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203rd Thunder Corps Public Affairs Office

As the commander of the 203rd Thunder
Corps, | would like to extend a message of
congratulations to the president, the chief of
all security organizations, and the Ministry
of Defense chief of staff, along with all the
servicemembers of Afghan National Army as
we celebrate the 90th Independence Day of
Afghanistan.

| would like to extend my congratulations to all
units of 203rd Thunder Corps and express my
gratitude for your spirited work that has made
this 90th Independence Day of Afghanistan a
reality. | hope that you will pass my thanks on
to the brave people of Afghanistan. Let them
know we want happiness, goodness, stability
and successes in all affairs for all our Afghan
citizens. Let this be on your minds as we
participate in the upcoming second round of
parliamentary elections.

| have no doubt that all security organizations,
including 203rd Thunder Corps will be doing
their very best, in conjunction with other
security organizations, to provide security to
our country and to our dear people during this
challenging time.

| further expect that all units of 203rd Thunder
Corps will be impartial in the second round
of elections, in addition to providing good
security for candidates and voters. Units of
203rd Thunder Corps will help to create a free
environment, to assure the people residing
in Regional Command East that we are well
prepared for the challenges this election will
bring.

Once again, | would like to congratulate the
203rd Thunder Corps troops on the coming
90th Independence Day of Afghanistan. |
hope you will extend my well-wishing to all
Afghanistan people. | wish you the best in all
affairs in life and Allah bless everyone.

With Regards,

203rd Thunder Corps Commander
Maj. Gen. Abdul Khaliq

THUNDER AUGUST 2010

(S8 al

Sl opeSasigh Caulia 4y 4SS ol
) Gl a4y edS P 213 il
S 18 o) Glailagd sy sgad
Omgudac plosa (o198 il sl la glia
POldlad) g bl il 4BlS 5 e (99

O )8 Canliady Hasi Y o ¥ (5 93 )1 J 8 O suia
O Alaraa ) o3S JDNEG ala yia) Kl s
Lad Hgas 4o ) Glasd S Gl y S L0
Ll ) 58 a3 ye 48 1S 4y L (33,5l )y (Ll
1o e sl gliva s Cudd e 5 4dls apasi Gl
AS OsS) aila 1A Hde Gge 4 Sl el
el agd ed LA ailinl o L Ladl ad je
@l g caltla g SUE e ¢ digh ) E 48 e
B glay oa b Gaw adlae ) e oYY
G35 Jf Ghiswiay sad i Cuaal Ly il
el G s by solSar jo o YT
paay e ohy JWB 0 1) s opha ally
JJ.’BY~Y‘ LS_SJJ\ d_,é u\.}_}u.\AAS e\ O...\ALA_J..IJ\J
LA Al 5 )y (Aol Jada lila lal o by
8351 (L ad pe Cwedd 0 Jln sy OIS L
DS B sia ) ) (el i Liad
Aie) b ale )8 o jlal 2 Jlusse aa) B LS a3 ye 4
I Al yiad K s R Hb Cua i )
aiglad ) 4 Cuigdy Sou Ll 4l S
al ) (Sai ) liilad) an ye 488 5 Ladi (51 Jladia
edbad Ll Jlaie a3 o8 L 51 1 caaleas Ly

ol il

Ja.'ﬂYd‘ L;jq)\djsu\mu}é

Yoo AYAR el un

v

2

LSS ) ) 8

G opS Ja ) el Ay 455385 J 53

055080 (5 sSus gBla e gy i 533( 1 9 0)

Sl AD 95 e i (5 pdan

A ) s slgal8 4y

6 Shral Saidia S g sl ) g Ad by AT Jaud (5 9
Sl Al cilules L

Byt 9yl ypuud Aord 0 93

Contents
Congratulations pg. 3
91 Years Ago pg.4
Report from Paktika Pg-5
Assuring Election Security. pg. 6-7
195 New NCOs Take Oath pg. 8
Human Rights Training pPg- 9
ANA has Great Leaders pg. 10-11
Attention to a New Afghan Generation pg. 12
Operation Thunder Stone pg. 13
The Soldiers’ Moment pg. 14-15

: L 7Y
J.\..\SY~YJJJ‘J‘9§UJ\J&JQISJ\

(YFA9): g U Sl
VFAS Jlw a7 s (F):dadesa o)) Ladi

D dssma el cal
K33 IS ol Jlg 80

159 e (yglaa
oS adl g ¢y 98

VYRR OA: el o e
Y AYENEY P Shand o jladi
Saatgul.hotak@mod.gov.af: e« Jal

1015 9 Japas

(A by) gl Jady
(LS 83) 2aaa i Jary
1015 9 Japas

((4us) Omdls Jan

S ki Ja

EHE U
(Lhda) A Crand
(sova ) 4 qad

Thunder Staff

203rd Thunder Corps Staff
August 2010
Vol. 1, No. 4

203rd Chief of Public Affairs
Col. Saat Gul Hotak
Contact # 932020036, Saatgul.hotak@mod.gov.af

304th Public Affairs Det. Commander
Capt. William Geddes
Contact # 0789691687

Senior Layout Editor
Sgt. Abdul Raouf Wafa Zazai
sgt sheer mohammad

Assistant Layout Editors
Sgt. Troy P. Johnson
Sgt. Spencer Case

Linguists
Qismat Ullah Haqyaar
Zabeeullah Haidary

¢ 59 ol ARh Cliadlad) 3 A A el g5 Laly GiulaB) 3 555 IS a5 Y AY S 5 AS OIS 55 VAN E AL (VAN 0 (il 3 Y0 1A - YARY (ea ) sddn) O AN Gl 3
Olal ‘éjL.GJ_é*ﬁd}g&%é\#ddﬁuﬁﬁ\4453'5gM%J\ém@Cﬂj&glﬂ)ﬂﬂﬂ\}l@i}gg‘dﬁj‘\s4\3{&“01}{)5&'\})&4—4@#4@;}5};*) AR AR TIPS
35 O1osd $siot 55l 51 (S smaly (5 lan ot 52 3 (S S Ay Clikladl 3 A gIA g CuasSa 3 A Y
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from 1919 to 1929 first as Amir and after 1926 as Shah. He led Afghanistan to independence over its foreign affairs from the United
Kingdom and his rule was marked by dramatic political and social change.
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203rd Thunder Corps Public Affairs Office

Representatives of 203rd Thunder Corps visited
their units in six districts of Paktika province on
behalf of 203rd Thunder Corps by order of 203rd
Corps Commander Maj. Gen. Abdul Khalig.

Brig. Gen. Abdul Raouf (Muhtaj), 203rd Thunder
Corps chief of staff, visited Khairkot, Orgun,
Zeruk, Gomal, Lwara, and Qayaan districts of
Paktika province to see their units, officers, non-
comissioned officers, and soldiers.

The reason of his visit was to see the check
points of 2nd Brigade and their kandaks.

He wanted to explain to them about better
security, suitability, government, and education.
Additionally, he wanted to explain to them how
to fight the enemies of Afghanistan. Strong
administration and problem-solving would lead
them on the right path, he said.

During his visit, the commander of 2nd Brigade
in Sharana briefed the 203rd Thunder Corps
Chief of Staff Brig. Gen. Abdul Raouf ( Muhtaj)
explaining the challenges they were facing. At
the end of the briefing, the chief of staff discussed
solutions and gave them ideas about how to
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91Years Ago

203rd Thunder Corps Public Affairs Office

Ninety-one years ago, brave and patriotic
Afghans were armed for patriotism under the
leadership of King Ghazi (warrior of the faith)
Amanullah Khan to fight against the United
Kindom’s occupying forces.

By their effort the banner of independence was
raised across Afghanistan.

Across the country Afghans sacrificed
themselves for national independence and
autonomy. In this fighting, the British occupying
forces were defeated and were forced to push
back.

After Solar Year 1298, (Aug. 19,1919) the
British officials recognized Afghanistan as an
independent country and Afghanistan regained
her national independence and autonomy.

Now Afghanistan is a developing, independent
nation. Afghan National Security Forces are
working towards their own goals, such as peace
and prosperity.

Today, the Afghan people celebrate the 91
years of independence in the upcoming festival.
After one month, the second round of
parliamentary elections will take place.

The 203rd Thunder Corps units and Coalition
Forces have been able ensure better security for
this coming parliamentary election.

May the independent spirit of Afghanistan live
on!
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the great people of Khowst province that they
can take part in the election with no fear from the
enemy. He also explained that before election
the ANSF would conduct an operation to clear
the area from militants and we will make sure
everything goes as planned.

Then the 2nd Brigade Commander Col. Zamrai
also gave his briefing about the security in
Paktika province.

“We will conduct operations in our area to clear
out the militant,” Zamrai said. “We will destroy
their bases and we know where they are at we
were working on that for a long time now we find
out their location. All we need now is to conduct
an operation in their area to clear the area from
militants, so you should go out and vote without
fear.”

Then the 3rd Brigade Commander, Brig. Gen.
Rajab Ali, briefed about security in Ghazni
province. He stated that security problems are
more pronounced in Ghazni province than in
other provinces in the country.

“We need to work hard to clear the area and
assure people of Ghazni to vote with no fear
from enemies,” he said. “We also need to
conduct some operations in our area and we
are already conducting some operations. The
Afghan National Army will stay impartial in this
second round of parliamentary elections.”

The 4th Brigade 1st Kandak Commander Lt.
Col. Turylai give his briefing next.

“We are well prepared for the second round
of parliamentary election in Logar province
and Kharwur, Charkh and Barakibarg district,”
Turylai said. “We will make sure that everything
goes as we have planned for the second round
of parliamentary elections. We will work very
close with Afghan National Police and Coalition
Forces for better security in the second round
of parliamentary elections so that we don’t have
any problems

Other ANSF leaders came forward to give
similar assurances to the Afghan people.

The meeting ended when Khalig issued
orders and told the ANSF troops that the top
priority would be security, peace and not letting
the enemy to get intervene in the election and
happiness of our people.
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Assuring Election
security

203rd Thunder Corps Public Affairs Office

The 203rd Thunder Corps Commander, Maj.
Gen. Abdul Khalig held a meeting with all military
officials from RC East to provide better security
in the 203rd Thunder Corps area of operations
for the second round of parliamentary elections.

The meeting included the following attendees:
Maj. Gen. Abdul Khaliq, Maj. Gen. Abdul
Fatah, Maj. Gen. Nabi Jaan, Deputy Corps
Commander Brig. Gen. Mohammed Akbar,
and Combined Joint Task Force-101 Deputy
Commander U.S. Army Brig. Gen. Stephen
Townsend, Independent Election Commission
Chief Najeebullah Ahmadzai , 203rd Corps 1st
Brigade Commander Mohammed Asrar, 2nd
Brigade Commander Col. Zamary, 3rd Brigade
Commander Brig. Gen. Rajab Ali, 4th Brigade 1st
Kandak Commander Turyali Khan and officers
from 203rd Thunder Corps.

The meeting started with reading of some
verses of the Holy Qur’an and then words from
the commander of 1st Brigade about the need for
better security in Khowst province. He also said
that the Afghan National Army, Afghan National
Police, Afghan Border Police and Coalition
Forces would do well to prepare for the second
round of parliamentary elections. He gave an
explanation about how ANSF planned to assure
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203rd Human Rights
Training

203rd Thunder Corps Public Affairs Office

The 203rd Thunder Corps repsentataives held a
conference about human rights and humanitarian
law with the help of United Nations Assistance
Mission in Afghanisan in Regional Command
East.

The conference was held at the 203rd Thunder
Corps Headquarters at Forward Operating Base
Thunder. Officers from the 203rd Thunder Corps
was invited for the conference and chief of Miss
Marguerite Roy and Chief of Human Rights Mr.
Afzali were also invited.

The conference started with the reading of
some verses of the Holy Qur'an and then the
203rd Thunder Corps Commander Maj. Gen.
Abdul Khaliq briefly spoke about the conference.

“We need these types of seminars in RC East
and throughout Afghanistan so we know about
the humanitarian law and know the peoples
rights as well as our own rights and when we
are conducting operations or we are going on
mission what steps we need to take.”

He wentontosaythatthese types of conferences
are very valuable.

“It is important for our units that our officers gain
more knowledge about humanitarian law,” said
Khaliq.

The conference lasted three days.
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199 New NGOs Take Oath

203rd Thunder Corps Public Affairs Office

About 195 Soldiers from the 203rd Thunder
Corps units joined the Afghan National Army
non-commissioned officer corps after completing
the Training Kandak team leader course.

The troops received certificates from the
Training Kandak during a graduation ceremony
on the Training Kandak grounds.

Training Kandak Commander Col. Mohammed
Asif (Sabouri) was among the dignitaries who
attended the ceremony. Following the reading of
some verses of the Holy Qur’an, Sabouri briefly
spoke to congratulate the graduating class.

£l am very happy that you successfully finished
your training and | want you guys to share your
/experience with your fellow Soldiers,” he said to
‘the new team leaders. “| hope that one day we
will have an army. like the developed countries
have. That way, if we face any problems we
‘can handle them-—we can ﬁght for our land and

have the capablllty to destroy the enemy onour

own, without the help of others. The new tactics
that you learned (are valuable) SO keep them
for future when you need to use them. At that
time, | want you to takeadvantage of thls golden
_chance that you have rlght now (to serve your
country).”

Following Sabouri’s words he handed the
certificates to the Soldiers.
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in the Marjah offensive (Operation Mushtarak) in
Helmand province to provide better security and
to destroy enemy strongholds there. Tarakheil’s
willingness to receive orders—and his troops’
willingness to carry them out—bring honor to
2nd Kandak, 1st Brigade and the entire 203rd
Thunder Corps.

Tarakheil said that while his unit was stationed
south of Marjah, his troops combined with other
security forces for operations. His Soldiers
always had good communications with the other
security forces which enabled them to do their job
professionally. They made an impact against the
enemy, destroying the enemy’s heroin factory as
well as weapons, munitions, and IED factories.

Over the course of their time in Marjah, they
disrupted about 4,000 IEDs that the enemies of
Afghanistan wanted to use against Afghan forces
and people.

Tarakheil’'s kandak was the first to achieve the
prestigious national Three Colors of Our Nation
award.

The troops of 2nd Kandak, 1st Brigade, 203rd
Thunder Corps are continuing to fulfill their
duties in their area of responsibility, which spans
Gurbuz district, Tani district, and city of Khowst in
Khowst province. They continue to be excellent
in carrying out their duties.

| encourage all of you to follow the example of
Lt. Col. Ghulam Farooq (Tarakheil) and his brave
troops. Together we will see a future of hope and
prosperity for Afghanistan.

RLKI

Cllee )3 (S )5 5 sla A 5S) e 03 O )l
u\.}.u.i\.d\ ‘_AAJJJ\ Lg‘).\i‘)‘u‘\sm 4;)\.‘\45‘)‘).1
u.\;.ngJ JJJJJJJ&S\J.L»A\ J)JDLJJSL;J\L\ a\)
S 34 i s ) s (a8 s 02 iy Sl s S
Clilee (g S)daE | i L6 4a
DY Y s Js sl ) sl psn SaS 4y K
A K s o) Lo slaa gl cay 2 S8 LS
u\.ﬂa&:w‘)dd.\;a}dj‘)\ﬁe)\s )SJ‘\.\SSJ.ILH
u\ u.a‘)u‘)wﬁ‘)udmwum\ﬂejdéms
L&) S i ol 5 Sialed 43, 03 8 (s
Gl &3 38y IR Oby Gllee Jold il
Sy Gasom 4l (Dlegas 73 s s
Gomla Gle DA les 2 0 AS ol le
Jue 5 K8 cadian Hhla 4 Gl olicis 45 sad
Calsly a0k a5l 3 Sae saldin O ) (Sun s
Alsd) se o5 ) axa 0 )5l 3l Al 4 as jle A
Gl e plaulegs aiala 4 e S0 cllee
Ciall may 4y B L el Bl a3l A b
D8 aalatic i a2 S il ) Glsa Ll
G el Cad Glilaile 8 (gl 18 ) Cae ju (i
dﬂﬂoﬁuﬁ'uﬁu‘)ydﬁ‘)udwﬁm‘
4 Gluba Gl LS e 2l 4l 2 gaila
Sy el S Gl aSls JLal o8 )3
293 KK () ¢S jaaa 3 gad O ja Gl U (g
omdy Bhlia 3 508 YoF 50,0 JA Jsl sl
Cullad Chg e Cusd jeds RS (Ol
Adluey e g Gaedae Cuial (paliy 5 lae sla

<V WWAS dliy Hai gy

,Tu

10

ANA has Great Leaders

203rd Thunder Corps Public Affairs Office

How can the Afghan National Army prevail in its
war against militants and the Taliban?

The possession of a combined Tactical Assault
Command is not enough-- we must have leaders
of character and dignity who know how to utilize
this asset. The Afghan National Army is fortunate
to be in possession of such leaders.

One such leader is Lt. Col. Ghulam Farooq
(Tarakheil), the commander of 2nd Kandak, 1st
Brigade, 203rd Thunder Corps. No stranger to
the ANA, he has been serving as a proud Soldier
of Afghanistan and continues serving to this day.

Recently | was privileged to have a conversation
with Tarakheil about the duties, security,
education, and training of the 203rd Thunder
Corps units. He was proud to report the following
facts to me:

The troops of 2nd Kandak, 1st Brigade stationed
in Khowst province have received three section
or three belt (red, green, and yellow) for their job
performance, having followed the orders of their
officers and military doctors.

Personnel of 2nd Kandak, 1st Brigade are
ready 24 hours a day, seven days a week, to
provide security to the districts for which they
are responsible. These are: Gurbuz district, Tani
district, and the city of Khowst. If they receive
orders they can even go anywhere in the country
for better security, operations, checkpoint,
ambush and etc.

Tarakheil received orders from the ANA chief
of staff in the Ministry of Defense to take part
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0nei?tion Thunder Stone

203rd Thunder Corps Public Affairs Office

Servicemembers of the Afghan National Army,
Afghan National Police, Afghan Border Police
worked jointly with Coalition Forces conducted a
maneuver under Operation Stone in southeastern
Afghanistan

The maneuver took in 16 districts in the Paktya,
Paktika, Khowst and Ghazni provinces. The
203rd Thunder Corps planned the operation to
get rid of enemy presence and to bring better
security, peace and government stability to the
area.

During the operation, the troops seized 35 AK-
47 rifles, six PKM rifles, six RPG rocket, three
82mm mortars, three ICOM communication
systems, one radio, two “handy” pistols, three
old pistols, 11 anti-vehicle IEDs, some explosive
devices and some fuse.

Eighty enemy personnel were Kkilled in the
operation. In addition, 19 people were captured.
Seven suspects were injured and have been
taken to the hospital where they will be under
investigation pending recovery.

One ANA Soldier was killed and another has
been wounded in the manuever. Additionally,
one Ranger vehicle was damaged.

Personnel of 1st Kandak, 2nd Brigade and
Coalition Forces conducted another Operation
Stone maneuver in Nakam village, Matakhan
district, Paktika province. They seized an
additional two AK-47 rifles with four magazines,
one PKM rifle, one 60mm IED, five Russian
pistols, five rocket RPGs, two motorcycles, and
some explosive devices and fuses.

They also discovered two dead bodies of the
enemy.

In the Bodakhail Lagan area of Khowst
province, Coalition Forces killed six Taliban who
were placing IEDs on the road. Coalition Forces
seized their weapons.
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Attention to a New Afghan
Generation

203rd Thunder Corps Public Affairs Office

The 203rd Thunder Corps representatives
are doing their very best to help out the people
of their dear country. This involves bringing
security, peace, happiness and better education,
better health care, creating jobs for the people,
destroying their enemies and giving them hope
for a brighter future.

In accordance with these values, Soldiers of
the 203rd Thunder Corps helped the people in
Paktya province, Said Karam district, Usman
Khail village. There, they gave school students
bags, notebooks, pens and pencils. They also
distributed medicine to those who were not
feeling good.

RCA Deputy, Col. Gulam Farooq, who spoke to
the people of Usman Khail village:

“We giving attention to our new generation
because they should have a better and brighter
future. We want our coming generation to be an
educated generation. The Afghan National Army
will do their every best to help their dear children
and dear people, so that when the children grow
up then they will make a strong government.”

And then the principle of Usman Khail district
briefly spoke.

“We would like to thank you, the Afghan
National Army and especially the 203rd Thunder
Corps staff, for helping us. We appreciate their
help very much for giving all these items to the
children of the school.”
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The Soldier's Moment

My name is Hayatullah son of Bahaulddin ¥y e R Gl glgaal g A s agiba

from Nangarhar province, T 050 pr (Sgimg) A guad 921 ) i
Sheerzade district. | have been I oyt g5l t~9=' ul“u% &S PRILS Conducting tasks with honesty is the

in the Afghan National Army for
more than two years. | am a
soldier currently assigned to 3rd
Brigade Headquarters, 203rd
Thunder Corps. | am happy with
my job and I’'m happy to work for
the sake of country and security.
| will do anything to protect my
dear people and | will destroy the
enemies of Afghanistan and the
Afghan people. My message to all
who wish to help their country is to come to the
Afghan National Army.

responsibility of each Afghan. If you look at the
Afghan National Army, you will see soldiers
doing their jobs properly and with honesty. 203rd
Thunder Corps soldiers, NCOs and officers are
working very hard and performing their jobs in
difficult situations.

They are trying to secure security and bring
peace to the country. They are ready to sacrifice
themselves for their sweet country and sweet
people.
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Afghans have always been brave and have
taught their children to be brave as well.

These children have grown and joined the
Afghan National Army. They do everything
possible to gain their country’s
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My name is Mukhtar, son of Hussain Ali GAUSLY cuN g saldly uh RTE i dence anfggagy for the nh’&s

from Daigundee province,
Sangtakhatbazar district. | have
been in the Afghan National Arm
for more than five years. Currently |
am station in 203rd Thunder Corpsj -
3rd Brigade, 5th Kandak. | am

happy with my job and | would like tof™
spend as many years as | can in the
Afghan National Army so | can help
my country and my dear people. M
message to all young Afghans is to
come and join the Afghan Nationalj
Army to clear our beloved land from
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enemy and bring some hope. il Adlabl® ) jlaa ‘ : i
4 T
£ 2 d protection of the
L2 of oility of every Afghan.
% jerstands this
My name is Ashug Ullah, son of Lisaa 453:; A 2P
Asadullah from Paktya province, (S

Ahmad Abad district,
village.

| have been in the Afghan National
Army for eight years. Now | am
assigned to the 203rd Thunde
Corps military hospital to do my job|
as a non-commissioned officer.

| am proud of the job | am currentlyf
doing. | am serving my people to ;
bring peace and stability. | can
perform my job in every kind ofliks
situation | find in my country.

Isakheyl

- joined the ANA five years ago. Afte
graduation from the Kabul Training
Center he was assigned to the 203rdj.
Corps.
His first assignmet was in the
volitile south-eastern region. He
has been praised often and recived

many awards for his hard work.
Nasir Ahmad Haqgtaj promises he will serve in

the Afghan National army until doomsday.
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