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Get those applications in 
Scholarships for Military Children deadline is Feb. 24 

By Mike Perron, 
DeCA public affairs specialist 

 
 
Note: Go to the DeCA website to view this 
news release online. 

 

FORT LEE, Va. – The Feb. 24 

deadline to apply to the Scholarships for 

Military Children program, administered 

by the nonprofit Fisher House Foundation, 

is quickly approaching. 

A total of 500 scholarship grants, 

each for $2,000, will be awarded for school 

year 2020-21. There will be at least one 

recipient selected at every commissary 

location where qualified applications are 

received, and additional recipients will be 

selected based on a prorated basis, so more 

applicants will be selected from those commissaries with larger numbers of applicants. 



 

“As of Jan. 23, there had been just over 1,000 completed applications submitted, but from 

experience, we anticipate somewhere near 5,000 by the deadline,” said Jim Weiskopf, Fisher 

House Foundation vice president. 

All rules and requirements for the program, as well as links to frequently asked questions 

and the application, are available at MilitaryScholar.org. 

The Scholarships for Military Children Program is now in its 20th year. Through the 

generosity of Defense Commissary Agency business partners and others, a total of 11,314 

students, all military children, have shared $19,126,000 in scholarship grants. They were selected 

from a pool of over 100,000 applicants.  

The program was created in 2001 to recognize the contributions of military families to 

the readiness of the fighting force, and to celebrate the role of the commissary in the military 

family community. 

Eligibility for the program is determined using the Defense Enrollment Eligibility 

Reporting System (DEERS) database. Applicants should ensure that they, as well as their 

sponsor, are enrolled in the DEERS database and have a current military dependent ID card. The 

applicant must also be planning to attend or already be attending an accredited college or 

university full time, or be enrolled in a program of studies designed to transfer directly into a 

four-year program. 

Applicants who are awarded a full scholarship to attend a college or university or receive 

an appointment to one of the military academies or affiliated preparatory schools are not eligible 

to receive funds from this program. A full scholarship is usually defined as one that provides for 

payment of tuition, books, lab fees and other expenses. 

Among the requirements of the application process is providing a short essay. This year’s 

question is designed to provoke a thoughtful response: “Imagine you could interview any person, 

living or deceased. This person must now be making, or has in the past made, a positive 

contribution to society. Who would you choose and why have you selected this person?” 

 “It is important to remember that an applicant must possess a military dependent ID card. 

We require the inclusion of the ‘benefits number’ from the card as part of each application,” said 

Weiskopf. “Now that the application can be downloaded from the internet, without the unique 

benefits number we would not have a way to verify that the applicant was a military child.” 

Fisher House also recently added a custom scholarship search engine to the site, tailored 

to military families, called “Scholarships for Service.” It’s free, easy to use, and formatted for 

both mobile devices and computers at MilitaryScholar.org. 



 

Students enter brief background information and educational goals and the search tool 

will identify military-affiliated scholarships they may be eligible for based on their input. Once 

the search is complete, students receive a list of scholarships with a summary of eligibility 

requirements, points of contact and links to the scholarship provider's website.  

The Scholarships for Military Children program is managed by Scholarship Managers, a 

national, nonprofit organization. If students have questions about the scholarship program 

application, they should call Scholarship Managers at 856-616-9311 or email them 

at militaryscholar@scholarshipmanagers.com. 

No government funds are used to support the Scholarships for Military Children 

Program. Commissary vendors, manufacturers, brokers, suppliers and the general public donate 

money to fund the program. 

-DeCA- 
 
About DeCA: The Defense Commissary Agency operates a worldwide chain of commissaries providing 
groceries to military personnel, retirees and their families in a safe and secure shopping environment. 
Commissaries provide a military benefit, saving authorized patrons thousands of dollars annually on their 
purchases compared to similar products at commercial retailers. The discounted prices include a 5-percent 
surcharge, which covers the costs of building new commissaries and modernizing existing ones. A core military 
family support element, and a valued part of military pay and benefits, commissaries contribute to family readiness, 
enhance the quality of life for America’s military and their families, and help recruit and retain the best and 
brightest men and women to serve their country. 
 
 

Stay Connected to Your Commissary Benefit 

COMMISSARIES.COM: Visit www.commissaries.com to learn more about the Defense Commissary Agency: 
check out the latest news, find a store near you, see what's on sale, create a shopping list, learn of food and product 
recalls, scan employment opportunities, read frequently asked questions, submit a customer comment form online 
through DeCA's Your Action Line and more. 
 
COMMISSARY CONNECTION E-NEWSLETTER: Stay connected with the latest news about your most valued 
benefit, Hot Links to additional savings, shopping sprees, contests, commissary promotions, events and more, go to 
www.commissaries.com/subscribe.cfm and subscribe to the Commissary Connection newsletter. 
 
COMMISSARY CONNECTION BLOG: To see regular posts about topics of interest to commissary customers, 
including commissary news, human interest stories, shopping tips, videos and notifications about programs or 
events, go to http://commissaryconnection.dodlive.mil/. You can also subscribe to this forum by going to 
www.commissaries.com/subscribe.cfm.   
 
FACEBOOK: Visit www.facebook.com/YourCommissary, DeCA’s Facebook page, where you can post comments 
and share news, photos and videos.  
 
YOUTUBE: To see DeCA’s latest videos, visit www.youtube.com/DefenseCommissary. 
 
TWITTER: To see DeCA’s latest “tweets,” visit www.twitter.com/YourCommissary. 
 
PINTEREST: To see DeCA’s theme-based image collections, visit http://www.pinterest.com/YourCommissary. 
 
FLICKR: To see DeCA’s latest photographs, visit http://www.flickr.com/photos/commissary/. 
 
INSTAGRAM: To see DeCA’s latest photographs, visit https://www.instagram.com/YourCommissary/. 



 

 
 
 

 


