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U.S. Army Rangers, assigned to 5th Ranger Training Battalion, and Paratroopers assigned to the 982nd Combat Camera Company 
(Airborne), conduct an Airborne jump out of a UH-60 Black Hawk Helicopter, assigned to 4th Ranger Training Battalion, with their 
MC-6 parachutes onto Stringer Drop Zone, Dahlonega, GA., March 20, 2026. These Army Rangers are jumping to stay current on jump 
status and remain proficient paratroopers. (U.S. Army Reserve photos by Staff Sgt. Eric Kestner)
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AROUND THE ARMY
Army Human Resources continuous 
transformation

Army adapts doctrine force-wide, 
integrating drone lessons to achieve 
‘drone dominance’

‘Bury Them:’ Alaska Army Guard’s 
Avalanche Company hones lethality

Modernized platform provides real 
time, accurate picture of Soldier 
readiness

Army announces winners of 
inaugural Best Drone Warfighter 
Competition

US Army launches online 
marketplace to revolutionize drone 
acquisition

‘Something Special’: SMA’s Wife Praises Fort Rucker’s Strong Sense of Community

Sgt. Maj. of the Army Michael R. Weimer and his 
wife, Kimberly Weimer, visited Fort Rucker, Alabama, 
on March 12–13 to meet with Soldiers and family 
members and assess the needs of the installation.
While the Sergeant Major of the Army spent time 
with Soldiers and leaders, Mrs. Weimer’s visit 
focused largely on connecting with Army spouses, 
family programs and the communitY...
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SMA Weimer emphasizes purpose, talent management and 
modernization during Fort Rucker visit

Sgt. Maj. of the Army Michael R. Weimer visited 
the U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence and 
Fort Rucker, Alabama, March 12-13,2026, meeting 
with leaders, instructors and Soldiers across the 
installation to discuss talent management, training 
realism, modernization and the enduring purpose of 
military service. Across two days of engagements, 
Weimer repeatedly...
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CSM Helton Retires After 36 Years of Service
After a 36-year miliary career, Command Sgt. Maj. 
Stephen H. Helton retired during a ceremony at 
Fort Rucker, Ala., March 13, 2026.The former scout 
helicopter crew chief recently served as Command 
Sergeant Major, U.S. Army Combined Arms Center, 
and was selected to serve as Command Sergeant 
Major, U.S. Army Futures Command...
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How the Armed Forces Disciplinary Control Board Decides the Off‑Limits List
Have you seen the latest off‑limits list? Many people who live near a military installation 
recognize the term, but few know how a business ends up on that list or why the military 
uses it. The Armed Forces Disciplinary Control Board, known as the AFDCB, is the group 
responsible for reviewing establishments that may pose risks to service members. Its 
authority comes from Army Regulation 190‑24, which outlines a careful...
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Fort Rucker residents and surrounding neighbors may have heard the 
phrase “Exercise! Exercise! Exercise!” over the Giant Voice System yes-
terday, March 17, however, this was not encouragement for some added 
PT.
 
The notification was for the annual integrated protection exercise to vali-
date the installation’s emergency preparedness and crisis response. The 
exercise tests multiple Fort Rucker directorates, to assess the response 
and proper procedures to complex situations.
 
All personnel involved successfully completed the simulation of two 
emergencies, back-to-back, concluding with a mock press conference 
at the Enterprise Visitor Control Center.
 
Fort Rucker holds annual exercises like this to ensure readiness. Thank 
you to everyone involved yesterday, we are proud of our team for the 
preparedness and professionalism shown throughout the day.
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