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     Sailors aboard the amphibious 
assault ship USS Wasp (LHD 1), as 
well as Marines, Midshipmen, Sea 
Cadets and Navy Junior Reserves 
Officer Training Corps (JROTC) 
members, got the opportunity to 
experience Fleet Week New York 
2023, May 24 to 30.
     Fleet Week New York was a 
celebration of the sea services 
and a chance to showcase the 
military strength in diversity. The 
2023 celebration hosted nearly 
3,000 Sailors, Marines and Coast 
Guardsmen this year.
     As this year’s flag ship, Wasp 
was charged with hosting a myriad 
of events, including receptions and 
tours. Service members flooded the 
streets of New York in their dress 
white uniforms, exploring the city 
and its many views.
     Fleet Week included more than 
65 events for service members to 
participate in, most of which were 
documented by public affairs teams.
     “Fleet week was an awesome  
experience for us,” said Mass  
Communication Specialist 2nd 
Class Jonathan Wideman. “We got 
a chance to showcase our skills and 
abilities and display our value to the 
command.”

     Through their arrangement of  
aircraft, amphibious vehicles and 
other equipment, Wasp put its  
capabilities on display to allow 
guests to see what it takes to defend 
their freedom. 
     “My fleet week started with the 
Hard Rock Café and Times Square 
photo,” said Aviation Ordnanceman 
3rd Class Robert Bennett. “That 
was probably one of the best nights 
I had there. While we were taking 
our Times Square photo my family 
had walked up, and it was kind of 
an emotional moment of seeing my 
family again.”
     Bennett added that the people of 
New York were kind and excited to 
speak with him. He said it felt good 
to be appreciated for the work he and 
his shipmates do on a daily basis.
In addition to spending time with 
his family, Bennett was also given 
the opportunity to meet high ranking 
officials while performing his duties 
onboard.
      “I got to meet different people 
throughout my time at Fleet Week,” 
Bennett said. “I got to meet the  
Secretary of the Navy, three-star  
generals, admirals. I got to meet 
people from different countries: 
England, Italy. Everything went 

really smoothly.” 
     Sailors and Marines also had the 
opportunity to play a friendly game 
of flag football coached by members 
from the New York Jets, where the 
Navy won 37-7. 
     Among the many other events, the 
Heart of the Hudson Girl Scouts held 
Operation Cookie Drop aboard Wasp, 
followed by a career day aboard the 
ship. Liberty State Park held an air 
power demonstration where civilians 
and service members could look and 
take photos in the  
aircraft and talk to the crew. The  
Today Show filmed Sailors on the 
plaza for Memorial Day.
     “Fleet Week is something every 
Sailor should experience at least one 
time in their Navy career,” said  
Aviation Boatswain’s Mate  
(Handling) Airman Destiny  
Johnson. “Being able to experience 
New York for the first time was 
amazing. I loved it, and I wish I 
could go back again.”
     Fleet Week New York, now in its 
35th year, is a time-honored sea  
service celebration that gives citizens 
of New York City and the  
surrounding Tri-State Region the  
opportunity to witness today’s  
maritime capabilities first-hand.
















