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’ I hope each of you enjoyed Christmas ?
t,'Eve and Christmas Day. [’'m not sure
‘how you spent your time, but | was
fortunate to visit the 288™ Sappers.
Chaplaln Bird provided services around"
‘a crackling bright fire on Christmas
‘Eve. It was a moment of perspective.
On Christmas Day, MSG Turner and |
‘woke up to a chilly early morning to
\view the start of the Southern Miss
‘Golden Eagles prior to going on
‘mission. Later that day, | consumed
significant Christmas Dinner calories.
‘That evening, | was honored to place
the 168™ Engineer Brigade patch on
'CPT Montgomery’s sleeve. The
‘ceremony continued until each 288
Knight Warrior was combat inducted.
A fter that, | made a call back to sweet =

s L,

e came here to do a very dangerous
“mission and we will complete that
;m|SS|on with pride and honor. We
represent the Mississippi National
;Guard and the U.S. Army, as the 223
'Engineer Battalion we hold a high
‘standard of excellence and pride as
‘combat engineers. It is my personal
- mission to bring home all Soldiers’
‘safely. | would like to note, that each
Soldier’s safety is my number one
iprlorlty With that being said, it is
iﬁgandatory that each Soldier wears the

proper personal protectlve gear. I

Hannah and Sierra.
‘had just finished opening presents an d

continue to contribute.

annon and two daug

| discovered the ?

were watching the Christmas Story.

:The bottom line of the Christmas Story,
“Make sure you were your Eye Pro”.
As the “New Year/2012” is here | as

‘that each of you never forget your.
priorities.
‘calibration  test
everything is in tune.

Each of you must take a
and make sure
Establish you
priorities and become smarter at what
you do. Set goals and stay committed.
1 wish the best for each of you anq
You are the
Stay focused, lean forward andg

best!

‘never become complacent.
‘God Bless.
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would like to also thank all families

their dedication and support of the
soldiers of the 223" Engineer

Battalion. Also, I would like to wish =
all family members a very happy g
holiday season and a wonderful New .
Year.




On December 11, 2011
transfer between the 8t
Engineer Battalion from Fort
Hood, TX and the 223
Engineer Battalion from West
Point, Ms is completed. The
RIP/TOA ceremony is a long

standing tradition between units
of the United States Armed
Forces, who while deployed
transfer authority of their line
units and area of operation to
the newly arrived units in
theatre. The process of the
RIP/TOA takes several weeks.
This ensured that the change of
authority between the outgoing
and incoming unit is done
smoothly. The 8t Engineer
Battalion, the 223" Engineer
Battalion as well as VIP
representatives of Army’s chain

of command attended the
ceremony. This includes the
Senior Engineer Brigadier
General Brian Watson, part
of U.S. Forces Afghanistan.

Lieutenant Colonel
Morgan D. O’Rourke, 8t
Engineer Battalion
Commander and Lieutenant
Colonel Michael N.
Cleveland, 223 Engineer
Battalion Commander have
worked closely together the
past weeks to ensure that
every Soldier has completed
training for their respective
duty assignment. Both LTC
O’Rourke and LTC
Cleveland are fully confident
in the success of the
RIP/TOA for the 223rd to
continue the

mission of Route Clearance
in Afghanistan.

LTC Cleveland made
remarks, to Task Force
Knight Warriors “We will
continue the mission in their
honor with an offensive
mindset. Knight warriors,
keep the faith, be just and be
fair to all. Do what is right
and do what is good and
always be passionate. ---
When our colors are cased
next year and new colors are
flown, we all want to say that
we have fought the good
fight and that the foundation
is firmer and stronger for our
SUCCEsSOrs.

God bless and God speed.
Go Task Force Knights!

“With the steely
glare of the ever
constant Sapper,
and the
professionalism
and adaptation
of the Engineer
Corps”.




| 223" Task Force Knight — Leaning Forward .

While family and friends
back home in the states were
sound asleep; the Soldiers of
the 288t Sapper Company out
of Houston, Miss. were up
doing route clearance
missions.

The company started its

and we all hung out by the
bonfire. It definitely made this
Christmas being here special,”
said Specialist Patrick Griffith
of Amory, Miss.

The convoy started on their
mission, clearing mostly
unimproved roads around the

morning going to a
mission brief,
which is done each
morning before
they leave base.
They also said a
prayer before going
out. This particular
morning the 2331
Engineer Battalion’s Chaplain,
1LT Jason Bird came out to
say a special Christmas prayer
for the Soldiers.

“It was nice having the
Chaplain here. The night
before he gave a good sermon

On December 17, 2011 CPT
Richard Revel relinquished
command of the 530t?

Battle Space.
When the convoy
returned, it

successful
~ uneventful,
mission, meaning

P found or cleared .
After a quick traditional
Australian Christmas lunch
(which consists of mainly
seafood i.e. shrimp, mussels,
salmon, and calamari), the
Soldiers were outside in
formation for their combat

new commander
symbolizing the transfer of
responsibilities. This

Engineer Clearance
Company and
passed his command
to CPT Christopher
Blackburn.

The Change of | ##*
Command ceremonyf-4%
is a formal event 5
conducted between |
the outgoing and

imperative

event is

where

the outgoing

commander

gets to

| address the

| unit for the
last time and

_| the incoming

incoming commander.
It is an official passing of
responsibility and authority
from the old commander to
the new. This is generally
conducted at all levels of
command in the Army.
During the ceremony the
commanders perform the
passing of the colors. The
outgoing commander
passes the unit’s flag to the

commander can officially
speak to his company for
the first time.

The ceremony was
overseen by LTC Michael
Cleveland, commander of
Task Force Knight, 223rd
Engineer Battalion. He
made this statement about
changing leadership,

patch ceremony. This is where
the battalion commander
replaces the old patch on the
subordinate unit’s uniforms
with the current combat patch
of the parent Unit, 168™
Engineer Brigade out of
Vicksburg Miss. LTC Michael
Cleveland; Commander of
Task Force Knight Battalion
calls the company to attention
and replaces the patch on
CPT. Brenton Montgomery,
the company commander.

“Having the combat patch
ceremony on Christmas, made
special. It wasn’t just any
other day, it was Christmas
day. What made it better is
that this is my first combat
patch. Makes me proud,” said
Griffith.

“I know it’s difficult giving
up the pride of the unit, its
colors that represent a
legacy of excellence and the
bloodhounds, that devote
themselves to the mission
with much at stake. On
behalf of Task Force Knight
we say thanks!”

Lieutenant Colonel
Cleveland also said to Cpt.
Blackburn, “Cpt. Blackburn,
never ever take your
responsibility lightly. You
have a great unit that takes
pride in its heritage and its
mission. Bloodhound
warriors, | ask that you give
the same devotion and
service to Cpt. Blackburn as
you showed Cpt. Revel.

SPC Joseph Chesnut
holds up a party favor
from the Christmas

take your
responsibility
lightly.







On December 21, 2011,
LT Joshua Williams
as promoted to the
ank of Captain. CPT
illiams stated that
‘Life had taken him out
f the state of
ississippi, but it
ould never take
ississippi out of him.
Congratulations go out
o CPT Williams and a
Hearty Thank You for
is service to the
ational Guard, The
State of Mississippi and

Andrew Zaborowski was promoted from
1LT to CPT. He is the Executive Officer for
the 713th EN CO (SAPPER) RCP.

he U.S. Army.

lplng to improve
orale of the
oldiers. Which Welch
by periodically
.. hosting movie nights.

supervisor, First
Lieutenant Jason Bird
«had this to say about
im, Il
enjoys his work and
onsistently seeks out
ore responsibilities.
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Welch likes to go for
runs, swim and play
with his pets. Healso
enjoys helping out at his
local church and going
new places with his
friends. He hasa huge
interestin watching
moves, watching Anime

“and reading

adventurous novels.
““I like to'live by the

- motto: ‘Don’t follow the

standards, set the cIRI
standard It’s just '
somethmg that reminds

me to go above and

beyond what people

expect of me and what I

am capable of. It’s very

similar to the old Army

be, which is what 1* *

strive to do.”
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As we turn the page on a
new year, many of us will
make New Year's
Resolutions for 2012. The
resolutions will vary —
some will resolve to lose
weight, others to get out
of debt, or st%rt ona

tO qult

degree

5, or read more

E h‘ex tatio

t co‘n}mltme It, but *

until March is that we are
operating with a faulty
1motivation? In.Colossians
3:23, the Bible says
“Whatever you do, work at
it with all your heart, as

working for the Lord, not
“for men." The phrase '

whatever you do covers

everything in our lives should
pleasing God.

God gave His best when
He sent His Son for us. He
certainly deserves the best
that we can give Him. In light
of that, consider making a
resolution for 2012 that you
will strive to give your best in
everything as an act of
worship to God
knows, it may help you keep
those other resolutions
throughout the year!

&PORTS COVERAGE—BOWL REVIEW
*~ARMED FORCES NETWORK

Beef O’ Brady’s Bowl
Florida Intl. 10
Marshall 20

New Mexico Bowl
Temple 37
Wyoming 15

Idaho Potato Bowl
Ohio 24
Utah St. 23

New Orleans Bowl
San Diego St. 30
LA Lafayette 32

Poinsettia Bowl
TCU(16) 31
Louisiana Tech 24

MAACO Bowl
Arizona St. 24
Boise St. (8) 56

Hawaii Bowl
Nevada 17
So. Miss(22) 24

Independence Bowl
North Carolina 24
Missouri 41

Little Caesars Bowl
W. Michigan 32
Purdue 37

Belk Bowl
Louisville 24
N.C. State 31

Military Bowl
Toledo 42
Air Force 41

Holiday Bowl
California 0
Texas 21

Champs Sports
Bowl

Florida St(25) 18
Notre Dame 14

Alamo Bowl
Washington 56
Baylor(15) 67

Armed Forces Bowl
BYU 24
Tulsa 21

Jan2

Ticket City Bowl
Houston(20)
Penn St.(24)
Gator Bowl

Ohio St

Florida

Capital One Bowl
Nebraska(21)
South Carolina(10)
Outback Bowl
Michigan St.(12)
Georgia(18)
Rose Bowl
Wisconsin(9)
Oregon(6)

Fiesta Bowl
Stanford(4)
Oklahoma St.(3)
Jan3

Sugar Bowl
Michigan(13)
Virginia Tech(17)

Pinstripe Bowl
lowa St. 13
Rutgers 27

Music City Bowl
Mississippi St.
Wake Forest 17

Insight Bowl
lowa 14
Oklahoma(19) 31

Meineke Car Care Bowl
TexasA & M 33
Northwestern 22

Sun Bowl
Georgia Tech 27
Utah 30

Fight Hunger Bowl
Illinois 20
UCLA 14

Liberty Bowl
Cincinnati 31
Vanderbilt 24

Chick-fil-A Bowl 1
Virginia 24
Auburn 43 B

Jan4

Orange Bowl

West Virginia (23) 70
Clemson(14) 33
Jan 6

*Cotton Bowl
Kansas St.(11)
Arkansas(7)
Jan 7
*Compass Bowl
SMU 1/7 2230
Pittsburg Replay 1/8 1230
Jan 8

*GoDaddy.Com Bowl
Arkansas St. 1/9 0630
No. Illinois  Replay 1630

1/7 0530

Jan 9
*BCS Championship
1/10 0600
Replay 1630 & 2230
Alabama(2)
LSU(1)

ALABAMA CRIMSON TIDE
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223RD ENGINEER BATTALION
AFGHANISTAN

Remember to write your
loved ones back home—
LTC Michael N. Cleveland
COMMANDING
TASK FORCE KNIGHT

Merry Christmas

12-2

STEPHEN JACO
ETHAN WICKER
12-5

JEREMY FREEMAN
CHRISTOPHER
PEOPLES

12-6

THOMAS KING
CHARLES
SIZEMORE

12-7

JESSICA JACKSON
ASHLEY WADDELL
12-8

KEVIN CAMP
LARRY WILLIAMS
ANDREW
ZABOROWSKI
12-9

JOSEPH ASHFORD
HENRY RANDALL

12-10

JAMES MOORE
12-11

WILLIAM MCBRIDE
PAUL LACHANCE
CHRISTOPHER
VESTAL

12-12

WILLIAM CRIDDLE
LACONIA SPEARS
KEENAN EVANS
DENNISS POPE
12-14

MATTHEW PAYNE
12-15

WILLIAM
HONEYCUTT
VINCENT HUGHES
12-16

BILLY MOORE
TYLER BOWERS

Greetings to all Warriors

I wish you the best this Christmas
and the "“New Year” to come. | want
to thank you for your courageous
actions and your devotion to duty.
You make me proud and you make
your country proud. Most will never
know exactly how much you have
sacrificed. | ask that each of you take
a tactical pause and wish your fellow
Knight Warrior’'s Merry Christmas.
Wishing God's blessing upon you.

BRIDGETTE
DAVIDSON
JEREMIAH BEMIS
12-18

JORDAN ROBERTS
ZAVKARY ZIMNY
12-20

ARNOLD COLEMAN
12-21

LAKASHA SMITH
MARCUS TALLY
JEREMY VOORHEES
12-22

THOMAS RIDDLE
CHARLIE VASQUEZ
12-23

RANDY CARTER
12-24

JONATHAN BYRD

ROBERT GREGORY
PERRISH SHAFFER
12-26

WLLIAM HEAD
DERECK WHITFIELD
ROBERT
WITZIGMAN

12-27

LOURIVAL LEDO
JOSHUA HUGHES
12-28

ASIA JEFFERSON
12-29

STEVEN WYRICK
12-31

RICHARD CULVER
BARRY WARD
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223rd Battalion
Newsletter Staff

2LT J. JACKSON — PAO
SPC J. POSEY — PHOTOGRAPHER

Contact Information:
Phone: 318.841.2520
E-mail: jessica.jackson@us.army.mil

. FOR ANY FINANCE ISSUES PLEASE
CENTACT SGT MAYERS AT THE BATTALION
S1 OFFICE .

PLEASE HAVE A COPY OF YOUR LES

AVAILABLE WHEN YOU CALL OR EMAIL.
CRYSTAL.MAYERS@AFGAN.SWA.ARMY.MIL

ROSHAN —079-771-2670

iNFOIP —318-841-2520
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The 223" Engineer
Battalion was
mobilized on October
1, 2011 to help the
continual efforts of
the U.S. Army during
Operation Enduring
Freedom.

20112

Submit your replies to
the editor and check
back next month for the
best, funniest and most
common replies.

See you
then, stay
safe!

Across Clues

5. "The Manhattan Project"
7. Attack "Chopper™
10. Navy's specialty units
11. Air

12. 1914-1918

14. North and south

17. North and South

18. Widely used "Chopper"
in Vietnam

Down Clues

1. Sacrifice every day

2. Multi-purpose

3. The is the most widely
used piece of equipment in the
military

4. Hitler's war

6. Operation " storm"
8. Troop transport "Chopper"
9. Or "roadside bomb"...

13. Sea

15. Armored

16. Land

]Essaly(onnls

Jan movie
Night Schedule

1-6 Anger Management
Yes Man

1-13 Rise of the Planet of the
Apes
Planet of the apes

1-20 The Expendables
Rambo

1-27 Courageous
Facing the Giants




