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Travis AFB, Calif. | 60th Air Mobility Wing

Tailwind The Tailwind is published by the Daily Republic, Fair-
field, California, a private firm in no way connected with 
the U.S. Air Force.

While most of the editorial content of the Tailwind is pre-
pared by the 60th Air Mobility Wing Public Affairs office 
for its Web-based product, the content for the Tailwind is 
edited and prepared for print by the Daily Republic staff.
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For information on paid advertising and on base circula-
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Services will make call on religious 
exemptions to COVID-19 vaccines

C. TODD LOPEZ
DOD NEWS

In a memorandum released this week, 
the secretary of defense explained how he 
will ensure the continued health and safe-
ty of the U.S military through the use of 
the available COVID-19 vaccines.

“I will seek the president’s approv-
al to make the vaccines mandatory no 
later than mid-September, or imme-
diately upon the U.S. Food and Drug 

Administration licensure, whichever 
comes first,” said Secretary of Defense 
Lloyd J. Austin III.

Right now, there are three COVID-19 
vaccines available. All are being used 
across the United States under “emergen-
cy use authorization,” or EUA, from the 
Food and Drug Administration.

Those vaccines include the ones from 
Pfizer and Moderna, both of which re- 

quire two injections. The Johnson & John-
son vaccine requires only a single shot.

If any of the three vaccines receive full 
licensure by the FDA before mid-Septem-
ber, Austin said, they will become man-
datory immediately. If they do not receive 
the licensure by mid-September, however, 
the secretary will request a waiver from 
the president to make them mandatory.

For service members who have reli-
gious objections to receiving a vaccine, 

See VACCINES Page 18

U.S. Air Force Senior Airman 
Ashton Gilbert, a 673d 
Healthcare Operations 
Squadron medical technician, 
administers the first of a two-
dose series of a COVID-19 
vaccine to U.S. Air Force Lt. 
Gen. David Krumm, the Alaskan 
North American Aerospace 
Defense Command Region, 
Alaskan Command and Eleventh 
Air Force commander, at Joint 
Base Elmendorf-Richardson, 
Alaska, Jan. 4, 2021. Upon 
receiving the initial shipment 
of the vaccine, JBER began 
inoculating personnel following 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention’s prioritization 
guidelines. The vaccines are 
part of Operation Warp Speed, a 
national initiative to accelerate 
the development, production 
and distribution of safe and 
effective COVID-19 vaccines, 
therapeutics and diagnostics.

Photo By Airman 1st Class Samuel Colvin

Base Exchange  
offers exclusive 
brands, savings for 
Travis shoppers

Defense Commissary Agency

TRAVIS AIR FORCE 
BASE — Shoppers save with 
tax-free purchases at Army & 
Air Force Exchange Service 
stores – and Exchange-exclu-
sive brands offer even great-
er savings every day on cloth-
ing, health and beauty items, 
household supplies, kitchen-
ware, home décor, snacks and 
more.

“ E x c h a n g e - e x c lu s i v e 
brands deliver the high qual-
ity shoppers are looking for,” 
Travis Exchange General 
Manager Phonda Bishop said 
in a press release. “Travis Air 
Force Base families on a bud-
get will find what they need at 
a price they can afford.”

Women’s and men’s Ex-
change clothing includes 
brands such as JW, Passports 
and PBX Pro. For the chil-
dren, military parents can 
find brands like Gumballs, 
Buzz Cuts and PonyTails.

The whole family can save 
up to 65% on apparel by look-
ing for Exchange labels com-
pared to name-brand equiva-
lents, according to the press 
release.

Other Exchange catego-
ries also offer savings beyond 
clothing as Travis Air Force 
Base shoppers save 20% to 

See Biden-Vaccines Mandate, PAGE 7

Department of Defense/travis

See SAVINGS Page 8
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Name: 
A1C Eric Everett
Unit:
60 FSS – Food Service
Duty title:
3F151/Food Service Journeyman
Hometown: 
Glouster, OH

Time in service: 
2 years
Family:
Shelly (Mother), Teresia (Mother)
What are your goals?
Funeral Director
What are your hobbies?
Vintage VWs

What is your greatest  
achievement?
Owning an old school bus and 
turn it in to a tiny home on wheels
Factoids: Old soul in a young 
body

U.S. Air Force photo
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Travis AFB holds end of summer 
event, encourages togetherness

Staff Sgt. Christian Conrad
60TH AIR MOBILITY WING PUBLIC AFFAIRS

TRAVIS AIR FORCE BASE, 
Calif. – As summer comes to a 
close and families prepare for 
the new school year, Travis Air 
Force Base, California, held an 

end of summer event Aug. 6, to 
cultivate togetherness among 
the base’s Airmen.

The event was steeped in 
team-building and camara-
derie through team sports, 
a car show and kid-friend-
ly activities like face-painting 

and movie-watching inside the 
base’s Delta Breeze Club, en-
couraging Airmen to take a step 
back from their normal duties.

The focus was creating 
connections between differ-
ent squadrons and agencies 
on base that have historically 

operated less as interwoven 
threads within the larger tapes-
try of the Air Force and more as 
independent enterprises, said 
Master Sgt. Katelina Tiumalu, 
60th Force Support Squadron 
food service superintendent 

U.S Air Force photo by Nicholas Pilch

U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Ryan Griffis, 22nd Airlift Squadron C-5 flight engineer, hits a ball during a softball game at Travis Air Force Base, California, 
Aug. 6, 2021. The game was a part of a larger event, which included activities such as team sports and static displays, aimed to bring the broader 
Travis AFB community together. 

See EVENT Page 16

Travis Exchange 
extends layaway to 
include back-to-
school electronics

Defense Commissary Agency

TRAVIS AIR FORCE 
BASE — The Army & Air 
Force Exchange Service is 
showing Air Force families 
that it matters where they 
shop, allowing more time 
to pay for electronics dur-
ing back-to-school season.

Shoppers at the Travis 
Air Force Base Exchange 
can use layaway now 
through Sept. 2 to hold tax-
free purchases of comput-
ers, notebooks, tablets and 
iPads – items that are not 
typically eligible for the 
program.

“Technology is evolv-
ing quickly and having the 
right tablet or computer 
can be critical to academ-
ic achievement,” Travis 
Air Force Bsae Exchange 
General Manager Phonda 
Bishop said in a press re-
lease. “The Exchange’s 
layaway program is an af-
fordable, practical way for 
students to stay on top of 
their studies.”

A $3 service fee and 
a deposit of 15% are re-
quired to hold items on lay-
away. Items must be picked 
up by Sept. 2. Shoppers can 
visit customer service at 
the Travis Exchange for 
details.



Senior Airman David D. McLoney
6TH AIR REFUELING WING PUBLIC AFFAIRS

MACDILL AIR FORCE 
BASE, Fla — The 50th Air Re-
fueling Squadron ‘Red Devils’ 
have been recognized as the 
2020 Senior Master Sgt. Albert 
Evans Outstanding Air Refuel-
ing Section Award winner.

The Evans award was es-
tablished in memory of Senior 
Master Sergeant Albert L. Ev-
ans, a pioneer in the history of 
Strategic Air Command’s air 
refueling operations. The pur-
pose of the trophy is to annu-
ally recognize, on a rotation-
al basis, the outstanding boom 
operator section within the Air 
Force, based on the collective 
accomplishments and profes-
sional qualities of the assigned 
boom operators.

“Words cannot express how 
proud and impressed I am 
with the men and women of 
the 50th,” said Lt. Col. Menola 
Guthrie, the former 50th ARS 
commander. “Their ability to 
overcome any obstacle to in-
clude COVID-19 and come out 
the other end wildly successful 
is unprecedented.”

The COVID-19 pandemic 
has been a major challenge for 
all lines of work across the ser-
vices, but that hasn’t stopped 
the 50th ARS from accom-
plishing its mission and lead-
ing the way.

During 2020, the 50th ARS 
flawlessly executed 6,500 flight 
hours on 725 combat sorties, 
offloading 29 million pounds 
of fuel to around 3,000 U.S. 
and allied aircraft supporting 
70 special operations forces 
over 210 strikes. They also led 
an air refueling wing in U.S. 
Southern Command, which 
supported and executed 56 
missions and executed the first 
largest drug operation since 
1989 where over $50 million of 
narcotics were seized.

“The 50th boom operator 
section was involved in multi-
ple missions, including the Nu-
clear Operation Readiness In-
spection in the beginning of the 
year,” said Master Sgt. Michael 
Fulton, 50th ARS superinten-
dent. “We even had a member 
recognized as an outstanding 
performer by the [Air Mobility 

Command’s] Inspector Gener-
al team.”

Being recognized for this 
award is a major accomplish-
ment due to the 50th ARS be-
ing the youngest air refueling 
squadron in the Air Force. 
This makes it a priority for 
them to work diligently and 
show off their dedication to 
the aerial refueling career 
field.

“When the squadron stood 
up in 2017, we knew that we 
had some big shoes to fill and 
a reputation of greatness to 
uphold,” said Senior Master 
Sgt. Kenneth Harwood, 6th 
Operations Group Standard-
ization and Evaluation Di-
vision superintendent. “Se-
nior Master Sgt. Evans had 
been stationed here at Mac-
Dill during his time in the Air 
Force, so it is extra special 
to bring it to MacDill for the 
first time.”

It’s also the first time an 
aerial refueling squadron lo-
cated at MacDill has accom-
plished this achievement, as 

there are two active duty and 
one Reserve air refueling 
squadrons located here.

“This is my sixth air refu-
eling squadron and I didn’t 
need the Evans award to tell 
me that it’s the best,” Guth-
rie said. “While deployed, we 
were on the leading edge of 
KC-135 hot pit refueling, clus-
ter base operations and other 
agile combat employment ini-
tiatives which we have con-
tinued to carry onward back 
in garrison.”

The 50th ARS isn’t just fo-
cused on the mission on base, 
but also tackles overseas mis-
sions working with different 
units across the Air Force.

“We’ve been the lead 
when it comes to accelerating 
change and with our in-house 
advance instructor school, 
and we were able to plan mul-
tiple overseas missions inte-
grating with units from Mi-
sawa and Lakenheath Air 
Bases,” said Fulton. “This 
ensures that we can adapt, 
plan and coordinate from any 

continent in the world.”
For the 50th ARS, accel-

erating change has become 
a regular endeavor and their 
hard work has not gone un-
recognized.

“This award could not 
have been possible with-
out the amazing work of the 

Airmen in the squadron,” 
Harwood said. “2020 threw 
so many huge challenges our 
way and they knocked it out 
of the park every time. I am 
honored to have been a part 
of this amazing team and I 
am so proud of the men and 
women of the 50th.”
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50th ARS ‘Red Devils’ named best in Air Force

U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Ryan C. Grossklag

U.S. Air Force Maj. Joshua “Cabo” Gunderson, F-22 Raptor Demonstration Team commander, prepares to receive fuel from a MacDill Air Force Base, 
Fla., KC-135 Stratotanker, April 17, 2021. Gunderson, a Tampa native, rendezvoused with the KC-135 assigned to the 50th Air Refueling Squadron in-
between performances for the SUN ‘n FUN airshow in Lakeland, Fla. 

Air Force Courtesy photo

Airmen from the 50th Air Refueling Squadron (ARS) ‘Red Devils’ pose 
for a photograph under the boom of a KC-135 Stratotanker aircraft at 
MacDill Air Force Base, Florida. 
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Owner…Don Westhaver,
Over 45 Years Experience
Proud Military Parents

First Time Customers:
Bring ad in for visual 26 pt inspection

Called to serve: An Airman’s path to citizenship
Senior Airman Kalee Sexton
913TH AIRLIFT GROUP PUBLIC AFFAIRS

LITTLE ROCK AIR 
FORCE BASE, Ark. — Since 
immigrating to the U.S. in 
2007, Airman 1st Class Man-
uel Moreno has learned to 
push through any obstacle 
to reach his goals, always 

keeping his faith that things 
will work out.

Moreno, an electrical sys-
tems technician in the 19th 
Civil Engineer Squadron, 
started his life in Sonora, a 
state in Northern Mexico on 
the southern border of Arizo-
na. When he was 12, his fami-
ly decided it was time to move 

to Tucson to be closer to rel-
atives who lived in that area.

Although life wasn’t much 
different for him in the U.S., 
he said the biggest change 
was the language and he was 
happy to be reunited with 
family members.

After high school, he 
worked odd jobs around the 

city, but he never felt ful-
filled.

“I needed a challenge, 
something I’m not going to 
get tired of doing every single 
day,” he said.

In March of 2020, Moreno 
found that challenge: joining 
the U.S. Air Force.

“I always felt like I’ve 

never done enough. I look 
at my friends and I feel like 
they’ve gone so far in life 
while I was working nor-
mal jobs and not doing any-
thing with my life,” More-
no said. “So when I took the 
oath of enlistment, I felt like I 

U.S. Air Force photo by Johnny Saldivar

Airman 1st Class Manuel Moreno marches in formation during basic military training graduation at Joint Base 
San Antonio-Lackland, Texas, May 7, 2020. 

See CITIZENSHIP Page 15
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AMC moves forward with second KC-46 ICR milestone

U.S. Air Force photo by A1C Sara Hoerichs

Capt. Wade Gallup, 7th Airlift Squadron pilot, approaches a KC-46 Pegasus during refueling training over 
central Washington, Jan. 30, 2019. With its multiple options the KC-46 can refuel Air Force, Navy, Marine 
Corps and partner nation aircraft. 

Headquarters Air Mobility  
Command Public Affairs

SCOTT AIR FORCE BASE, 
Ill. — Gen. Jacqueline Van 
Ovost, commander of Air Mo-
bility Command, approved a 
second Interim Capability Re-
lease mission set for the KC-
46A Pegasus on Aug. 5.

This is the first ICR deci-
sion regarding the air refueling 
boom mission set, allowing the 
KC-46 to become taskable by 
U.S. Transportation Command 
for the C-17 Globemaster III, B-
52H Stratofortress and KC-46 
receivers.  

“We have reviewed many of 
the KC-46 operational employ-
ment criteria over the past sev-
eral months and it was clear we 
were ready for another mile-
stone,” said Brig. Gen. Ryan 
Samuelson, AMC Deputy Di-
rector of Strategy, Plans, Re-
quirements and Programs 
and KC-46 Cross Function-
al Team Lead. “Though a ful-
ly-mission capable aircraft is a 
few years away, releasing ca-
pability our KC-46 bases have 

demonstrated they can safely 
and effectively support and em-
ploy is a large part of how AMC 
is accelerating the KC-46 on 
the path to becoming fully op-
erational and combat-ready.” 

This decision enables the 
Pegasus aircraft and crews to 
accept operational taskings 
that would otherwise be filled 
by KC-135s and KC-10s and 
provides predicted reliability 
and capacity for joint force air 
refueling requirements.     

The first ICR decision ap-
proved the KC-46A Pegasus’ 
Centerline Drogue System mis-
sion set on July 9. 

There is no timeline associ-
ated with the ICR plan, which 
instead focuses on establishing 
confidence measures that al-
low the AMC commander and 
other senior leaders to quali-
tatively and quantitatively as-
sess achievements at ICR mile-
stones. If confidence measures 
are not met, then a particular 
mission set will not be certified 
for operational use and crews 
will continue to fly training, 

See MILESTONE Page 18
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Biden endorses Austin’s call to make COVID-19  
vaccinations mandatory for US service members

JIM GARAMONE
DOD NEWS

By mid-September, Secre-
tary of Defense Lloyd J. Austin 
III expects a waiver from Pres-
ident Joe Biden to make the CO-
VID-19 vaccine mandatory for 
service members, Pentagon 
Press Secretary John F. Kirby 
said today.

Austin released a message 
to the troops saying that after 
consultations with senior ci-
vilian and military officials, 
making vaccinations manda-
tory is the best way forward. 
More than 73 percent of active 
duty personnel have received 
at least one shot of the vaccines 
to date.

President Biden replied al-
most immediately.

“I strongly support Secre-
tary Austin’s message to the 
force today on the Department 
of Defense’s plan to add the CO-
VID-19 vaccine to the list of re-
quired vaccinations for our ser-
vice members not later than 
mid-September,” Biden said 
in a message released by the 
White House. “Secretary Aus-
tin and I share an unshakable 
commitment to making sure 
our troops have every tool they 
need to do their jobs as safe-
ly as possible. These vaccines 
will save lives. Period. They 
are safe. They are effective. 
Over 350 million shots have 
been given in the United States 

alone. Being vaccinated will 
enable our service members to 
stay healthy, to better protect 
their families, and to ensure 
that our force is ready to oper-
ate anywhere in the world.”

The Food and Drug Admin-
istration is expected to give 
full approval to the vaccines, 
possibly by the end of the 
month, Kirby said. If that hap-
pens, Austin will immediately 
add the vaccines to the manda-
tory military list, Kirby said.

The services have time to 

plan how they will implement 
the program, and they have 
been working on how they will 
vaccinate the rest of the active 
and reserve component. Kir-
by said there is no shortage of 
vaccine and the department 
does not think this will be a 
limiting factor. 

A full third of Austin’s mes-
sage to the force urged ser-
vice members not to wait: To 
get the vaccine right away. 
“You can consider this memo, 
not just a warning order to 

the services, but to the troops 
themselves,” Kirby said. “We 
certainly hope that they will 
take advantage of the oppor-
tunity to get the vaccines now 
that are available now to them 
on a voluntary basis. That’s 
obviously the potential effect 
that we’d like to see achieved 
as a result of the secretary’s 
message. But if they don’t, 
eventually we’re going to get 
to a mandatory sort of regi-
men and we’ll take care of it 
then.”

DoD photo by U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Jack Sanders

Pentagon Press Secretary John F. Kirby holds a press briefing, at the 
Pentagon, Washington, D.C., Aug. 9, 2021. 

Department of Defense
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The market is HOT! 
To get moving, call me
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will be a win Winn situation!

The Keys to your Dream Home are within reach.

Monica Winn
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Pazdel Chiropractic, Inc.
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Shoulder 
Pain?

Puzzles

DAF Gaming League 
season two takes off 

Air Force Installation and  
Mission Support Center  

Public Affairs

JOINT BASE SAN AN-
TONIO-LACKLAND, Texas 
(AFNS) — The Department 
of Air Force Gaming League 
is back for another season 
with more games and priz-
es while expanding the com-
munity to include Air Force 
veterans and wounded war-
riors.

After an inaugural sea-
son, in which more than 
15,000 active duty Airmen 
and Guardians competed, 
the Air Force Services Cen-
ter is rolling out several ini-
tiatives to expand its e-gam-
ing program.

“Department of the Air 
Force Gaming League has 
now become the official 
gaming program for all Air-
men and Guardians,” said 
Col. Christopher Parrish, 
AFSVC commander. “It will 
be available to not only Air-
men and Guardians at every 
military base, but to numer-
ous groups across the Air 
Force.”

The gaming league 
launched in 2020 to fos-
ter resiliency and reten-
tion through global e-sports 
events that bring Airmen 
and Guardians together in 
competitive leagues, said 
Parrish.

Now DAFGL is opening 
the competition pool to re-
tired Air Force veterans, de-
pendents and youth, wound-
ed warriors, reserve and 
guard members, U.S. Air 
Force and ROTC cadets, and 
all Department of Defense 
civilians. The league will 
also allow for wide open par-
ticipation in upcoming com-
munity events and weekend 
tournaments, Parrish said.

DAFGL season two will 
also introduce three of the 
world’s most popular game 
titles: Call of Duty: War-
zone, Apex Legends and 
Super Smash Bros. Ulti-
mate. These titles join the 

previous games Call of 
Duty: Black Ops Cold War, 
League of Legends and 
Rocket League.

“With over 86% of Air-
men and Guardians between 
the ages of 18-34 identifying 
as gamers, the community 
has grown after just one sea-
son,” said Col. Marc Adair, 
AFSVC chief of programs. 
“With the expansion of the 
program to more groups in 
season two, this will cer-
tainly build on the more 
than 15,000 men and women 
connected through a shared 
love of video games.”

During the first season, 
the initial rollout involved 
Air Force Global Strike 
Command as the pilot pro-
gram to help with chal-
lenges, lessons learned and 
insight to Airmen participa-
tion in this new intramural 

sport. Airmen and Guard-
ians from AFGSC formed 
teams to compete with each 
base in the command, host-
ing playoffs before the final 
major command champion-
ship.

Registration for the new 
season is now open and clos-
es Sept. 1. The program will 
move into regional league 
play with playoffs prior to 
a regional championship. 
Winners will receive prizes 
to include championship jer-
seys, DAFGL products and 
the chance to represent the 
Department of the Air Force 
as the official team in future 
public-facing events and 
competitions.

For more updates on the 
upcoming season or to join, 
Airmen and Space Profes-
sionals can visit the Air 
Force Gaming website.

50% over brand names with 
additional Exchange-exclu-
sive brands:

■ Simply Perfect offers 
home décor and kitchenware.

■ Powerzone features 
phone chargers, headphones, 
HDMI cables and more.

■ Exchange Select has 
military shoppers’ everyday 
needs covered, from health 
and beauty items to house-
hold goods like paper tow-
els, cleaning supplies and di-
apers.

■ Patriot’s Choice has nuts 
and snacks for shoppers on 
the go.

Shoppers at Travis can 
find these brands at the 
Exchange and at Shop-
MyExchange.com. Contact-
less shopping options are 
available, including delivery, 

curbside pickup and buy on-
line pickup in store service.

All Exchange earnings 
are reinvested in the mili-
tary community, including 
through support for quali-
ty-of-life programs such as 
child, youth and school ser-
vices; Armed Forces recre-
ation centers; and more, ac-
cording to the press release. 
The Exchange has contrib-
uted $2.1 billion to these pro-
grams worldwide in the past 
10 years.

The Exchange also pro-
vides uniforms at cost, school 
meals for service members’ 
children overseas and sup-
port before and after natural 
disasters.

“It matters where you 
shop,” Bishop said in the 
press release. “Exchange-ex-
clusive brands deliver sav-
ings to our shoppers while 
also giving back to the Travis 
Air Force Base community.”

Savings
From Page 2
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NMLS 237037   #3094
Branch Manager   Sr. Mtg. Advisor
FHA • VA • Conventional

Apply now @ www.primeres.com/rsantos

Benicia  
Peddlers’ Fair

ADMISSION IS FREE!

Air Force to release dress,  
appearance changes in autumn

Secretary of the Air Force 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS

WASHINGTON (AFNS) —
New dress and appearance up-
dates will soon be released fol-
lowing feedback, testing from 
Airmen and reviews conducted 
as a part of the 2020 Air Force 
Uniform Board.

“We remain committed to 
maintaining an iterative ap-
proach with our dress and ap-
pearance standards,” said Lt. 
Gen. Brian Kelly, Air Force 
deputy chief of staff for man-
power, personnel and servic-
es. “During this most recent 
review we approved several 
updates fully aligned with our 
Air Force standards and cul-
ture that maintain our focus 
on warfighting while provid-
ing options to meet many of the 
needs of our Airmen.”

2020 Air Force Uniform 
Board initiatives

Uniform Board changes will 
be effective upon publication in 
Air Force Instruction 36-2903, 
Dress and Appearance of Air 
Force Personnel, which is ex-
pected to publish in early Octo-
ber 2021. Below are examples 
of a few changes to the updat-
ed AFI:

■ Male bulk hair standards 
increase from 2 inches to 2.5 
inches

■ Cosmetic tattooing on the 
scalp is authorized for men

■ The size of hair accesso-
ries increases from 1 inch to 2 
inches for females

■ Hosiery is optional for fe-
males with any combination of 
the dress uniform

■ Transparent piercing 
spacers are authorized

■ Wing commanders may 
authorize the local wear of ap-
proved OCP morale patches 
on Fridays or during special 
events

Furthermore, the board con-
ducted a review of several pol-
icy items that previously man-
dated specific behavior based 
on restrictions. In some cas-
es, the board recommended 
removing the restrictive lan-
guage to entrust commanders 
and Airmen to understand and 
adopt proper behavior based 
on their situation and circum-
stances.

“We trust our Airmen, (non-
commissioned officers) and 
commanders with incredible 
resources and significant re-
sponsibilities and we’ll need to 
do so even more as we prepare 
for future conflicts,” Kelly said. 
“We likewise trust they can fig-
ure out what it takes and means 
to maintain standards without 
specifying exact behavior in 
every situation.”

Examples of guidance re-
moved in the future AFI re-
lease:

■ When walking in uniform, 
members may not use a cell 

Left: New dress and appearance changes are expected to be released in 
early October 2021 upon the updated publication of Air Force Instruction 
36-2903, Dress and Appearance of Air Force Personnel. Changes 
include male bulk hair standards, cosmetic tattooing, female hair 
accessory size, optional hosiery in dress uniform, transparent piercing 
spacers and morale patches. 

U.S. Air Force graphic by Staff Sgt. Elora J. McCutcheon

See PT GEAR Page 12
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349th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron marks change of command
Photos and story  

U.S. Air Force Tech. Sgt. Daniel Peterson 
349TH AMW

TRAVIS AIR FORCE BASE, Calif. — Lt. Col. Gregory Messel relinquished command of 
the 349th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron to Maj. Frieden McLean at Travis Air Force Base, 
Aug. 7, 2021. Those in attendance thanked Lt. Col Messel for his dedication and “people first” 
mentality and gave a warm welcome to the new commander.

Photo by U.S. Air Force Tech. Sgt. Daniel Peterson

Photo by U.S. Air Force Tech. Sgt. Daniel Peterson Photo by U.S. Air Force Tech. Sgt. Daniel Peterson Photo by U.S. Air Force Tech. Sgt. Daniel Peterson

Photo by U.S. Air Force Tech. Sgt. Daniel Peterson

Photo by U.S. Air Force Tech. Sgt. Daniel Peterson
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phone or drink water
■ Members may not place 

hands in their pockets when 
walking or standing in uniform

Specific details about the 
initiatives listed above, as well 
as additional changes, will be 
available upon AFI publica-
tion. In total, more than 30 rec-
ommendations from the Air 
Force Uniform Board were ap-
proved for implementation to 
the field

Additional Uniform 
Item Improvements

The following uniform item 
improvements were made con-
sidering feedback from the 
field and multiple uniform fit 
tests. These items will be re-
leased for issue and/or pur-
chase as the design and devel-
opment process is completed.

Men’s Blue Shirt and 
Women’s Blouse

The improved men’s blue 
shirt and women’s blouse will 
utilize a new stain-resistant, 
wrinkle-resistant and mois-
ture-wicking fabric with a her-
ringbone weave in the current 

Air Force blue shade.
The men’s shirt improve-

ments include a tapered and 
lengthened shirt body with 
a reengineered armhole and 
shoulder. The women’s tuck-in 
style blouse and semi-form-fit-
ting blouse improvements in-
clude a lengthened shirt body, 
realigned buttons, a reengi-
neered armhole, and a redesign 
of the neckline and collar.

In addition, the updated ma-
ternity blouse will include a 
redesigned neckline and col-
lar for improved fit and com-
fort. The back pleat of the pre-
viously-designed blouse was 
replaced with darts for better 
shape and fit. It has realigned 
buttons and a lengthened 
shirt body for accommodation 
through all trimesters.

The improved men’s long-
sleeve blue shirt is expected to 
be available August 2021. The 
improved men’s short-sleeve 
blue shirt and women’s tuck-
in style blouse (long and short-
sleeve) are expected to be 
available at the end of October 
2021. The improved maternity 
blouse is expected to be avail-
able October 2021 and the up-
dated semi-form fitting blouse 
is expected to be available in 
January 2022.

U.S. Air Force graphic by Staff Sgt. Elora J. McCutcheon

PT Gear
From Page 9

See PT GEAR Page 20
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ASSEMBLY OF GOD BAPTIST BAPTIST CHURCH OF CHRIST

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRISTBAPTIST

EPISCOPAL

Worship  
With Us…

St. Paul 
Baptist Church

1405 Kentucky Street
Fair
eld, CA 94533
Rev. Dr. Terry Long, Pastor
Sunday 
Sunday School: 11:00 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: 12:00 p.m.
Children’s Church: 11:30 a.m.
Tuesday 
Prayer Meeting: 6:30-7:00 p.m.
Bible Study: 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Web Site: www.stpaulfair
eld.org
Email: stpaulbcfair
eld@comcast.net
Church Phone: 707-422-2003

Grace Episcopal 
Church

1405 Kentucky Street
Fairfield, CA 94533

Sunday
10:00 AM

Live Online  
on our Facebook Page

For additional information 
www.gracechurchfairfield.org

or contact the office at 425-4481

First Assembly Of God
of Fairfield

•9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL
•10:30 AM * MORNING WORSHIP 

•KID’z CHURCH Grades K-5th
•10:00 AM WEDNESDAY 

SENIOR PRAYER
• 7:00 PM WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Adult Bible Study
Girl’s Club

Royal Rangers
Revolution Youth

*Nursery Care Provided

707425-3612
2207 UNION AVE., FAIRFIELD

www.1agff.org
email: info@1agff.org

Live Stream on:

Lead Pastor: C. Eric Lura

MOUNT CALVARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Dr. Claybon Lea, Jr. - Senior Pastor

Fairfield Campus
1735 Enterprise Drive, Bldg. 3 

Fairfield, CA 94533

Sunday Worship Services
7:00am & 9:30am.

Bible Study
Tuesdays @ 7:00pm (Youth Sanctuary)

Suisun Campus
601 Whispering Bay Lane, 

Suisun City, CA 94585

Sunday Worship Services, 11:00am

Bible Study

Tuesdays @ 12:00noon

707-425-1849
www.mcbcfs.org  for more information

Live Stream on: 

Fairfield Stake Center 
2700 Camrose Ave.

Sacrament Services Sunday
 1000 and 1200

Base Sacrament Services 
DGMC Chapel

or North Courtyard
(1st Floor North entrance)

Sunday 1600-1630

Inquires: Call LDS Military 
Relations Missionaries

707-535-6979

For advertising information about this directory, call Classifieds at 707-427-6973 or email: 
lvargas@dailyrepublic.net

First Baptist 
Church of Vacaville

The All Together Different Church

1127 Davis Street, Vacaville
707-448-6209
www.fbcvv.com

LUTHERAN

TRINITY 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Tired of gimmicks and games?
Want a Bible-believing traditional church?

Need a loving church family?
You are invited to:

TRINITY  LUTHERAN CHURCH -  LCMS
Traditional Worship: 10 AM

Children’s Church during 10 AM Service

Adult Bible Study: 8:45 AM
2075 Dover Ave., Fairfield

(2 blocks south of Airbase Pkwy.)
(707) 425-2944
www.tlcps.org

Rev. Dr. Dan Molyneux, Pastor

Live stream at:
itsallaboutfamilies.org

301 N. Orchard Ave., Vacaville
707.448.5848

SUNDAY
Classes for all ages .......... 10:00 am
Worship ..............................11:00 am
CORE Bible Studies 12:30 & 5:00 pm

(2nd & 4th Sunday)
WEDNESDAY
Adult Studies ........................2:00 pm
AWANA for Kids ..................6:15 pm
Adult & Youth Studies .........6:30 pm

Sunday Morning Worship
10AM

CHECKLIST

Folios OK NO

Headlines OK NO

Cutlines OK NO NA

Mugs OK NO NA

Graphics OK NO NA

Stories end OK NO

Jumplines OK NO NA

Ads OK NO NA

NO=Not OK; NA=Not applicable

Reprint Y N

Initials 

14   Tailwind augusT 13, 2021Worship services

13

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

NON-DENOMINATIONAL NON-DENOMINATIONAL NON-DENOMINATIONAL

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

UNITED METHODIST

Vacaville 
Church of Christ

401 Fir St., Vacaville, CA 95688
(707) 448-5085

Minister: Elliott Williams

Sunday Morning Bible Study
9:30 AM

Sunday Morning Worship
10:30 AM

Sunday Evening Worship

6:00 PM

Wed. Evening Bible Study
7:00 PM

www.vacavillecofc.com

If you would like to take a free Bible
correspondence course contact: 

Know Your Bible Program
401 Fir Street • Vacaville, CA 95688

(707) 448-5085

350 N. Orchard Ave, 
Vacaville – 447-0521
unityvv@pacbell.net

www.unityvacaville.org
Sunday Morning 

8:00 am Co�ee with God
10:00 am Contemporary  

Celebration with Youth Education
Wednesday Evening

6:30 pm Non-Denominational  
Meditation Time

7:00 pm Contemplative Prayer
Come Home to Unity

It’s Like Blue Jeans for the Soul

“To know Him, and to 
make Him known”

490 Brown Street
Vacaville, CA 95688

707-446-8684

Sunday Services:
Sunday School 9:45am
Morning Worship 11am
Evening Worship 5pm

Thursday Service: 
Prayer Meeting 7pm

Bible Studies throughout the week
Pastor Ben Smith

www.vacavillebiblechurch.com
office@vacavillebiblechurch.com

Live Stream on:

Bible-Based Expository Preaching
Sunday Worship Services

9 AM, 10:30 AM 
Registration required at vacavillefaith.org

Pastor Jon Kile
192 Bella Vista Road, Vacaville

707-451-2026
Sunday school provided during the  

second service:
Grades K-2 and 3-5

Registration required.
Grades 6-8 and 9-12

Registration required.

Check our website for information 
on other ministries offered at

www.vacavillefaith.org

The Father’s House
4800 Horse Creek Drive

Vacaville, CA 95688
(707) 455-7790
www.tfh.org
Service Times

Sunday: 9am & 11am
Live Stream at

tfhvacaville

Tuesday & Thursday
   Home Fellowship Groups
   Fairfield/Suisun/Vacaville

Ministries
• Men/Ladies’ Fellowships
• Silver Saints
• Youth Group (Jr./Sr. High)
• Family Fellowship
• Motorcycle Fellowship

Prayer Works

1500 Alamo Drive
Vacaville, CA 95687

(707) 448-8838
www.vacavillechurchofchrist 

alamodrive.com

Sunday Morning  
   Bible Classes ............................9:30 am
   Assembly Worship ............... 10:45 am
   Evening Assembly Worship .5:00 pm
Wednesday Evening 
   Bible Classes ........................... 7:00 pm

Classes also by appointment
Elders:

Mark McCallister (707) 446-7477
Ed Sanderson Sr. (707) 446-0536

Services Temporarily 
Suspended

For advertising information about this directory, call Classifieds at  
707-427-6973 or email: lvargas@dailyrepublic.net

NAZARENE

9:30 am Sunday
310 Parker Street

Vacaville, CA 95688

Visit sonrise-vv.org for info

“The People of 
The United Methodist Church™”

tfhvacaville tfhvacaville

A Passion to...
Worship God • Love People • Share Christ

We offer:
• Nursery + Children’s Classes
• Youth Ministries
• Men’s & Women’s Bible Studies
• PrimeTimers (Seniors Ministry)
• In Home Mid-Week Bible Studies
• Celebrate Recovery

Bruce Gallaher, Lead Pastor
707-446-9838

www.cccv.me

Register children for Sunday School  
at cccv.me
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Household • Commercial • Warehousing • Boat & RV 
SIZES TO FIT EVERY NEED!

Located off Hwy 12 @ Walters Road

COUPON

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. APPLIES TO INSIDE 
UNITS ONLY. NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY. EXPIRES 8/31/2021

• New Manager Onsite
• Security Cameras
• Individually Alarmed 
     Units
• Private Gate Codes
• Well Lit Wide Hallways
• Drive-Up Units Availablee AUGUST 

SAVINGS

HOT

had finally done something I 
could be proud of.”

While becoming a U.S. citi-
zen was something he had con-
sidered, it wasn’t a top priority 
for him — until he learned that 
his immigration status made 
him ineligible to deploy. That’s 
when he decided to take a seri-
ous look at the process.

Section 329 of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act al-
lows eligible military mem-
bers who have served during 
periods of hostility to become 
U.S. citizens. According to the 
U.S. Citizenship and Immi-
gration Service, the country 
has been in a period of hostili-
ty since Sept. 1, 2001. This act 
gave Moreno the resources he 
needed to seek citizenship.

Although being an Airman 
made it easier for him, Moreno 
said the process was still time 
consuming.

“You have to get everything 
right otherwise you just get 
denied and they move onto the 
next person,” he said.

In fact, he had initially 
started the process in Decem-
ber 2020, but his paperwork 
was lost, so he redid every-
thing and submitted again in 
April 2021. From there, he 
said, everything went quick-
ly. At first, he was told it would 
take 12-17 months for every-
thing to go through, but in 
July 2021, he was asked to go 
to Tennessee for his citizen-
ship interview and swearing-
in ceremony.

Much like taking the Oath 
of Enlistment, taking the Oath 
of Allegiance was a milestone 
for Moreno.

“I saw it as something that 

had to be done so I could de-
ploy and do my job overseas,” 
he said. “I want the full expe-
rience, not just being here. I’m 
a guy who likes challenges. I 
want to get to know places and 
meet different people and get 
to know their stories.”

His perseverance paid off, 
because as soon as his unit 
found out he had gained cit-
izenship, they jumped at the 
opportunity to task him with a 
deployment.

Moreno said he felt called to 
serve to give back to the coun-
try that has given so much to 
him and his family.

“As an immigrant, it was 
my way of paying back to the 
country for letting me stay 
here,” he said. “On the oth-
er hand, my grandma al-
ways wanted to see us in uni-
form. When she passed away, I 
thought ‘That’s my cue.’”

Moreno said his grandma is 

his biggest inspiration for ev-
erything he’s accomplished. 
Although his grandmother is 
no longer alive today, More-
no said he continues to try to 
live a life that would make his 
grandma proud.

“I know she’s always watch-
ing over me,” he said.

Moreno — who says he 
plans to serve at least 20 years 
in the Air Force — is now look-
ing to study kinesiology or nu-
trition in college, saying he en-
joys taking care of himself and 
wants to help people be phys-
ically healthy. After earning 
his degree, he wants to look 
into becoming an officer, be-
lieving he will be able to guide 
and mentor more people.

Although he loves his cur-
rent job, he said he would be 
happy with any job as an of-
ficer.

“I know I’ll be helping oth-
ers regardless of the career 

field,” Moreno said.
In the meantime, he knows 

he can help people who are 
taking the same path he did to-
wards citizenship.

“I feel like my story can be 
motivation for people who are 
exactly where I was,” he said. 
“I can give them insight into 
what it was like and how to 
deal with it. If they have any 
questions, they can come talk 
to me and I’ll help guide them 
and counsel them because it’s 
hard.”

Moreno said the hardest 
thing to deal with is hitting 
a barrier, but he knows first-
hand that hard work and per-
severance pays off in the end.

“Just keep working toward 
your goals until you reach 
them,” he said. “My grand-
ma always said you have to 
stay true to yourself and nev-
er lose your ground.”

Citizenship
From Page 5

Visit Travis’ FACEBOOK  
page for up-to-date information.  

facebook.com/TravisAirForceBase
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and one of the event’s coordi-
nators.

“We definitely wanted to 
get everyone together before 
the school year started so that 
Airmen could not only spend 
time with each other, but with 
their families as well,” she 
said. “Forming connections be-
tween one another is important, 
and we wanted that to come 
through during the event.”

The military often uses the 
phrase, ‘One team, one fight,’ 
and the reality of putting that 
idea into practice can some-
times prove to be logistical-
ly difficult within a day-to-day 
context, she continued.

Another event coordinator, 
Tech. Sgt. Leon Kadoun, 60th 
FSS noncommissioned officer in 
charge of fitness center opera-
tions, credits the culture of Tra-
vis AFB as well as its command-
er, Col. Corey Simmons, for the 
leeway needed to truly exercise 
the ideas expounded by higher 
headquarters.

“The base’s leadership was 
front and center during the en-
tire planning phase of the day’s 
festivities,” he explained. “With 
the pandemic and the summer’s 
high operations tempo, there’s 
been a lot of stress placed on our 
Airmen. Today is a much-need-
ed time-out from all the crazi-
ness at play in the world so that 
we can take some time with 
loved ones and soak up some 
well-deserved recharge time.”

As the day reached its close, 
Airmen who’d been instructed 
to represent their group affili-
ations with specific colors be-
gan to mingle with Airmen from 
other groups, turning the event 
into a colorful mash-up of ideas, 
interests and hobbies.

Hopefully, Tiumalu said, the 
connections formed today rep-
resent a future for Airmen in 
which they feel untethered by 
the four walls of their own offic-
es and feel that same level of to-
getherness with everyone in a 
uniform.

“I can’t imagine the day 
could’ve gone any better,” she 
said. “From all the agency and 
squadron support we received 
today to all the Airmen and fam-
ilies who came out, today was a 
team effort – an effort, I think, 
that did a lot of good for our 
warfighters.”

Event
From Page 3

U.S Air Force photo by Nicholas Pilch

U.S Air Force photo by Nicholas PilchU.S Air Force photo by Nicholas Pilch

Top: Airmen from the 621st Contingency Response Wing cheer for 
teammates during a softball game at Travis Air Force Base, California, 
Aug. 6, 2021. The game was a part of a larger event, which included 
activities like team sports and static displays, aimed to bring the broader 
Travis AFB community together. 
Left: An Airman assigned to Travis Air Force Base, California, climbs a 
rock wall at the base’s end of summer event. 
Bottom: U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. James Selph, left, 60th Civil Engineer 
Squadron firefighter, and Tech. Sgt. Rachel Selph, 60th Aeromedical 
Evacuation Squadron aeromedical evacuation technician, show their 
baby the engine of a 1970 Chevrolet El Camino during a car show at 
Travis Air Force Base, California, Aug. 6, 2021. 
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0606 AREA 6
Sat., 7-2. Multi Famil-
ies! Pwr. tools, staple
&  nail  guns,  &  more,
lamps, sm. sew mach.,
hshld. & kit., & misc.

Shoveller Dr.

0501 HELP WANTED
Exp. Bartender wanted
Refs. reqd. $13hr. +
tips & accrued sick

pay. Primarily needed
for closing shifts;
8:30pm- 2:30am.
Drop off or email

resume: at
Ding's Lounge,

1712 W. Texas St., FF
r8ders81@gmail.com

Laundromat attendant
position avail., in Fair-
field. Job incls., clean-
ing and customer ser-
vice.  Send  resume
to:HR  1948  N.  Texas
S t . ,  F a i r f i e l d ,  C A
94533, or email:elmer
angeloinc@yahoo.com

0631 FURN. & HSH-
LD. GOODS
Tempur-Pedic  Queen
Bed.  Adjustable  head
& foot. with massage.
$500. Great cond.

707-645-9848

Garage & 
Craft Sale 
Directory 
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We have NO OVERLAYS! We can do a VA Loan 2 yrs after  
a Short Sale, Foreclosure or Bankruptcy AND we can do  
scores down to 580 and ratios up to 65%!

We have been able to successfully get COE’s approved  
when other companies cannot get your eligibility restored!

We regularly beat other lenders quotes and we are right here 
Locally near the ‘In and Out Burger’.

Providing VA Loans Locally!
Fulfilling the dream of Homeownership for our Veterans since 1994
We can EASILY close a VA loan transaction in 19 - 22 days here 
locally, So if you want to get it done Quickly at a Great Rate  
and Low Fees, with the same person from the beginning  
till the end, Let’s Talk.

1300 Oliver Rd., Ste. 140 • Fairfield • George@NIMBLoan.com • NMLS #270402 • DRE#02077932 • NMLS #1859425

George R. Kalis
Broker/Owner

707.759.5129
We can use ANY Bank or Investors Wholesale dept. we are not confined to just one source!

WHOLESALE MORTGAGE BROKER
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We DO Your VA IRRL’s at the Very Lowest Rate available,  
Quicker than anyone else! No Appraisal, No Fuss, Just a quick  
REFINANCE into the lower 2’s to save you $200-$500 a month!
We can also do a VA JUMBO purchase anywhere in CA  
to 1.5Million at $0 Down!

JUMBO VA Rates now in the Low 2% Range!

exercise and demonstration 
missions until the operational 
confidence measures are met. 
Despite restrictions and de-
ficiencies, the KC-46 contin-
ues to demonstrate its grow-
ing operational capacity. The 
KC-46 has safely conduct-
ed over 4,700 air refueling 
contacts with C-17, B-52 and 
KC-46 receivers since Octo-
ber 2020 on various training 
and exercise missions.  
As of July 1, 2021, crews 
have flown over 5,000 sor-
ties, with more than 2,700 
missions executed during 
the 2021 calendar year. 
Nearly 1,000 of those mis-
sions supported testing and 
joint force taskings around 
the world. The achieve-
ment of these confidence 
measures resulted in the 
AMC formally operationaliz-
ing the boom capabilities for 
these receivers.

Milestone
From Page 6

U.S. Air Force photo by A1C Sara Hoerichs

KC-46 Pegasus Refuels C-17 Globemaster III. Capt. Wade Gallup, 7th Airlift Squadron pilot, approaches a KC-46 Pegasus during refueling training 
over central Washington, Jan. 30, 2019.

religious objections to receiv-
ing a vaccine, the path for how 
they might seek an exception to 
the vaccine is defined by their 
individual military service’s 
regulations, Pentagon Press 
Secretary John F. Kirby said 
during a meeting with the me-
dia on Tuesday.

“There is a religious exemp-
tion possibility for any man-
datory vaccine, and there’s a 
process that we go through to 
counsel the individual both 
from a medical and from a 
command perspective about 
using a religious exemption,” 
Kirby said.

Counseling, he said, in-
cludes a discussion with both 
a medical professional and a 
commander about the risks of 
not being vaccinated as well 
as how not being vaccinated 
might affect deployability, as-
signments or travel. Requests 
for religious exemption differ 
by service, he said.

“We take freedom of re-
ligion and worship serious-
ly, in the military, it’s one of 
the things that we sign up to 

defend,” he said. “And so it’s 
something that’s done very 
carefully.”

There are exemptions for 
mandatory vaccines for medi-
cal reasons as well, Kirby said, 
including pre-existing medical 
conditions.

“The primary care physi-
cian will be able to help make 
that determination,” he said.

Nevertheless, the defense 
secretary and the department 
are confident that once the vac-
cines are mandatory, service 
members will do their part.

“We have every expecta-
tion that once the vaccines are 
made mandatory, the troops 
are going to ... do the right 
thing,” he said. “Going forward 
with this particular vaccine, 
the secretary’s expectation is 
that commanders are going to 
treat the administration of that 
vaccine with — as he wrote in 
his memo — professionalism, 
skill and compassion.”

Kirby also said the depart-
ment will ensure that every 
individual with reservations 
about getting a vaccine gets 
proper counseling on its safety 
and efficacy as well as how not 
getting the vaccine could affect 
teammates, readiness and the 
mission.

Vaccines
From Page 2

Air Force

Visit Travis’ FACEBOOK page for up-to-date information.  
facebook.com/TravisAirForceBase



CHECKLIST

Folios OK NO

Headlines OK NO

Cutlines OK NO NA

Mugs OK NO NA

Graphics OK NO NA

Stories end OK NO

Jumplines OK NO NA

Ads OK NO NA

NO=Not OK; NA=Not applicable

Reprint Y N

Initials 

August 13, 2021 tAilwind   19Parting ShotS

ROUNDSWing 
Leadership 

18

Airman 1st 
Class Gabriel 

Perezrodriguez, 
right, 660th Aircraft 

Maintenance 
Squadron  

KC-10 Extender 
communication 
and navigation 

journeyman, coaches 
Col. Corey Simmons, 

60th Air Mobility Wing 
commander, on how to 

run the identification 
of friend or foe 

system test set during 
Leadership Rounds at 
Travis Air Force Base, 

California, Aug. 4, 
2021.  

U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Alexander Merchak

U.S. Staff Sgt. Ryan Robinson, center, 660th Aircraft 
Maintenance Squadron communication and navigation 
craftsman and squadron physical training leader, shows Col. 
Corey Simmons, right, 60th Air Mobility Wing commander, 
and Chief Master Sgt. Robert Schultz, left, 60th AMW 
command chief, the 660th AMXS gym during Leadership 
Rounds at Travis Air Force Base, California, Aug. 4, 2021. 
The facility tour comes in light of the recent changes to the 
Air Force physical fitness assessment. 

U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Alexander Merchak

U.S. Air Force Col. Corey Simmons, left, 60th Air Mobility Wing commander, and Chief Master Sgt. Robert Schultz, right, 
60th AMW command chief, recognize Staff Sgt. Jaime Ramirez, second from left, 660th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron 
KC-10 Extender communication and navigation craftsman, and Airman 1st Class Gabriel Perezrodriguez, second from right, 
660th AMXS KC-10 Extender communication and navigation journeyman, as star performers during Leadership Rounds 
at Travis Air Force Base, California, Aug. 4, 2021. The Leadership Rounds program provides 60th AMW leadership an 
opportunity to interact with Airmen and receive a detailed view of each mission performed at Travis AFB. 

U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Alexander MerchakU.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Alexander Merchak
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Improved Hot Weather 
Combat Uniform

The improved hot weath-
er combat uniform is a variant 
of the operational camouflage 
pattern uniform aimed at re-
ducing layers of fabric in order 
to be lighter in weight, more 
breathable and quick drying, 
providing safer flame protec-
tion that does not melt or drip. 
It was designed to improve per-
formance, survivability, lethal-
ity and safety in extreme hot 
and wet-weather environments. 
The improved hot weather 
combat uniform is expected to 
be available to Airmen in Octo-
ber 2021.

Extreme Cold Weather Parka
Generation III Level 7 par-

kas, commonly referred to as 
extreme cold weather parkas, 
are expected to be available 
for personal purchase through 
AAFES online and in select 
AAFES stores this winter sea-
son. Previously, the parka was 
not available for personal pur-
chase and was primarily dis-
tributed as organization cloth-
ing and equipment at northern 
tier or extreme cold weather 
base locations.

Men’s Blue Trousers and 
Women’s Blue Slacks

Men’s blue trouser improve-
ments include an adjustment to 
the pocket design to enhance 
the fit of the trousers and re-
duce additional alterations.

The women’s blue slacks 
improvement includes a rede-
signed and lower waistband, re-
moval of the front darts to cre-
ate a flat front, and a shortened 
rise to address fit concerns. 

Additionally, the pant legs will 
be straight cut as opposed to 
the previously tapered fit.

The updated trousers and 
slacks are expected to be avail-
able in May 2022.

Women’s Mess Dress Slacks
The new women’s mess 

dress slacks will provide Air 
Force women an option in ad-
dition to the current mess dress 
skirt and men’s mess dress 
trousers. The slacks will be a 
female-fit version of the male 
mess dress trousers with de-
sign adjustments required to fit 
female measurements. Slacks 
can be worn with the current 
mess dress jacket. Women’s 
mess dress slacks are expected 
to be available in August 2022.

Physical Training Gear
Modernized physical train-

ing gear will feature a revised 
fit and look with updated mate-
rials and fabric. The fabric in-
cludes soft, quick drying, anti-
microbial technology that helps 
with moisture and odor control. 
The jacket, pants, and men’s 
and women’s t-shirts will be 
available along with new run-
ning and all-purpose shorts. 
The physical training gear is 
expected to be available in Oc-
tober 2022 with a four-year 
transition period for mandato-
ry wear.

Space Force Guardians will 
follow the updates above ex-
cept where Space Force spe-
cific guidance already exists. 
For example, in accordance 
with SPFGM2020-36-01, USSF 
personnel are not authorized 
to wear morale patches. The 
Space Force held its inaugural 
uniform board in March and is 
currently developing compre-
hensive service-specific groom-
ing and uniform policies with a 
targeted release late 2021.

PT Gear
From Page 12

U.S. Air Force graphic by Staff Sgt. Elora J. McCutcheon


	Button 4: 
	Page 1: 
	Page 2: 
	Page 3: 
	Page 4: 
	Page 5: 
	Page 6: 
	Page 7: 
	Page 8: 
	Page 9: 
	Page 10: 
	Page 11: 

	Button 1: 
	Page 2: 
	Page 3: 
	Page 4: 
	Page 5: 
	Page 6: 
	Page 7: 
	Page 8: 
	Page 9: 
	Page 10: 
	Page 11: 



