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Afghans stand up

203rd Thunder Corps Public Affairs Office

Afghans want to govern themselves, on their
own, independently of other nations. When the
independence of Afghanistan was at risk many
Afghan youths fought and sacrificed themselves
for the sake of their nation. Some fought for
money, others for a number of other reasons.

During that time all of Afghanistan
came together. They united to keep their
independence.

The country was at the hands of Taliban
terrorists and al-Qaeda network again. The
young people stood shoulder-to-shoulder.
Some join the Afghan National Army to defeat
the terrorists and destroy them and regain the
national pride.

All units of the 203rd Thunder Corps are willing
to work very hard 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week in their area of responsibility, Regional
Command East, to protect their people from
the enemy of Afghanistan. They will sacrifice
themselves for the sake of their people and
country, no matter how hard the situation. They
will do their very best to protect them and fight
for their dreams of a better Afghanistan.

With their training in new military tactics they
search out the militants and destroy them and
their bases. They hit the militants so hard they
took away their ability to fight face-to-face with
the ANA now and in the future.

The Taliban acts are cowardly attacks that
include suicide bombers and improvised
explosive devices that kill innocent people,
school children, village elders and mullahs.
They raid the homes of innocent people in the
middle of night, doing very bad and inhuman
things to them that no real Muslim would ever
do. All this does is create more contempt toward
the militants.
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Former International Security Assistance Force commanding general, U.S. Army Gen. Stanley McChrystal, and Afghan
National Army 203rd Thunder Corps Commander Maj. Gen. Abdul Khaliq, listen to a briefing during McChrystal’s visit in

June.

Gen. McChrystal visits
Thunder

203rd Thunder Corps Public Affairs Office

Former International Security Assistance
Force Commanding General, U.S. Army Gen.
Stanley McChrystal, visited the Afghan National
Army’s 203rd Thunder Corps, May 31.

During his visit to the 203rd Thunder Corps,
McChrystal was shown the combined tactical
operations that were taking place at Forward
Operating Base Thunder.

McChrystal received briefs from the 203rd
Corps Commander, Maj. Gen. Abdul Khaliq,
203rd Corps Deputy Commander, Brig. Gen.
Mohammad Akbar (yulash), 203rd Corps
Chief of Staff, Brig. Gen. Abdul Rauf (muhataj)
and Combined Joint Task Force 82 Deputy
Commanding General, Brig. Gen. Kurt Fuller,
and various other 203rd Thunder Corps officers
and NCOs.

Khaliq briefly spoke on the Regional
Command East combined operations, civilian
casualities and the 203rd’s ability to conduct
operations on its own.

While at FOB Thunder, McChrystal also visited
the NCO Academy and the 203rd Thunder
Corps weapons range.
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Attendees of the 203rd Thunder Corps security meeting listen as the 203rd Thunder Corps Commander, Maj. Gen. Abdul
Khaliq speaks, June 13 at FOB Thunder.

203rd Corps Security
Meeting

203rd Thunder Corps Public Affairs Office

A security meeting was held in the Afghan
National Army 203rd Thunder Corps garrison
meeting room at FOB Thunder, June 13.
Discussion included how to protect against
terrorist attacks and maintain security.

Attending the security meeting was the 505th
Afghan National Police Commander, Maj.

Gen. Abdul Fatah (Ferogh), 203rd Thunder
Corps Commander, Maj. Gen. Abdul Khaliq,
Afghan Border Police Commander, Maj. Gen.
Nabi Jan (Mulakhel), Paktya Province Deputy
Governor, Abdul Rahman (Man Gul), Deputy of
the National Department of Security of Paktya,
Haiji Jabar, 203rd Thunder Corps Chief of Staff,
Brig. Gen. Abdul Rauf “Muhtaj,” Brig. Gen.
Mohammad Dawood (Andrabi) of Operational
Coordination Center Region, and various
coalition forces.

This security meeting started with the reading
of verses from the Holy Quran, then the deputy
of National Department of Security addressed
the attendees on al Qaida and Haqgqgani
personnel, the problem of terrorist activities,
and the assurance of security.

Many opinions and questions were presented
to Khaliq as they discussed ways to improve the
conditions of security and terrorist activities.
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A Soldier from the Afghan National Army’s 203rd Thunder Corps stands in formation at FOB Thunder, during a ceremony for
the opening of the NCO Academy, May 23. Photo by U.S. Army Sgt. Andrew Reagan, 304th PAD.

203rd Thunder Corps Public Affairs Office

The 203rd Thunder Corps held a ceremony for
the opening of a new NCO academy, May 23.

The academy will provide Afghan soldiers with
advanced military education concentrating on
new tactics and technology.

Among those attending the opening ceremony
were the 203rd Thunder Corps Deputy
Commander, Brig. Gen. Mohammad Akbar
(yulash), along with many other 203rd Thunder
Corps officers, NCOs, instructors and soldiers.

The ceremony began with the reading
of verses from the Holy Quran followed by
remarks by Akbar.

“This is a step forward in a positive direction.
NCOs will receive better training and education
in this academy. The graduates will be a benefit
to their fellow soldiers and the ANA as a whole
with this added education. It will help them in
their careers, combat skills and to protect the
citizens of Afghanistan from the enemy,” he
said.

About 220 non-commissioned officers from the
203rd Thunder Corps are scheduled to attend
the first term.

Col. Asif (Sabori), the 203rd Thunder Corps
Training Kandak chief said to the graduates,
“The responsibility of the security and protection
of our country is on your shoulders. Never let
the enemy destroy our country.”
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Following four weeks of training, 203rd Thunder Corps Team Leaders receive certificates during a graduation cerimony in

June at the Training Kandak grounds.

Team Leaders Graduate

203rd Thunder Corps Public Affairs Office

During a brilliant ceremony in June, nearly 200

team leaders from the 203rd Thunder Corps
received certificates from the Training Kandak
after four weeks of training.

This graduation ceremony was held on the
Training Kandak grounds.

The 203rd Thunder Corps Chief of Staff Brig.
Gen. Abdul Rauf (Muhtaj) and officers from the
team leaders sections attended.

The graduation ceremony started with the
reading of some verses of the Holy Quran and
the playing of the Afghan national anthem.

The chief of staff then spoke to congratulate
the graduating class.

“The Afghan people hope you will bring peace
to our citizens and protect your land. | hope
you will use the tactics which you have learned
here against the enemy. Don't let the enemy
to destroy our beautiful country. Don’t let them
to make our mothers’ widows or our children
orphans,” said Rauf.

The corps commander finished the graduation
with the assurance of security and the handing
out of the certificates to the team leaders.
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Afghan National Army 203rd Thunder Corps 4th Brigade, 1st Kandak Commander, Lt. Col. Tauryal speaks to his soldiers in
June about new military tactics in Afghanistan. (Photo lllustration)

4th Brigade keeps roads Safe s sile 4o Ja 53 e 4dg) s (o Jigiu

203rd Thunder Corps Public Affairs Office

The Afghan National Army 203rd Thunder
Corps units have done an outstanding job in
Regional Command East provinces; Paktya,
Paktyka, Khowst, Ghazni and Logar.

They have done their jobs in difficult
situations. They have sacrificed themselves
as they conduct operations. In the forest areas
of the mountains they protect Afghan land.
Their enemies have hidden and en-trenched
themselves in these forests.

For example, the highway between Kabul
and Gardez is a very important road and many
people use this road. During Dr. Najeeb Ullah’s
regime this main road was very dangerous.

Military convoys were passing through with
choppers and they were still passing through
very difficult situations. This main road was
closed by Mujahedeen for a long period of
time and that’s why military convoys were not
passing through this road.

Today, this main road is protected by the ANA.

Civilian cars and military convoys can pass
through this main road with confidence.

The ANA is made up of troops of many
different tribes, but bringing peace to the
country is their common mission.
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One of the ANA soldiers, named Riazullah,
from the 203rd Thunder Corps, 4th Brigade,
1st Kandak said, “I| have been in the Afghan
National Army for seven years. As long as |
am alive | will defend my country. | will not let
the terrorists destroy our land. The ANA are
conducting operations in difficult situations, but
their will cannot be broken.”

The 203rd Thunder Corps, 4th Brigade, 1st
Kandak has checkpoints in the Altamoor area.

They protect the roads and search the vehicles.
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Thunder Stone in
Logar province,
Charkih,
Barkibarahi
and Kharwar
districts,” said
LT. Col. Tauryal,
commander of
the 4th Brigade,
1st Kandak.
“The first day
of the operation
my personnel
recovered two
rockets, two AK-47 rifles, a radio and some
explosive devices from the enemy.” His
personnel are conducting operations in the
province and protecting the main road between
Kabul and Gardez. They are fighting against
the enemy and also pursuing education and
training.
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203rd Afghan National Army Corps medical personnel perform surgery at the Paktya Regional Military Hospital.

203rd Thunder Corps Public Affairs Office

Doctors face many challenges. They are the
people’s hope and maybe the only chance a
patient has for a cure. Candles that burn when
they cure their patients.

They strive to provide the best medical care
they can to every patient equally without regard
to race, language, color or nationality. They only
see humanity.

Open 24 hours for medical treatment, the
Paktya Regional Military Hospital not only
takes care of the Afghan soldiers who protect
the country and secure its borders, but also
helps civilians suffering from many diseases
throughout the region.

Lt. Col. Fazal Hadi, general surgery, Capt.
Akhter Mohammad (ramaki) orthopedic care,
Dr. Mohamond Abudullah, and others do the
work of professional doctors but don’t receive
as much recognition as the other medical staff.

Surgery patient intake is a team effort for the
doctors in the PRMH. Our medical personnel
and resources are now similar to other
advanced countries and should not be taken for
granted.
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203rd Thunder Corps Public
Affairs Office
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Col. Abdul Wahab, 203rd Thunder Corps Chief of
Inspection.

Misuse of government property is best
prevented by conducting inspections in order to
diagnose discrepancies and shortages. Afghan
National Army soldiers should focus on how to
find the right solutions for problems.

Soldiers should conduct inspections according
to the Ministry of Defense General Chief of Staff
guidelines.

Based on the order from the General Chief
of Staff, inspections should be conducted on
a regular basis. Issues include quality of work,
how to conduct accountability, the legitimate
use of government property and how to track
equipment and logistical items.

If inspections are not conducted and material
is lost, it is assumed that unaccounted items
have been given to anti-Afghan forces.
Therefore, 203rd Thunder Corps Inspection
Section will try its best in order to solve issues
and problems at all levels, from kandak to
company. This will require the diligence of
troops at all levels: officer, noncommissioned
officer and Soldier.
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Attendees and media gather for a Peace Shura in Paktya province, Chamkani district in June.

Tribal elders from Paktya province declared
their support for the peace shura initiated by
the Paktya provincial council members and
tribal elders of Aryoub, Laja Ahmadkhel, Jaji,
Chamkani, Patan and Janikhil districts.

More than 100 representatives from each
district were invited to the peace shura to
address their concerns and included district
chiefs, deputy governor of Paktya province,
Abdul Rahman (Mangal), National Department
of Security deputy, Haji Abdul Jabar, Paktya
provincial council members, and tribal elders.

The peace shura began with the reading of
some verses from the Holy Quran and with the
playing of the Afghan national anthem.

The chief of Chamkani district spoke after
welcoming all the guests and thanking them for
coming.

“A peace shura means getting together and
talking about peace, security, stability and unity,
and leaving behind the feud and hate,” said
Paktya provincial council member Shaista Jan
(Ahadi). “Our citizens need security and peace
to live in safe environment.”

He added Afghans must work with dignity and
honesty to bring security and peace and spare
Afghans the suffering of losing family.

Then tribal elders discussed potential solutions
to bring security and stability to the region as
well as ending the war. They were supported
by the members of the peace shura for positive
change. The meeting ended with agreement
on four policies, which were sent to President
Hamid Karzai for approval.
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The Soldier's Moment

My name is Mohammad Akbar. My rank is first
lieutenant. | am from Kapisa province, Kohistan
district.

| have been in the Afghan National
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Army for three years. | am currently
assigned to the 203rd Thunder
Corps as commander of 1st
Company, 2nd Kandak.

My message to all Afghans who are
the same age, around 18 years old,
is to join the Afghan National Army
to protect their land and citizens 1
and bring peace. Then we will live in |§
peace.

My name is Noor Zaman, son of Saeed Akbar
from Paktya province, Ahamdkhail district. |
have been in the Afghan National Army for
four years. Currently, | am assigned to the
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203rd Thunder Corps as a
noncommissioned officer with
the 3rd Brigade, 3rd Kandak.
My vow is to do everything in
my ability to help the people of
my country with true honesty.
My hope is for my dear people
to have peace and security. My
message to all young Afghans is

to come and join ANA and also 3
help out their dear country. Our
people haven’t seen happiness
in years. Doing this would give
them some happiness for their hard work now
and in the future.

My name is Hussen, son of Saeed Ahmad
from Baghlan province, Puli Khumri district. |
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have been in the Afghan National
Army for two years. | am currently
in the 203rd Thunder Corps, 3rd
Brigade, 3rd Kandak. | am very
proud that | joined the Afghan
National Army and will be true to my
country and people in everything |
do. My first duty is to the people. My
message to all young Afghans is to
come and join ANA and very proudly "
serve your country.
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My name is Mirwise, son of Shah Mohammed  |iS4a S50 dgana ol i g e an L)

from Paktya province, Janikhail district. | have . .. .
been in the Afghan National Army almost o 4;&"\94:‘“‘3‘ ujb*“'b shadlas ay
- ]chuld Lsz.)S‘U\So\g\

seven years. Currently, | am

assigned to the 203rd Thunder . .
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Corps Headquarters. | am very

happy with my job. | am also
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very happy to serve my country
and people with honesty and
dignity. | will be fighting with the
enemy of Afghanistan until they . . . .
are destroyed. My messages (“JS &lﬁd A g usla u-‘.,-“" >
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to all young Afghans is to join

the ANA and keep your country
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free of terrorist. Don’t let them

use Afghanistan for their evil work. It is every
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Muslim’s duty to look after his country and land.
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My name is Faida Mohammed, son of Dost
Mohammed, Faryab province, Memana district.
| have been in the Afghan National
Army four years. Currently, | am an
NCO in the 203rd Military Police.
My message is to those of you who
want peace and security in the
country. | will do my job and serve

my country to the very best of my
abilities and with great integrity. |
am very proud that | am a part of
the ANA and hope that one day
our dear people will enjoy a life
of freedom without fear. The only
way to help your people and your country is to
join ANA. We need unity among communities.
Once we unite, we can rebuild our beautiful
Afghanistan.

My name is Amrullah, son of Mohammed

Nader from Kabul province, Sorubi
district. | have been in the Afghan
National Army for two and half
a years. Currently, | amin the
203rd Thunder Corps Commando
Kandak.

| perform my job with dignity
and am very happy that | am in
the Afghan National Army. My
message to all young Afghans is to |8
come and join the Afghan National §
Army and serve your homeland.
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1st Brigade hattles anti-
Afghan forces

203rd Thunder Corps Public Affairs Office

The Soldiers from 203rd Thunder Corps and
Coalition forces conducted Operation Stone, in
Paktika province, Surbi district.

The operation resulted in troops taking 11
Arab, Chechian and Turkish militants.

They also captured two rocket propelled
grenades, one machine gun, four AK-47
rifles, one 82 mm mortar, four radios, four
motorcycles, one pistol, two improvised
exposive devices, four pieces of identification,
eight rocket rounds, 2,000 AK-47 rounds, nine
bombs, eight kilograms of explosive materials
and a map of Surbi district.

No casualties of ANA or coalition forces
occured during the operation.

The Soldiers of the 203rd Corps conducted
two offensive maneuvers under Operation
Stone to ensure security in Regional Command
East.

Soldiers from 1st Brigade, 4th Kandak worked
with coalition forces in the Kharwar, Charkh and
Barkibarak districts of Logar province for the
first major troop movement in Operation Stone.
The soliers uncovered an enemy weapons
cache in a trench.

Troops of the 203rd Corps seized the following
munitions: two mortars, nine AK-47 rifles,
two rocket launchers, one grenade launcher,
two RKM, two mines, one ICOM radio, some
explosive devices and fuse. Five gunmen were
arrested.

Another operation in Koshamond district,
Paktika province, involved troops from 2nd
Brigade, 1st Kandak. Two enemies were
killed and their bodies were handed over to
the Kushamond district. Four suspects were
arrested and are currently under investigation.

The troops also seized an AK-47 rifle with a
“chest rig,” or worn magazine holster.

THUNDER July 2010

i i .
== - ——
. *

id
g
L

e o -
. 8
8

L4

ESUSE NI D Y

(6 PSSR 55 681 6 (AN 3 g5 gl g S 9 ) 4B i el ¥
S A STles g3l S A ATl (5 il (5 e Ay b e akad
by s 5y 015 (Msads s Q¥ WSS
(V) Sobles sl 63 62 S 0 pm i (S Aag i
A5l 5 9 5 (S A 9) (e (289 (S 98010 I she g AL
Gasi (¥) 443 e Ay a shsd JIs Jsed
Aoy GsSN spasi (A)gusis Ao Asia JisSh]y
(V) <A ey A ) o (Y) A susd Jgag 43
e e AY G (V) oA g gSENS Alua(F)e o) Sy Jaa
Aglkilugign sie (F)e wolha aSuld b (F)e olsla
()¢ 4 sibasaa shalos 33 la (¥)e dadbagi 3 3 dua (V)¢
(T o) ls8 G815 o st o ()¢ Adsiba (ol slaa o b
(M) Aisar ¥ (8)c o8 CigSiddsy) Ly o b
Gld g OLid ) (o (DY 053 ¢ S S g gl dal S elis
Y ) Y Ay AR gy g pmtala g gllad kil
sl sl Ol e AisisS)sh a8 LSl g3 Sa sy

G090 G Jagid g galigjan g gilaka g3 ) Jg8 ali juai¥ « Y2
DA (5 AR ga A LSy Gl gl (A (S e g ) 4
BIPPEHBTTLEFREQURICHL N TR TRCE N (X S Wptt) PYLEE
43 538 0 93 631 ¢ Ad gl Gy radedd S gilles g o s S
S5 5 A3 A 5 (A (AT 5 A8 g silaga g) shes gac
S Sogl oA Ny ally Sel a Seible
A 9 gl paia SIS (5 pa sl 188 Ay e slRa S sl aad
(AY) dard 099 AR Gadidd S o i 038 Aygigs)ga
GS1y Al 03¢ Adgh SN Alua (4) Algilge s e Ll
o9 pil Uy dba (Y)eSqf (SHsdoss m die (V)W
Ssu sk 0 31a1 0 gxc o ylda aSyld Ay (V)¢ Adgida ila
Adi (8)Aadyg) (59 (SN Y Ay Sy 8l g 88 i (lane S g
Eusd o i) AL (V) ¢ sed JIs Ot Jislay
Il R S ES A gaid gl S Qi ASS e
Houdgrialdipda ¥y WCaSQasingude SHS (5 a9l
4.'\3(\')0‘9.: (JS [PLEY 4.1., Oy (padudd (JS dasw 4,3 TBLT
> e s Ak AT (F)slheis s 03 oliatd Shss
G0 e J e A g5 58 ) o) 0 bl 0d 9 5 g S o) i g
6 A8, AN oy g L;JgéuM}lSdgA(\)xﬂ\A&
O3 J 92l 943 ) el 5 il g2 Ad g 1) heu g 5 9 J 5 90

Y’\’UP)JJJ

Yo






