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AROUND CFAY
CFAY Honors Kosano Legacy

Story and photos by James Kimber, 
CFAY Public A�airs

Capt. Jonathan Hopkins, Commander, Fleet Activities 
Yokosuka (CFAY), welcomed two family members 
of Minakichi Kosano to lunch in the O�cers' Club 

Kosano Dining Room on Jan. 27.

The installation commander had an opportunity at lunch 
to learn more about the base's history and how the 
friendship between the Japanese and U.S.
communities developed. 

Keizo Kosano, the son of Minakichi Kosano, was joined by 
Mitsuyo Fukushima, the elder Kosano's granddaughter. 
The older Kosano is an important �gure to both the 
installation's history and the redevelopment of the city. 
His name lives on in Kosano Park and in the dining room 
that hosted the meal. Both spaces have connected the 
base to its host city over the last four decades.

From 1955 to 1982, Minakichi Kosano served as president 
of the Yokosuka Chamber of Commerce. Much of this 
27-year term was during an era when the relationship 
between the installation and the surrounding 
community was being forged. Kosano became a de facto 
representative, serving as a familiar, steady presence. 
He was a civic leader who moved between cultures and 
helped keep communication open. His in�uence on the 
U.S. Navy presence in Japan was so widely felt that he 
was playfully – and respectfully – given an honorary title 

that does not exist in the naval register: Commander, U.S. 
Eighth Fleet.

Some major festivals held both on and o� base were at 
least partially accredited to Kosano. The annual Yokosuka 
Mikoshi Parade, generally held in October, was �rst 
held in 1977. Kosano played a role in making it a joint 
celebration. CFAY Morale, Welfare, and Recreation (MWR) 
famously participates and is often one of the highlights 
of the parade. The team is comprised of volunteers 
throughout the base community wearing traditional 
Japanese ceremonial clothing and carrying a portable 
shrine over their shoulders called a mikoshi while 
dancing to the drumbeats and whistles. A year earlier, 
in 1976, the Yokosuka Friendship Festival was held for 
the �rst time. The creation of this event was credited in 
part to Kosano's e�orts to strengthen the relationship 
between the city and base. Today, this festival typically 
aligns with the city's Kaikoku Matsuri, or Opening of the 
Country Festival. The Kaikoku Festival started in 2003, 
commemorating Commodore Matthew C. Perry's Black 
Ship Fleet's arrival.

Kosano died in January 1984 at the age of 80. Within 
months, the Navy moved to preserve his memory. 
According to a non-credited June 8, 1984 article in The 
Seahawk base newspaper, Adm. Sylvester R. Foley Jr., 
then Commander in Chief, U.S. Paci�c Fleet and a friend 
of Kosano's, presided over the dedication of Kosano Park 
on June 1, 1984. Kosano's family attended, including his 
son Keizo, who watched the unveiling of the plaque and 
marker that remain on base today. The tribute extended 
to the O�cers' Club as well, where the main dining room 
was formally named the Kosano Dining Room following 
the ceremony in the park.

Both of these dedications occurred hours after the 
Commodore Matthew C. Perry General Mess, then simply 
named the Enlisted Dining Facility, held a grand opening 
and hosted its �rst meal service. It was a busy day for 
the installation commander, Capt. Walter T. Dziedzic Jr., 
Photographer's Mate3rd Class Marla Taylor, and the U.S. 
7th Fleet Band, who all attended the three events
that morning.

Today, base community members know Kosano Park as 



the green space near the installation's aforementioned 
General Mess. The park is famed for its cherry 
blossoms in spring and often serves as a popular site 
for reenlistment ceremonies. On clear nights, the park 
offers a unique view of Mikasa Park and Yokosuka's 
skyline. It's also home to the USS Oneida International 
Peace Memorial, Badger Square, a living cherry 
blossom tree memorial honoring the victims of 9/11, 
and a commemoration celebrating the 1st Japan-
America Cherry Blossom Festival.

Long before his name was carved into plaques, 
Kosano's daily life played out in the city itself. He 
owned and ran a traditional kimono shop, Osano 
Shoten, located in the Mikasa Building. The Mikasa 
Building has a storied history and legacy deserving 

of its piece. It's the covered shopping street near 
Yokosuka-Chuo Station. It opened in 1959. The 
structure was a glimpse of where modern Japanese 
urban planning was headed, and it became the 
heartbeat of this port city. Today, Sailors might call the 
area Mikasa Shopping Plaza, Mikasa Tunnel, Mikasa 
Shopping Street, or Mikasa-dori, but for Kosano, it was 
simply where he put in the work.

It's from this complex – home to dozens of shops and 
vendors – which Kosano practiced and preached his style 
of personal diplomacy out of his storefront. His leadership 
helped to build trust, smooth friction, and was critical 
to ensuring the base's relationship with its host city 
remained steadfast when it mattered most.

Kosano's contributions were formally recognized with 
the U.S. Navy Public Service Medal, the highest award the 
Department of the Navy can bestow on a private citizen. 
He was the first non-U.S. citizen to be honored with 
the award.

More than 40 years later, Kosano Park remains what it 
has always been. It's a place to breathe, gather and mark 
milestones. It's also a place for thought and remembrance.

Take a walk through Kosano Park today and remember 
that alliances are upheld not only by policy and posture 
but also by the daily work of people willing to bridge 
the distance.









BEYOND
THE GATE
BEYOND
THE GATE

The Jewel of Shonan
Until Feb. 28 (Saturday)

Weekdays: 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.; Weekends and Holidays: 
5 p.m. to 9 p.m. I Enoshima Sea Candle (25-minute walk 
from Enoshima Station, EN-06) 
The Enoshima-Katase Coast’s winter event attracts 
guests from all over the country and has been the 
scene of many holiday romantic dramas and comedies. 
The one-of-a-kind scenery highlights Shonan’s natural 
beauty and is considered one of the three major 
illuminations in Kanto Region. For more information, 
please visit https:// enoshima-seacandle.com/event/
shonannohoseki. 

Miura Sakura Festival
Feb. 5 (Wednesday) - March 2 (Sunday)

Along the road from Keikyu Miurakaigan Station (KK-71) 
to Misakiguchi Station (KK-72).
Come see the Miurakaigan’s Kawazu sakura trees. 
Enjoy Sakura Festival food such as cherry dorayaki 
(pancake-like confectionery), cherry rice cookies and 
radish shochu. The Kawazu cherry tree in front of the 
Miurakaigan Station is also illuminated.

Setsubun (Bean Throwing)
Feb. 3 (Tuesday)

Feb. 3 is Japanese “Setsubun,” which means spring 
division. People in Japan celebrate the arrival of the 
new season scattering beans in a special ritual to leave 
behind the evil of the former year and chase away 
evil spirits in the year to come. Yokosuka has several 
Setsubun events on Feb. 3 at shrines near the base. 
Suwa Shrine (2-minute walk from Keikyu Yokosuka Chuo 
Station, KK-59) at 2 p.m., 3 p.m. and 4 p.m. and Suwa 
Daijinjya (3-minute walk from the main gate, on the hill in 
front of the base) at 4 p.m. Free “amazake” (a sweet drink 
made from fermented rice) will be served. 

Nostalgic 2 Days
Feb. 21 (Saturday) - 22 (Sunday)

10 a.m. to 5 p.m. | Paci�co Yokohama (5-minute walk from 
Minato Mirai Line Minato Mirai Station, MM-03)
The biggest classic car show in Japan. Various shop 
demo cars and 10 selected cars will run through venue.
Enthusiasts who could never a�ord to buy a retro car of 
their own do not go home empty-handed. Same-day 
ticket: ¥4,000, advance ticket: ¥3,000 both including 
¥500 cash voucher. Elementary school age and below, 
free admission. https://nos2days.com/pc/ticket.html

Winter Wonder Festival
Feb. 8 (Sunday)

10 a.m. to 5 p.m. | Makuhari Messe Hall1 -8 (3-minute walk 
from the north exit of JR Kaihin Makuhari Station, JE-14)
Wonder Festival is one of the world’s largest festivals 
dedicated to �gure modeling and sculpture. Since 
relocating its venue to Makuhari Messe in the summer 
of 2009, the event has grown into a major festival that 
welcomes approximately 2,000 exhibitors and more 
than 30,000 attendees each year, attracting signi�cant 
interest not only from fans in Japan but also from 
enthusiasts around the world. Ticket: https://l-tike.com/
st1/wf-inbound/Tt/Ttg010agreement/index

https:// enoshima-seacandle.com/event/shonannohoseki
https:// enoshima-seacandle.com/event/shonannohoseki
https://nos2days.com/pc/ticket.html
https://l-tike.com/st1/wf-inbound/Tt/Ttg010agreement/index
https://l-tike.com/st1/wf-inbound/Tt/Ttg010agreement/index


NEWS AND NOTICES
SAVE THE DATE

U.S. Embassy Tokyo is coming to CFAY, 
Friday, Feb. 20.
What Services:
1. Consular Reports of Birth Abroad 
(CRBA) Applications
2. Tourist Passport Application for: 
Minor passports and First Time Adults
3. I-130 Visa Petitions
Where: Admiralty Room, 2nd �oor 
of O�cer's Club, Commander Fleet 
Activities Yokosuka 
How: By appointment after completing 
an application screening at RLSO 
WESTPAC Yokosuka Legal Assistance 
O�ce, 2nd �oor of building 1555, CFAY. 
Lookout for more info on checklists for 
each service and when screening will 
be available.

WINTER-TIME WOMEN’S HEALTH 
DAY

Winter-time Women’s Health Day is 
Coming! U.S. Naval Hospital Yokosuka 
(USNH Yokosuka) OB/GYN Clinic invites 
all TRICARE bene�ciaries and Space-A 
personnel to our Walk-In Women’s 
Health Day Clinic on Jan. 29, from 
8 to 11 a.m./1 to 3 p.m. Join us for 
convenient, comprehensive women’s 
health services – no appointment 
needed.
Services O�ered:
• Full Contraception Services (IUD/
Nexplanon placement and removal, 
OCPs, Depo shots)
• PAP Smears
• STI Screenings
• HPV Vaccines
Please note: Walk-in contraception 
services will not be available on Jan. 
27 as we prepare for this event. Take 
charge of your health this winter – your 
readiness matters.
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• Youth Clubs
Email: yokosuka@redcross.org

ANIMAL VISITATION PROGRAM
If you have a dog, Red Cross 
Yokosuka needs you! For program 
requirements and questions, 
email jacee.maldonado@redcross.
org or yokosuka@redcross.org. All 
participating dogs must successfully 
complete the AKC Canine Good 
Citizen Evaluation.

CONSTRUCTION AND CLOSURES
Yokosuka: Rickert Drive partial 
road closure to remove and install a 
new high voltage cable until March 
31. Work will be conducted on the 
weekends to minimize impacts to the 
community.
• Radford Road partial road closure to 
remove and install a new high voltage 
cable until March 31.
• Vandegrift Lane full road closure until 
5 p.m., Jan. 29.
• Gridley Tunnel closure. First closure 
(until February 2026) is for temporary 
high voltage power bypass. Second 
closure is for permanent high voltage 
power repairs. The second closure 
(from Feb. 1, 2026 to July 31, 2028) is 
only for vehicular tra�c. Tunnel will be 
open for pedestrian and bicycle tra�c.
• The parking lot immediately in front 
of ATG is secured through 2027 in 
support of the NSST Shiphandling 
Trainer construction. Additionally, 
half of the 12-hour parking lot is also 
secured to support NSST construction 
material laydown and management. 
Ikego: Imattumi Road partial closure 
for general excavation work until Dec. 
30, 2026.

USNH YOKOSUKA PATIENT FAMILY 
PARTNERSHIP COUNCIL

Want to e�ect change and be a part 
of healthcare solutions that a�ect our 
Sailors and their families? Join the 
Patient and Family Partnership Council 
at USNH Yokosuka. Engage directly 
with hospital leadership in matters that 
concern the health and welfare of CFAY. 
Join us at the upcoming meetings.
• Feb. 3 (Tuesday) from 4 to 5 p.m. in 
the library at the Community Resource 
Center
• March 3 (Tuesday) from 11:45 a.m. 
to 12:45 p.m. in the USNH Yokosuka 
Command Auditorium
• April 7 (Tuesday) from 4 to 5 p.m. in 
the library at the Community Resource 
Center
If there is a specialty or any medical 
personnel you are hoping to meet, 
please let us know so we can try our 
best to ensure attendance. You can also 
send in questions beforehand to our 
distro email: dha.yokosuka.yokosuka-
nh.list.pfpc@health.mil

INFLUENZA VACCINATION
USNH Yokosuka's Immunization Clinic 
will o�er �u vaccines at the hospital 
during regular walk-in hours. 
• All Eligible Patients (including Space 
A) Walk-In: From 8 to 10 a.m., Monday - 
Friday
• Active-Duty Only Walk-In: From 1 to 3 
p.m., Thursday and Friday

VOLUNTEER WITH US
• Military Treatment Facility
• Disaster Team
• Special Events
• O�ce Support
• Youth Preparedness




