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REVIEWER'S NOTE:

This document was prepared as UNCLASSIFIED:by Naval
personnel_ who had access to classified records. The
first review to verify the fact that the report does
not contain sensitive information was conducted by

" personnel-of the Naval Security Group.. - The original

. of this document was retained by them and has been

.. " 'placed in the NSG Repository, Crane, Indiana. A final
" review .to insure  releasability was conducted by NSA.
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U.S. Naval Supblenentary Radio Station

. " Port-Isabel,;"Texas

NOTE: The attached document was prepared by Naval personnel
with access to various historical records with the
objective of bringing diverse records into a usuable
narrative history of a Naval activity. The document
does not constitute an official Navy history and no
claims are made regarding its completeness and
accuracy. Prepared by NAVSECGRUDET Crane, Indiana
17 March 1980
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U. S. Naval Supplementary Redio Station, Port Isabel, Texas

on 2 May 1'9&2 0P-20G requested suthority to comstruct eight additional

H?DF stationl, rive in Soutk Azmerica and thrcc on a north-south lipe in tbc middle

-

" of the United States, ona 1n 80uthcaatcrn Tcxnl, one . 1n North Dskotz or northcrn

Hinneuota, and one 1n eithcr Iowa or Hebraska. The purpose bchind the estzblish-
pent of theue ttations vould be to providc bcaringn on tnrgcta vhich could not be
heard by existing stations bccausc of their being within the skip zone of thc

targat s radio transmisaions. While prinu:ily planned to Bupplcment the Bast

by Coast HFDF Hct,_the nci stations could also be available to taks bcuriﬂé on Pacific

. targets. A station in southcastern Texas, in coﬁJunction with thc exinting stations

e%., R C&lirornia., acd Jupiter, Florida would elso give a long bale

line ror taking bcnrings on targets to the aouth. Authority to establish these

stations vaa granted and funds allocatedfby the Bureau of Ships in August 19h2.

oP-20G proceedcd with the construction of thrcc of the South Arerican stations

(Recifc, Belem, and Bahia) but construction of the three COHUS stations was held in

_ab:ynnce because the nced nnticipatcd at " the April 1942 conrc"cnce did not uatcrializc

)
A
sufficiently to warrant immcdiatcly moving ahead with the original plan. In February

l9hj, QP -20G reviewed aerial phoéographs of thc.qouthcnstern Texas area with partic-
ular emphasis on Cameron County. From ihcsc photographs, two prospective sites
north of Brownaville were seclected ror.:urtbgr in;cstig&tion. However, no definite
need to establish the Texas station arose until ﬁarch 1943, when the Cocmaader, Gulf

Sea Frontier pressed for additional direction finder stations in the Gulf Bea Fromtie

At a 16 March conference, it was declded, among other things, to estzblish a moblle

QULFSEAFRON net to be operated mainly by Coast Guard persoanel and to proceced at
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- once vith thc southcast_Tcissrotation. .Thc GULFSEAfHON net accomplished practically
nothing during its cxistcaoc exd was disestablished in‘Fcbruary ighh by the Commander
in Chief, U. 5. Fleet upon the repeated reccumendations of OP-20G.

Aon 23 April 1943, ENS H. F. xanea USN, was ordered TAD to the EIGHTH Naval

"District to inspcct.thc tvo sites selected rton;thc'acrial photogrcphs: ﬁuring the
pcriod 30 April through 3 Hay, ENS Kane and LT M. L. Goldsmith the Stnff Rndio
Material Officer at thc Naval Air Training Ccntcr, Corpus Christi, conducted the

. survey and rcportcd back on the tvo potential sites. The Cameron County area vnn,

" dn gcncral, considcrcd vcll suitcd for ;n HFD: nitc since it is in the Rio Granda

vallcy and ia flat tablc rarming land_avcraging h to 15 Icct abovc mean sea lcvel '

.‘vith no largc hills or mountainn. Thc problem of - cclccting & suitable site was

' o ' rcduccd to choosing nn area of sufricicnt sizc possclsing highcst ground conductivity,

acccssiblc to public utilities as vcll as nccrby towns and highways, and that could

i . . be ccsily lcaacd or purchascd by the governmcnt. _
. _ Site #l was located one milc inland along thc south sidc of Texas - highway #100
" about 12 miles from Los Fresnos and nix_;ilcs from Port Isabel. The 1and vas
appcrcntly unuscd since the owner rcportcd it o0 1ow and aclty for. thc grazing-or
. _cattle_or raising of p;oducc. ‘There verc no huildings near thc litc but it vas felt
that thc buildings‘at:an old Naval Radio Station in Port Isabel, which had been
abandoned in 1932'but was still owned by thc Navy, could be rcnovatcd.r fhc buifhiogs
consisted of four'ncts of qucrtcro fot married pcrsocncl; one BOQ, oncﬁbacrncks, e
_g&ragc; a traoahitter_building, cndra powcr tounc. 'It was estimated that it would
;coat'$72;h00; lcas'cQuipmcnt, to cstablich an HFDF stction at Site #1 including the
construction of &li necessary buil&ings at the site rather than using the old Redio
Statioa buildings in Port Isabel. |
3 Site ff2 was located about 12 miles inland and one e2ad cuc-half miles south of

Lon Fresoos and 1)1 miles north of Brownsville. It was believed that construction of

a station at Sitc #2 would cost lcss than at Sitc #1 due to the availcbility of a

0
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from the o0ld radio station. It'vas planned to instqil 2 Model DAJ EFDF equipment,

. & D ®

!

auﬁply of rresh water from Los.Freanos vhereas Site #1 cad no ready source of fresh
wvater. Hovevcr, Site #1 wes reccmmended as the first choice on the basis of possibly
better ground wave reception, since 1t V&g nearer the Gulf of Mexico, and higher
ground conductivify.

On 14 May 19h3,.0P-206 forwarded another memorandum to OP-20 discussing new
CONUS EFDF stations; particularly one in southeastern Texes. Since the OP-20G

memorandum of 2 May 1942, the establishment. of Canadian HFD? stations in the Province

of Manitoba had élizinated the need for a U. S. HFDF station in North Dakota or
" porthern Minnesota., Of the two remaining stations desired in the Mid West, it was
" considered that establishment of a station in Texas was the more urgent due to the '

strategic need for better HFDF covcrngc in the Gulf ares. On 8 June 1943, a Vice

Chief of Naval‘opcrations (QP-20G) letter to tke Chief of the Buresu of Yards end
Docks via the Bureau of Sﬁipa'dirccted the establishment of the Port Isabel Naval
Supplementary Radio Station. The Bureau of Yards end Docks was to acquire the

hccecsary lacd construct or provide the necessary facilities, and provide and

‘install thc ncccssary cqnipmcnt. The buildings at thc ahandoncd Naval Radio Station,

Port Isabel were to be cxanincd to dctcrminc it 3t vould bc more cost effective to

renovate then rathcr than construct new huildings at the site. If 50, trnnsportation

racilitics would have to be provided to get the men to the HFDF site about six miles

& Model DAH MFDF equipmeat, a Model TBK transmitter, two LF (15-600 kBz) receivers,
six HF (1 30 mhz) rcccivcrn, and two VEF (30-150 mHz) receivers.

In BUDOCKS 2220312 JUN 43 to COMEIGHT, BUDOCKS reported it was nbout to subait

. the Port Iaabcl project to the Secretary of thc Navy for epproval end requested

CQMEIGHT determine whether comstruction of new buildings on site or utilization of
the old Naval Radio Station buildings would be more cost effectlve. In response,
CQMEIGHT forwarded plans, photographs, and correspondence relating to the establishment

of the station to BUDOCKS. It was reported that renovation of the old radio station
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buildings could be a.céo:npliahed for about $12,000 and would provide a galley, a

we=s hall, & barracks for 40 enlisted personnel and four CPO's, and a building for
administrative offices and qur.rt.ers for the officer in charge. It wvas estimated

that construction of new buildings on site wauld cost about $10, 000 nore t.han uling

“the old ra.dio ntation.. It was :t‘urther recomrended that any consideration of Site #2

be sbandoned since it was an old lake bed and clruinage could only be controlled by
comtmcting a ring levee and insta.l_ling a drainage pump - an expensive proJect.

Since an Army ra.dar unit was prcaently occupying the old Nava.l Ra.dio Station build_tngs

-
. - -

an alternative proposal was nubnitted to use .an  abandoned school house in Port Isabel

4 located a.bout two blocks f:rom the old radio ata.tion. It had \Jeen offered to the Na.vy

for the coat of repairs and upkeep until no longer required.

On 20 Jul)r, BUDOCKS 1nromed C(MEIGHT that a project ha.d been submitted to SECNAV

- for $200 000 to const.ruct the sta.tion which included funds for the construction or
new buildings on the site rether than utilize thc old Nava.l Radio Station buildings

or. the Port Isabel school building. The Orricer in Charge of Construct.ion for the

projcct was t.o be CAPT Fritz C. Nyland, CEC, USN, the COMEIGHT Publ.ic Horlu Officer. >
In a 3 August progress report, OP-20GX reported to 0P-2OG that the Port Inbel

p'ro_ject' hed been submitted to SECNAV on.22 July and approvael was expected before 15

' Auguﬁﬁ. A1l equipment had been ordered but no_perso_nnel would be cordered until

actua.l construction had. begun. _ D kG s o A

on 6 August BUDCCKS informcd CCMEIGHT that the Port Isabel project had been

approved by thc Secreta.ry of thc Navy on 27 July 1943, and instructed tbe Officer

in Charge of Construction to commence vor?: on the station. Apparently difficulties

were encountered in letting the contract since a.26 October message reported that
BUDOCKS had re jected all of the bids and the bidders werc belng invited to resubmit

new proposals based on the cmission of all collateral equipment. Oo 13 November, an

- informal note to LCDR Johno S. Cross (0P-20GX) stated that BUDOCKS had awarded the

contracts for Port Isabel and construction was to begln immediately. The contractor

0NNk
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" The prospective Officer in Charge was reported in other correspondence to be Chief

was the Knutson Construction Company of Houston, Texas, with a bid ofl$lh5,000. At
the time, rain covered the aite area and work was delayed considerably for-thia reason.
Work on the barracks site, which wos considerably higherJ was started firat Prelim-

1nary work on the DF site and site drainage ntarted gbout lS'December and footers .

" for. the DF building were poured about 10 Jenuery l9hh

In a 19 Jenuary 19hk letter from the Industrial Hannger (IHDMAN) BND to CCHEIGHT,

'f'armed guards were, requested for the Port Isabel site because the Supply Officer for

‘Radio vas ahipping three freight carloads of confidential radio equipnent to the site
- to arrive on 2& Jnnunry Conltruction was epproximately 20% complete and for the '
;;.remainder of the construction period guards would he reqnired for the confidential

:radio equipment stored and being 1nntalled. It vas estimuted that a guard rorce of

':ten men including a petty ofricer in charge would be ldeqpete. “On 22 January, CCHEIGHT

reqneated BUPERS send pert of the atetion 8 reguler complent of pcraonnel as soon 88

'pos:ible aince pereonnel were not evnilable rrom CCNEIGHT for the required guurd force.

Theue personnel could report to the prospective Officer in Charge who ‘was to report

."on or ebout 1 February. In addition to rulfilling the requirem-nt for a guerd force, -
it was believed that being on board during the conetrucuion of the station would

benefit those who would eventuelly be working with the equipment being instelled.

)
A
Radio Electricien HuLean. )

o On 2& Jnnuary, CNO (OP EOGX) requested CCMEIGHT forward & recommended complement

- of General Service personnel to BUPERS ior the Port Iaabel station based on an

anticipated complement of 36 Radiowen. On 29 January, INDMAN GND responded to CNO
via COMEIGHT with a recommended General Service complement for the Port Isabel

station as fallows:

Pharmacist's Mate, first class 1

Ship's Cook, first class (preferrsd) o

Mess Cooks 2 .
Cook Striker 1 IS
Storekeeper ]EL ’

Storekeeper Striker
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Mess Attendant - _ 1

~ Yeoman, first class (preferred) 1
Boatswain's Mate, first class (preferred) 1

- Motor Machinist's Mate, first class (preferred) 1

Carpenter's Mate 1
Shipfitter ' 2o -}
_Scamen g ' 6. v

‘It vas enticipated that'the OP;QOG operations complement would eventunily total two

T officers and nbout LO enlisted personnel OP;2OG recommcnded a Genernl Service

eomplement or one PhHl ~one SCl, one SC3, one MaMl, one Ce:penter s Mate or
Ship ?itter rirst clnss, end four seemen. A Yeomnn would be provided hy 0P-2OG

In addition, CCHEIGHT would be reqnested to arrenge for a civilian or Mnrine Lorpa

- guﬂrd force tor the station. .: 7 f .:l' - { ,f a5 :f

0P-2OGX s 2902312 JAN hh informed.CCMEIGET that orders trannrerring Chief Bedio

' “-Electrician (an) C.. W. McLenn to CCMEIGHT nbout 10 February ror duty as officer inA..

: Chnrge, Navel Supplementary Rndio Station, Port Isabel, had been reqnented nnd orders

oa nino Radiomen (Specials) to CGMEIGHT vould be requeated about 15 February. Dn h

February, ordera were reqpested for the transfer of four men rrom the Neval Radio

Station, i and five ‘men fron the Nnvnl nadio Station, Dupont, " e

'South Cnrolinn, on or obout 15 February for duty at the Havel Supplementnry Badio

”Btation, Port Isnbel Texas.

’

~ On 9 Februnry, Mr. W. C. Meilnnder, the engineer xuperviaing in:tellntion of the

HFDF equipment, reported to LTJG EH. F. Kane that construction or stntion fecilitiea

" vas about 65% complete. The DF building Was- practicnlly conplete with occupancy by

the Navy projected for 1k Februery with the exception of a stand-by generator vhich

vould be installed later. A guard force was being provided by Coast Guard personnel

- from Brownsville until the arrival of the rirat Nnvy personnel

In an ll Februnry telephon= conversation between CRE McLleeon, then at CQMEIGHT
enroute to Port Isabel, and LCDR Crocs (OP-200X), CRE McLean reported that work cn
the station was ahead of schedule with 19 March as the projected date of commiﬂnioning

Howvever, work on 26 miles of telephone lines for lendline communicetions had not begun

L, Nnnn7
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and the telephone compeny would not start construction until specifically authorized

by OPNAV.
On 16 February, Mr. Meilender rcportéd station facilities 80% compléte:vith s

fevw finishing touches needed on the DF huilding; Work on the antenna-urrays WoE

'prog:essing On 18 February, COUMEIGHT officially stated that it vas estimated that
"tha Naval Supplementary Radio Stntion, Port Isabcl Tcxas, vould be ready for
commisaioning onvor about 15 Hnrch 19hh. On 18 February, BUPERS informed INH%AN‘

. 8ND that thc cugplement proposcd by OP-20G in thc endoraemcnt of INDMAN BND ]

requeuted complcmcnt of General Servicc personncl had bccn anproved. A Shipritter ‘
(SFl) had becn approved vice 2 Carpcntcr 5 Mete.

In 2 19 Februury 1ctter frcm ADNC (OP-2CG) to thc Commanding Officer, Naval

Radio Activitics, Bainbridge Island Haahington, it wvas stated that Port Isabcl would
iinitially 0pcratc with both thc East Coast and West Coast HFDF Nets with communications
.vith thc East Coast Net via landline ard with the West Coast Net via radio. Of the

™ .Ainitial nine Radiomen transferred to the atation, four were Knna-traincd cperators.

It vos rcquented that the n-ccsnary Hcst Coast HFDF Net opcrating instructions be

forwnrdcd to Port’ Ilnbcl baacd on a complement of 36 Radicmen, a Model DAJ EFDF

* equipment, ten receivers ead associated eqpipmcnt,;althcugh these resources VOuld-

have to bé divided in a mﬁngcf yet to be determined between the two HFDF nets. )

On 23 Februgry; Mr. Hcilandnr reported station facilities about 85% complete vith
the DF building complete eiccpt for-fhc inétallation of soxze piumbing end electrical
fixtures. The nide Rudiomcn had'grrived_nndéwerc serving as guerds and assistiog in
equipment inatﬁlla{ion.

Oa 26 February, COMEIGHT submitted snother reccmmended ccmplement consisting of
20 personnel of various General Service rates and ratings similar to that submitted
on 29 January. CRE McLecan reported the correct mailing address for the stuﬁion vas
the U. 8. Naval Supplementary Radio Station, Port Isabel, Texas.

On 2Q Fehruarv., CHNO (OP-20C) forvarded & letter on the rdministration of thef 0(3”




station to COMEIGHT. It stated that the station waz established for Communication
Intclligencc pQIPOSes as a strateglic direction findcr station and would operate
directly undcr the Chief of Naval Opcrutious for all matters pertaining to Communi-

cntioa Intelligence. The initial ccmplemen* of operating pcrsonnel would be one

" officer #nd 36.Ra&icmcn. Thiu camplcmcnt, plus one Yeoman, would be furnished by -

CHO and thc personnel vould be under the coutrol of CNO. No transfers of operating

pcrsongcl to or from thc station would be made .without thc authority of the Chief of

" - Naval Opcrutions.- A1l récommcndations for ﬁromotioﬁ of such pcrsonnel vere to be

‘rorwarded to BUPERS via CNO (OP-QOG) Exc:nt as prtviously 1nd1cated all mntters

_connccted vith the adzinistration and" maintcnlnce of tha station were to be hnndled
%) by CCHEIGET who would Bgsume Jurisdication over eall routinc matters concerning non-

. radio pcraonncl, supply or material rcgistcred publicatious, Ete.

On 29 February, the Officer in Charge of the station vas informed that the

_ltation dcsignator "AZ" and the radio call "NwJ" had been assigned to the station.

On 3 March, temporary Opcrating instructions for pa:ticipation in the Atlantic

EFDF Ncw were forwa.rdcd to Port Isabel The instructions vere termed tcmpora.ry since e

' the tracking 1nstructions for the Atlantic HFDF Net vere in the process of reviaion.

On 4 March, CRE Mchau rcportcd to ADhC (OP-20G) that both the barracks and HFDF
opcrétions'building.wcre 98% complete vith occupancy expcctcd by 15 Harch; . Corres-
J

pondcnce regarding the size of .the Gcncral Service" conplcment wvas continuing nndFit was

rearcd that this vould delsy operatious at tbc station if no Gcncral Bervice pernonn:l

' were order:d in until it wes resol\cd sincc thcrc wcrc no facilitics available in thc

town of Port Isabcl for housing and subsisting the neccasary number of men required to
commence opcrations at the station At the tinc, one RMC and three RM3 of the OP-20G
complement had reported for duty and orders hed been feccivcd on & YN1 but no word
hed been received oﬁ any other personnel. This is céntrar} to Mr. Mgiland:r's 23
February report stating that nine Radiomen were on board. CRE McLean reported that

security for the station wvas a problem due to lack of guard persoancl. Efforts to

o - 000
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personnel were on board. The manager of the Sbuihyest'BelL Telephone Company had

" ey < o
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personnel in Port Isabel and the remoteness of the station from othcr towns 23 well
es thc lack of transpértation fatilitics It wvas felt that three guard posts should

be maintxincd at the statiou, one at thc cntrnncc gate at the barracks and povcr

_ housc, one at the cntrancc gatc to thc 0pzrntions building and DAJ antenna arrays

lnd one a8 a roving patrol outnidz the operntiona building perimcter und 1n thc

viclnity of thc DAE array. - CRE McLean rcported that the- main barrnckx was 1ocnted

" one aﬁd'onc-halfiﬁiles'rrou thc DF operations bu;lding vhich, 1tle1f, was located'

’ (bbutilOOO reef sduth-of a highuay. Thc'DAH array was located about-lﬁdo feet aoufh ,

or the operationn building-and 1200 feet north of & railroed. « In view of thc location

';;or the operations building and antcnnn nrrays and thc relativc proxinity of ‘the sitc

to both thc Gulf of Mexico and thc Mcxican bordcr, it vas felt th&t guarda were

._rcquircd. In thc area of 0pcrations, it was’ expected that the DAJ EFDF installstion

" would be completed sbout 20 March and the station would be ready to Joih the HFDF neﬁ

provided the landline circuits were installed, operating instructions received, and’

_atﬁtca that_thc iandlinei_pould be instelled within thrée days once construction e
réuthorization was reacelved. " The DAH MFDF ilnstallation was projected fbr coapletion

about 1 April. ; £ . .

In OPﬁ2OG'B letter of 19 February 19§h,'thc Commanding Officer, Naval Radiom

'Activiticﬁ,-Bainbridge Island, Weshington, had been informed of the intent to employ

Port Isabel in both the East and West Coast HFDF nets. -In his letter of 14 Merch,

. thc Commanding Officer, Naval Redio Activities, Bainbridgc Island, staﬁcd that the

neccanary operating in-tructions vere being forwardcd to Port Isabel but it was con-
‘sidered that there were scvcral f&ctorS'vhich did pot make the addition of Port Iszbel
10 the West Coast Net wholly desirable. Cozmdnicatiod with Port Isabel would require
the construction-of another entenca at Bailnbridge Island and dedication of enother

trensmitter which would also require additional pcraonncl, all of which wvere not O[JI

43wl T sedasy ~F +h_n%_1hc_nnnnihilitv of radio interference with the Gulr



Coast ﬁcn, and the 1np=ndingAcurtnilmcnt of Wenﬂ toaut HFDF activitins, it was
requested that tbe cmployment of the Port Isabel station in the West Coast HFDF
Net be 'rtconslidcrcd. On 27 March, @NC (op-20G) 1nf§r‘==d ti_ie éommanding orficer,
Naval Radio Activities,Bainbridge Island, that Port Isabel would not participate

. 1n the West Coast EFDF Net. el

bn 22 March 1944, CRE C. W. McLean requested £hé nazes and titles of thosc.

: officera who, would be nttcnding the ccumissioning cerenony of thc U. S. Naval
Supplemcntary R&dio Station, Port Isabel, Tcxas, schedulcd for 3 April l9hh ‘He
was subacqncntly informcd that CDR Frcd.Cntel District Communication Officer, 8ND,

and LCDR R. H. Dausman, Dintrict Rndio Material Officcr, BND, vould attend.’

. 0n'6 April CRE C._H. McLean, Officer in Charge, reportcd that tbe station had

be orficially conmissioned at 1000 CHT, 3 April 19hh by CDR Fred ‘Catel, USNR

rcpreuenting the Ccmmandant BIGHTH Naval Dintrict. The stntion had been commiasioncd
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for the purpoae of csbablishing a mess ror subeistnnce-lnd furnishing qnhrteru for

h

personnel ‘ordered to the station. The stntion was not couplcted as work on operational

tha'¥

LA LS

-fncilities and equipment installation was continuing Construction was bcing delaycd"
due to alippage 1n eqnipmcnt and mnterinl deliverics and adverse weather. In addition,
1only nine Radiomen had reported for duty.

CRE McLean subsequently reported the coordinates for the principal operational

i ; : )

b ~installations: ‘ - A< e A
= Model DAJ HFDF: DAL - Array #1 (1.5:3 mMz) 26° 05' 2L 75"N 97" 18' 38.90"W -
g : - DAM - Array ﬁz %3-7,15 mHz) 26 05' 2L 75"N 97 18' 29.50"W
£ DAN - Arrey #3 (7.5-15 mHz) 26°.05' 21.80"N 97° 18' 32.00"W
L] DAO - Array #4 (15-30 mHz) 26" 05' 21.80"N 97* 18' 35.LO"W
; . Model DAH MFDF L 26° 05' 12.L4O"N 97" 18' 34.20"W
Opérations Building A 3 26> 05' 24.00"N 9T 18' 3h.20"W

On 5 May, NAVSUPFRADSTA Port Isabel rcpoftcd its General Service complement had

been established at 20 personnel brokeu down as follows:

BM2 1 Sl/c &4 82/c 4 M2 1 SF2 1 MaMl 1
Fl/c 1 YNL 1 SK? 1 PmML 1 SCL 1 sc2 s | 0011
e BC1 -1 St™Ml 1 ; -
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Apparcntly'u detailed ﬂrcakd&kn of the Oé-EOG Radicmen (Special) complement was not
u.:vailable to the station other than that a totni of epproximately 36 Radiocmen would
be essigned plus one chxnah.. In a.ddi.tion to the EO—ﬁan General Scrvicc complcmtnt,
an 1ncreasc of twelvc secmen for guard duty hed bceu requested. Thc hiring of 1k
civilian guards had bccn approved but suitable civilians in Bufficient numbers to
maintain a proper Becurity guard were not available fpr hire in the area.

‘In NAVSUPPRADSTA Port Isabel's OGL500Z MAY kb : e “seation reported to _oé-éoc
that the station"'vouid join‘ the East Coast HFDF Net at oéﬁocrz. In the monthly

rcport for May lghh NAVSUPPRADSTA Port Isabel's entry for 6 May reported the

; camnencement or operationn in the North Atlantic HFDF Net with tip-offs nnd bearinga

e hnndlcd via. radio circuits aincc the laudlines vere not yet installed. By the end

of the day, no tip—of;a had bcen rcceived and no bearings reported. . The mouthly
report nlao Btated that the Model DAH-& MFDF‘insQallation had been ccmpleted on
20_M;y but calibration ;és'dclayed pending coﬁpletion of arrangemeﬁti to utilize a
bJ_.imp to make the ‘calibration runs. In addition to the two DF equipments, the station
also had six Model RAS-5, tvo Model RBA-2 and one Model RBK-1 receivers, a Model PD-L~

recorder, a Model TBX-15 trapsﬁittcr, a Diescl and a gasbline generator, as well as -

" miscellaneous electfbnic test equipment, office equipment, end vehicles for trans-

’

" portation and for haﬁling fresh water from Port Isabel to the site. Although 1t

. . . .
_was reported that the DAH installation had been completed onrgo May, the requirémcnt
-to make-a subsequent modificatfon delayed actual completlion until 20 June. Calibratio

of the DAY equipment wes accomplished on 7 and 8 July using blimp K-bb attached to

Detachzent ONE, Blimp Squadron TWENTY -TWO.

On - Scptcmber 1944, the Comz&nd&nt EIGHTH Naval District instructed addresaces,

1nclud1ng NAVSUPPRADSTA Port Iaabcl to submit a preliminery report to determine those

reductions which could be made subsequent to cessation of hostilities with Germany
80 that plans for such reductions could be made. The station had been directed earlie

to submit & plan to OP-20G for decommiscioning the station if and when it was decided
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callchfor the releese ;f all but six enlisted personnel for immediate transfer..
The DAJ end Dkﬁ cquipmcntn wﬁuld be dismantled and packed for shipment. It was
eatimntcd_thst the station could be deco;missioned and equipment shipﬁcd within
30 days or receipt of orders. Enclosurcs io the rcport detailed the préposcd
dilpOlition of 1ndividunl items of opcrational and support equipmcnt |
. In early Scptcmber, a LCDR Reynolds and othcr Coaat Guard officcra visited the
station and 1nd1cated an interest in the Coant Guard rctaining the station if the.
" Navy should 1o long:r require it. On 21 September, the_Ccmmandant, U. 8. Coast
. Guard, forverded e letter to the Chief ‘of Naval Operations sta#ing that, in -
accordance witﬁ‘éﬁb'a ;Qtte} of 8 Junc'19hh,Aa préliéinar¥ aur;gy of ragilities
,had'beea'cohducte& 1Q'thé SEVENTH end EIGH&HANavﬁl-Districts'dgd-thc c°ﬁst Guard
:“was prepured to und:rtake the e5tablishmcnt of an HFDF nctwork in the Gulf srea. .\
-' Tho sites aelected for Coast Guard HFDF stations were NAYSUPPRADSTA Jupiter, Florida,
RAS Kéy Wcst, Florida; MAS Hou:e, Louisana, a site to be selected in thc vicinity of

Houston, Texas; 2nd NAVSUPFRADSTA Port Isabel, Texas.

. On 3 October, OP-20G forvarded a form listing Port Isabel's CNO complement a8 ==

follows: T i : e o 3 ‘ S S
RMC Wi 8 2
. RM1 5 -
RM2 5
RM3 3 s s
INC 1 b
Total 75 ,

On 16 Novemﬁcr, the gliouénéc,wds corrected to rcflcéﬁ seven (7) RMC vice eleven (11)
for & total of 2l_billctn. .

Cn éb‘ October, CNO (OP-20G) officially 1nfor=<;-d the Commandsnt, U. S. Coast Guerd
of the pfopoacd disposition of Atlantic-nupplemcﬁtary HFDF stations upon cessation of
hosfilitienlin th& Atlantic Theater. NAVSGPPRADSTA Port Isabel wag onc.of thoee
scheduled for releast to the Coast Guard, 1f desired. _

On 30 October, OP-20G informed OP-20Z that both NAVSUPPRADSTA Jupiter sad

NAYSUPPRADSTA Port Isabel could immediately participate in the HFDF petworks propesed.




be the primary mission of the station.

vl i el - |

in the Ccmmandant, U. 8. Coast Guard's letter of 21 September orn a basis similar to
that used in existing MFDF Joint opcratibns serving alr-sea rescue.
On 17 November, the Commandant, U. S. Coast Cuard restated the Coast Guard's

desire to assume control of several Supplementary Radio Stations et such time as

ehemy activity would pcrmit.: In the 1ntcrim, it was requested that the Coast Guard

be nuthorized to utilizc certain existing facilitics and provide additionnl facilities
at ccrtain Supplementary Radio Stations. For Port Isabel, it ves rcqucltcd that’ the

station tnka bearings when rcqpestcd by the Coust Cuard. In adaition, 1t was requested

- that th: Cosst Guard be authorizcd to construct & USCG EFDF control rocm in the. Havy

transmitter rocm vith 2 nupporting reCelving antenna systenm and that the Orficcr in
Chnrge, KANSUPPRADSTA Port Iaabcl providc quarters aud messing facilities for a
maxinum of tvnlvc Coast Guard cnlistcd personnel. On 20 November, ADNC (op 2OG)

rorwnrdcd a lettcr to NAVSUPPRADSTA Port Iaabel on the subjcct of the participation

" of Haval Supplem:ntary Stations in Const Guard.Air—Sca Rescue Dir:ction Finder Neta.-
. The letter stated that the Navy vould continue to operate the EFDF equipmcnt until

éessution of hoati;iiies at which timc}hir it was so desired, the station would be

turned over to the Céast Guard. " In the interim, the Navy would provide logistical-

" support for the'Coast Guard monifnring pcrsonnél and equipment and the statior would

respond to Coa§£ Guard alérts; however,'"supp}émcntary" operations would continue to

o _ y o . - P
On 26 November 194k, LTJG Stephen W. Harris, USNR, reported on board NAVSUPPRADSTA

Port Isabel to assume the dutiesaﬁs'Of%iccr in Cﬁnrge on an interim basis pending

e axyival of Nalls Hiecticlan PR R. Donaldson, USK. LTJG Harris relieved LTJG

Colin W. McLean, USH,'dn 4 December and LTJG McLean departed the etation enroute to

his pew assignment as Officer in Charge, NAVSUPPRADSTA, Bahia, Brazil. |

On 1 December, the station repcrted three RMC, three RM1l, three RM2, seven RM3

*and one YNL on board and charged agalust the CNO (OP-20G) complement of 21 billets.

On 11 December, an internal OP-20C memorandum requested that the teletype ctﬁjjfa
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connecting net control with NAVSUPPRADSTA Port Isabel be disestablished since

activity in the Atlentic area had decreased to such a level that all traffic concern-

153 the Port-Isabcl station could be handled on the existing radio circuit.
Although 1t was plaaned to offer NAVSUPPRADSTA Port Isabel to the Gosst Guerd

vhen the war had iodﬁd'down nufficicnﬁly in the Aflnnfic, no firm Aate had bccn.'

cstablishcd until CNO's EBlhOTZ DEC L4 to CONEIGHT vas r:ccivcd ltating tbat it was

plnuncd to tranﬁfer NAVSUPPRADSTA Port Isabel to the Coast Guard on or about 1 Feb-

_~ruary 19h5 Alsd on 23 Deccmbcr, RE Paul R. Donaldaon, USN, assumed the duties of

- officer in Chlrgc from LTJG S. W. Harris, USHH'

* CNO (0P-2OG) 5 lcttcr of 9 January 19h5 to the Comnandant B B Coast Guard

;reconiirmed B 2 February as the turn -over date for NAVSUPPRADSTA Port Isabel All =

) Naval peraonnel were - to be transfcrrcd by that datc with the exception of one Cnief

thiunan vho vould remain about 30 dayn to instruct Coest Guard p:rsounel 1n the -

operation and maintenance of the Model DAJ HFDF cquipmcnt. All fixed eqpipmen£

including logistic equipzent, and npccificd clcctronic eqpipment would be turncd over

to the Coast Guard with the statipn. -

~On 31'J£ngiry, Port Isebel was directed to secure all German Naval operations

_at 312#002 Nnvigatlonal aid to aircraft would be continued without break and vould

' be takcn over by the Coast Guard. The Coast Guard was to be given the necessary

operational documents and working aids. San Juan, net control for the Cnribbcu&

HFDF Hct, was to continue operational control of the statl on for navigational
assistance until further notice. . . .
HAVSUPPRADSTA Port Isabel's 0117002 FEB hS rcportcd that thc station had beecn

irnnafcrrcd to the Coast Gusrd at 01120(Z. Cozmand of the station was accepted by

'CRE B. M. Campbell, USCG:

Based on all available data, it appears that the mission of NAVSUPPRADSTA Port
Isabel was solely radio direction finding. Appendix A contains statistics on the

station's performance for the period August through November 1944.

_0U15
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Appendix B contains a cdpj of the statlon layout and coples of station photographs.
Appendix C contains a listing of personnel assigned against the station's CNO =
(0P-20G) allowance lnsofar as it could be reconstructed from available records since

“the pérnonnel sections of the station's monthly reports are not available. This also

“accounts for thc total lack of information on the beraonﬁel assigned‘dgainst‘the

'utatioh'g General Service allowance.:
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; ' SUMMARY OF BEARINGS AND PERCENTAGES FOR STATION
; M'AZ" FOR PERIOD FROM 1 AUGUST THRU 30 NOVEMBER 1944
j ‘ : - oo - :
' _ - _AUGUST  SEPTEMBER  OCTOBER  NOVEMBER
i © Total cases L _ ) ) ‘ i _
put up by net . 214 210" - 166 won . 338
3 "Cales in which
a net obtained - : wE =0 s L, 8 ! e
3 no bearings - PR : 35 47 41
ug Tbtal bearings - | : AR P, - 42 ‘
" -7 Station MAZ" PG 49 ¢ A 10 . T-12
i : : : 2oy Sahet B - o
» '\ 8
} Total cases - _
3 - _put up on SNy e W S i AT g e £ '
§:§ et " T e R PR RE  EERRE Y B e
g; “Total bnés P
N ‘tained by "Az" - - : 3 » bl g :
Fg ~ on column 2 ° ons o5 o WL S I N
5 Percentage of .
}E total bngs by
;3 ¢, T Station TAZY. ; . ! =5 A : -
3  on all cases " 5.8 12.3% 6% . 9%
= . ; ; ; . e . . :
?é - Percentage of . ) P -
¥ - total bngs by .. = - _ P . L S
3 5 "AZ" on all = » ) ’ . - ]
-2. cases where bngs . : .o ; i
2 obtained by net ¥322 ~. + 15.5%° 8.3%" © 12.5% ;
& : Percentage of i
4 bngs by "AZ" . . o L \
§ on column 2 None - 5% 1.8%7 6.6%
a » ' ~ .

NOTE: During the past two months the increase of activity on columm 2
(Series local) has brought about the use of much lower fre-
~quencies, Due to the difference in time of this area and the
Series local area, these frequencies are seldom heard at this
station with signal strength sufficlent to obtain bearings.
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NAME

ADAMS, Charles Edward

ARRELL, Bernard John

BICKETT, Gerald Edward

BOWERS, Howard Emerson
BRUBAKER, Roy Elmer
CLARK, Irvin Dale

COCHRAN, James Wilson

DONALDSON, Paul R.

DURBIN faul Henry
FAGAN Warren Joseph
CAUDET, Alfred T.
GEBHARD, Pr;nklh1}m1

G0SS, TIrving Winston

HARKNESS, Robert Lawrence

HARRIS, Stephen W,

LENNON, James Kane

PERSONNEL ROSTER

SVC SVC/FILE NR REPORTED TRANSFER

REMARKS . Ve

RANK/RATE  DOR

RM3 USNT
RM3 USNR
RM2 USNR
RM3 USNR
RM3 " USNR
RM3 USNR
RM2 1 Aug 44

RM2 USNR
RE o USN

I

RM3 - USNR
RM2 USNR
RM3 USN
RM3 USNR
RMC USNR
RM3 USNR
LTJG " USNR
RMC USHR

!

863-47-50

638-98-50
648-42-05

622-67-58

377-17-15
721-83-03
626-19-18

356448

875-38-44
204-61-50

204-55-84

655-74-87 -

400-55-21

285-08-68

179498

402-76-49

20

20

20

20 Peb 44 15 Aug 44%

Jul 44

Feb

23 Dec

Feb

20 Feb

Feb

20 Feb

26 Nov

1l Feb @5* :

1 Feb 45*‘

i.Feb 4 5%

25 Sep 44

1 Feb 45%*

1 Feb 45%

44

4ty

44

44

44

1 Feb 45%

.1 Feb 45*

1 bcc Lk

1 Oct 4b*

15, Aug 44

25 Sep 44

23_Dec 44

1 Feb 45%

“ Arr fm Dupont, xfr to FRUPAC

" Arr fm - ¥

- DG FFT y

Arr fm Dupont, xfr to Cheltenham '

—

Arr fm Poyner's Hill, xfr to
FRUPAC

Arr fm Poyner's Hill, xfr to .
Washington, DC FFT

ATy fm‘Dupoﬁt, xfr to Washington
DC ¥FT .

; : 'ﬁ
Arr fm San Juan, xfr to Hashinéglt
DC FFT _ - |
Arr fm Dupont, xfr to Washington
DC FFT

Arr fm Recife, xfr to Chatham,

Arr fm Cheltenham, xfr to
Washington DC FFT

Arr fm Poyner's Hill, xfr to
Recife *

xir ko
Recife

Afr fra Dupant, xfr to
Cheltenham
Arr &

Arr fm ﬁupont, xfr to Washington

Arr fm Washington DC ; t

Arr fm ;, xfr to

Washington DC FFT

ik

r"-\( “:’ {
%, i



PERSONNEL ROSTER . ' , P

g — =
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NAME RANK/RATE DOR SVC SVC/FILE NR REPORTED TRANSFER REMARKS v

*NOTE: approximate date

MATTOR, William Lawrence, RM3 - USNR 710-61-78 1 Peb 45 Arr fm Cheltenham, xfr to FRUPAC ' F
J!'. L ' L . . =
MCGOVERN, Henry Thomas RM3 . - . USNR 809-16-63 e 1 Peb 45% Arr fm Cheltenham, xfr to PRUPAC E o3
MCGUIRE, Arthur R, - RM3 i , USNR 203-89-61 20 Feb 44 1 Oct 44% Arr fm xft to ’\Ekf
: ; . : Recife ; bad
r
¥ ¥ ok s )
MCLEAN Colin W, CRE ' USN 196993 Feb 44 4 Dec 44 - 'Xfr to Bahia Lo
LTJG Jun 44%* _ : . . . i
; . . {
MOFFETT, John K. RM3 . USNR 707-95-49 20 Feb 44 1 Oct 44%  Arr fm. ., xfr to E
' Recife 7 |
MORSE, Frank (n) RM3 . USN 204-55-81 20 Feb 44 1 Oct 44*  Arr fm. __ xfr to-
' it o [l ' . Recife
PATTERSON. Kenneth Clarence RMC USNR 406-83-27 Sep 44 1 Feb 45* Arr fm San Juan, xfr to Washington i
' k ‘ . DC PPT
; ' = [ o Ry ‘ : " ; . . _
PIERRINGER, Loschel (n) RM3 " USN 306-27-85 : 1 Feb 45% ArY¥ fm Cheltenham, xfr to i
] g 2 e et . Washington DC FTT i
PLANKERS, Henry J. YNL R . USNR et At Il Feb 45% Xfr:ﬁo FRUPAC,;Changed-rate to _! :
: ! .+ SP(Q)INL . i
s ) .- ..‘ i l gt v 1 ' H
RICE, Roberct F. RM2 . : : USNR 606-29-76 « % Feb 4 5% Arr fm Dupong, xfr to Washington {[
‘ DC FPT i
SIMMONS, Phiil;p (n) RM2 ' USNR 611-76-62 « 1 1 Feb 45% Arr fm Poyner{h H{ll, xfr to ég; L i
’ ‘ v ; Washington DC FFT }/ﬁ\l
STUART, Robert Temple  RM2 N USNR 705-35-28 Sep 44 1 Feb 45%  Arr fm San Juan, xfr to washington
. R 1 . v iy . ) R : DC -FFT ' e " . rt'-’
, . _ , A E : o = . {
WYNN, John H, ©RM3 ~© USNR 616-12-26 . -1 Peb 45%  Arr fm Dupond, xfr to FRUPAC ri i
D I
]
}
|

I€0
Y



