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16-year-old Josh Pryor, an
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At the Patch Library: Adventure and Exploration

Descriptions by Amelia Harris
Covers courtesy of publishers

As summer vacation comes to a close, students are
hitting the books again - but the summer fun doesn't
have to stop. Dive into stories about captivating journeys,
pushing personal limits, and getting on the wild side.
Explore a thrilling collection of adventures for all ages at
Patch Library!

Into the Wild
by Jon Krakauer

The story behind
a body found inside a
camping bus in Alaska
made headlines short-
ly after it was found in
Denali National Park.
The corpse was Chris
McCandless, a man of
many names. Many peo-
ple dismissed him as an
arrogant traveler, but his story inspired American
writer Jon Krakauer to take a similar pilgrimage by
hitchhiking to Alaska to reveal the whole truth of the
mysterious traveler.

Twenty Thousand
Leagues Under the Sea
by Jules Verne

Join French oceanog-
rapher Pierre Aronnax
and his devoted assistant
Conseil as they go on an
expedition to destroy a
menacing monster. They
engage with the beast
after months of searching, but Aronnax, Conseil, and
Canadian Harpooner Ned Land are sent overboard.
They realize that the “monster” is actually a futur-
istic submarine, the Nautilus. Held as captives by
its eccentric commander, Captain Nemo, the three
adventurers go with him on a journey of a lifetime
through the seas.

The Hobbit
by J. R. R. Tolkien
From the bestsell-
ing author of The Lord
of The Rings (which is
this book’s sequel), The
Hobbit follows the jour-
ney of Bilbo Baggins, a
hobbit that reluctantly
joins the quest to reclaim the dwarves’ home and
stolen treasure from Smaug the Magnificent. As
he travels with the wizard Gandalf and 13 dwarves
throughout Middle-Earth, he is forced to push the
limits of his comfort zone.

The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind
by William Kamkwamba and Bryan Mealer

Amid hardships from a drought, William
Kamkwamba held his one ambition: to save his
village from severe famine and poverty. With his

4 Citizen 3rd Quarter 2024

family’s crop failure
and no other source of
income, Kwamkamba
was forced to drop
school. Determined, he
explored the books in
his library for a solution
and decided to build a
windmill. With scrapped
parts from the junkyard,
some innovation, and a little hope, his creation
could bring light and water to his village again.

Where the Wild Things
Are
by Maurice Sendak

A naughty Max is
sent to his bedroom
without dinner after
causing mischief. He
runs from home and
sails away on a small boat until he reaches the land
of Wild Things, where he convinces the colorful
monsters to make him the king,

National Geographic
Little Kids First Big
Book of Space
by Catherine D.
Hughes

The latest addition
to National Geographic’s
Little Kids First Big Book
Series, the National
Geographic Little Kids First Big Book of Space intro-
duces young children to the wonders of space with
colorful illustrations and easy-to-read text that is
perfect for beginners. From the International Space
Station to the entire universe, kids can learn the
basic concepts of space and space exploration.

The Golden Compass

by Philip Pullman Q*ﬂ-éffs
Things turn upside e

down for Lyra at Jordan i )L| [ILIP

College when her for- [l)l..r”.lﬂqx\.\'

midable uncle goes in Y .

search of other worlds.

Accompanied by her el

daemon, she sets out to [H!

stop her uncle from con- GOEDEN

quering Dust and save COMPASS

her kidnapped friends Rafin 2 iy

from Gobblers before

they meet a gruesome fate.

Scaredy Bath
by Zoe Foster Blake
Bath time for Scaredy
Bath has never been
more terrifying! Scaredy
Bath would wait and
worry all day, nervous
for bath time and all the
chaos that was sure to ensue. Will Scaredy Bath get

over his fear? Or will he learn to embrace the chaos
and enjoy each moment?

STEAM Tales: Alice in Wonderland
by Lewis Carroll;
adaptation by Katie
Dicker

Follow Alice as she
visits Wonderland in
this adaptation of the
children’s classic Alice
in Wonderland with
a STEAM twist. Laced
throughout the story
are experiments to help
readers learn and apply scientific skills that coincide
with the story. Filled with colorful pictures and inter-
esting facts, this book seamlessly brings literature
and science together for a truly innovative learning
experience.

P STEAM

—4 Tales b—
Alice in Wonderlond

The final two selections and descriptions were contributed by
Brittany Criss

Photo by Branislav Nenin/ Shutterstock.com



Chaplain’s Corner: Cathedrals, A Doorway to the Divine

St- Vitus Cathedral ‘Prague

- 3 = 9

Photos by Bardia Khajenoori

By Chaplain (Col.) David Curlin
USAG Stuttgart Command Chaplain
Walking through the grand doors of a cathedral, one is immediately enveloped
by a sense of awe and reverence. These magnificent structures, with their soaring
spires and intricate stained-glass windows, have stood for centuries as testaments to
human longing and devotion. But beyond their architectural splendor, cathedrals
offer a unique doorway to the divine, inviting visitors to explore the deep chasms
of spiritual life.

A Sanctuary of Peace

Cathedrals are often situated in the heart of bustling cities, yet they provide a
sanctuary of peace and tranquility. The moment you step inside, allow the noise
and chaos of the outside world to fade away, replaced by an atmosphere of calm
and reflection. The vast, open spaces and the soft, filtered light create an envi-
ronment that invites introspection and contemplation. It is in this serene setting
that many find a deeper connection to the divine, a space where they can pause,
breathe, and rejoice that we are not alone in the world.

The Power of Art and Architecture

The art and architecture of cathedrals are designed to inspire and uplift the
human spirit. The towering columns and vaulted ceilings draw the eyes upward,
symbolizing the ascent towards the heavens. The intricate carvings and sculp-
tures tell stories of faith, hope, and redemption, while the vibrant stained-glass
windows depict scenes from sacred texts, bathing the interior in a kaleidoscope
of colors. If observed with care one discovers that each element is meticulously
crafted to evoke a sense of wonder and to remind visitors of the divine presence.

A Place of Community and Tradition

Cathedrals are not just places of individual reflection; they are also centers
of community and tradition. For centuries, they have been gathering places for
worship, celebration, and solace. The rituals and ceremonies conducted within
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their walls connect people to a shared heritage and a collective sense of belong-
ing. Whether attending a service, listening to a choir, or simply sitting in silence,
visitors can feel the continuity of faith and the strength of community that has
endured through the ages.

An Invitation to Explore

Visiting a cathedral is an invitation to explore both the physical and spiritual
realms. It is an opportunity to marvel at human achievement and to ponder the
mysteries of existence. As you walk through the nave, pause at the altar, or light
a candle in a side chapel, you are invited to embark on a personal journey of
discovery. Whether you are seeking solace, inspiration, or a deeper connection
to the divine, cathedrals offer a sacred space where you can find what you seek.

In a world that often feels disconnected and hurried, cathedrals stand as time-
less reminders of the divine. They invite us to slow down, to look both upward
and inward, and to open our hearts to the mysteries of life. So, the next time you
pass by a cathedral, take a moment to step inside. You may just find that it is a
doorway to the divine, waiting to welcome you.
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By USAG Stuttgart Public Affairs

Photos by Nano Betts, Bardia Khajenoori, and Balmina Sehra

U.S. Army Garrison Stuttgart welcomed a
bumper crowd of around 16,000 visitors to its
second consecutive open post Independence
Day Celebration at Panzer Kaserne.

Headlining the entertainment was iconic
'90s alt-rockers Everclear (presented by Armed
Forces Entertainment), while local band Mayer
(fan favorites from last vear’s celebration) and
a variety of live performances kept spirits up
throughout.
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Aspiring Eagle Scout
leads restoration of VI
Corps Memorial

By Bardia Khajenoori
USAG Stuttgart Public Affairs

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

In 1991, Gen. Colin Powell came to Stuttgart’s Kelley Barracks to honor
the members of the U.S. Army VII Corps for their outstanding achievements in
Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm.

Now, more than thirty years later, the efforts of aspiring Eagle Scout Josh
Pryor and his own volunteer corps in renewing the installation’s “VII Corps
Memorial” are helping to ensure these Soldiers’ legacy and sacrifices will never
be forgotten.

“I'm really adamant about doing something like this because I've spent so
much time in military communities, and I want to try and pay back what the
military community has given me,” Pryor said.

His proposal entailed repainting a roughly 150 square-foot cement pad with
the VII Corps insignia near Kelley’s main entrance, beautifying adjacent flowerbeds

%

;} jotos courtesy Pryor Family
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and walkways, and adding 16 rose bushes to make a total of 111 — a tribute to the
number of VII Corps Soldiers who died serving in Desert Shield and Desert Storm.

To make it happen, Pryor first drew up a detailed plan and gained approval
from Scout leaders, U.S. Army Garrison Stuttgart Commander Col. Kirk Alexander,
and the VII Corps Desert Storm Veterans Association (DSVA), which provided him
a $500 grant for supplies. He also began coordinating logistics like obtaining dig-
ging permits, securing a pressure washer, and recruiting about two dozen volun-
teers. Even after some unexpected painting by garrison maintenance personnel
narrowed the types of work left to be done, Pryor still anticipates the cumulative
effort to be several times more than the 40-50 hours originally estimated.

“In terms of scope, it’s pretty big even as far as Eagle Scout projects are con-
cerned,” Pryor said. “But it’s been genuinely encour-
aging to see the work, and how people have watched
and been moved by it.”

He even recounted a passing driver rolling down
his car window, pumping his fist, and shouting sup-

] Pryor provides a brief-
Ing to young volunteers

assisting on a workday

2 Pryor stacks mulch

at a home improve-
ment store to be used in
landscaping

Pryor briefs Garrison

Commander Col. Kirk
Alexander and Deputy to the
Commander Rob Gwinner on

his plans

4 ning measurements

with the help of dad Jim

Josh Pryor takes plan-

port. Such passionate reactions have made clear that the project’s impact goes
much further than just aesthetic improvements, a view exemplified by stakehold-
ers like DSVA President Col. (Ret.) Mark Rado.

“It was important for us to partner with Josh,” said Rado, who was assigned
to the organization from 1988-1992. “Our intent as the DSVA is to promote and
preserve the proud history and lineage of VII Corps and pay honor to the 111
brave VII Corps Soldiers...based on a promise made at the very first memorial
ceremony at Kelley Barracks in 1991 that we would never forget.”

Rado makes it a point to return at least annually and noticed most recently
that “the luster was a little worn oft” the crest and its immediate surroundings.
As the father of two Eagle Scouts, he thought improvements would make for a
series of great projects and looked to offer the DSVA’s support.

The challenge was taken on by Pryor, who has “so impressed” Rado with his
focus, dedication, and attention to detail.

“When you talk to a young person like Joshua, you can’t help but feel good
about the future of our country,” Rado said. “He’s certainly satisfying a require-
ment, but it’s much bigger than that. It’s a labor of love and a commitment to
111 brave Soldiers.”

And yet, when it comes to legacies, VII Corps isn’t the only one Pryor is sus-
taining.

After being part of six Scout troops over ten years in the U.S., Japan, and
Germany, the rising Stuttgart High School junior would represent the third con-
secutive generation of his family to become an Eagle Scout, following his father
and grandfather.

Eagle Scout is the highest attainable rank within the Scouts BSA program
(formerly known as Boy Scouts), achieved by only 5-8% of members, according
to the data from the organization. Along with other requirements, earning the
rank requires the Scout to complete a significant community service project that
they plan, organize, and lead.

Josh’s parents, Jim and Jill, have not only provided crucial support but also
seen firsthand how the responsibility of the project has helped him progress.

“It’s been very eye-opening for us,” Jill said, noting the weight of tasks Josh
has had to take on, such as briefing the garrison commander. “The biggest
observation has been watching his growth. I think it’s been tremendous, and his
maturity has developed to another level. It’s been really cool to see.”

Nearing the conclusion of both his project and his uphill climb in Scouting
has given Josh a chance to reflect on some key lessons. He’s come to understand
the importance of teamwork and how much more can be accomplished together
with 2 common purpose. He’s also discovered the value of volunteering and ser-
vice, and how Scouting is a great way for kids to learn about them.

And finally, Josh has learned that even tasks that seem simple on paper can
involve unexpected challenges to persevere through, but, as he puts it, “the
reward will mean more to you than the work that goes in.”
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From the Historian: A Brief History of VIl Corps

By Bill Butler
Command Historian, U.S. European Command
Forged in the crucible of war a century ago, the U.S. Army’s VII Corps had a
long history of service in Europe and the Stuttgart area. The corps was organized
during the final months of World War I in Remiremont, France on August 19,
1918, to oversee units serving in Vosges Sector just west of the Rhine River valley.

‘ju _-| __'._ v - __.. _ _ = L‘*-__:I

Local crowds attend an Armed Forces Day open house at Kelley Barracks, then home to VII Corps, in 1964. (Archive photo)

It was responsible for operational training and keeping a vigilant watch along
the Vosges Mountain ridgelines, where many newly arrived American ‘Doughboys’
got their first taste of trench warfare. The corps and its divisions took part in a
diversionary action prior to the Meuse-Argonne campaign in October 1918. After
the war ended on Nov. 11, the corps awaited its return home, where it eventually
inactivated at Camp Upton, New York on July 11, 1919.

Just a few years later, in early 1922, it reactivated at St. Louis, Missouri, to serve

as a headquarters responsible for the administration, organization, supply, and
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training of Army reserve units in the American
Midwest. Throughout the 1920s and 1930s, the
corps organized its reserve personnel for periods of
active service during Army maneuvers and command
post exercises. In November 1940, VII Corps returned to full

active service at Fort McClellan, Alabama, to oversee the training activities of newly
forming divisions as part of America’s military build-up prior to WWII. The corps
and its units participated in numerous large-scale
maneuvers and exercises across the country as the U.S.
honed the fighting skills of its troops before deploy-
ing them overseas after the December 1941 attack at
Pearl Harbor.

The VII Corps eventually made its return to
Europe as part of the Allied invasion of Normandy.
It served as the tactical headquarters overseeing the
American landings on Utah Beach, as well as the
airborne assault to secure that beachhead in the
early morning hours of June 6, 1944. From this point
onward, the corps participated in the subsequent
drives through northern France, Belgium, and into
Germany as part of the final campaigns to defeat
Axis forces and liberate western Europe. After briefly
providing oversight of Army units performing occu-
pation duties, the headquarters returned to the U.S.
where it inactivated in March 1946 at the Presidio in
San Francisco, California.

Not long afterwards, the VII Corps was called to
active service yet again. As part of America’s pledge
of support to the newly formed NATO Alliance during
the early years of the Cold War, the corps activated in early 1951 at Fort Meade,
Maryland, before embarking once more for European shores. After participating
in preparatory deployment exercises in North Carolina, the corps headquarters
moved to Kelley Barracks in November 1951, where it would remain for the next
40 years. During its Cold War service, VII Corps oversaw the operational training
of its assigned units. It also conducted planning for the defense of southwestern
Germany in the event of a Soviet invasion and kept a watchful eye along the
[ron Curtain. Along with its parent headquarters, the U.S. Seventh Army at Patch
Barracks, the corps headquarters staff was a regular participant in activities
across the Stuttgart American military community.

As the Cold War neared its end, the VII Corps was called upon to participate in one
of the most successful military campaigns in American military history. After Iraqi
dictator Saddam Hussein’s forces invaded Kuwait in August 1990, the corps and its
highly-trained Cold War units were deployed to Saudi Arabia to provide the central
component of a large Allied effort to eject Iraqi troops from Kuwait. In Operation
Desert Storm, VII Corps
armored and mecha-
nized infantry divisions
smashed the elite Iraqi
Republican Guard in a
lightning ground cam-
paign lasting only 100
hours. After the fighting
ended, the corps returned
briefly to its home at
Kelley Barracks only to
inactivate shortly thereaf-
ter as part of the extensive
post-Cold War drawdown
in Europe. A farewell cer-
emony was held at the
Schlossplatz in downtown =
Stuttgart, where the VI & oeo. et
Corps colors were retired = =i S =
on March 18, 1992.
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Story and photos by Balmina Sehra
USAG Stuttgart Public Affairs
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WHEN SECURITY
AND

The safety and security of the military community is always a top prior-
ity for U.S. Army Garrison Stuttgart, closely followed by maintaining strong
relationships with the host nation. Media Day provides an opportunity to test
response protocols and ensure effective communication and collaboration
between the American military in Stuttgart and the host nation.

In May, the USAG Stuttgart Fire Department prepared for an upcoming soccer
tournament by engaging with their German counterparts to test their emergency
response capabilities.

“Today we are preparing what equipment we use in a potential scene of
massively injured. That way we are prepared for the [UEFA European Soccer
Championship] that will take place this year and everybody knows the equip-
ment and how to handle it, should anything happen. And obviously, we always
hope that nothing happens,” said Thomas Reibold, training officer at the USAG
Stuttgart Fire Department.

The garrison fire department, along with Fire Station 1 and Fire Station 4 of
the city of Stuttgart, trained on how to use the equipment.

“I like days like today, as they serve to continue growing our already great
relationship with our host nation partner,” said Reibold.

Media Day not only helps the USAG Stuttgart Fire Department with their rela-
tionships, but also ensures that they are trained for specific scenarios that could
occur during major events.

“Media Day outlines and brings to light some of our shortfalls. It gives all our
stakeholders a detailed event to go through day-to-day potential threats,” said
Deputy Fire Chief James Wells.

Having a strong relationship with the host nation has various benefits, such

HAND IN HAND

E DEPARTMENT
STUTTGART & as easy access to a wider selection of important resources.
“Our resources aren’t as robust as the ones off base. That’s why it’s important
to keep a great relationship with our host nation partners, as they can provide us
with resources that can keep our community safe,” said Wells.

The USAG Fire Department train alongside host nation colleagues on Robinson Barracks to At the same time, Media Day provides the opportunity to deepen relationships
prepare for potential threats. and create familiarity, ensuring communication runs smoothly between both
nations.

“I have had no experience working with the Americans up until now, so this
= oy - is a new and fun experience,” said Battalion Chief 1 Karl Grimmiger. “As we’re
WE BUY ALL CARS S B A { m b I usually not exposed to that, and since we don’t speak much English, it can be a
& TOWYOURCAR E=5= B u 0 0 I e little tricky sometimes. That’s why days like today help.”

DAMAGED OLD ACCIDENT Days like this also help in understanding how differently both sides may

INOIY OF JUNKCAR.S Phone: 0163 556 33 33 | prepare for a potential emergency, highlighting the shortcomings of either side

CASH PAYMENT & :
HELP WITH PAPERWORK when it comes t.cr preparednes§. | |
“It’s interesting to see the differences in how we prepare. The U.S. side tends to

-
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think more in military
terms, so their prepara-
tions tend to focus on
potential terror attacks
or something like that.
The German side tends to
think a little differently, as
we tend to prepare more
for accidents that could
occur in big crowds and
stuff,” said Grimmiger.

Although there may
be some tactical differ-
ences in preparedness,
both sides share a com-
mon goal: ensuring the
safety of the community.

“Moving forward, we
will continue to strength-
en our relationship with
our host nation partners.
Our priority is to ensure
our community's safety
and provide them with
the assurance that they
are safe when they go to
sleep,” said Wells.

Firefighters learning how to handle equipment during Media Day on Robinson Barracks.

AU DI B U I LD Get exceptional military
savings when you c customlze

Plus, get an addltlonal "1 000 bonus
with the Audi Military Select Program

Available for local
or stateside delivery

DREAM.
BUILD.
DRIVE.

militaryautosource.com/audi

Contact Your Local Sales Representatives:
STUTTGART | Hauptstrasse 189-B | D-70563 | +49 711 49050854
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new Audi vehicles (excludes TT and RS Models) through 3 January 2025. You will need to verify with 1D.me to obtain an authorization code to MILITARY AUTOSOURCE
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Sgt. Ist Class Elizabeth Marks, a U.S. Paralympian and combat medic, is the most decorated athlete in the Army’s World Class Athlete Program (WCAP). She and the rest of the U.S. swim team
will visit USAG Stuttgart in August as they train in preparation for the 2024 Paralympic games that will be held in Paris.

By John H. Campbell
USAG Stuttgart Public Affairs
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U.S. Army Garrison Stuttgart staff are preparing
to host some very special guests in the coming weeks.

Thirty-three athletes from the U.S. Paralympic
swim team are scheduled to arrive in Stuttgart Aug.
17 for a week’s worth of training in advance of the
2024 Paralympic Games in Paris, which run from
Aug. 28 to Sept. 8.

“It is a great honor to host the U.S. Paralympic
swimmers who are models of perseverance,” said
USAG Stuttgart Commander Col. Kirk Alexander.
“The garrison team is working hard to set these
world-class athletes up for success during their final
phases of training for the games.”

While the garrison team provides support services
daily for the 28,000-member military community in
the Stuttgart region, some unique challenges have
emerged in supporting this mission.

“Athletes at this level have a wide range of diets,
so making sure they have the right food presents
an interesting challenge,” said Jasmin Elder, events
coordinator for USAG Stuttgart Family & MWR.
“Making sure we have the right equipment avail-
able to support transportation as the team moves
throughout the area is another one.”
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Leaders at U.S. Paralympic Swimming say the
33 athletes have a “wealth of experience” as they
have a combined 69 medals from prior competitions.
Twenty-three swimmers have competed on this stage
before, while the other 10 are making their debuts.

“We are exceptionally proud of these athletes, who
represent the best that Team USA has to offer,” said
Erin Popovich, U.S. Paralympic Swimming director.

Five of Team USA’s prior medals belong to U.S.
Army Sgt. 1st Class Elizabeth Marks, who will compete
in the Paralympics for the third time. Marks, 2 mem-
ber of the Army’s World Class Athlete Program (WCAP)
from Fort Carson, Colo., specializes in the 100-meter
backstroke S6. She is the most-decorated member of
the WCAP program, according to Army News Service.

During the 2020 Paralympic Games in Tokyo
(held in 2021 due to the COVID-19 pandemic), she
set a2 world record with a time of 1:19.57 in the 100-
meter backstroke. In addition to taking gold for that
performance, she also won a silver and a bronze
medal at the games. She swims despite losing her
left leg and having visual impairments she sustained
while serving as a combat medic in Iraq.

“I found sport through injury,” Marks said in an
interview with Army News Service, “it was my place
of peace.”

Headlining the team is Jessica Long from
Baltimore, who has won 29 medals in previous com-
petitions. This will be her sixth time representing
Team USA in the Paralympics.

Long was born in Russia and didn’t have most of
the bones in her legs and feet at birth. Her legs were

- amputated when she was 18 months old so she could

be fitted with prosthetics. She started swimming for
Team USA at age 12 during the 2004 Paralympic
Games held in Athens.

Four swimmers are each making their fourth
trip to the games. They include Mallory Weggemann
of Eagen, Minn., Evan Austin of Terre Haute, Ind.,
McKenzie Coan of Clarkesville, Ga., and Colleen
Young of St. Louis. Coan is another storied swimmer
who has won four gold medals and two silver medals
from Paralympic Games in London, Rio de Janeiro,
and Tokyo.

In addition to Marks, Hannah Aspden of Raleigh,
N.C., Lizzi Smith of Muncie, Ind., and Natalie Sims
of Edina, Minn. will all make their third Paralympic
appearances. Aspden won two golds in Tokyo: one
in the 100-meter backstroke S9 and the other as a
member of the 4x100 meter freestyle relay 34 points.

Team USA will have 14 members who are compet-
ing in their second Paralympics. Anastasia Pagonis of
Long Island, N.Y.,, and Gia Pergolini of Atlanta each
set world records in Toyko. Pagonis won the women’s
400-meter freestyle S11 while Pergolini’s victory was
in the women’s 100-meter backstroke S13.

A two-time gold medal winner in Tokyo, Morgan
Stickney of Cary, N.C., set a world record in the 400-
meter freestyle S7 at the U.S Paralympic Team Trials
Swimming competition held in late June. Stickney
began swimming competitively at age 10 and had
risen to top 20 status in the 1500-meter ranks before
she broke bones in her left foot that would lead to its
amputation. She returned to the pool in 2018 and
took part in freestyle and medley relay teams that
each won gold in 2021.

L



Carlsbad Callf and Olivla Chambers of L1ttle Rnck,
Ark. Each won six medals at the 2023 world champi-
onships, their first major international competition.
Jafte, who has cerebral palsy that affects his legs and
one arm, was inspired to try para swimming after
watching the 2016 Rio games. Chambers started

swimming at age four and has dealt with vision loss Hannah Aspden Raleigh, NC
since she turned 16. Olivia Chambers Little Rock, AR

Para swimming has been part of the Paralympic McKenzie Coan Clarkesville, GA
program since the first games in Rome in 1960. Julia Gaffney Little Rock, AR
Events are open to male and female athletes with Keegan Knott Lake Villa, IL
physical disabilities such as dwarfism, amputation/ Ahalya Lettenberger Glen Ellyn, IL ”
limb loss, blindness/visual impairment, spinal-cord Jessica Long Baltimore, MD ‘
injury, cerebral palsy/brain injury/stroke, cognitive Elizabeth Marks Colorado Springs, CO
impairment, and Les autres. Grace Nuhfer Greenwood, IN i =

Upon arriving at the garrison, the team is expected Anastasia Pagonis Long Island, NY Havertown, PA o o
to train twice daily in an area swimming pool. Garrison Gia Pergolini Atlanta, GA val ‘,1 Terre Haute, N~ [
staff are planning an event for DoD community mem- Christie Raleigh Crossley  Toms River, NJ f.\_v- eer merﬂéﬁh Overland Park, KS
bers to meet the athletes at least once dUI‘il‘lg their Summer Schmit Stillwater, MN ?‘ ill Inglewood, CA
week-long stay. More information will be shared on Natalie Sims Edina, MN Noah Jaffe Carlsbad, CA
StuttgartCitizen.com as details become available. The Leanne Smith Salem, MA Abbas Karimi Fort Lauderdale, FL
swimming competition starts August 29, the second day Lizzi Smith Muncie, IN Jack O'Neil Colorado Springs, CO
of the games. Morgan Stickney Cary, NC Morgan Ray St. Augustine, FL
....................................................... Alexandra Truwit Darien, CT Lawrence Sapp Waldorf, MD
Kristen Gowdy of the U.S Olympic & Paralympic Committee Mallory Weggemann Eagan, MN Zachary Shattuck Mount Airy, MD
(USOPC) contributed to this report. Taylor Winnett Greenwood, IN Matthew Torres Ansonia, CT

Colleen Young St. Louis, MO Evan Wilkerson Rolesville, NC
— Advertorial —
GETTING CONNECTED IS EASY '
Telephone, internet, and television services by TKS 4

When you need to get connected here in Germany, TKS is the place to go.
TKS is the “American telco in Germany™ and is a USO Worldwide Strategic
Partner that has proudly connected service members for over 30 years.
24-hour English customer service, free tech support, and on-base retail
locations, are just a few standard TKS features.

TKS shops are conveniently located on-base in your local Exchange, but
they can hook you up if you live on-base or off-base, at any address
in Germany. You can even sign up over the phone or over WhatsApp.

Flexibility and comfort

What's great is that TKS now offers a new series of easyConnect service
bundles with up to 1 Gbps connectivity, and it's now more cost effective
and convenient to bring those internet, telephone, and television solu-
tions to your home. And because one size doesn't fit all, TKS has set
things up so that you can pick-and-choose the internet speeds, calling
options, and television channels that work for you and for your budget.
Whether you're a single service member living alone, or have a house
full of content creators and power users that are hungry for speed and
bandwidth; easyConnect has you covered.

Ultra-fast internet, free calls, American TV

TKS now offers a premium 1 Gbps internet package in combination with
free international telephone calls, along with real American television
streamed live from the states. Availability and download speeds of course
can vary based on location and address, however TKS can advise you
of the available options in advance.
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easyConnect provides free local and international calls to the USA and
to over 130 other countries. And you can make those free calls when
you're home and also on your mobile phone while using the myTKS app.
easyTV Smart is also built-in and has all of the major U.S. broadcast
networks. With the easyTV app you can watch your favorites on nearly
any screen. AFN television is also included so you save on the costs as-
sociated with a satellite TV system. Channel upgrades are also available,
so if you want more sports channels, more premium movie channels:
We can tailor the entertainment package to your needs.

Add mobile for more savings
With easyConnect keeping you connected when you're home, TKS
easyMobile is there to keep you connected on the go. And by combining
both home and mobile TKS services, you can get even more monthly
savings and benefits. A wide range of both individual and group 5G plans
are available, from the most basic to unlimited.

Your service provider for Internet, Mobile & American TV

(Vf VAT-free products & services

(¥ no annual contract

(/' online payments: no need for a German bank account
@'( 24/7 support service & tech support in English

For more information visit a TKS shop in an Exchange near you, or call
the TKS customer service hotline: +49 631 3522 499
www.tkscable.com/service/shops
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By Staff Sgt.
Sidnie Smith-Swift
AFN Stuttgart
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Most commu-
nity members
may only think of the
Directorate of Public
Works (DPW) when it’s
time for dryer vents to
be cleaned, when some-
thing stops working in
their government hous-
ing, or when a lawn
mower rides by early in
the morning, waking you
up when you had fully
intended to sleep in.

In reality, DPW’s re-
sponsibilities extend far
beyond just housing —
covering construction,
utilities, master plan-
ning, building and facility
maintenance, and envi-
ronmental compliance,
to name just a few pro-
grams. That's the case
for most, if not all, U.S
Army garrisons across
Installation Management
Command.

-----
..............

------

||||||

........................

..........

el
ttttttt

u/ MRS 3

.......
--------------

kdbpibdbdodgidbbnbiadadbindidbadana, 4 e e Bl el e
Ty I T T I IIITI T T T B4 5 Y *
ERErEARITEEEEATSNASEAEEEEE N RS R e .. 1 T T
(AR RN R RS ERERE LR R YRR R RN AR 2R 10} [ AT AN L] L RPN AFIPIEBEREN
L2 e 2 iR eE I aE R NS I RENET SN SR TR T S EAIwe - LR N B L 1T R 1 LN
L e AL R s sl LI Rl il i il it ii )] bl Tk et
Fd e = - -
e L 3
EEEE bl -l
L 2] L]

IR A AR R R R L AR R
HHrtri sttt bt siote
R ;“ e

T T
SRR T E N #
EERETET R I
Heserste

LR IR ] & -0
ZEERERE T2 1
THEE b4 1

One of the things that makes the Stuttgart
DPW unique, though, is that it has an unusually
large number of women in key roles historically
filled by men.

Seventeen key roles, to be exact.

Both the U.S. military and the engineering
discipline are traditionally male dominated, with
women accounting for around 18% of active-duty
personnel and 14% of the global engineering work-
force in 2022 and 2023, respectively.

As a licensed professional engineer (PE) and
former Naval officer with a degree in Mechanical
Engineering, DPW Director Marisa Barrie is no
stranger to either world.

Her decision to earn a degree in Mechanical
Engineering at the U.S. Naval Academy was influ-
enced not only by the challenges and opportunities
of the field, but also, to some degree, by her own
mother.

“My mom was a chemical engineer. . .she never
worked with a single woman,” Barrie said. “She
had her hard hat and her boots, and she’d go to
sites and I'd see her coming and going. I think
that probably had a little bit of an influence on
my decision.”

While serving her eight years in the Navy, Barrie
was often the only woman in a leadership role.

“I can remember times where I've looked

A baby shower held for DPW Business Operations and Integration Division Yamilka Pinero Medina in early 2024 demonstrates the depth of female leadership
and professional presence within the directorate. (Courtesy photo)

How a former Naval officer, a lawyer, and a geologist help the garrison run

around a room full of officers, and I'm the only
woman in the room. I've looked around a table full
of senior leaders in a room and I've been the only
woman,” she said.

She’s seen more women in leadership roles in
recent years, she added, believing it reflects some
progress toward hiring decisions being made based
on an applicant’s capabilities rather than looks or
preconceived notions.

“In my last job, I would look around the room
and the chief counsel, the head of contracts, the
head of public works, all these folks that have really
important roles, were women. It was definitely a
noticeable change.”

Barrie’s personal experience has led her to
understand the importance of representation for
children.

“We're now in a generation where we'’re able
to model women being professionals for our chil-
dren—'0h, my mom did that so I can do that
too!’— and I think that’s wonderful,” Barrie said.

Geology, like engineering and many other STEM
(science, technology, engineering, and math) disci-
plines, remains male-dominated.

Anja Emmenecker has the equivalent of a mas-
ter’s degree in geology from Heidelberg University.
She describes herself as an outdoor person, perhaps
befitting the role of Environmental Division Chief.

Graphic by Accogliente Design/Shutterstock.com



Above, Marisa Barrie holding her daughters (younger son not
pictured) as a Navy Civil Engineer Corps Officer in 2007, and
below, in her office as USAG Stuttgart Director of Public Works
in 2024. (Courtesy photo)
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Above, Anja Emmenecker takes part in a meeting with Army
- i colleagues and representatives of the city of Heidelberg in
TEREEE 2011. Below, she leads a team meeting as USAG Stuttgart

Environmental Division Chief in 2024. (Courtesy photo)
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Left, the official photo of 21-year-old
Madeleine Bates as a Child Development

Hawaii. Below, she provides guidance to
a regionwide housing manager training
in 2024, flanked by the garrison com-

mander and command sergeant major.

“I love hiking, jogging, doing things outside. . .they kind of drew me into the
history of the Earth, how everything developed, and that’s when I got into the
geology field.” Emmenecker said. “It’s kind of a start up on environmental work,
which I wanted to do [the whole time].”

She began working for the U.S. Army as an environmental protection specialist in
Heidelberg more than 20 years ago. Today, she is USAG Stuttgart’s only local national
DPW chief.

When Emmenecker describes her work for the Army to locals, they are often
surprised to learn that the garrison must comply with both German and U.S.
environmental protection laws. She finds that people are usually impressed when
they hear about her role and program, which reflect the Army’s commitment to
following host nation regulations.

The six full time positions in her division are nearly all filled by women,; there
are two male members of the team, one of whom joined about a year ago.

“Everybody was always like, ‘Wow, do you only hire women?’ And I said, I hire
based on [professionalism] and qualifications. But there are so many qualified
women out there now, which is really nice.”

While her hiring decisions are merit-based, Emmenecker is proud of the fact that
her team contains so many qualified women. Nevertheless, she acknowledges that
workplace discrimination still exists, pointing to responses from climate surveys about
experiences with sexual or gender-based harassment.

“I would like to see that it’s kind of implicit that men and women are equal. I
would really like people to have more respect and treat each other in a respectful
way, accepting everybody’s background and personality,” she said.

Having the right foundation in the right environment is key to having a stable
home.

Madeleine Bates is the chief of USAG Stuttgart’s DPW Housing Division. Born
in Berlin and the daughter of a U.S. Soldier, her role brings her full circle, having
previously lived in military stairwell housing herself.

Growing up around the military and working for the U.S. Army, she has also
seen changes in who holds leadership roles.

“Twenty years ago, when I started working for the government, almost everyone
in my chain of command was a man,” Bates said. “I'm happy to say that right now
[ work for a pretty dynamic woman in a very male dominated field. My garrison
command sergeant major is a woman. That’s something that we didn’t see some
years ago, and they’re [both] quite incredible to work for.”

Yet society’s impression that men are always the default leaders has affected
Bates at work. From customers ignoring her answers only to accept the same
answer from a male subordinate, or subordinates challenging her authority
because she was a woman, Bates has dealt with it all.

“Unfortunately, society is still somewhat lagging about accepting women in
leadership roles,” Bates said. “I've also heard women in leadership be referred to
as mean or aggressive when they are assertive. I've never heard a male leader be
referred to in that way. I would like to see society overcome its own stereotypes.
Women shouldn’t have to ask for a seat at the table or demand respect when they
earned it.”

Bates hopes that stereotypes about women in leadership roles will change.

“I shouldn’t have to make myself small to make you feel better about yourself,”
she said.

Bates also made it her mission to overcome another potential stereotype:
being a teenage mother. Balancing full-time motherhood during the day, she
went to night school and eventually graduate school, taking double the course
load to graduate faster. Bates went on to receive her Juris Doctor (JD) from the
William S. Richardson School of Law at the University of Hawaii at Manoa.

She is not ashamed of her past. She was told that being a teenage mother
meant her life was over and that she was nothing more than a statistic, but Bates
didn’t let that stop her from achieving her dreams. In sharing her past, Bates
hopes to inspire others.

“Find your dream young ladies, or young men. Hold onto it, even if it takes
you a little bit longer.”

Women’s Equality Day, observed each year on August 26, celebrates the 1920
ratification of the 19th Amendment, which gave women the right to vote. From
not being seen as equal citizens to holding leadership positions in government,
military, business and our own garrison community, women continue to inspire
and lead, now and for generations to come.

“Now"” photos by Bardia Khajenoori. All others are courtesy photos.
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405th ARMY FIELD SUPPORT BRIGADE

TAKE YOUR CHILD TO-WORK CATAPULTS
LRC STUTTGART EMPLOYEE TO HER OWN CAREER

‘Take Your Child to Work Day’ is a national program that exposes children to future job possibilities and the value
of education while helping to foster the special bond between parents and their children. Although it's officially

held on the fourth Thursday of April in the U.S. each year, it can be done any day, anywhere in the world.

By Cameron Porter
405th Army Field Support Brigade
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Dahlak Ghebrelul remembers when her dad
would occasionally take her to his work. Originally
from Eritrea, just north of Djibouti in East Africa, he
immigrated to Germany
in the mid-1980s and
worked for the U.S. Army
in Stuttgart for over 40
years, including many

years with Logistics
Readiness Center
Stuttgart.

“LRC Stuttgart

is a special place for
me because my dad
worked here, too,” said
Ghebrelul, a contract-
ing officer technical
representative with LRC
Stuttgart’s transportation division. “When I was
little, he used to bring me to work sometimes. I was
fascinated. I was like ‘wow, they’re speaking another
language. How is this possible?””

Ghebrelul said her father, Amine, worked as a
transportation counselor at LRC Stuttgart for several
years, assisting Service Members and their families
with their household goods shipments and working
with the transportation providers to ensure deliveries
and pickups were on time and in good order.

That’s not far off from what Ghebrelul is doing
now. Also at LRC Stuttgart working in transportation,
Ghebrelul is responsible for contractual oversight
of two SATO offices in Stuttgart. She and a fellow
coworker oversee eight SATO contractors, helping
to ensure Service Members and their families in

Dahlak Ghebrelul at work
with LRC Stuttgart. Photo by

Cameron Porter
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Stuttgart are properly booked on airline flights for
temporary duty travel and permanent change of sta-
tion moves. One SATO office they oversee supports
personnel assigned to U.S. European Command, and
the other supports U.S. Africa Command.

“We manage the annual contracts for SATO. We
work in the same building as them. Daily, we work
closely with both SATO customer service teams, pro-
viding oversight and support as needed,” she said.

“And we help with any needed ‘exception to
policy’ memos. For
example, a family may
need an ETP when fly-

“LRC Stuttgart

IS 48 pe clal ing with their pets,” said

the 28-year-old German
: lace for me local national employee,
because my who recently married

and calls Esslingen am
Neckar, just outside of
Stuttgart, her home.

Thanks mainly to
her dad and his ‘take
your child to work’ resourcefulness, Ghebrelul said
she is very happy to now be an LRC Stuttgart employee,
too. She started at the transportation motor pool in
November of 2021, leaving a few months later to
work at the Stuttgart garrison’s Housing Office.

“But my heart told me LRC Stuttgart is where I
belong,” she said, jumping at the chance to go back
and work there as a plans and operations assistant.
Now back in transportation with over 2.5 years at
LRC Stuttgart, total, Ghebrelul said it feels like home
and the people there feel like family.

“It's just a preference,” said the graduate of
Stuttgart University, who holds a bachelor’s degree in
teaching. “I think sometimes where you started out
has a special place in your heart, and that’s certainly

dad worked
here, t00."

Dahlak Ghebrelul

true for me.”

“We have an awesome team. We always have great
get-togethers and functions. We're just a really great
team that works well together serving the community
and doing our best to provide good customer service
support to our community members,” she said.

LRC Stuttgart, under the 405th Army Field Support Brigade,
provides essential logistics and support services for USAG
Stuttgart, including supply, maintenance, transportation,

and equipment management. It reports to the 405th AFSB,
which is assigned to U.S. Army Sustainment Command and
headquartered in Kaiserslautern, Germany. supporting U.S.
forces in Europe and Africa with logistics and technology
synchronization, and leveraging resources from the U.S. Army
Materiel Command. The brigade provides materiel enterprise
support to U.S. forces throughout Europe and Africa. For more
information on the 405th AFSB and LRC Stuttgart, visit the
Brigade’s official website at www.afsbeurope.army.mil and
official Facebook site at www.facebook.com/405thAF SB.

Amine Ghebrelul (left)
with daughter Dahlak.

' Courtesy photo
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Employee Spotlight

Interviews by Amelia Harris and Bardia Khajenoori
USAG Stuttgart Public Affairs

Michele Friedrich

Management Analyst - Plans, Analysis and Integration Office

ow long have you been in this role, and in federal service?
H I've been with U.S. Army Garrison Stuttgart
since 2022. I have a combined total of 39 years of
military and civilian service and retired from the
Army as a signal officer.

hat are some of your responsibilities?

[ manage several programs: process
improvement, Installation Status Report [ISR; the
Army’s primary reporting tool for installation man-
agement] and readiness reporting, and I'm the
garrison SharePoint administrator [organizational
knowledge management tool].

hat does a typical day look like for you?

[ spend most of my time on the computer
managing the programs and projects. A typical day
is usually from 7 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., with some remote
work and some office work.

H ow do you feel your work impacts the community?

My efforts support our ability to create shared
understanding and the commander’s ability to
understand the garrison’s state of readiness and
make better decisions by having a clearer idea of
where and how some areas could be improved, or
which programs to establish as a best practice.

Photos by Bardia Khajenoori

hat do you find most rewarding about your job?

The ability to live in Europe and the interac-
tion with my fellow co-workers. I got a chance to grow
up in Switzerland and both my parents came from this
area, so living here in Stuttgart is like coming home
for me. Also, the ability to easily travel to almost any
European country within a few hours and experience
a completely different culture is what I like best. To
quote our garrison motto, I'm glad I live here!

hat kind of skills do you think are most essential to
doing well in your jobh?

In the end, what we
do here at U.S. Army

J

\\ Garrison Stuttgart is

all about interactions

« FURNITURE
«RUGS

« JEWELRY

« LIGHTING

« PORCELAIN

« PERIOD MEMENTOS
« ARTWORKS

« WAR MEMORABILIA
« VINTAGE APPAREL

B
AND SO MUCH MORE! Y

Detra Antiques
T Sol 12OM g s

WE SPECIALIZE IN:
ANTIQUE RE-UPHOLSTERY « ANTIQUE RESTORATION

with people, so, peo-
ple skills are what will
make you successful.
But it also helps to be
able to think critically
and analyze problems
so that you can pro-
vide effective solutions
to leadership for deci-
sion-making.

H ow would you sum-
marize your person-

ality in one sentence?
Quirky, but can be
serious if needed.

COME AND VISIT US!
ENJOY A ONE OF A KIND TOUR IN OUR VAST ANTIQUES SHOWROOM

‘Interviews have been edited

WETTGASSE 12 « 71101 SCHONAICH
07031-651549 MOBILE 0178 77 700 76

for length and clarity."
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Dimitrij “Mita” Troup
Supervisory Program

Specialist - Child & Youth
Services (Kelley CDC Il)

hat is your role?

I'm basically
the liaison between all
the caregivers/rooms
and management, which
means I'm partially in
the rooms but also have
management duties.

ow long have you been
H working in it?

I've been working in childcare since 1991, and for
Stuttgart Child & Youth Services (CYS) since 2013, in
almost every one of our facilities and programs.

hat does a typical day look like for you?

[Laughs] There is no ‘typical’ day in child-
care, but it depends on whether you have opening or
closing shifts. Throughout the day, I make sure that
everyone is being taken care of: that caregivers can
take their breaks, that the children are taken care of
and that their rooms are within [child-to-caregiver]
ratio, and checking staff/task lists.

Huw do you feel your work impacts the community?

Early childhood care is very important because
you want to be sure that your kids are in a safe environ-
ment, that they're striving and continuing with their
development. I think Stuttgart [CYS] especially has very
good facilities, staff, and management, and we’re always
here for each other and the community.

hat do you find most fulfilling about your work?
Working with kids and learning every day: both
the kids and myself. There’s no day that I don’t walk out
and haven’t seen or heard something new. I'm an edu-
cator, and if I help a child emotionally or intellectually,
I see myself as a scaffolder, where I'm there to support
them in achieving something for themselves.

hat kinds of skills do you think are most essential to
doing well in your job?

There are a lot, but I think the most important
skills are being observant and open. Observant in that
as a caregiver, you have to pay attention and figure
out, “What does that child need? Where are they thriv-
ing? Where are they not thriving so much, so I can
help them?” And openness: when you work with differ-
ent people, you have to be open to different ideas, open
to dialogue and always continuing to learn.

H ow would you summarize your personality in one sen-
tence?
I'm always striving to learn new things.



one UNivVersal
journey, many

valuable moments

Commentary by Amelia Harris
USAG Stuttgart Public Affairs

I've known the military all my life, at least as much as a civilian can. Since I
was little,, my family and I have traveled from place to place whenever we moved on
orders. Suitcases and moving boxes pretty much became my normal. It took some
time to adjust to our new station in Germany, but once I got out of my comfort zone,
[ could explore huge possibilities. And before I knew it, I was hopping on another
plane to experience new places and learn from local customs.

After settling into each new place, my mom is always on her phone, trying to
find the best tickets and tours to another country. She likes to travel and show us
the world, and plans most of our trips herself. They always end up being a blast,
and we make many exciting memories together.

One of my earliest trips abroad after moving into our house was to Belgium. I
traveled to Brussels with my family just months after we moved. The main high-
lights of our trip were the Atomium and Mini-Europe (the waffles and chocolate
were honorable mentions). While the Atomium exhibition had much grandeur
inside and out, Mini-Europe was much smaller, yet very detailed. Moving scale
models of famous landmarks from every European country were there, like the
Eiffel Tower of France and the biennial Flower Carpet in Belgium, as well as
lesser-known places such as tiny Malta and Luxembourg. Little did I know that
most of those places were locations I would end up seeing in real life. But what
is remarkable about the countries represented is how well they come together.
Many of these nations used to have conflicts with each other, but now they are
making great progress as part of one coherent union. Community and commu-
nication are important because solid relationships can help us accomplish more
than we realize.

A sense of unity isn't limited to Europe; other countries also work well with
others, inside and outside their community. India, for example, has ties with sev-
eral countries with diverse cultures and, as a result, adopted some of the cultural
traditions of its partners. During my trip there, I was happy when I got to donate
supplies and Holi powder to kids in Maher as part of my service project. They
knew everyone around them and were very close friends. And inside the various
ethnic groups, everyone was respectful to everyone. Drivers were always careful
to avoid hitting anything on the crowded streets, whether it was another driver or
someone leading an animal through the road.

My impression was that the locals look after stray pets and livestock well, espe-
cially cows. They care for so many cattle that India has the largest population of
them in the world - that’s a lot of mooing lawnmowers! A key aspect of several
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Camel trekking in Morroco in 2023.

Smiling for a photo after taking part in a Holi celebration in Pune, India, earlier in 2024.

local religions is not harming others, and the slaughter of cows is banned because
they are considered sacred. This is similar to cats in Egypt, as in ancient history,
Egyptians thought cats were magical creatures - the embodiments of gods. I saw
everyone from restaurant owners to regular people feed and pet them as I walked
past them. Different societies have integrated longstanding religious and cultural
beliefs into legal protections against the mistreatment of certain animals. These
traditions were spread hundreds and even thousands of years ago by courageous
believers, and I think we all can spread peace likewise.

All in all, these moments were worth the hassle of getting up early and running
to catch flights. Each land was another culture shock and piece of history. It doesn’t
mean [ would go somewhere every weekend like my mom, but I still want to take
something away each time. When I move back to my American comforts, I promise
that my suitcase wheels will be raring once again, and I will take with me the lessons
and kindness I have learned on my travels. Until then, I'm glad I live here!

Amelia Harris is a summer hire assigned to the USAG Stuttgart Public Affairs Office. She is a 2024
graduate of Stuttgart High School and will attend Howard University in the fall.

Party and
Catering-

Take away

Lunch Special
(Mo - Fri)

authentic

indian cuisine

STUTTGART Pforzheimer Str. 309 - Phone 0711-88 94 306
ECHTERDINGEN Esslinger Str. 11 - Phone 0711-99 76 38 16
LEONBERG Leonberger Str. 97 - Phone 07152-90 32 32

Hours: 12.00 - 14.30 and 17.30 — 23.00
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By Balmina Sehra
USAG Stuttgart Public Affairs

Living in Germany offers a great chance to
immerse oneself in its vibrant culture and rich
history, even if some of these experiences may
seem a little quirky to outsiders. “Broom res-
taurants,” or Besenwirtschaften, may fall into
that category.

Besenwirtschaft rules allow winegrowers to
serve their self-produced wines and simple,
homemade food without needing a standard
restaurant license. A typical characteristic of
a true Besenwirtschaft is its short operating
season, typically twice a year (spring and fall)
between 14-16 weeks. The term itself derives
from the traditional brushwood broom (besen)
placed at the entrance of an establishment to
indicate being open for the season.

Besen66, located along the Neue Weinsteige
in Stuttgart, opened in 2006 as a way for the
building’s then-owner, a fashion designer, to
help her partner sell wine made from vine-
yards he had purchased, according to the
Stuttgarter Nachrichten.

It was renovated using pieces from an old
church in Austria, giving it an antique and
cozy feeling, which is a common ambiance that
many Besenwirtschaften aim to create.

“We have a confessional, seats, and bench-
es. It makes the whole atmosphere nicer and
more comfortable,” said manager Achim
Feierabend in an interview with the Citizen.

“You can only sell your homemade prod-
ucts; nothing commercial. In our establish-
ment, we sell our wine, and homemade grape
and apple juice spritzers (known in Germany
as schorle),” said Feierabend.

There are specific regulations regarding
the types of food that can be offered at a

X Close to Ramstein Air Base

VAT Forms Accepted
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

All rooms newly renovated
and air conditioned

Jessica Sancassani

Auf der Pirsch 4
@ 66877 Ramstein-Miesenbach
O Tel. 0637196 550

Fax 0637196 55 50

© www.hotel-europa-ramstein.com
® info@hotel-europa-ramstein.com
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Basic, traditional food and a cozy atmosphere are halimarks of an authentic Besenwirtschaft. Courtesy photos from Besen86

Besenwirtschaft to ensure that it retains its name.

“Traditionally, you are only allowed to serve
mostly cold food, so if you use your imagination,
you can create some simple but delicious meals,”
Feierabend said.

Amanda Black, an American living in the Stuttgart
area for around three years, was initially intimidated
when hearing about this particularly German cultural
experience through her neighbor, but eventually fell

in love with the entire
experience.

“My husband and I
love that farm-to-table
vibe that a lot of tav-
erns and besens tend
to have, and what we
love about besens is
that these people real-
ly show pride in their
product,” Black said.
“You really get a feel-
ing of what they put
their life’s work into.”

Space is tight, but
that’s half the charm:
it creates a sense of

“You can only sell your
homemade products; noth-
ing commercial.”

Achim Feierabend

community and coziness sitting together and mak-
ing friends with strangers you have been seated with.
“For a first-time visitor, I would suggest mak-
ing sure that they have room for you before going,
especially when going with a large group. You have
to adopt 2 more community kind of mindset, since
most times you won’t have individual seatings,”

Black said.
“Make sure to listen to people’s recommenda-
tions, and put yourself

out there,” she added.
“What do you have to
lose?”

What truly makes
a Besenwirtschaft a
unique experience is
the atmosphere and
communal  seating,
allowing new connec-
tions to be made every
evening during the season, while the owners simply
observe the magic as it unfolds.

“Throughout the years, I've been able to witness
the connections people have made during an evening
here. You learn how to matchmake and seat different
people together who you think may get along,” said
Feierabend. “It’s fun to watch them become friends.
Sometimes you hear that they’ve become so close,
they went on holiday together, and then you get to
hear all about their adventures by the next besen
season. It’s truly magical and one of my favorite
parts of this job,” Feierabend said.

The next Besen season will start this fall, you can also visit
https://besen-stuttgart.de/besen-liste/ for a list of all the
Besen that will be open in the coming months. No government
endorsement implied.
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The USO Center is located
on the third floor of Bldg.
2915, Panzer Kaserne. Visit
their Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/
usostuttgart.
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By Dylan Gustafson
USAG Stuttgart Public Affairs

Since 2022, USO Stuttgart has hosted “Taste of the World” events in their center
on Panzer Kaserne. What started as a small party for volunteers hosted by center
Operations Manager Priya Munagala has evolved into a series of quarterly events
that excite the community and showcase varied global cuisines — all at no cost to
attendees.

“The ‘Taste of the World’ program is aimed at bringing cultural experiences
to the community through food,” Munagala said. “What really kicked it off was
my mom visiting, and I always talk about how great her food is to our volun-
teers, so they asked, ‘when do we get to come over and taste it?” |dalia Leza showcases

She received no objection from her mother, Usha (also known as some of her homemade
‘Mamagala’), whom she described as “one of those people who, if you come to food at her Brazilian
the house, will feed you — whether you’re hungry or not. She likes to see people
enjoying her food, so, for her, it’s just a joy.”

Priya herself was also excited to introduce South Indian cuisine to the
group, since she says most local Indian restaurants have a northern influence.
Simply describing differences between the regional styles can be difficult, so
“this way, people get to experience it for themselves,” she said. “Then we had
volunteers interested in cooking their own cultural foods, and it just went
from there.”

Idalia Leza has been one of those volunteer chefs, preparing dishes from
her native Brazil.

“I got involved because I work right in this building and would like to share
my cuisine with others,” said the garrison postal employee, who developed a
menu balancing traditional popularity with cost.

The “Brazilian Bites” included feijoada (a black bean and meat stew often
described as Brazil’s national dish), farofa (a traditional side dish of toasted
cassava), and beijinho (sweet, bite-sized balls made with coconut).

Leza recalled the experience of talking, laughing, and cooking with other
volunteers who assisted her in preparing the dishes. “I even got my husband to
come over and help,” she said with a laugh.

In addition to South India and Brazil, the ‘Taste of the World’ program has
so far featured Filipino, Balkan, Swedish, and Caribbean cuisines.

As with all USO-sponsored events, participation is free, which center vol-
unteers Josiah Georgia and Cheryl Fultz acknowledged was helpful in drawing
them in.

“I hesitate to pay for new food; when it’s free, 'm much more open to trying
it,” Fultz said. “It opens me up to foreign culture and history and generates a
social environment, and I appreciate that.”

Georgia also took away more than Brazilian flavors from his experience, I AVINng anda Stre B -
explaining that a culture’s food tells him a lot about pride and dedication. 4. Exclusive pe ks and unac '“"ﬁlsed di'scﬁunts* (

“Food is obviously a great unifier and something we can all bond over,” _Professio dvice and sup Ml i 58 o
Munagala said, inviting community members who haven't yet taken part to stop by -
in the future. “We're getting to explore food that’s not readily available locally,” and
at the same time balancing concerns around novelty with the familiar confines of
the USO, she said.

‘Taste of the World’
events are advertised
on the USO Stuttgart
Facebook page and
in the center. Food is

Dersonalized service at no cost' *‘f‘\ f
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Contact Paulette & Todd Poynter
at 0160-555-9737 or DreamGetaways4You.com

& Priya Munagala poses with | available while sup- , @5 @
Usha (Mamagala) lies last. Whil ol s R,

mom Usha (Mamagala') at plies  1ast. e a Veteran-owned travel advisors specializing in ocean and river cruises, hr“gﬁ:“_h“g"
her second hosting of a speciﬁc date isn’t yet all-inclusive resorts, hotels, and land tours. :%"jwm;';}"f_
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“'{ 5 i World' event. calendars for Mexican
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USAG Stuttgart Family and MWR:

Summer Fun & Fall Excitement at MWR Events

By Nano Betts
USAG Stuttgart Family and MWR

Stuttgart Family & MWR brings you another line-up
of exciting events this summer and fall. Prepare to fill
up your calendar with a line-up of community-wide
events and happenings that will bring loads of joy, help
build resilience, get creative and guarantee you and
your family say, “I'm glad | live here.”

GOLF CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP
AUGUST 23-25

Calling all golf enthusiasts! It’s that time of year
again when we gather for the highly anticipated annual
Club Championship at the picturesque Stuttgart Golf
Course. This thrilling tournament will determine the
Club Champion, so bring your A-game and get ready
for some fierce competition! The Club Champion will be
determined by the 36-hole low gross score. Participants
will play in the Championship Flight, competing from
the white tees. This flight is designed for avid or regular
golfers with a handicap of 28 or less. Entry Fee is $65
for Stuttgart Golf Course members and $95 for US ID
cardholders. Register for both events in person at the pro
shop or over the phone.

Where: Stuttgart Golf Course, Aldinger Str.

975, Kornwestheim.

Contact: CIV 0714-187-9150.

C.A.R.E. FAIR
SEPTEMBER 7, 10 A.M.-2 P.M.

Get ready for the most informative and impactful
event of the year! The Annual Community Activities
Registration Education (C.A.R.E.) Fair is coming back,

bringing together dozens of government agencies, clubs,
private organizations and home-based businesses that
work to build connection and inclusiveness.

“C.A.R.E. Fair aims to inform and educate all mem-
bers of our community about valuable resources that
are here to enrich their lives and experiences,” said
Stephanie Holets, manager of the Army Community
Service (ACS) Relocation Readiness Program.

From sports clubs to cultural societies, art work-
shops to educational programs, the C.A.R.E. Fair fea-
tures representatives from all kinds of organizations
within USAG Stuttgart, all in one convenient location.
Join us and be a part of the vibrant community that
makes USAG Stuttgart so special!

Where: Building 2915, Panzer Kaserne.

Contact: CIV 09641-70-596-3362.
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RUN TO REMEMBER
SEPTEMBER 7, 8 A.M.

Join the annual “Run to Remember” 5k and half
marathon. The race will start and end on Panzer
Parade Field, and the course will take you through
the Local Training Area. The memorial run serves as
a tribute to Service Members who made the ultimate
sacrifice - “They gave their today for your tomorrow.”

The event is open to ID cardholders. While the
event is pet friendly, the course is not stroller friendly.

Bib pick up and same day registration:
6-7:25 a.m.

Where: Panzer Parade Field, Panzer Kaserne.
Cost: Early Bird: 5k - $20; Half - $35; Same
Day: 5k - $25; Half - $40. T-shirts available
only while supplies last.

Register Aug. 5 - Sept. 4 at any Stuttgart
Fitness Center or on webtrac.mwr.army.mil.
Contact: CIV 09641-70-596-2724.

FALL BAZAAR
SEPTEMBER 26-28, 10 A.M.-7 P.M.
SEPTEMBER 29, 10 A.M.-4 P.M.

Mark your calendars and prepare for the most
exciting 4-day shopping extravaganza of the season
- the Fall Bazaar is bringing some of the finest goods
in Europe directly to USAG Stuttgart! Dozens of diverse
vendors will be showcasing handcrafted treasures and
delicacies from all over the continent.

“Are you looking for unique and exquisite items
for yourself and your home? Or perhaps you need
to get your holiday shopping done early? The Fall
Bazaar is a great a way to find the perfect gift for
yourself, family and loved ones,” said Jasmin Elder,

Family and MWR Recreation Specialist and Event
Coordinator.

Discover unique arts, fashion, décor and so much
more. Expect to shop for cheese, wine, artisanal olive
oil, antiques, furniture, crafts, pottery, kitchenware,

rugs, and memorabilia, just to name a few! Don't
miss this unforgettable opportunity to shop your
heart out and admire diverse arts and crafts. And if
you’re hungry, there will be plenty of delicious food
for sale at the Fall Bazaar.
Where: Bldg. 2917 & 2918, Panzer Kaserne.
Contact: CIV 09641-70-596-3516.

HEART GLOBAL
OCTOBER 4-6

CYS SKIES is bringing back HEART Global to
USAG Stuttgart for a 3-day intensive musical and
performing arts educational workshop for youth. This
dynamic three-day workshop focuses on music and
performing arts education. It brings together students
to learn and showcase their talents in a collaborative
musical concert featuring various music styles, dance
routines, lighting effects, stage design, costumes, and
props. Young participants will engage in an intensive
experience that concludes with an exciting live musi-
cal performance. The Heart Global is a great chance to
meet energetic international members who encourage
artistic growth. If you are a young student looking to
expand your artistic comfort zone, gain self-confi-
dence, build resilience and advance teamwork skills
— then this workshop is for you.

“We have hosted the Heart Global workshop in
the past and the feedback from parents and partici-
pants has been overwhelmingly positive with some
parents even going so far as saying, this has been
a life changing experience for my kid,” shared CYS
SKIES Program Director Samuel Thompson.

Where: Stuttgart High School.

Contact: CIV 09641-70-596-6281.

HARVEST FEST
OCTOBER 5,10
A.M.-2 P.M.

Mark your calendars
for the CYS Fall Harvest
Fest! Expect a day filled
with fall fun and family-
friendly activities, such
as pony rides, pumpkin
painting contest, bounce
houses, robot boxing,
CYS arts and crafts
activities, and exciting
games. This is an event
you and your little ones won’t want to miss, so invite
your friends and family to join in the Harvest Fest
fun! See you there!

Where: Bldg. 2917 & 2918, Panzer Kaserne.

Contact: CIV 09641-70-596-7480.

MOGADISHU MILE
OCTOBER 5, 9 A.M.

Join the USAG Stuttgart community as we honor
those who paid the ultimate sacrifice in the Battle




of Mogadishu, Somalia, a.k.a, Operation Gothic
Serpent, Oct. 3-4, 1993.

The Mogadishu Mile 5k race will take place at
the Local Training Area on Saturday, Oct. 5. You
will complete 4 rounds of 19 Kettlebell Ground-to-
Overheads; 19 weighted Front Squats; 19 weighted
Push-Ups; 400-meter Ruck Runs. You must provide
your own ruck with a minimum weight of 35 Ibs.
Everyone who completes the event will receive a medal to mark their participa-
tion. You won’t want to miss this memorable and challenging event!

Where: Local Training Area, Panzer Kaserne.

Cost: S15.

Register Sept. 16 - Oct. 3 via WebTrac or any Stuttgart Fitness Center.

Slots are limited.

PATCH LIBRARY HALLOWEEN ESCAPE ROOMS
OCTOBER 24-25, 11 A.M.-4:45 P.M.

OCTOBER 26, 10 A.M.-4:45 P.M.

Embrace the thrill of the Halloween season at the Patch Library which brings
back its meticulously set up escape rooms. You and your team will have one hour
to escape from a room by solving a series of puzzles before time runs out. This
year’s working title is “Escape Room for the Recently Departed.” You can draw
your own conclusions as to what to expect.

Because of the scary themes and complex puzzles, these rooms are recom-
mended for teens and adults. The best team sizes are between three and five
people but can include up to six people. The event is free.

“It is a fun, adrenaline-fueled activity for friends and family, but can also be
a fantastic team building exercise. For instance, we're really excited that military
units are starting to utilize us for official training. It is an immersive experi-
ence that challenges people to work together to overcome challenges,” said Steve
Roark, Library Technician.

Where: Patch Library, Patch Barracks (Bldg. 2343)

Registration starts Oct. 1. You can sign up on site or by calling the library.

Contact: CIV 9641-70-596-5232.

GREAT PUMPKIN RUN
OCTOBER 26, 9 A.M.

Prepare for the spooktacular fun at The Great Pumpkin Run - a 5K fun run
that promises to be a hauntingly good time for all participants. Participants of
all fitness levels are welcome, whether you're a seasoned runner or just getting
started. The loop goes through the beautiful woods behind Patch Barracks and
starts and ends in front
of the Patch Fitness
Center. Don’t forget to
don your best Halloween
costume for a chance
to win a thrilling prize!
The participant with the
most outstanding cos-
tume will be awarded
a spine-tingling reward,
so let your imagination
run wild! As an added
treat, registrants receive a complimentary event t-shirt (only while supplies last),
making it a must-have addition to your Halloween wardrobe. Bring your friends,
family, and even your four-legged pals (leashed, of course) to share in the festive
atmosphere. Hurry and secure your spot early to claim your frightfully fabulous
souvenir and a scary good time.

Where: Bldg. 2337, Patch Fitness Center, Patch Barracks.

Cost: Early Bird, Oct. 7-23: $20; Same Day, Oct. 26: $25.

Register via Webtrac or at any USAG Stuttgart Fitness Center.

Contact: CIV 09641-70-596-7136.

HALLOWEEN SPOOK-TACULAR
OCTOBER 31, 4-9 P.M.

Calling all Ghouls & Ghosts! To make the Halloween season even more fun,
the Galaxy Bowling & Entertainment Center is hosting a Halloween party for
a frightfully good time with family and friends! Expect amazing activities like
Scavenger Hunt, Candy & Door prizes and Halloween Trivia! As always, ShaWINGz

will be serving delicious bites and Prost on Post will be open with Spook-tacular
drink specials. And of course, no visit to GBEC can be complete without a game
or two! Enjoy the bowling special of the day: $6 Cosmic Bowling, which includes
shoe rental and 2 games per person.

Where: Bldg. 2998, Panzer Kaserne.

Contact: CIV 07031-15-2719.

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

You can find additional details about all these events and more at www.stuttgart.armymwr.com.
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We are your specialists for:
- Cosmetic Dentistry - Prosthetics
- Implantology - Prophylaxis/Bleaching
- Periodontology

Dr. Petra Bagusche | TRICARE OCONUS Preferred Dentist
Poststral3e 44 | 71032 Béblingen

Phone: 07031-49 88 || | Fax:07031- 49 88 49
E-Mall: dentistry@dr-bagusche.de | www.dr-bagusche.de
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e PACKAGE 1 - legs, Brazilian & armpits.................
e PACKAGE 2 - legs, Brazilian, armpits & arms......€115

e PACKAGE 3 - armpits & Brazilian......................... €60
Aqua facial - 3 treatments...........ccccceeeiiccineeeenneee. €380
Fat Reduction & Laser Hair removal .... VAT form - 19%
Brazilian Lymphdrainage - 6 treatments ............... €550
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Radio Frequency Treatments for Face and Body
(firmness, fat melting, lifting, contouring)
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Modern Aesthetic

Dentistry

Aesthetic Dentistry

« TMJ/Facial Pain Treatment
» Certified Dental Hygienist

Preventive Care and
Periodontal Therapy

e Orthodontics/Invisalign
 Implants
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DR. CHARLES A. SMITH & ASSOCIATES

specialisis lor aesthetic dentistry

Dr. Charles A. Smith DDS, LVIF is an American trained
dentist providing expert dental care with the newest and most
successful techniques to cover all your dental needs. Come see
why patients travel from all over Europe to visit Dr. Smith for
general dental care to smile makeovers. After many successful
years in Heidelberg, Dr. Smith has now opened a second office in
Stuttgart. Please call to schedule your appointment.

Charles-Lindbergh-Str. 11 - 71034 Boblingen

Phone 07031-2056062 - www.boeblingendental.com
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Exploring Stuttgart,
from parks to museums

Story and photos by Bardia Khajenoori
USAG Stuttgart Public Affairs

From modern art to luxury cars and dinosaurs to
local wine, Stuttgart’s museums offer something for
everyone. They're great places to explore anytime,
but especially to escape from rain, snow, or excessive
heat — just not on Mondays, when most are closed.
Numerous parks, green spaces, and scenic vantage
points are also a stone’s throw away. Get to know
Stutgart by visiting some highlights!

City Museum Stuttgart (StadtPalais):

The permanent exhibition at this free museum
tells the story of Stuttgart and its people from the
1700s through the present day. English translations
are abundant. The building itself, centrally located
at Charlottenplatz, was formerly the home of the last
king of Wiirttemberg, and functioned as the city’s
postwar library until 2011,

Hohenheim Gardens and State Arboretum:

The University of Hohenheim, founded on a
basis of agricultural and natural science research,
maintains 74-acres of parks and gardens—including
giant trees and more than 8,000 different species of
plants—Iess than five minutes’ drive (or 30 minutes’
walk) from Kelley Barracks.

Hohenpark Killesberg:

This 123-acre hillside park hosts, between its
numerous grassy lawns, a free-standing observation
tower, swimming pool (freibad), mini train system
(the Killesbergbahn), petting zoo, playgrounds, his-
toric fairground area with antique rides, and more.
Max-Eyth-See:

About ten minutes’ drive from Robinson Barracks,
Stuttgart’s largest lake was created during the canaliza-
tion of the Neckar River in 1935. The rolling hills and
wide open green spaces surrounding it are one of the
area’s most picturesque leisure spots. Boats can be rent-
ed to go on the water, but swimming is not permitted.
Mercedes-Benz Museum:

Covering the development of not only the brand,
but the automobile itself, its nine levels provide

With unique architecture and manicured gardens, animals aren't
the only attraction at Wilhelma.

.--"

plenty of engaging information even for people who
may not normally be interested in a car museum.
Planetarium Stuttgart:

The Planetarium, located next to the main train
station, offers a selection of mostly science and
education-focused presentations, along with music-
related special events. Its website offers schedules,
program descriptions, and appointment information.
Presentations can be simulcast in English.

Porsche Museum:

A striking building directly adjacent to an S-Bahn
station (Neuwirtshaus — Porscheplatz) houses dozens
of Porsche vehicles from all periods of the company’s
history, from early models to modern racecars, with
focus placed on showcasing design and technical
innovation.

Schlossgarten:

Officially divided into three parts, this 600-year-
old park area stretches from Schlossplatz to Bad
Cannstatt, where it meets Rosenstein Park and
continues the “Green U”—a corridor of about five
miles of interconnected parks in the city center. The
“Unterer Schlossgarten” (nearest to the U-Bahn
stops of Stockach, Metzstrasse, and Mineralbader)
has playgrounds, a mini “mountain biking” area
for children, lakes, grilling areas, biergartens, and
tree-covered pathways.

Staatsgalerie:

The collection of the State Gallery spans thou-
sands of works from the fourteenth century to the
present day, with a diverse array of styles. Everything
from Renaissance art to French impressionism and
American pop art can be found within its walls. Entry
to the permanent collection is free on Wednesdays.
Weissenburgpark:

The Bopser U-Bahn stop provides the easiest
transit connection to this park, which is known for
its panoramic viewing platform near an open-air
cafe and historic “Teehaus.” It’s a great spot for a
picnic, but come early if you hope to find a spot on
the lawn ahead of sunset.

Wilhelma:

This zoo and botanical gardens has its origins
as a 19th-century royal bathhouse but is now home
to roughly 1,200 species of animals and 6,000 types
of plants on around 74 acres. It is one of Germany’s
most visited and species-diverse zoos.

This story was adapted from content previously published

in the Stuttgart Citizen. To see the full listings of more than
30 local museums, parks, and palaces - as well as easy day
trips in the region - visit the “Things to Do” menu of the USAG
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- Use your LQA, OHA and other allowances for your own home
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The Staatsgalerie’s home is itself a work of art. Its new building
was tied for fifth in a 2010 survey to find the most important
structures completed in the previous 40 years.

grilling, and More

By Rachael L. Long
USAG Stuttgart Safety Manager

During summer months, extra daylight hours
and warm temperatures encourage us to pack lots
of fun activities into our day. Unfortunately, that can
also mean increased potential for mishaps.

Risk Management (RM) is one tool we can all use
to protect ourselves, friends and family during this time
of year. RM means identifying and assessing hazards to
determine the risk associated with activities. Then, we
must develop and implement controls to make risk deci-
sions. RM is a continuous, never-ending process.

Here are some essential safety tips to keep safe
this summer:

WATER/SPORTS RELATED-ACTIVITIES

 Always swim with a buddy. Never swim alone,
whether at the beach or in a pool.

STAY SAFE THIS SUMMER

a Use Take a

first aid kit

sunscreen

Play in
shaded areas

‘.*"JEEJF
lightweight
clothing
Use insect
repellent

\’ﬂu}ear
sunglasses

Wear a
helmet

AE#"Cii{j
Intense activity
on hot days

[ake breaks

a
HYDRATE! '



e Supervise children closely around water. Wear lifejackets. Take swimming
lessons.

* Beaches, lakes, or pools with lifeguards on duty are the safest places to swim.

* Don’t push yourself beyond your capabilities. Identify hazards and wear
protective gear.

SUN/HEAT SAFETY

* Asalways, stay hydrated. Water is best. Avoid caffeinated or energy drinks.

 During peak sun hours, avoid strenuous outdoor activities, seek shade,
and take frequent breaks to cool down.

* Keep skin covered either with sunscreen or light-weight clothing.

* Use water-resistant, broad-spectrum sunscreen (SPF 30 or higher). Apply
every 2 hours.

 Monitor the UV index. Wear wide-brimmed hats and sunglasses with UV
protection.

GRILLING

* Always use grills outdoors in well-ventilated areas at least ten feet away
from houses, trees, and deck railings. Keep children and pets at least
three feet away from the grill.

* Keep grills clean. Use gloves, long handled utensils, and have a fire
extinguisher handy.

* Ensure the grill is on a flat, level surface. Don’t leave the grill unattended
when in use.

* If using charcoal, let the coals cool completely before disposing in a
metal container.

* For propane grills, ensure the lid is open before lighting. Check gas grills
for leaks before use (see more on this below).

PROPANE TANKS

* Place and secure tanks on a firm, non-combustible base, away from exces-
sive heat.

* Recognize the smell. For safety reasons, propane has a smell to make leaks
noticeable.

* Check the cylinder for leaks. Apply soapy water to the propane tank’s
cylinder valve and regulator outlet of the grill/appliance. Next, slowly
open the cylinder valve. Bubbles will form if there is a leak. If a leak is
confirmed and there is no flame, immediately close the valve. If the leak
stops, get the tank serviced by a professional before using it again.

ALCOHOL
* Be aware that alcohol increases risk of heat illness. Hydrate between drinks.
* Eat a meal before drinking. Pace yourself. Don’t drink too much, too quickly.
* Be responsible. Don’t drink and drive! Plan for a sober ride home.
* Check out the USAG Stuttgart Mobile App “Get Around” button for links to
local regional transportation options, including the SSB app and VVS app.

DRIVING/TRAVEL

* Wear seatbelts. Observe speed limits. Never drive drunk or drowsy.

* Avoid distractions, put down the phone, and double check blind spots.

* Share the road. Always look twice for motorcycles!

* Motorcyclists: wear properly fitted, high-visibility personal protective
equipment (PPE).

* Share travel plans. Check in often. Be aware of your surroundings.

 Ensure vehicles are mechanically sound before traveling (oil, brakes,
tires, etc.).

* Check emergency supplies. Emergency kits should be updated seasonally.

TICK-BORNE DISEASE PREVENTION

* Know where to expect ticks. Avoid tall grass and vegetation. If unavoid-
able, minimize areas of exposed skin by wearing long-sleeved shirts,

long pants, boots and hats. Tuck in shirts, tuck pants into socks, and
wear close-toed shoes.

* Treat clothing and gear with products containing 0.5% permethrin.

* Use EPA-registered repellents for additional protection. Follow product
instructions.

* Check family and pets frequently for ticks. Any ticks that are found should
be removed.

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

While we enjoy these fun days of summer, don't forget to recognize the hazards associated with
off-duty activities. Get out there and enjoy the warmer weather and have fun with family and
friends. But do it safely! Use risk management to keep safe.

LEGAL
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Developmental assignments help employees enhance and advance their careers

By Balmina Sehra
USAG Stuttgart Public Affairs

[t can be daunting to step into the unknown when
changing jobs as it is uncertain whether or not the
new job and professional environment will match well
with the employees’ skills and interests. Additionally,
individuals may feel hindered due to lacking qualifi-
cations or experience in their desired field.

Luckily, Installation Management Command
(IMCOM) and U.S. Army Garrison Stuttgart offer oppor-
tunities for employees to pursue developmental assign-
ments in another directorate, garrison, or IMCOM
region or headquarters element for up to 90 days.
Opportunities vary based on funding, availability of
positions, and the individual’s needs and capabilities.

Andrew Munsterman, who heads the Army
Substance Abuse Program (ASAP) at USAG Wiesbaden,
recently concluded a developmental assignment in the
area of Workforce Development for the USAG Stuttgart
Directorate of Human Resources. Part of his work
involved improving knowledge of the program that
brought him here.

“I was able to work on building a SharePoint site,
creating webinars, and public speaking,” he said.
“One of my main projects was building a resource
that people could use and find out ways to measure
and market that workforce development program.”

“You can do a developmental anywhere, meaning
you could go ahead and see another part of Europe
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if you wanted to. Of course, sometimes this can be
something that deters people from wanting to do
one, especially if they have other commitments, such
as children,” said Munsterman.

In those cases, a local developmental opportunity
working in a different directorate within the same
organization, may work better.

Joshua Merrill, a budget analyst in USAG
Stuttgart’s Resource Management Office, applied for
his current position after several months serving in
the same role on a developmental assignment. He
believes it helped him stand out.

“It can be harder to compete if you have no experi-
ence, or in my case, access to certain programs,” Merrill
said. “In my job, gaining this access can take months,
s0 because I was able to get some done during my DAP, it
made it easier for me to compete for the job in the end.”

Even fully remote opportunities may be available,
as garrison Plans, Analysis and Integration Office
Chief Jeremy Thompson experienced.

Thompson was assigned to the Army Materiel
Command for his developmental opportunity, dur-
ing which he was tasked with building a security,
education, training, and awareness program for the
Organic Industrial Base (OIB) and earned an acqui-
sition certificate.

His assignment led him not only to grow his
skills, but helped him gain a deeper understanding
of senior organizational leadership.

“Every week, 1 was briefing three-star gener-

als, Senior Executive Service (SES) members,” said
Thompson, who was also able to sit in on executive-
level meetings almost daily. “Being there and listening
to the discussions they had really was exciting and
made an impact on my view of how things are run and
decided at higher levels.”

“I enjoy the fact that this program emphasizes
growth and development for the individual. To me,
it shows that the Army has a very progressive educa-
tional process to afford opportunities that ensure the
individual can grow in their field or even beyond that.”

Munsterman encourages IMCOM civilian employ-
ees, including local nationals, to pursue a developmen-
tal assignment opportunity (DAO) if they are interested
in one. But it’s not just the employee who can take
something away from a developmental assignment —
their home and temporary organizations benefit too.
“It demonstrates that an employee is not afraid to get
out of their comfort zone and is willing to learn new
things. It also helps the organization you're going to
because you bring a diverse perspective, and you learn
how another base, command, or section works so you
can bring ideas back to your team. So, you're able to
observe and learn different processes, provide yourself
a challenge, and learn new skills,” Munsterman said.

Garrison employees interested in developmental
assignments can visit the IMCOM SharePoint portal
for a list of available opportunities or contact Michael
Roach, USAG Stuttgart Workforce Development
Specialist.
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Sandra Brown

“Last week | went to Crete,
Greece. My favorite part

of being there was the

food, and the people. | also
enjoyed the beaches, the
weather was perfect for nice
beach walks and it was very
refreshing for me.”

Charlotte Ross Natalie Cuic Isabella Mannings

‘| went cliff jumping in “I finished a trading course ‘| took a 14 hour flight to Seoul,

Sardinia last year!” online and started earning | did lots of walking, visiting
some money.” landmarks and military bases.”

Felix Rodriguez

‘I went to Peru for 2 weeks. |
explored Lima, tried the food
and saw some of the culture
there. | even took a cooking
class on how to make ceviche.
| also learned how to make a
pisco sour!”

Maxx Godsey

‘I just got back from
Amsterdam. | spent time vis-
iting the Van Gogh museum
and Otterlo as well. Otterlo
has one of the Netherland's
largest national parks, as
well as the world’s second
largest collection of Van
Gogh paintings.”

Cade Edwards Stephen Moss

‘I went bungee jumping in ‘| moved to Stuttgart 3 days

New Zealand, it's more fun ago.”

after you jump off.” Graphic by Maliflower73/Shutterstock.com
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