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A Message from the Commandant of the Marine Corps

On 19 June 2014, out great nation recognized an inspiring young man and Marine whose 
selfless service and heroic actions stand as a testament to the uncommon valor exhibited by 
Marines throughout our Corps’ illustrious history.

On 21 November 2010, then Lance Corporal Kyle Carpenter distinguished himself by 
attempting to shield Lance Corporal Nicholas Eufrazio from a grenade blast with his own body. 
Although Corporal Carpenter sustained grave injuries, he saved the life of his fellow Marine.

Corporal Carpenter’s willingness to sacrifice himself for Lance Corporal Eufrazio 
epitomizes the very essence of what it means to be a Marine - that Marines place the lives of 
their brothers and sisters in arms before themselves and will accomplish thier mission at any 
cost.

Corporal Carpenter’s compelling story will inspire and motivate current and future 
generations of Marines. He joins Corporal Jason Dunham and Sergeant Dakota Meyer as this 
generation’s legendary heroes of our Corps. I am exceptionally proud of Corporal Carpenter. 
His courage, compassion and humility serve as a sterling example for all Marines to emulate. I 
remain...

Semper Fidelis

JAMES F. AMOS
General, U.S. Marine Corps

Commandant of the Marine Corps





The President of the United States in the name of The Congress takes pleasure in presenting 
the MEDAL OF HONOR to

LANCE CORPORAL WILLIAM KYLE CARPENTER
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call 
of duty while serving as an Automatic Rifleman with Company F, 2d Battalion, 9th Marines, 
Regimental Combat Team 1, 1st Marine Division (Forward), I Marine Expeditionary Force 
(Forward), in Helmand Province, Afghanistan, in support of Operation ENDURING 
FREEDOM on 21 November 2010. Lance Corporal Carpenter was a member of a platoon-
sized coalition force, comprised of two reinforced Marine rifle squads partnered with an 
Afghan National Army squad. The platoon had established Patrol Base Dakota two days 
earlier in a small village in the Marjah District in order to disrupt enemy activity and provide 
security for the local Afghan population. Lance Corporal Carpenter and a fellow Marine were 
manning a rooftop security position on the perimeter of Patrol Base Dakota when the enemy 
initiated a daylight attack with hand grenades, one of which landed inside their sandbagged 
position. Without hesitation and with complete disregard for his own safety, Lance Corporal 
Carpenter moved toward the grenade in an attempt to shield his fellow Marine from the 
deadly blast. When the grenade detonated, his body absorbed the brunt of the blast, severely 
wounding him, but saving the life of his fellow Marine. By his undaunted courage, bold 
fighting spirit, and unwavering devotion to duty in the face of almost certain death, Lance 
Corporal Carpenter reflected great credit upon himself and upheld the highest traditions of 
the Marine Corps and the United States Naval Service.





I.	 Corporal Kyle Carpenter’s Arrival

	 Reagan National Airport
	 June 16-17, 2014

II.	 Washington Nationals Baseball Game

	 Nationals Park - Washington, D.C.
	 June 17, 2014

III.	 Kyle’s Meet and Greet

	 Washington, D.C.
	 June 18, 2014

IV.	 The Medal of Honor Presentation Ceremony

	 The White House - Washington, D.C.
	 June 19, 2014

V.	 The Medal of Honor Reception

	 Marine Corps Museum - Quantico, Virginia
	 June 19, 2014
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VI.	 The Medal of Honor Flag Presentation Ceremony

	 8th and I, Marine Barracks Washington - Washington, D.C.
	 June 20, 2014

VII.	 The Hall of Heroes Induction Ceremony

	 The Pentagon - Arlington, Virginia
	 June 20, 2014

VIII.	 The United States Marine Corps Evening Parade

	 8th and I, Marine Barracks Washington - Washington, D.C.
	 June 20, 2014

IX.	 Corporal Kyle Carpenter’s Media/Engagement Tour

	 June 21, 2014 - June 28, 2014

X.	 The United States Marine Corps Medal of Honor 		
	E vening Parade

	 8th and I, Marine Barracks Washington - Washington, D.C.
	 August 29, 2014
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