnett forvarded a letter oumoariz.ing ~ction to date in 

rehabilitating the Convent buildings. Ele~trical vor~ vas complete and carpenter vork 

vas progressing :r~pidly. The radio rocm and a) eeping qua.rters vere rea.dy for use and 

it ve.a expected that the galley and mess area wuld be finished ia a veek. About 3~ 

of the material requested for the station had ~rrived; the .most ililpOrtant itema yet to 

arrive ver~ ~hoae needed to furnis h t he nleeping qua rters, galley end m~as . Upon 

receipt of these items 9n d th~ tvo generators, the station vould be ready to receive ·- ... . 
. ·- the -first group. or. perc;"onnel and equipment ... The basic ration f.u.rnis hed k::erlcan F.orces. 

could be dravn from t he Auatr•linn Army Supply Corps vhicb, Jf sat is f actory, vould 

greatly simplify t he s upply problem. Othervie~, rationn vould have to be dn.vu (f{jb 
4 

the Haya.l Supply Depot; Navy 11;4 , at Cairan, on ·a ve ek.ly ba3is vhich vou.:!..d require 
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· mentioned by RE Burnett vns that o! vater. The region vas e xperiencing t he most 

prolonged dry apell in tventy years but he ~ne of t he personal opinion that t here vas 

never much vater in the area. A truck and a 500 gallon VQter cart were to be provided 

to h&ul vater !rom tho river about nine miles avay and it v~ hoped that the ConveAt 
I 

veil and rain atore.ge tanka vould be of use during the ra.ioy sea.son. Another problem 

area vas the landlice betveen Cookto'\10 and To'll'Csville. ~n arrangements bad been 

ma.d.e to reallocate an Auetrallao mili.tery che..nnel on t he line to ~e Navy 1 i,t vas 

_&pparently not reali~ed that the line terminated some six miles from the· Convent. As 

. ' 
a result, no manpover or materials vere · nvail~ble to ·ext~nd t he lice to the atation 

but efforts were being made to correct the situation. Generators to provide the 

station's ovn electricity had been requeat ed but co infor.aation vas axailable on their 

arriT&l. On the personal side, RE Burnett reported he vas living at the C~ercial 

Hotel and eating in a s mall cafe since the hotel served neithe~ ~eala nor beer, !or 

thAt matter. The menu at t he c~fe consisted routinely of locally butchered beef aad, 
.·· 

occasionally, eggs but no vegetables or ~trui.t o! aoy deacrip.tion vere available 

locally. In an effort to vary the me~u 1 RE ·Burnett vrote that be vent fishing one 

SundAy and caught a five pound !ish on t he !irat cast, a neven pounder on the second , 

cast, an eight een pounder on the third cast, ' and hooked int o s~ething so big on the 

fourth cMt that he and a bystander together c ould not le..od 1 t. A c:ea.l. or !iah va.s 

enjoyed that evening. 

I n a 15 November letter, RE Burnett mentioned t~t the nearest U. S. military mail 

aervice va~ l ocated a t no airntrip some nine ~ilea a~a~ vi th no regular t rannportation 

bet-.reen the _tovn and:·t he airstrip. Htl.il service in the t owu vas provided by the 
, 

Australi~~ goveromeat. He also reported that he l~d arrived in ·Cooktovn on 20 October 

for a. t~o -dcy s urvey and in~pecti on; sub s~qucotly returning on 2o Oc t ober to oversee 

construction of the atntion. He provided a rec~p of vork t o date and projected the 

me~e Rod galley vould be r eady f or out fitting aud uoe on 21 November. Local U. S. ooos 
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milit:u-y auth~ri ti..ea .vere . less _ thzl.o . .optittie..tic about the st:l.tion procuring t.he .. re.-. .. 

quircd generators as vell aa a stove and refrigerator. 

On 29 November, the Officer in Ch~rge, Fleet Radio ·unit SEV&~TH Fleet informed 

C~~NTHFLT that the ACNB reported no knovledge of the decision to provide a channel 

!or the Cooxtovn ctation on the existing Tovnsville-Helbourne landline and vas request­
! 

int the _doc.uments pertaining t,o the dec1D1on. FRU?THFLT requested CO.C.SKVENTHFLT 

initi&te the necessary action to have the required svitching arrangements installed 

and to extend the landline the necessary six miles _to the statiou. . Hovever,.' on the 

same date, the Australian Navy requested the Director-General of Post nod Telegr~phs 

proceed vith the installation of tb~ nec~osary svitchi~ arrang~ments at Tovnsville • 

. · On 5 December, RE Burnett reported steady but slov progress vas being made and 

all ·of the York required to put _t _he former Convent buildings in shape had been complete<I 

Everything Yes nov avaitiug receipt of the ne~essary materials and equipment t o put 

the station in c~issiou. Three shipments bad been receivedj 3 .November- five tons, 

17 November - six and one-half tons, and 3 December - tvo and one-half tons totaling 

about 3~ of the small tools and maintenance equipment, 50% of the galley and m~os 

equipment as vell as mess tables, lockers, benches, and scme radio rooc furniture. 

No word bad been received on the gen~ratora, refrigerator, stove, truck, end numerous 

other items and the situation vaan't being helped by the problem of supply being bounced 

betveen the Public Works and Supply Departments. The fact that everything being shipped 

from the Navul Supply Depot to the Rtation vas 'coro!ng in on a privately ovned diesel 

launch and the Navy va3 allocated space for only about eight tons every other veek 

vas also a serious pro~lem. In addition, the launch reportedly ve..sn't big enougn 

to carry tl:ie· st.ation ·~s. truck, generators and other pieces of .1c.re:e equlpoent. The 
., . 

matter or·exte ndlng~he landline to the station vas still up ia the air vith no one in 

the area seemingly knoving anything about the project. The area v~s still vithout r ain 

and most residents vere surviving only by hnuling vater since most vella had gone dry. 

On 10 December 1~43, RE Burnett reported by letter t het all of the Convent bulldia~~ 

OOOG 
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. . .... --:-- !lch.eduled. to... .be- U8cd .by_ th~ . S~tl\t1,on . Ycre _ready . for ~C.UPQJJ.C.Y. put lte!Ds .euch .. as _t.he_..,. __ , _ -· . 

generators, etove, refrigerator, a nd bunks_ still had not been receive~ Action vas 

underYay to procure these item9 but no information bad been received to indicate vheo 

they could bo expectc~ A truck had supposedly been turned over to the Naval Supply 
. . 

Depot at Cairns !or shipment to the station but it vas not knoYO vhen shipment might 
I . . . 

occur. A -300 gallon vnt~r trailer had been received, hovever: Action had been &tarted 

to extend the lnndline to the stati~n and vould be accomplished as soon as labor . and 

. material. became available. No further progress could be cede on the station until the 

In9.terial and supply r~qulsitiona vhl~h had. been 

at Cairrus and Navy 134· (unlocated) "(ere fi.lled. · 

aubmitted to the Naval Supply offices 

On .16 _Decemb~r, CDR E. S. L • . Goodvic. at FRU?TliFLT informed RE Burnett that a 15 'KYA 

diesel generat or, ea:nr.A.rked !or the station, vas in Aua~ralia and had been ordered 
. . 

shipped to the_ station via Cairns. It vas also plnnn_ed to send a 5 KH gaBoline genera-

tor aa a back-up generator. FRU7THFLT hed initi~ted action to have the !ic.al aix miles 

of landline constructed and RE Burnett would not have to take further action hicsel! 

on thia item. This and a subsequent . letter ceotioned a co::uDent by RE Burc.ett that the 

laodline circuit vould be shared vith the Royal Australia~ Air Force although original 

plana called for the U. S. Navy to have e¥clusive use. RE Burnett vas directed to 

look into the matter and advise FRU7THFLT ns to the exact et~tus of the line since it 

vas considered th~t sharing Yould not be satisf actory. 

On 21 Decober, t he 10tat1on was a.a si&ned t he m£'.111IC.g address "Fl eet Radio Un.i t 

Detncmnent, Navy #813"; 

In a 30 December letter fran FRU7THFLT to. the Colll!llander 1 Service Force, SINEhTH 

r'leet I CDR -Good.Yin ~p.orted 1 t Ve-3 estimated th!!.t the Fleet Re.dio Uc..l t Detachoeat 1 

NQvy #813; Cooktovn; v~ld pr~bably be c~issioccd in J anuary 1944. It vas requested 

t hat one Ship's Cook nnd one Machinist's Hate be allocated ! or t he station but t hat 

orderB for the peroonnel be held i n ab~yance pending t he ex{ct dat e of commiesion.iag. 

Personnel ordered to Cooktovn vere to carry fuil field equipments including bedJlQg1 

ooo 
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~bile dungarees ~ere perminsible for vorking dress; blues ~ere considered unneces~ary. 

In a 2 .January 1944 letter 1 RE Burnett reported nost of the 1 tems requested a& 

the initial outfitting of the station had been . receive~ . Six radio receivers had 

been received in good shape but the station vas still lacking some itemi of mess 
. . I . 

. equipment plus t?e truck, re~rtgerator -and generators. A galiey ran~e ~ &rrived 

and a concrete pad .. had been constructed for the generator • . RE Burnett e:npbasiz.ed 

that tho station ~auld have to .be self-supporting before any .peraonnel could' be 

ordered in since tb.e·re ~ere no other places ~here the .men could :rind adequate ·messing 
' 

and berthi.ng facilities. RE Burnett ·~ould have to place · ordera .vith the local 

AUGtrallan Supply Depot tvo v~e:!ts in ad.vanc~ to ensure · tb.s.t ~quate food atocks 

vere on haOd vhen station perGonnel finally arrived. Antenna materio.l.s had not yet 

been received but this vas considered a minor 'problem because antenna installation 

could b.e accomplished easily once the .Ple.teriala were on hand. The station had received 

suffi~ient furnish1n68 to provide accomodations for 24 me~ 
£ 

In another progress report dated 15 .Janua.rY, RE Burnett reported receipt of more 

small items but yet no vord on the shipment of the truck, gener~tors or refrigerator. 

The truck vas considered esaential since the vater trailer could only be moved by 

truck and the nc~reot source of vater1 since the vell vas dry, ~as the river nine miles 

avay over rough, billy roacb. Other supplies vould have to be hauled from one to five 

mile~ to the statio~ The ~ark on the extension of the ~~dline ci~cuit bad apparently 

progressed vell as RE Burnett reported that it could be hooked up vhenever the station 

vas ready. The line vould be shared vith the R~ usiug a double pole, double throv 

svitch coatrolted by tnc RAA}~. When required for U. S. Navy traffic, the 8vitch , 
vould be thrown in the RAAF communicatioos apaces and the 8tation vould have exclusive 

une of the circuit. RE Burnett r~commended using a Model 19 teletypevriter vith tape 

punching equipment since co~unicatioos tice vould be lioited and traffic should be 

___ ....;........_ _______ ____ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ -- 0000 



' -j ., 
· l ., 
' 

-! 

. ' _____ ( __ __ , ___ , _ 

. .• 
• • .... • 0 

--~--· --- - · ------·-

.· 

cleared ~ rapidly as possible. 

On 23 January 1 F"'.rlU7THFLT requested CO.-iSEYENTl!FLT i:ssue permanent orders assigning 

RE Burnett to duty aa Officer in Charge, Fleet Radio Unit Detachment, Navy #81). It 

~ also requested thAt, upon completion of teleprinter school, ru~c S. H. Winchester, 

UJH 1 bo ordered to the st~tion. It vas projected that he vould be on b~d Cooktovn 

about mid-February. 

On 24 January 1 CDR E. S. L. Goodvin in!'omed RE Burnett that · F'Rt.r7THFLT vaa not 
·.: . 

eati•fied vith the arrangements to share the communications circuit vith ·the RAAF since 

the origine.l agreement called for . exclu~i ve Navy use. Officials of the Australian 

Postma-ster Geceral' e _office vere loo~ng 'into the si tu'e.t~on. 

. . 
On 10 Febru~ 1 RX Burnett forJarded ano~her inforcal progress report by letter. 

Sma.ll items of equipment continued to arrive. It had been learned that the antenna 

materials had been shipped t o Milne Bo.y, in er.ror, and had. promptly disappeared. 

Everything had been reorder ed but not yet arrived. A generator and a refrigerator 

had been requisitioned from the SeaBee unit at Cairns and shipment vas expected soon. 

Appar~ntly 1 RE Burnett vas vorking albne ~at this time because he ste.ted he con.sidered 

the installation of the 2600 pound galley range alone and unaided, to be the greate-st 

triumph of his career. Tvo items of concern remained. One vas tbe lack of any vora 

on the truck for t he station. It vus ' consider ed eesential since the station vould be 

responsible f or its ovn garbage and trash disposal, procurecent of firevood for the 

galley, daily mail' runs t o t he airstrip, hauling of supplies, and, during t be dry 

s eason, d.a.ily tripe t o haul veter. The other concern vas the coo.cunications circuit. 

The locai Postmaster General 's office had been rcqueeted.to .comment. on the situation 

and had responded that they could s~itch the Navy station into ~he line vith an hcur's .. . ... 

notice as a shured li~ ~tb t~e RAAF. No rceponoe had been received fr~ Auatrali an 

officials to this r eport. RE Burnett also expressed tbe hope that t he cook assigned 

to t he s tation vould be very good as talent nnd e~ertise vould apparently be required 

to ~a~ gomething out of t he Aus tralian rations 'until supply arrangements had be~n made 

n 
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Oo. 23 Yebruo..ry, RE Burnett reported that thinga h.nd ta.keo. a definite t urn up\lard.. 

On 16 February, the supply boat had arrived carrying a 15 ~/A gaooline generator and 

a 125 cu. !t. reefer bq:x. vhlch had beco. released frCXD the 55th Conntruction Battalion 

at C&irne. Also arriving on the 16th \las RMC ~io.chester. The generator and the reefer 
I 

box vere quite heavy andRE Burnett reported thnt it strained local resources to get 

·the equipa:ents tnov~~ !ran the boat to the station and installed. l!o\le:vcr, everything 

vas vortin.g fine and the generator 1 " ••• lit things tip like a Chrietmae tree. " The 

generator Boon became a back-up generator because on the 22nd, they received vord that 

. a second generator had arrived. This proved to be the . diesel generator mentioned in 

FRU1THFLT's tDemorand~ of 16 December 1943. A disturbing note vas a tag found on th~ 

generator indicating that it bed been damaged in shipment but had been !orvarded on 

vithout an e~timate of damage. Fort unately, ·the daonge turned out t o be comparatively 

tninor. The ge~rator had apparently been dropped in shipment and the radiator had 

been knocked slightly out of alignment; a problem \lhich vas easily corrected. On 21 
.· 

February, in.stallation of t\IO cOilliiiunico.tions lines; · one telephone aad the other for 

the teletype circuit, vao ccmpletcd into the station but no vord had been received 

regarding sha.ri~ or not sharing the t eletype line vi th the RAAF. The mining antenn.e. 

insulators bad arrived with t he diesel generator so vork vas to be started immediately 

on the antenna installation. The galley, mess, and barracks and vs!hro~s \/ere no\1 
# 

complete and ready for usc. Arrangements had been made with t he local Australian 

Military Forces to deliver fuel nnd s upplies to the station ! or the time-being. 

Arrange~nts f or supplementary r a tions, canteen supplies; etc., vould have to be vorked 

out vith t he. Supply Officer at Cairns. There vas a poss ibility'thet a l ocal delry 

f 
vould be operating soon vhi ch vould provide n aource of safe milL RE Burnett reported 

t hat the i nstallation ere ..... , the M~~hinist 'a Hate and t he Ship 's Cook could be uaed a s 

soon as t hey vere available. He also recOL~ended t hnt t\IO Ship 's Cooks be assigned t o 

the obtion vice the one plunoc:d. Due t o t he lo.~ k or ocnr-by medical and dental 0 010 
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!nc111t1ea !or other than emergencies, RE Burnett recocmended that personnel assigned 

to Cookto·.m not have eny serious p,hyoical defects or need dente.l care. 

On 5 March, RE Burnett reported that repairs to the· diesel generator's radiator 

had been effected but. the generator could not be started becaune the atarter batteries 

had not arrived in the ahipment. It had initially been thounn~ the engines could be 

. I 
cranked by hand but, vhen atte~pted, it proved too stiff to turn over. The gaioline 

generator vas operating smoothly ~ vas the refrigerator. ~11 of the equipment h&d 

arrived vithout instruction books and most vithout .npare parts but efforts \[ere being 

made to acquire same. · Upon unpacking · the six Kingsley receiverl!5 1 it vu found that they 

.. h&d. been 8hipped vithout earphones '!hich had been ~ubseq.uently ~equested. ·cCXDpletion · 

of the antenna installation VOUI expected scmetime the follovin.g veek. 

On 9 March, FRtr7THFLT requested Ca.iSERVFORS~HFLT uhip one MO<!el 15 teletype- ·: 

vriter to FRUDET Cooktovn as soon as possible, This teletype vould .aubsequently be 

replaced by a Model 19 vhen one became available. An additional Model 15 teletype 

vould have to be supplied to the Royal Australian Naval W/T Station, Tovnsville ·for 

installation on the other end of the.Cdoktovn-Tovnsville circuit. 

In a 1.2 March FRU7TH.FLT memorandum to FRUDET Cookto-wn, CDR Goodvin informed RE 

Burnett that FRU7THFLT had again been inf,ormed by the Australian Postnuter General 

th.a.t the atation 's teletype chAo..uel vould not be shared vi th the RAJ.:F. The RAAF lio.e 

vould bc ·physically shared but the c~unications circuit cnrried on the line vould be 

exclusively M.si~ed to the atation.. Transfer of the Ship's Cook and the He.chlnist 1 a 

Hate had been requested nod· t~ reillainder of the stn.tio!l' s per~onnel vould be trans-

ferred in about tvo veekn. If operationo beg~n at the ~tation be~ore the teletype 

1nstallati6ci v~ coo~~ete, RK Burnett vaG directed to forvard,the intcrce?t vi~ air 

, . 
vhen safe·u. S. Army or Naval air tran•portation vas available or, if none vas availabl¢ 

over a loag period of time, he vas to deBtroy the material locally ~d vait until the 

teletype line vas operutional. 0011 
· On 12 March, FRUDr:r Navy #813 nubmltted a letter to the Supply Officer, Service 
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Force, SmRNTH Fleet re <{netsting tqat .t~e . statio~ be .. inclu~ed in !-he U. S. Army ration 

plan being entabllshed for the area. RE Burnett reported that the Bue Com:n.a.nder, Ba.se 

Section 2, U. S. Army, had organized a rati?ning plan for U. S. Army troops in the area 

vhlch .'\iOuld be of gre~ter benefit the.n any ·previous ayatem and it va.s undent~ that 

detached Navy units in other area~ had been included in U. S. Army Baae Section rntioo-
1 

ing pla.n.B. \ 

On 14 March, a letter V&SI fo'nrarded to the station from ·the Austra..lian Hili tary 

Forcco Hirings qffice in Cairns stating that a claim. by the Shters of Mercy.' for 149 

Pound..e had been accept'ed for the Convent but that t he expentse of repaire made to the 
·, -

·buildings could be deducted from the .claim if RE Burnett . vould provide e. l.iat of such 

repaira es had ·been or vere to be made. On 16 M~rch, the station provided~ liat 

deteiling the repairn. They conaisted largely of reviring and repl~cement of electrical 
. 

fixtures, repairing and replacing vindov:·gle:ss e.nd screens, repairing plumbing and . 

plumbing fixtures, and repair of valls and ceilings vhere require~ The value of the 

repairs vas not lis ted. 

Aa of 16 March, RE BurO.ett reported the only major itel!ls outstanding vere the 

requirement for a battery to start t he diesel generator ~d the lack of .a truck or.other 

meaws of traOJ!J(Ort. The B.:ltenna system h¥ been completed ~d all sta.tion viring vas 

fininhed and checked out. SCXDe old batteries bed been procured free: the Army for the 

dieoel generator but until a means could be found to recharge them, they vere of no 

value. There vere no battery charging facilit!eo in the area. because everything in 

the vay of paver vas based on portable lighting plants. Tbe. Model 15 teletype had been 

received, installed ~nd che cked out in-house. As soon 8b the landline arrange~~nts vere 

finalized, the .tel etype could be hooked up nnd cau~uni cations initi ate~ Mail delivery 
., . 

had been very sketc~y f or s ome ti~e Rnd, i n fac t, t here ~d been. no .reail sert i ce at a ll 

f or soce time due t o t he ai r atrip bei ng closed due t o heavy rains. As noon as coremunl -

c~tions ve re oper able nnd t he s tat i on personccl ar r ive d, the~ Flee t Radio Uuit Detac~~e at 

Navy #813, Cooktovn, vould be ready to become oper~ti onal . 0012 
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In hi~ letter or 27 Murch, RE Burnett indicated th~t they had experienced !ev. dull 

~omentB &ince his lnst report. On a p~rsonAl note, be mentioned that he vas back up 

~d around after a five day bout of flu end dengue fever. Winds of gale force had 

carried avay the vin<blil.l vhich povered the pump for t he vell and had torn of! e. !ev 

eheets of corrugated iron and some screens. Fortunately, the antenna syatem experl-

enced no d.nmage.. In addition to the \finds, a large house located near t he coClvent 

. \ . 
had burned to the groun~ This had been particularly daogerouo sir.: ~ ~h~re vere no 

I 

fire-fi:ghting facilities of menti.on in the area a.nd no vater to spare to fight the 
·.: 

fire h~ the aeans been available. The landline for c~unications v~a still & problem. 

A vorkme.n from the Post.ma•ter General's office and. the local linesman apent four days 

achieving telephone communications .over ·the circuit after vhich, they departed aasuring 

BE Bi.trnett that the circuit vas intact. Rovever, teletype coli!Illunica.tions h.a.d never 

been succeesfu.lly established.. The. explarie.tion vas that they did.:l. 't knov vhere the 

line vas to terminate on the other end and, therefore, there vasn't a compatable tele-

typevriter vith. vhich to establish communications. Further testing vas stalled b.Y 

the refusal of the Australian Military Forces to permit further vork on, the line until 

they had all of the information regar~og the intended use of the line vhereupon the 

technician from the Pootmaster General's office pecked up and left leaving the s~ation 

I 

vith the knovledge that vbile line continuity existed in the circuit, there vaa no 

certainty that teletype communications could be . established. Shipment of material via 

Aroy or Navy air trannport vas a.ls o impossible since there vas, at ~he 'time, no Navy 

air transport a't all and no Army syste:n operfting vi th any degree ·of safety or schedule. 

On the plus side, batteries for the diesel generator ha~been l ocated ~d the ge~er~tor 

vas operating s ucccssfu.lly. This vas fortu~te because the gasoline generator vas 

sufferin~ the infircities of overwork and needed to be taxen dovn for a long overdue 

overhaul. , 
On 2e March, RHC Williwn (n) Scullion, -USN, -r eceived six RIP-5 type'>f!iters for 

delivery to the Fleet Radio Unit Detachment, Cooktov~ I~ delive~ing the RIP-5'Q, 

12 0013 
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R~C Scullion also reported on boerd for duty along ~ith a draft of eleven other 

~ad.iooen on 5 April 1944. 

The request for authorization for FRUDET Cookto~n to dra~ subsistance from tho 

Army ~as forvarded by CCMSERVFORSEVENTliFLT to the Cornman~ng General, U. S. Army 

Services o! Supply, APO 501, on 24 March, and the request was approved authorizing 
I 

tr~ station to drav rations f~r a maximum of 16 m~n. . 
I . 

On 12 April, RK Burnett reported that orders o·n e.n SC2 and a J.iM3 had been received 

but the men bad not yet reporte~ On 17 April, the station ~as going to orgenize its 

. O'VO mess because ad.e.quate messing facilities were not available locally. · The food 

aupply o! the cafe could not keep up with the food demand o! the crew. Station per­

eonnel vould be employed to cook pepding the arrival of the Ship'~ Cook under ordera 

to the station. There vas no further vora· on either the communications oircuit or 

the truck.. A ldt o! recreation and athletic gear vas requested for the station. On 

15 April, · the Senior Medical Officer at Cairns vas requested to provide a medical 

supply kit bbBed on an estimated complement of 25 officers and men. 

On 19 April, RE Burnett reporte~t~~vork had resumed on"the co~unications 

circuit and progress was being made. The weekly supply boet bad arrived without the 

Ship 1 a Cook and Hachi~ist 1 a Mate. ~E Burnett reported the station vas getting along 

vell in the ~nterim but he had not realized that when the mess vas started, he vas the 

coly one vho could coo~ He remarked that it vas the first time in the Navy that he 

had served a plate of food, let along cook it: The station ~as able to procure only 

Australiec Military Forces field r~tions; .!or example, one and one-half poundA, of 

coffee per veek to serve 16 men. The othervise strict diet vas supplemented scm~~hat 

by vhatever .station personnel could beg, borro~, or steal plus a fev purchases on t he , 

open ~:~us.r~~t. U. S. A~y personnel in the area ~ere . also living on AuQtralian r~tions - . 

:· . 

~!! the propo:sed·· Aroy ·supply ·plan· ·ha-d-not ·-yet been· implc:C!lentc"d.. A fe~~ m:~.ge.~in~~: h~ - --- · 

found their ~ay to the station a~d ~ere enjoyed by all h~nds but recreation equip~ent 

~as li~ited 1 at the time , to an old piano ~blch apparently no one could pl~y. ~ord 

0014 
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bad been..re.ceived . . that_a truck b~d been allocated for_ the station but _there 'o{as_nQ 

vord on vhcn it might arrive. Apparently t o bre~k the monotony, RE Burnett began 

referring to t he station ae "PosDum Trot" vhicb he later changed to ''Coon Holler". 

On 8 May, RE Burnett reported t hat work was still beiog performed on the c~uni-

catio~ circuit. A Post~ester General representative had c~e to the station to conduct 

1 
an "official test" vhich result e d in his -statement that the line vas not in condition 

I 

to carry teletype communications and t~t a linesman vould hAve to c~e up and go over 
. , 

t~ li~ e.gs.in. A quick trip .to Navy 144 at Cs.irna. to conduct eooe busii~es~ resulted 

in RE Burnett's dis~oYeri:lg th:1t they vere about to ship the station ·a. vehicle th.<lt 

vould h3.vo been more o! a liability than n.n a$ set. Scce "horse.'trad.ing" .produced a. . . . . 

truck, · & :rive-ton 6x6, auitnble to the atation'a n~eds. Since the supply boat· couldn't 
. . 

cc.rry a.n~hing larger than a Jeep, RE Burnett. looked into the poasibi_lities of traveling 

overland;· a d.ilst.ance of so~ 550 miles. He ve.s stroogly advised :agtinst it ! or at 

. leut another si.:x veek:s because of the rainy eea.son. Even the Postmaster General 

linec:en vere still riding horses vhetlmtl!r'~~~i:M.d.':t;o go into the bueh to check out 

telephone &nd. telegraph lines. The trutk had eight re&r drive vbeels and tvo in front 

but even \lith chains on all vheele and in cCXDpound lov, local opinion va..e that the 

trucx vould never make it through the bush. Nci ther the cook nor !-1!l.Chinist • s Mate 
I 

had arrived and RE Burnett repoz:tcd he vnn getting tired of cook.iog. He did hAve one 

lese mouth to feed, ho-wever, since t he RAAF doctor had put him on a liquid diet to 

. 
clee.r up some sto~~ch problc~s. The s upply si:tuatioa vas improv ing significantly 

\ 

in the ~ea of both provisions aad other supplies. Mail vas still a problem . fro~ the 
-~ 

st a:1dpoint of slav delivery a nd frequent mis-routiogs. · 

In June,· it was q~cided to bring the truck to Cookto-wn. From discussione vith 

. , 
loc&l Cooktowo people, it vas decided to try t he overl~ad route ·cioce all &greed thAt 

t he country vould be quite good for travel. Ho-wever, no on~ had a:1y i dea or t he trials 

and tribulationa in store for the expedition consisting or RE Buroett, ~!C Scullion and 

R~2 Dillar~ Fortunately, RHC Scullion hnd hnd seven year5 or opecialized automotive 

nn 
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traini_ng eince ~ubseque_nt events requirc::d. him to spc::nd .~Q9U~ a!l much til!le under th~ 

truck n~ riding in the cab. The Supply Depot at Cairns provided all of the service 

overhaul and me.intcnance vithin t heir means including .the outfitting of the "expedition". 

Since th!:re voulc:l be no garn.ges along the vay, everything do\ffi to the smallest detail 

had to be planned Md p~cked aboard. Ro!l.d information va.o ~ furniahed by the Australian 
. ) 

Army and the North Queeosland 1police. Mapa ~re provided and route vas marked out 
l . 

but they ~ere less . than accurate. It ve.s finally impressed upon the "expedi tioo" that 

road knovledge north of Cairoe came only through experience. Air distance !rom Cairns 

to C?oktovn vaa ninety miles, by vater 105 ciles, and .by overland bush tr~ks pn.ssable 
. ..... 

by pack horse only throughout the s:eater portion of t~ year, 550 miles. This vns, of 

cour~e·, the ~oute vhich ha.d to be follo~d.. The route vent vest and ~outh freon Cairll.B 

· through Mareeba, Dimbulah, Carbo~te Cre~k, Solanum, Boo~oo, Petford1 Lappa Junction, 

· Koorboora, Al.ma.-Den, Chillagoe; Mungana, ~ .then north thl-o~ the Valsh River crossing, 

Wrothnn Park Station, Mitchell River, Mount Mulgrave Station, Palroerv.ille, Palmer 

River crossing, Kennedy River, Big Kennedy bend, Fairlight St~tion, Fairview, Laura, 

and finally eut to. the coast to tra;,el' the l.a!:t 6"{ miles by rail to Cookto\ffi. They 
. . . 

dug their vay thr.ough miles of so.nd, shoveled yards of dirt and gravel, &.nd cut dovn 

enough trees to aid the natioDAl. reforeat3.tion program. Many of the tovoa exiatcd in 
• I 

-
na.me only 1 being ghost tovn.a 1 vhile otbera such as Wroth8.!2 Park nnd Mount Hulgr eve 

vere cattle etatio~s o! three to aix thou3and equare miles. There vere such out -

etanding places as Boonmoo vhere t hey vere t old road info~tion vould be avail~ble 

frcm vha.t proved to be a non -existent population, spots vhere it va!S neceuary t .:) 

patrol n mile or more a head of t he truck to find a vay ±hrough, t~ Pe~er River crena-

1ng vhere the bank c~bled bcne&th the veight of t he truck loaving the~ banging over ... : -. . 

a cliff for tvo day~ urttil th~ arrival of jacks from a et &ti on 75 miles diatant, t he 

Big Kennedy Bend vhere the truck bogged dovn body deep and refused to move unti l help 

vaa obtained nfter a l ong night's trek on !oot, and t he Fairviev repeater staticn vr~re 

rain hnd v~hed out the tr&e k and c~used t hree ' rivers t o ri s~ above thei r no~al ford 
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over the l~st 67 milen by rail on a flatcnr V&3 1 3call vender, considered the mo~t 

enjoyeblo pnrt or the trip. 

· On 29 June 1944, ·LTJG R. S. Katzenberger, USN, vas icsued orders th&t upon 

~ctacbment from toe Fleet Radio Unit Detachment, Adel~ide River, he V3J to proceed to 

the Fleet R~o Unit Detac~eot, Cooktovn1 for duty as Offlc~r in .Chnrge in relief or 

RE S. A. Burnett • . ~ L!I'JG Katzenberger reported to Cooktovn on 13 July e.nd assumed 

CCXIllOOlld on 16 July. f\E Burnett vas ordered to FRU1THFLT for further tra.nafer. 

In a document dated 1 August 1944, a description and bnckground of the building• 

and ground occupied_ by the Cooktovn·station vas given. ·The property and buildings 

leased by the U. S. Navy reportedly consisted of all of that real property ovned by 
. . 

the Sisters of Mercy, Rocan Catholic Diocese of Cairns, queen8land, identified aa 

Allot:ents 14 to 17 inclusive, Section 13, ·cooktovn, County of Banks, Pariah o! CooL 

The property vn~ bounded on the north by Furneaux Street and on the •eat by Helen 

Street. The rear property line extended frao Furneaux Street nculy north and south. 
.. . , 

_Buildinga on the property consisted of the Convent itself, a three-story brick and vood 

building vi th a u:ans~rd roof cont~ning 16 rooms, an adjoining building of vooden 

construction consisting of four ro~s ua~d for a recreation hall, ceas, galley, and 

laundry room, and St. Mary's High School vhich vas o! vooden construction consisting 

of tvo roo::1e. The high echool building VM not used by the station. All buildings 

vere reported to be in very poor condition cue to termi~e~ and veether. (For a more 

complete description of the Con~ent, see Appendix k) 

It is not knovn vhen t he Cooktovn station vent operational but it could not have 

been too long oefore ~·action VM initiated to disestablish it., FR\...."'{EL' a 300329Z AUG 44 , 
StA-ted, in pa.rt, "Io P\lrsuo.nce projects d~cided du~iog visit or .Di rector of Navl!.l 

c~unicationa request C~~~T~~T i~itiate folloving (a) issue neces•ery orders to 

LT Raymond Sylvester Y.atzenber3er1 Officer in Chnrge, FRUDET Cooktovn to dec oo,oisaion 

0 
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that Detachmont~ •• lt. CCN~piENTif]LT dire cted CO-tSERVFORSEVENTHFLT to take ac tion. 

On 19 September, corncunicatione a nd poYer vere secured nod all personnel vere trans-

!erred on 22 Septomber 1944. (For a list of personnel ·asoigned ·to FRUDET Cooktovn
1 

eee Appendix B. ) 

Tho last reference noted to the intercept station at Cooxtovn is found in a 
I 
I 

J"RU7THFLT addenda .to a FR~..EL ·,Neve Letter do.ted 24 February 1945 vhich . atates that 

t~ Cooktovn intercept station vas disbanded early in October 1944 vith t~ equipment 
·; 

distributed betveen the station at Adelaide River and Melbourne. The 111ission of the 
. . 

Cooktovn station vas apparently solely intercept becauce, although a reference to the 

..... 
possibility of establihsing an HFDF station at Cooktovn vua noted in early corres-

· pondence, · FRUAD 1
8 0501212. OCT 44 states, in part, " ••• vhile on subject, request NEGAT 

('Wnabington) note that there ia not, never has ~een and probably never Yill be a 

direction :finder at Cooktovn .... 

, 

001!3 



, 

:-:; . 

... . -· ·71 0 

0 ' . -
~ , 

.; 

i .. 
0; 

-... ..,., ./9 0 

· -"-~ "" .... . ~ ·· ·.:-;...-... ~ .... , . ..,_ . ~ ... - . 

I'~ '0}) 
'-

LOCATION FOR AN ADVJ.JiCED FHU DET"CHMENT ----------.------ -·-- --- -·- ·-

The property-uror. which it i~ proro~ect to loc~te the Cooktown unit is 
known ns the SiRters of Mercy Convent Schoo]. Th\!'1 school comprised a group 
of buildines self contained on it!'! o~t n property. Activity of the school 
reached its peak du:-ing Cooktcwn 1 s "Golden Ar.e", since th-;lt time activity 

· has dwindled throuch the ycar5 unti1 the school was. evacnded in 1939. 
0 ' 

The school. is comprised of t he following hi:Jildines and facilities in 
varying staces "{)f r er-air . A large two ~tory br:i c:k building 'With finished 
of! attic, a wooden school buildinc, three small sheds, old engine house · 
end t'Wo outhou~ex employed as lavatories. Cookine and messine facilities 
existe·d in a wooden annex in the rear of the t'rto :story hrj ck buildine. A 

· te~~i~ c ourt and well with windmill tolrer is located at one .end of the 
buildine; • 

It i!'!' pr.opo.sed to occ:upy the t"tro etory br:i ck building and its adjoining 
annex as radio station, livi.ng qu:J.rbrs; galley and mess hall. This building 
is arre.need as follows; First floor, entrance hnll and rrein stair case, school 
rooms and chapel, Second floor, tvro l~rce dcrmitorys, hall and stair case to 
t he attic, tYro le.ree porch~s at front and r~~r, four individual rooms and the 
'Washroom and shower~, Third floor, consists of an attic fini~hed in 'Wood · 
beneath a leree flat .dormer r nof . The attic is div:ided into tr.ree rooms, the 
center room bei.nl? the l~rpest into whic;h the st~ir case fran the second floor 
is termin.'lted. The ot.her-two rooms o.r"3 end room,<) ar.d are p~rtit:ioned off 
from th~ centAr room. · A s~ll bath f~Cll:ity i~ also built into this attic. 
There are fou:- dormer windows in the center room and three each in the end 
roo!Il.9. Under one of the dormers is lnca ted the: \~a tor tank which feeds the 
showers and wnsh r.oom on the scc or.d floor . 

The ground floor of the building 'is used largely for the storage of 
relit:ious -articles formerly used by tho school. 1iore than amplP. ~pace exists 
on the second floor for all living quarters and the attic is anply laree and 
well suited to the radio installation. 

This bu:ild~ng i~ in a fsir state of re~air, replacerr:eP.t of windct~ glass , 
door hardware and certain plumbing repairs beine all tha.t that is necessary 
with t he addition of lieht and power wiring. No part of the ori~ine.l thirty-· 
t'Wo volt battery li[hting systc:a would be useful. ~Urine and electrical 
fittlr!gs aro in a bad sta.to cf repair and not intende9 f or use w~th a eystem 
other th.'ln the original inst~llatlo·n. Due to t he lath and plastered walls 
llnd the e_xtremelr hieh metal sheethed ceilint:s the satre difficulties lrill 
present them:relves "in the elec t ri\.al instc.llation as usually present them­
selves in the mod~rni£atior.• of o.ll old buildine~ . 
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REPORT COVERING COOI\'"TO'o'i'N, qJEENSLAND AS THE FROPOSED 

LOCA.TICN !_'OR AN A.DVM~ED f!t_!J_!_)~_'!'AC~{ENT_, (Co:tt 1 d ·l 

COOKING AND l.!ESSING FACILITIES. 

A wooden annex adjoins t he rear of the main building. This building is 
partitioned off in·to four roonts, a large mo~s ·hall, small dining room, galley 
and a l't!l.sh hou!le in an extremely poor state _of rerair. It is ·sugr,ested that 
the galley and sffiall dining roo~ be renovated as neces~ary. · The large roes~ 
hall used a!l a recreation fiOOr.l and whatever \H-Je may be m'3.dft of the ·.,..ash house 
for laundry purposed. The ·~alley is equipped with a large chimney, the base 
dimensions of which are six feet by two feet. By extension of the fire base . 
out into ths galley a few feet either by means of a concrete or metal sheet 
ample safe space obtains for a large combinntion. wood or oil stove . 

. . . 
There are no sink or drain facilitias installed in the galley, A 

small sink is located in tr~ building. but no pipine runs mad~. Storage 
ll'ater tanb are located in the rftar of the buildir.g 'Qut are not piped, lfater 
being drawn off by means of spicct,~ . No trouble liO\tld be experienced in 
m3kine the sink and drain in!'3ta1J.ations • 

A large storaee cabinet is installed in the galley. \!lith the exception 
of window glass, wiring and. the pJ u~bing mentiom~rl all that is re91irert to 
renovate thes~ room.~ is !-\llint, lye 11atcr.; soap and effort. No ncreening 
exists in any of the buildings. 

SHEDS AND OUTHGUSES • 

There are thre~ small sheds 1 two-out houses and the old ·eneine house ­
located in the rear of tho convent yard. No one of the shed~ i~ large enough 
to accoruodate the comtemple..ted polfe!' supply. Since all the out buildings have 
dirt floors their use is li.orl ted to certain fcr:ts cf stC1'1age only. O! th.e two 
outbuildings employed as lavatories only one is useable_, the other having fallen 
apart throueh lack of repair . The pos~ibility of jacking up the roof of one 
of t he sheds suegests its uso as a garage. Attache~ sketch ehd~s the most 
suitable Bite for an engin~ house. This location is far enough removed to 
reduce objecticnablo noi~e levels both electrjcal and aural. 

ViATER SUPPLY •• 

Thore ie no tolm l'later lnlpply in Cooktcwn, lfells and rain llater storage 
tanks are relied upon entirely. The convent school ~ater BUpply ia bases 
largely upon storage ta.'1ks filled during the rainy sonso-n by mee..r.s of a maze 
of rain gutter!l c-f sorJewhat doubtful continuty. Th13fc are six one thousand 
eallon storage t qnks loceted in th~ rear of th~ eelley. These tanka have no 
pipir.e runs ·and wa·t;er iG dr2wn off by rr.eP.ns o: spir-ot.s. There j s no direct 
connec~_ion betwee!' t\tes.o t~nks and the well. 
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VlATER SUPPLY (Cont'd.) 

.· 

,. 

Tho well on the promisee is a bricked up shaft six feet in diameter 
driven to a depth of thirty-five feet. Sounding during the first week in 
August rev~aled a depth o~ six feet of water aryd silt. Tho windmill i~ a 
Chicago built A~romotor and i~ at pre~net out of commi~sion. During its 
operating days it pumped wkter to a t~o hundred and fifty gallon open top 
tank insta.lled beneath one of the attic dormers. This- tank suppliee the 
~ho~ers and hand basins located in the ~econd floor ~ashroom. At one t~ 
a small line fed a fity gallon ffi~tal lined wood t~nk which ~upplied the 
small bath in the attic. Thi~ pipe has been disconnected • . The overflow 
!rom the two lumdred and fifty . gallon attic tank run~ out into the main 
roof into the rain gutter system. · 

' 
l!r. Jack Welch 1 t he local plumber, wa~ contact·ed in connection with 

. the windnH.1 and n-ell. It appears that the Windrnill has been out of conunission 
. for some t~ .due to vrearir.g out of pnr.ts concerned with the driving gear 
which are n0 longer obtainable. Al!o there are times when insufficient wind 
obtains to turn the mill . The rerort o.1' l.!r. Yfelch on the 1\"cll coverine a 
number of yenrs is to the P.ffect that the well mieht bo .depended upon t o 
.1'urnish two hundred and ' !~.fty gallons of water per day during the dry season: 
The bottom of the ~ell r~sts upo~ h~rd pan and rncy be difficult to drive to 

·a greater depth. This well is considered fit for drinking but due to· the 
possibility of contan:i.nation it is considerocl advisable to either boil t he 

· -w.ster or · chlorinatt\. Silt removal an<:L clcanine of the ltell me.y be accomplist:ed 
thrcueh ·the tcYtn cour.cil at a c o~t of two pounrls !'er l'iorkine day. Le.bor of 
two .men i~ requil·ed. 

It is reco.l'!l."l!Emded that a pu.rnp be provided ptll!lping water direr.t to 
both attic ar.d s~ile~ tnru<s. Since the attic pipe line is already in place 
en adcUtioAal r un of one hundr~d and !ift~, feet of two inch pipo would permit 
e direct-galley tank. It ~ould · bc a comr.aritively sirnple .mAtter to reinstall 
one or two of the one thouso.nd gallon tanks knoWn t o be in good condiUon on 
the roof and thus provid~ a good h~~ of water for all purpo~ed including 
limited fire .protection . 

M0 st of the rain gutters are b.'ldl:r rusted out .and all of the tanka 
need emptying and cleanine. All of the tanks contain large amcunts o! dirt, 
ra.int flake:~ end rust. V/ire brusltine and trea.tine wit~ potabla l'fater tnnk 
paint ·uould inrmre sati~factory tank or/.lrat1on f or ~cme tilT'.e tp come. 

INVL~TffiY OF USEFUL FURlHTLTRE. 

-An inventory t>f 
the ! ollol'fing 1 ferns .• 

furhiture not in 5torage for Bafo keep~ng revealed 

· Iten 
Tables, largo, dini Df. 
Chairs • 

Locke rs , clothine 
Benche5 , rol!!lS A -3-

Goct\ 
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12 

Bad 
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. _ .. REPORT COVERI NG . CQOK'I.'OVfN 1 QUEE!1§~iD AS THE FROPOS:c:D 

LOCATION FOR AN ADVAI-iCED FRU DF.TACHL~NT 1 {Con~ 

DiVENTORY OF USEFUL FURNITURE, (Cont 1d 2 ) 

All beds on the premases are to short to be of U3B being child sizes 
only. Thore are ·many closot.:J ar.d cabinets ''hich lrould be useful !or st.c~age 
located in all partn of the builrl1 ng . 

I 
SANITARY FACILI!IF:;"'.:.. 1· 

There ar~· no t0~n operated facilit1es for disrosal of refuse . Garbage 
must either LEl burned by the unit or trucked out to local farmers operating 
pig farms . Clean refuse nnd cans after burning out and f lattening lliUSt be 
trucked to the toYrn dump. There l!! no scwer:lt;e S)':Jtem and all out.51.d" toilet. 
facilities are under the control of the town. Tho l ocal he3lth board pro-
hibits the ·use of pit or trench privies . -... 

_ . ·A !Sundrym:1n i!S rn3.int2.ir.ect by the to·Hn and all persons are required to 
make use ·of the servic"· The sunciryman att.en<:\s to the er.tptyine and cle:lnsin~ 
of t he bucket..'i snd retl\l· n-:> them in a s-s.nitary condition nt a cost of one 
shilline, seven pence per bucket. E!lti:n:.ted of the _numher of buckets and the 
roquir~d fre~penc~' of emptytn~ ITtllSt be furnisheci the local board of health. 

There are no loc'\lly operated trsn3port.:J.ttn~ fscilH.ie~ avnile.ble . 
Militsry trucks r.re vfjry few j n numher due to the shipping problem. Cooktown 
is served almost entirely by wa~rborne. t ransport . One small diesel tue 
operates between Cai~ and Cooktow~ makin~ one trip per week. There are no 
rsil or vehiculsr ro~ds connecting Cooktov.·n with the south. The U.s. Arrrr./ 
Air Transport Co~nd t~kA~ csre of personnel tran~port, mail and smell 
quantities of .freight. Five to seven northbound f~ghts refuel at the 
Cooktow-n ~litary strip each morninc; ., Returning on the southbound lee of 
the fli~ht pl'lnes stop at Ccoktown only on sienal. The Ccokto·o¥n milit.!r-J 
strip i.s l oc:.ted nine milP.s fro:n t he t ol'fn . CivU airw~ys o:;..er~tes a very 
li.mited servic e between Cai::-ns and Cookto·o¥n two or three t rips weekly. A 
!ew passen!::fH•!J and sms.ll quantity of frei£ht is sccomodated . A Bli'.Sll gas 
eneine drivtHl p.!lS!'tHl~Or cs.r oper~tes inlar.d fr om CooktcJfin to the t own of 
Lsura , a. dlst :lnce of sixt-y-seven r.U.l13 n. 

P()','Ef{ 

- - , . 
The ?l!G. opera t.es s sr'WJ.ll l ocs. l syst. ~m with u f ew lines available . 

Pole l ine:=; r u n thr.)u;)t t h~: ·strc"!l-!t 11:1on ·ai\ir.:t -t•11.~ -conv '!nt school i3 loc.:.ten . 
The t"3lep~10r\!' syst.t!r•r is a b.i t sht<:hy t htJr~ but ng hut fe·N suh:-~cribcrs and 
all ha ~ed on th~ country p~rly lin~ . 
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HOSPIT~L FACILITIES, (Cont 1d) 
0 • 

The civilian ho!!pitA.l has no resident phy~1.ci3n nor has CooktoWn. }.{ilitary 
physicians ~erve accordine to their availability. At present the RAAF 
provida~ a doctor. 

GENERAL HEALTH. . 

Cooktown haalth conditlons are good. No outbreaks of contaeiou~ 
di!3easa h~v"., occur~d in recent years. According to the local phar.rnsci~t 
noo m.alarh eXists loc9.ll.y 1 th~ only recorded cssas luving been brought.' into 
Cooktown fro~ othHr diBtricts. c~~on colds nnd occasional cases of dengue 
f~ver being the chief affliction. The climate is eood the year around and 
Cooktown pride~ tt~Alf in the numher of ~eoplo who eo int~ rottr~roent locally, 

FIRE PROTECTION. 

Fire fightine equipm~nt - consists. of one ancient hand drawn, hand 
operated pu11p. Lo.ck of water precludes extensive fire protection . 

RECREATION FACILITIE3. 

~ splendid bathine beach is locaten fifteen ~1nutes walk from to~n. 
This beach i!! clean tide water and no cnees of ear fungus or other ailment 
have ever been reported. A si!}3.ll sports perk providds a soft b!lll playine 

. field and a tennis court in fa¥ state of re!1air. l!ovine pictures are shcmn · 
Monday 

1 
i':ednesda~, and Satnrday nie;hb . Therl3 is a dance of eorts on Friday 

night. No military wet canteen is provided. TW~ small pubs have beer on 
tap one day a weak. · 

CANTEr-:N FACT LITIES. ·----.- --·- • -
Provi<lr!d in a limited m.:-.nn~;~r by the RAAF and A!tF. No Am~rican canteen 

faciiitie3 are avnilabl~ • 

. ... ~ 
., 
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!\A!'fE RAtrK/RATE DOR SVC SVC/FILE NR REPORTED TRANSFER RE'HARKS -r I - -I . . N I . 
AICHELE, Charles John RM2 USNR 646-37-54 5 Apr 44 Sep 44 0 , 

0' 
BO~~R, Gordon Irving RM2 USN 224-57-94 5 Apr 44 Sep 44 

BURHETT, Sidney Addison RE USN 156999 28 Oct 43 16 Jul 44 Officer in Charg~ 

. i DILLARD, Everett Allison · RM2 USH 662-06-80 5 Apr 44 Sep 44 
Noral.tln 

'J DUKC:, Carson Rayt!M)nd . SC2 I USNR 658-06-67 Sep 44 
•.. 

® GALLO~AY. Wilmer J~s RM3 USNR 621-72-96 5 hpr 44 Sep 44 
' 

. ·: KAT~ENBERGER, Raymond . LTJG USN 196925 13 Jul 44 Sep 44 .Offic~r in Charge 
: Sylveater LT 

KEEFER, David Neale R..'12 USN 300-80-33 5 Apr 44 Scp 44 
. . 

NEELS, William "B" RM.3 USNR .554-20-67 5 Apr 44 Sep 44 

SCHALLER, Michael George RM2 USNR 622-58-47 1 5 Apr 44 Sep 44 
.. 

SCULLION, William. (n) Rl1C USN 402-60-33 5 Apr 44 Sep 44 .. . 
SMITH, Keith ~neeler • R.H2 USNR 652-05-H 5 Apr 44 Sep 44 

SMITHERS, Harry Aurther RM2 USN 376-58-28 5 hpr 44 Sep 44 

0 · TAYLOR, Robert H~•ard RM2 USNR 664-14-81 5 Apr 44 Sep 44 

. .... 

l! 
TUCKER, William Clarence MM3 USNR 663-26-12 Sep 44 . , . , .. 

I . \JALKER, WilliAm Ralph RM2 USNR 662-55-76 5 Apr 44 Sep 44 
I 

(_j WI NCHES TER, Samuel Harriaaon RHC USN 243- 47-67 16 Feb 44 • Scp 44 

-
I I 

. 
I 

I .. 
B-1 APPENDIX B 

" ' 
I ' . 

-
j 

. · ~ __ ... , .. . . . ·-· ........ ,.., .. . · ' . . 


