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OUR
FIGH TING:

The Origin of the

N~ = V/ D S ]Early inJanuary of 1942, while
5)9/ \\; =A\l.l5 Es & IS working as a plan file clerk at the Naval
| InsicNnA&N, A\ 74 otation, Quonset Point,Rhode |sland.
‘\ ‘/Fr:lnlléd Oy 3 out of e dmgmnﬁl%ﬁm
S s M vonl a N ERotTice navali on
riginator A dr;aings.oAs thg'yyw M studied theseydrawings,lsmdied

‘ them and sketched their caricatures. ..

e dag aNa ieutenant came in. He was the officer-in-charge of i
who had been brought in‘to the newly established “Construction Battalions” A This Lieutenant
had heard of my cartooning, and asked meif | could produce a"Disney Type“ Insignia that would
identifydes®® . - and represent this new Battalion. These men wouly ¢ undergo military
and ¥ = construction training, and follow the marines gf2 ashore. d
& /4. be an offensive group but could defend them, \ei “selves if they had to,

[ Tirst thought of % /- a beaver, the builder. But some research at the library told
me that a beaver = ~ introuble will turn &=/") tail and run.Sothe Beaver was
out. Then | eessl@liEE thought of a bee. .. the €2kah

you. .. unless you bother him, at which point he cofh®

the way of the Construction Battalions.

and a tommy@=" gun to show his {
«F p@y u : off?cer with the appropriat
& mate

. ter the idea was established, the rest g
@him a white hat_to make him "Navy”
s$

machinists a carpenter’s mate, <

and a gunner’s mate. 3 On each wrist,the
: C.E.C insignia showed that he was

part=3=" of the Navy Civil Engineers Corps.

Finally, on the outer circle of the insignia,

| put the letter Q) for Quonset.

ow, what would this group be
called ?"Men of the Construction
Dattalions”was a little awkward. |
already had the "bee"for these men
who worked at sea. Putting the two
ideas together, the name...
SEABERES  was born.

"The insignia drawing took about
ree hoummon a Sunday afternoon.
8 next morning | showed it to the
officer in charge, who showed it tothe
Captain, who sent it off to Washington.
Admiral Ben Moreell, Chief, Bureauof Yards &
Docks, Chief of Civil Engineers was about to starta =
nationwide campaign-and he sawin my sketch recruiting
appeal. He requested only one revision inthe insignia: that the Q be ¢

L

: rope, for national recognition. And today. this is how - =g=
Pwe re%ognize that tough and talented group knownas theS'm'lEISs




