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By Maureen Geraets-Head

It’s almost if weather elements, 
mainly the heat and wind, absorbed 
all life that once enabled these 
aircraft to fly. Like mummies, 
patched with white coating, they 
are parked in orderly rows on sandy 
terrain, in a blasting sun. Most 
liquids have been drained, valuable 
parts have been removed. Some 
aircraft are waiting for a second 
chance to be brought back to life, 
while others are waiting their turn 
to be scrapped.

The latter also counts for NATO E-3A 
aircraft, tail number 449. It landed at 
12:53 on June 23, 2015, at its final 
destination: Davis-Monthan Air Force 
Base in Tucson, Arizona, USA. 

For the next three years, it will sit at 
Aircraft Maintenance and Regeneration 
Group (AMARG), where it will be 

surrounded by preserved aircraft 
frames, all anchored to the ground 
with steel cables, the wings supported 
by wooden stands. AMARG stores more 
than 4,000 aircraft.

Phase Two of the 449 retirement 
project continued in Tucson. An 
ADVON team of ten arrived on June 
20, to prep this NATO E-3A, to be 
towed to the designated parking sport 

at AMARG. A helpful, friendly AMARG 
team is available to assist the NATO 
technician team.

Continued on page 8
Photos by Capt. André Bongers

449 Retirement Project - Phase Two
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‘Everybody, irrespective of his or her professional activity, is responsible for fl ight safety.’

One of the major concerns of the 
leadership, and of course of every 
member of a fl ying unit, is and 
must always be fl ight safety. This 
fact is sometimes so obvious that 
we normally don’t think about it in 
our day to day business. Only when 
we witness an air accident or fl ight 
mishap - not necessarily at our 
Component - fl ight safety becomes 
very important and keeps us busy.

After taking over command I would like 
to take the opportunity to share my 
view on fl ight safety in general, without 
referring to any actual occurrence.
My experience in many years fl ying 
military aircraft tells me that there is 

no universal and offi cially determined 
defi nition of the concept of “fl ight 
safety”. It is rather a combination of 
several required conditions so that a 
fl ight reaches its destination with a 
maximum of safety and a minimum 
risk of accidents, hence, an interaction 
between rules and regulations, 
environmental infl uences and 
technical and human factors. 

Flight safety should be the desired 
optimum state in which our 
fl ight operations are executed in 
circumstances that can be controlled 
as sustainably as possible with 
tolerable risk. However, the areas of 
risk cannot be excluded completely, 

but we can take some preventive 
action to reduce the risk to a 
minimum. As far as the concept of 
fl ight safety is concerned, I believe 
that safety is an integral part of all 
the work we are doing both in the 
air and on the ground. Safety is the 
prevention of accidents or to reduce 
them to the minimum and saving lives 
and property. 

Continuous guidance of the leadership 
is required to keep safety in the fl ight 
operations and to set the various plans 
and tasks to raise the level of safety, 
which includes air safety and ground 
safety and the safety of installations. 
And the major characteristics at our 

Component should be a commitment 
by all military and civilian personnel 
to the principles and the instructions 
of safety and implementing them in 
accordance with the direction and 
guidance and the brochures of safety 
that are set by the leadership for 
fl ight safety at all levels. To sum it up: 
everybody, irrespective of his or her 
professional activity is responsible for 
fl ight safety. 

Per aspera ad astra.

NATO Skywatch is an authorized, unoffi cial 
commercial enterprise newspaper published 
under exclusive written agreement with the 
NAEW&CF E-3A Component by HOUX DIGIPRINT, 
Arendstraat 3, 6135 KT Sittard, +31 (0)46 4582111. Opinions expressed by contributors are 
their own and do not necessarily refl ect the offi cial views of, or endorsement by, the North 

Atlantic Treaty Organization. The appearance of advertising in this publication, including 
inserts or supplements, does not constitute an endorsement by NATO of the products or 
services advertised. Submissions are due seven days before publication and may be edited 
for style and space. Email articles and classifi ed advertisements to pao@e3a.nato.int. 

For paid advertisements call Hub Durlinger Media at +31 (0)46 4529292, 
cellphone +31 (0)6 5472 6473, hubdurlinger@hotmail.com or Houx Digiprint 
at +31 (0)46 4582111, verkoop@houxdigiprint.nl 

Articles may be reproduced after permission has been obtained from the editor, provided 
mention is made of NATO Skywatch. To read the NATO Skywatch online visit www.e3a.nato.int

Commander
Brig. Gen. Karsten Stoye

Chief, Public Affairs
Maj. Johannes Glowka

Editor
Tech. Sgt. R. Michael Longoria

Volume 31, No. 7             31 July 2015

Photo by Visual Media Services

Lt. Gen. Robert Mood, 

NOR Military Representative to NATO, 
visited July 1, 2015. 
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Airport Shuttle Service

Phone: +49 (0)2452 - 7777  
Also reservations by www.city6000.de

AH

ANIMAL HOTEL ABDISSENBOSCH

Vogelzankweg 230 • NL-6374 AH Landgraaf • phone +31 (0)45 5317217
www.dierenhotelabdissenbosch.nl (also in English und auch im Deutsch) 

New cat-place where your cat can 
move freely. Roomy outside place, 
playgrounds, central heated. 
Grooming salon, also Do-It-Yourself 
wash salon for pets.

for 37 years the address where your pet feels at home

Opening hours: 
Monday-Saturday 08:00-12:00 and 
16:00-19:00 hrs. 
Sundays and holidays closed for 
bringing in or picking-up.
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Experience quality Temporary Living Facilities with a warm 
family touch, all located within 15 minutes of NATO Airbase 
Geilenkirchen, JFC Brunssum & AFNorth. Our family-run 
Guesthouse has been accommodating and assisting NATO 
Members and their families for nearly 15 years.

Complimentary Cars & Airport Shuttle Service

Phone: +49(0)2451-72015
Cell: +49(0)178-4140855

Web: www.karins-guesthouse.com
Email: service@karins-guesthouse.com www.facebook.com/KarinsGuesthouse

Contact us now for reservations or inquiries.      We hope to see you soon!

Karin’s Guesthouse
Offering 8 fully equipped, family & pet friendly quality accommodations
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Story and photo by 
Tech. Sgt. R. Michael Longoria

The E-3A Component Oktoberfest is 
one of the most anticipated events 
at NATO Air Base Geilenkirchen, 
Germany. Every year, several 
thousand people attend the 
event, which is organized by the 
German non-commissioned officer 
camaraderie (DUK). 

A fact that might not be as widely 
known is the DUK takes all the profits 
from the festival and donates it to 
charitable causes in the base’s local area. 
On July 15, 2015, Brig. Gen. Karsten 
Stoye, Component commander, and Sgt. 
Alex Gieswein, DUK chairman, handed 
over checks to nine organizations. 

Sergeant Gieswein welcomed the 
representatives of the various 
institutions and explained the 
background of the donation, which 
this year was worth 6,000 euros. The 
general made some brief remarks, 
particularly praising the commitment 
of the DUK. After his speech, General 
Stoye individually asked representatives 
from each organization to step forward 
and accept their portion of the donation 
as well as explain how and what the 
money will be used for.

Oktoberfest brings summer joy: 
DUK donates € 6,000 to local area

The following institutions and organizations were honored with donations: Technical Relief (THW) Übach-Palenberg; 
IKV Teveren; Athletics Phoenix GK; Friends Circle Selfkantkasserne; Kath. Kindergarten St. Gereon from GK-Würm; GGS 
Förderverein Europe Elementary School; GGS Lindenschule from Boscheln (Übach-Palenberg); Kath. Grundschule Teveren; and 
Hospitzbewegung Geilenkirchen CAMINO.

Courtesy Photos

By 1st Lt. Jurich

On June 18, 2015, NATO 40 departed Geilenkirchen Air Base, Germany, 
bound for Deblin, Poland, in response to the invitation for the E-3A 
Component participates in the 90th Anniversary Jubilee for the Polish Air 
Force Academy, whose theme for the occasion was “90 Years – The school 
of Eaglets.” 

Component participates in Polish air show

Prior to the opening of the weekend’s 
celebration, a large crowd of people 
had already gathered to visit the E-3A 
static display, and the line of visitors 
continued to grow throughout the 
day. 

This was, in fact, the first ever static 
display of an E-3A in Poland, therefore 
public enthusiasm was extremely 
high, not only with children, but 
also from other aircrews, students 
of the Academy, as well as civilians 
alike. None seemed to mind the long 
lines that were ever present, in order 
to gain a unique impression of how 
the E-3A, its mission, and its crew 
functions. 

Despite the fact that there were 
other aircraft on display, the E-3A 
was the only one which was open to 

visitors and proved to be the biggest 
attraction of the day.

An additional highlight of the event 
was the collection of donations made 
on the behalf of the “Podogny Dom” 
(Cheerful Home) orphanage in Lublin. 

The crew collected voluntary 
donations while handing out bags, 
filled with posters, pens, stickers and 
other material about AWACS and the 
Component. 

The total raised was 6,000 Zloty 
(approximatly 1,400 euros), which was 
presented to the orphanage during the 
crew’s visit on Sunday. This donation, 
which was very much appreciated by 
the orphanage management and staff, 
will allow 20 children to have a fun-
filled summer vacation. The crew was 

then invited for homemade cakes and 
juice, while the children entertained 
them with choreographed dances. 
Next they showed the crew their home 
and enjoyed taking photos with the 
Component members. 

The smiles generated that day from 
the faces of every child, warmed the 
hearts of all members of the crew, and 
make it a necessity to return again in 
the future.
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Altes Brauhaus
temporary

lodging

family-friendly accommodation 
for short or long-term stays.
Member
Professional
Association
of Innkeepers
International

Apartments feature:

•	With	or	Without	Kitchen
•	TV/DVD	player	and	hundreds	 

of titles
•	English	language	programming	 
with	SKY	Satellite

•	Free	wireless,	local	and	inter-
national	calling

Free	washer	&	dryer
Sauna	/	Tanning	Bed	/	Aerobics	
Trainer/Weight	Machine

Brauereistraße	4
Gangelt-Langbroich

+	49	(0)2454	936555
Brauhaus@langbro.de

www.langbro.de

Complimentary	
coffee	&	tea	bar

Sauna /
Trainer/Weight

Special Promotion:
Book now and receive

FREE CAR RENTAL
with minimum 10-night stay*

* Visit  
   www.langbro.de   
   for details and restrictions

Call 02451 2983

Culpeck Insurance Broker GmbH

Haihoverstrasse 11
    D- 52511 Geilenkirchen

    Email: geilenkirchen@culpeck.com
Web: www. culpeck.com

We proudly introduce and welcome ALL NATIONALITIES.

To place an advertisement in

                              contact

Skywatch is the only authorized  
NATO AWACS Base Newspaper.

Hub Durlinger media
Phone  +31 (0)46 4529292
Mobile +31 (0)6 54726473
hub@durlingermedia.nl hubdurlinger@hotmail.com 

For reservations please call: +49 (0)2454 1414, or fax: +49 (0)2454 939301
All-Day Dining as of 1100 hrs • Reservation highly recommended

Phone +49 (0)24 54 - 14 14
Fax       +49 (0)24 54 - 93 9301 www. Haus-Hamacher.de

Café Restaurant Partyservice

52538 Gangelt • Am Freibad 10

für alle Feiern von 2 bis 200 Personen
7 Tage/Woche durchgehend warme Küche
viele Freizeitangebote in direkter Umgebung
Ihr Tor zum Natur- und Landschaftspark
Rodebach / Roode Beek

Ihr Restaurant mitten im Grünen!

Heating oil
low price

top service 

 
Konrad Adenauer Straße 147     52511 Geilenkirchen      +49 (0)2451 68001   

SHELL
MARKEN
PARTNER

  Bischoff, Vliex & Schöngen, Pfennings GmbH & Co. KG

New to you ... ReeLax
We are looking for decicated, hardworking, 
reliable cleaners to be part of our team on a 450 Euro basis.
Cleaning products and uniform will be provided. Police check is mandatory.
For more information about working for us or having your home/offi ce 
cleaned please contact us at: info@reelax.eu

www.reelax.eu

07 opm.indd   6 29-07-15   10:03



31 July 2015 NATO Skywatch 7 

IMT completes the Walk-of-the-World

By Tech. Sgt. R. Michael Longoria

The AWACS International Marching 
Team (IMT) completed the 99th 
4-Daagse March in Nijmegen, the 
Netherlands.
 
The AWACS IMT, consisting of military 
personal from E-3A Component, 
participated in the four-day march, 
which began July 21 and ended 
July 24, 2015. This marked the 30th 
time the NATO E-3A Component was 
represented at the event.  
 
The “4-Daagse” in the region of 
Nijmegen is one of the most popular 
multinational marching events in the 
world. This year more than 43,000 
civilian and military participants 
joined the “walk of the world.” 

Participants came from countries all 
over the world. Most civilians walked 
200 kilometers in four days and the 
military participants walked 160 
kilometers fully packed. 
 
The military marchers spent their 
nights in “Heumensoord,” a tent city 
located in the rural area of Nijmegen. 
Each morning, the first participants 
wake up at 02:30 and must be at the 
central starting point by 03:30 to 
begin the day’s 40km march. For the 
military, the first three days finish 
back at the camo, but on day four, 
they are awarded the Nijmegen Medal 
in Charlemagne, an official rest point. 
 
With their medals now pinned to their 

shirts, the military marchers then 
complete the final six kilometers. The 
last stretch down the “Via Gladiola” is 
known as the “big parade.” 

The march officially ends in the center 
of Nijmegen, close to the city hall, 
where thousands of people welcome 
the marchers. 
 
“Completing the march requires a lot 
of dedication and a huge personal 
effort,” said Senior Master Sgt. 
Kai Basse, the IMT leader. “It’s a 
challenging task to walk 40 kilometers 
and then wake up and do it again 
three more times. It’s a mental 
and physical test. It is definitely 
something you have to train for. 

Those who don’t train will have aching 
bodies and blisters on their feet.” 
It is impossible to imagine but it’s a 
lot more fun that is sounds. 

“Whether you want to represent the 
Component and/or your country, the 
4-Daagse march is a great experience,” 
Sergeant Basse said. The Dutch 
government, military, police, medics, 
countless civilian organizations and 
the Dutch population in and around 
Nijmegen really make the event 
memorable.” 
 
The AWACS IMT is already looking 
for people to join the 2016 Nijmegen 
March. For more information or to 
join the team, call Sergeant Basse 
at extension 3673. Also, log on to 
www.4daagse.nl. 

Photos by André Joosten/Wiel Borghans
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The days started early in the Tucson 
desert. Extreme temperatures make it 
necessary to accomplish most outside 
work in the early morning hours. From 
a cool 28 degrees Celsius at 05:30, the 
thermometer rapidly reaches the +40 
degrees C by early afternoon. 

Lt. Col. Gerald Probst, deployment 
commander and project officer for the 
retirement of 449, is impressed due to 
the professional approach of Mr. Willy 
Sluijsmans and his Integrated Project 
team, “Eight days prior to the start 
of this unique project, a well thought 
through aircraft preparation plan was 
completed and the aircraft was ready 
for departure. NATO 449 landed in 
Tucson on the minute as scheduled 
and now, a highly motivated team 
is working like ants to get the parts 
removed.”

The locals warn you when stepping 
outside, “Stay hydrated and watch out 
for the rattlesnakes and critters”. It’s a 
rough place for intensive manual labor 
and special safety precautions apply to 
prevent dehydration or a heat stroke.

Mr. Sandy McIntosch has been a crew 
chief of 449 since it first landed 
at NATO Air Base Geilenkirchen, 
Germany, in August of 1983, when he 
marshalled this aircraft upon arrival. 
“This aircraft is retiring this year and 
I’m retiring next year,” tells the former 
RAF Airframe Fitter. 

McIntosch watches closely the meter 
readings inside the hot cockpit while 
the last fuel is being pumped into 
ground fuel containers. 

Slowly, the last bit of remaining fuel 

flows out when it is bottom drained. 
The next step: a complete refueling 
with 10/10 preservation oil to coat 
the fuel tanks, the engines, as well as 
Aircraft Power Unit (APU). 

The oil meter reads 23,828 gallon 
when the tanks are completely full. 
The engines have to run until white 
smoke is produced, indicating the 
engines are preserved.

A week of preparations passed and 
NATO E-3A 449 is ready to be towed 
into the desert. “This storage spot is 
named after me, the “Sandy place”, 
McIntosch adds with a smile.

Mr. Edo Druzitta from Engines/
Propulsion Shop, is in Tucson to 
remove engine number two, the APU 
and to canibalize parts from the other 

three engines. “I’m proud to be part of 
this team, working on the retirement 
449 project”, he says.

Mr. Burghard Nuernberg from 
Electronics and Environment system 
is a principal technician and with the 
Component since 1982. He received his 
specialized initial AWACS maintenance 
training at Tinker Air Force Base, in 
Oklahoma, and tells, “All parts in low 
numbers need to be removed, but also 
the expensive parts like, for instance, 
the forced air fence oxygen converter. 
Because these “leading edge bleed air 
duct” items Force Command likes to 
see removed are very expensive and 
are hardly available on the market. 

While the de- and refueling is being 
performed, Burkhard, Mr. Gerard 
van den Eijnden, Mr. Edo Druzitta 

Continued from frontpage
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together with Mr. Thomas Roskam 
and Mr. Gary Simpson are able to 
remove and dismantle the refrigerator; 
remove engine cowlings and cones, 
life rafts, oxygen bottles and 
aggregators so these parts can make 
the first cargo load to be flown back to 
Geilenkirchen.

“Most of the flight controls, the, 
landing gear, entry doors, hydraulic 
components and actuators, plus flap 
transmissions, stabilizer trim actuator, 
the cockpit sliding windows are going 
to be removed”, tells Mr. Gerard van 
den Eijnden from Fuselage Section. 
“The biggest challenge is to get 
most of this equipment to meet the 
$40 Million amount”, he adds while 
loosening bolts.

Mr. Jan Steert from Supply Stock 

Control prepared the list of short 
supplies, based on consumption and 
priorities. “There are three priority 
categories, color coded in red, yellow 
and green. The highest priority is 
red. Some 100 crates have been built 
and flown in. And now, it is being 
coordinated between maintenance and 
supply in which order the dismantling, 
wrapping and palletizing is done 
until the last part on the list is 
dismantled,” Jan explains.

After five intensive weeks with a team 
of 25 persons working on 449 in the 
desert the work is done, the goal is 
reached and all milestones are met. 

Almost 2,000 parts were removed from 
449 and flown back to Geilenkirchen.

With the people coming home, 449 

was left behind as a potential 
organ donor to satisfy future 
Component needs. A lot more 
work is still to be accomplished. 
Outsized cargo, still at AMARG, 
is for NATO Supply Programme 
Agency to ship back to the Main 
Operating Base and all reclaimed 
parts are to be physically and 
administratively processed. 

This is to insure the parts are in 
serviceable condition upon return 
to Supply and all data bases are 
appropriately updated.

Again, another mission close to 
being successfully completed by 
E-3A Component personnel.

Photos by Maureen Geraets-Head, AMARG BA, 
Capt. André Bongers and Mr. Thomas Roskam
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Every year the French Army offers 
the members of the annual military 
pilgrimage the option to take rest in a 
separated area nearby the cave where 
in the early 1850s the wonder of 
Lourdes should have happened. 

Weeks of preparation are laying 
behind Colonel Czorny : From the 
transport of the US, UKR and DEU 
pilgrim contingent through Germany 
into France by train, followed by 
the organization of the camp side, 
up to the daily routines, including 
the fighting against the massive 
rain – Colonel Czorny is responsible 
for everything. It is a 24/7 job for 
the Commander of Air Field Services 
Squadron. 

‘Cedric’, an officer from the French 
army shares his feelings about the 
annual meeting: ‘I am very proud that 
my country hosts again the world’s 
biggest military pilgrimage. It is a 
great pleasure to see all different 
militaries united in peace.” 

Eagles celebrate squadron’s 30th Anniversary

By Maj. Johannes Glowka

Lt. Col. Siegfried Czorny is writing the schedule of the day on a white 
board at the military camp side at Lourdes. He is responsible for hundreds 
of military pilgrims at “tent village”, based on the hills, closed to the ‘holy 
district’ of Lourdes during the middle of May.

By Senior Master Sgt. Ingo Senft

Flying Squadron 3 members, both former and present, celebrated the 
squadron’s 30th Anniversary, with a party at the Bavarian Kellar on June 
10, 2015. 

The 57th military pilgrimage was open 
again to every soldier from every 
country, no matter what religion he or 
she is practicing. 

The atmosphere is very peaceful at 
“tent village”. Soldiers of all NATO 
nations and of several ‘Partnership 
for Peace’ nations drop by from time 
to time for a small talk or a cup of 
coffee.

Lt. Col. Siegfried Czorny with a candle for all fallen soldiers.

Courtesy Photos

The symbol of the 57th pilgrimage: 
Taking care of each other.

Courtesy Photos

Maj. Gen. Andrew Mueller opened the 
ceremonies with welcoming remarks, 
detailing the squadron’s outstanding 
accomplishments over the past three 
decades.

Lt. Col. Daniel Held, Squadron 
3 Commander, followed General 
Mueller’s remarks by welcoming former 
squadron members, including several 
previous commanders, as well as those 
from support units throughout the 
Component. 

Colonel Held then presented General 
Mueller, with a Squadron 3 flag as a 
farewell gift. The flag had been flown 
during the ISAF mission that covered 

the 2014 Afghanistan elections, 
in which general was on board as 
the tactical director. Additionally, 
several current squadron members 
were recognized for exceptional 
performance, by each being presented 
with a certificate of appreciation and 
some receiving commander’s coins 
from General Mueller. 

The Anniversary celebration was 
dedicated to the families of three 
decades of Squadron 3 members, 
whom without their support, the 
accomplishments garnered by this 
squadron would not have been 
possible. 

Component member runs the show at Military pilgrimage
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Free weekly cleaning.
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   DISCOUNT COUPON  valid on a
total treatment

of euro 125,-

•
•
•
•
•

 your car is being hand-washed with wax shampoo for only €  13,50
 car cleaning
 Permagard protective coating
 dent removal without repainting
 spot repair

✁

✁✁

✁
of € 10.00

Heerlen   •   Breukerweg 195   •   Heerlen   •   +31 (0)45 - 522 59 00

for your total car cleaning

Rumpenerstraat 49   6443 CC Brunssum   Phone +31 (0)45 564 01 58   www.elcomal.nl

OFFICIAL VOLVO MILITARY/DIPLOMAT SALES AGENT
NATO AIRBASE GEILENKIRCHEN, U.S. ARMY GARRISSON SCHINNEN & JFC BRUNSSUM
OFFICIAL VOLVO MILITARY/DIPLOMAT SALES AGENT
NATO AIRBASE GEILENKIRCHEN, U.S. ARMY GARRISSON SCHINNEN & JFC BRUNSSUM

- FOR ALL EUROPEAN, US, CANADIAN & UK 
 NATIONALITIES SERVING NATO

- LEADING TAX-FREE MILITARY AND
 DIPLOMATIC VOLVO SUPPLIER

- GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICE

- ALL PAYMENTS DIRECT TO THE
 VOLVO FACTORY IN GOTHENBURG,
 SWEDEN

- HOME SHIPMENT PROGRAM INCLUDED*

- US, CANADIAN AND EUROPEAN SPECS
 SERVICE & MAINTENANCE

- BODY AND PAINT SHOP

- VOLVO DEALER SINCE 1965
*ONLY U.S. & CANADIAN SPECS

- HOME SHIPMENT PROGRAM INCLUDED*

- US, CANADIAN AND EUROPEAN SPECS
 SERVICE & MAINTENANCE

- BODY AND PAINT SHOP

- VOLVO DEALER SINCE 1965

Gielen Sfeer Interieur

Maastrichtersteenweg 138     3770 Vroenhoven-Riemst     Belgium     Phone +32 (012) 452483

YOU ALSO CAN FIND US EACH SUNDAY ON THE ANTIQUE MARKET, TONGEREN, IN OUR STORE.

Open:

Monday - Friday 0900-1800 hrs
Saturday - Sunday 1000-1700 hrs

www.gielen-sfeerinterieur.comwww.gielen-sfeerinterieur.comwww.gielen-sfeerinterieur.comwww.gielen-sfeerinterieur.comwww.gielen-sfeerinterieur.comwww.gielen-sfeerinterieur.com

Suzanne Gielen

OPEN EVERY SUNDAY
We accept VAT-papers

Furniture and Decoration
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Members of every nation are entitled 
to participate as long as you are born 
before 2007. You can also bring your 
family and friends along as long as 
you guarantee them base access. It 
will take about 20 minutes to pass the 
test and is free of charge.

Find more details on the event on 
fussi2015@web.de. Please register by 
no later than Aug. 31, 2015.

If you are able to achieve the 
silver level or higher, your 
“Fußballabzeichen” can be accepted 
as a gold level score for the “DSA - 
Deutsche Sportabzeichen” (German 

Get your soccer award on your way to the “DSA”
The German support unit invites you to achieve the “Fußballabzeichen” 
(soccer award) by showing your soccer skills in five different disciplines 
(dribbling, short passing, ball crossing, headers and penalties) at the NATO 
Air Base soccer field on Sept. 7, 2015, from 1400 to 1800.

sports award) in the category 
“coordination”. 

The “DSA” is a 100 year old civilian 
award and it’s an annual requirement 
for every German soldier. It consists 
of four skill categories comprising 
endurance, power, speed and 
coordination. You can select one 
discipline of each category and you 
can try to improve your scores during 
the actual calendar year. Depending on 
your total score you will be awarded 
the “DSA” in gold, silver or bronze.
If you like to receive more information 
about the “DSA” or want to try it out, 
please contact dsa2015@web.de.

One-by-one, these degree recipients 
walked across the stage of the Mass 
Briefing Facility in recognition of 
their academic accomplishments in 
a commencement ceremony held 
on May 12, 2015. School advisors 
from the four on-base institutions 
(Community College of the Air Force, 
University of Maryland University 

By Valerie Haas

From logistics and transportation to aeronautical science and space 
operations, the NATO Airbase Geilenkirchen Education Center presented 
more than 40 undergraduate and graduate degrees to E-3A Component 
members and dependents, as well as military members stationed at 
Headquarters Allied Joint Force Command Brunssum (NL).

College, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
University, and the University of 
Oklahoma) assisted Lt Col Brady 
Vaira, 470th Air Base Squadron 
Commander, in conferring the degrees. 
Additionally, former Commander 
of the Base Support Group at JFC 
Brunssum, Col Michael Lamb, gave a 
motivating commencement address. 

Viewing their accomplishments as a 
pit-stop, he encouraged the graduates 
to continue pursuing their next goal 
in life, whether it is further education, 
a career milestone, or simply traveling 
through Europe.

Education Services Officer Randolph 
Phelan gives credit for the event to 
Ms. Michele Lott, Education Center 
Academic Advisor, and Ms. Valerie 
Lyn Peterson-Borro, University of 
Oklahoma Area Site Director, for 
coordinating the ceremony. “Being 
able to recognize the educational 
accomplishments of our community 
members is truly an honor. Ms. Lott 

and Ms. Peterson-Borro spearheaded 
this amazing event, and through their 
efforts, I hope others are inspired 
to achieve their educational goals. I 
would also like to thank Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical University, Geilenkirchen 
Top III Association, American 
Spouses of Geilenkirchen, and the 
470th Booster Club—without their 
assistance, this event would not have 
been possible.”

For more information on pursuing 
your own educational goals, visit the 
Education Center in building 89, across 
the street from Commerzbank or call 
ext. 2244.

The German National Support Unit, Geilenkirchen 
invites all soccer enthusiast men and women to accomplish the SOCCER AWARD.  

 

Sportsfield NATO Air Base 
 7. September 2015  - from 14.00 until 18.00 hrs 

 

 More information and sign up until 31. August at fussi2015@web.de. 

For all soccer interested 
adults, youth and kids* 

 

*born before 2007 

SHOW YOUR SKILLS! 

Graduates honored in commencement ceremony

Photo by Tech. Sgt. Kelly Brown
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(Open to all US and NATO identification card holders)

JUNE
Visit the Services Branch WSS Web Page for the latest program information and upcoming events

POC: IYA Events: Mrs Neuhalfen, ext. 4954; Sports Events: Mr Stelten, ext. 4920; Food Services: Mr Peeters, ext. 4990

IYA Mosel Valley Trip to Eltz Castle and Cochem with Winefest: 
Saturday, 29 August, 0800 – 2000. Visit the huge medieval fairy-tale castle Burg 
Eltz. Travel on to the beautiful historic town of Cochem. On the market place 
in the old town and along the Mosel River the winegrowers are celebrating the 
annual Winefest with music, regional booths and traditional food. Our luxury 
bus departs from outside the Main Gate. Cost including guided tour of Eltz Castle 
and entrance to its Treasury is € 25 for ages 18 and up, € 23 for ages 6 to 17, 
and € 17 for ages 5 and under with MWA-Card, € 37 for ages 18 and up, € 34 for 
ages 6 to 17, and € 25 for ages 5 and under without MWA-Card. 

IYA Trip to Bruges: 
Saturday, 12 September, 0730 – 2030. Explore one of the most beautiful cities 
in Europe. Walking along the maze of winding cobbled alleys, romantic canals, 
and magnifi cent Gothic squares you imagine yourself to be in medieval times. 
Beside the wealth of architectural and artistic treasures you fi nd a huge variety 
of stores, cafes, pubs and restaurants. The town is famous for its traditional 
Belgian cooking, hand-made chocolate pralines, and lace. Optional: you can join 
the tour guide on an orientation walk across the historical city centre, which 
is included in the UNESCO World Heritage list. Our luxury bus departs from the 
parking lot outside the Front Gate. Cost is € 26, pay only € 18 with MWA Card.

IYA Mixed Martial Arts classes under the experienced and certifi ed instruction 
of Mr. Christian Ecklé are starting on 17 August. Instruction is at the Old Gym 
on Mondays and Wednesdays, 1700 to 1830 for ages 6 to 15, and 1830 to 2000 
for ages 16 and up. Cost for a 1,5-months course, 17 August to 23 September, 
is € 37,50, with a € 3,75 discount for the second and each additional family 
member. The fi rst class is free. 

Volkshochschul German Language Course for Children
The program is especially designed to integrate children from other countries 
into the German Kindergarten and Grundschule. Individual tuition in small 
groups for children aged 5 and up in accordance with the curriculum of the 
German school system starts on 3 September. Classes are held at the IYA on 
Thursdays, 1500 – 1630 or 1630 - 1800, under the experienced and certifi ed 
instruction of Manuela Beck. Cost is € 45 for an eight-week course.

IYA Swimming Courses for Beginners and Advanced Beginners
for ages 5 and up at the Hallenbad in Heinsberg start on 9 September: 
Wednesdays, 1800 to 1900. Our certifi ed instructors speak English and German, 
and work with the children in small groups. Cost for 12 lessons is € 90, pay only 
€ 65 with your valid MWA Card.

Food festival in Maaseik (Belgium)
During the weekend of August 14 to 16, 2015, the market place in Maaseik, 
Belgium, is the scenery for a good festival where the best restaurants of the 
local area (Belgian and Dutch) present their specialties, to include quite a 
variety of wine and of course Belgian beer. For more information, visit 
www.hartbufkespreuve.com (in Dutch).

Scottish weekend in Bilzen (Belgium) 
From September 11 to 13, 2015, the 30th edition of the Scottish weekend will 
take place in an appropriate setting: castle “Alden Biesen” in Bilzen (Belgium), 
about an hour driving from Geilenkirchen. Tickets can be ordered in advance or 
bought at the entrance. For more information, visit the event’s Web site, 
http://www.schotsweekend.be/, which is available in four languages. 

AUGUST / SEPTEMBER

Event includes:
Friday Night Dinner

Saturday Breakfast, Poker Run, Games, Dinner
Sunday Breakfast

Registration is required by July 27th
Registration info at www.GK-riders.blogspot.de

Tents and cots provided on site, bring a sleeping bag

Motorcycle Motorcycle Rally
Where: NATO Air Base Geilenkirchen

When: Friday August 7th to Sunday August 9th

GKRA 2015

A German Tropical Cocktail Party will be held on Aug. 27, 2015, starting at 
1500 in Building 98, the former Canadian NSU. The aim is to have a party 
with some delicious cocktails, drinks and food in a summer, sun tropical 
atmosphere. To have a rough overview about the barbeque supply we ask you 
to buy tickets for Bratwurst and Steaks (Pork and Chicken) in advance from 
Building 98 beginning July 1.
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JUNE
Visit the Services Branch WSS Web Page for the latest program information and upcoming events

POC: IYA Events: Mrs Neuhalfen, ext. 4954; Sports Events: Mr Stelten, ext. 4920; Food Services: Mr Peeters, ext. 4990

IND. RESTAURANT
Original Indian Cuisine  · www.tasteofindia.tvOriginal Indian Cuisine  · www.tasteofindia.tv

Our Introductory Offer: 

3-course Menu 
· Papadam and Salad
· one Chicken, one Lamb  
 dish with Basmati rice
 and original Tandoori  
 Naan (bread)
· Dessert (specialty of 
 the house)

20,90 E 
(34,90 E p.2P.)

Also order all dishes 
for take-away. www.grenzenlos-selfkant.de www.grenzenlos-selfkant.de www.grenzenlos-selfkant.de 

Mon to Sat

9 to 12 hrs 

breakfast 

buffet 

7,50 e

German kitchen!

Schnitzel, steaks 

and noodle items

Chef‘s Tip!

Hamburger 
and french fries

From 12 ‚o‘ clock onwards 
continuous warm kitchen
From 12 ‚o‘ clock onwards 

Two restaurants 

under a roof  – 

shopping center
Tüddern

In der Fummer 18 · Selfkant-Tüddern · Tel.: +49 (0) 24 56 - 508 72 80

· Papadam and Salad
· one Chicken, one Lamb 

dish with Basmati rice
and original Tandoori 
Naan (bread)

· Dessert (specialty of 
the house)

20,90 

 10% 
rebate

on all dishes 

Mon to Thurs 

ToI_Anzeige_nato_225x162_4c_GB.indd   1 04.12.14   07:50

 Audi A1 3-trg. Attraction 1.2 TFSI 63 kW (86 PS), 5 Gang,
 Grundpreis ab Werk (inkl. MwSt.),  Lackierung:  Brillant-
 schwarz,  Ausstattung:  schw./schw. – schw./schw./titan-
 grau,  Sonderausstattungen/Zubehör:  Comfort-drive-
 Paket, Ablagepaket, Klimaanlage manuell, Mittelarm-
 lehne vorn, Sitzheizung vorn, Radioanlage Chorus,
 Seitenairbags vorn, Kopfairbag, el. Außenspiegel, ESP,
 el. FH, Start-Stopp-System, ZV mit FB u.v.m.
 Finanzierungsbeispiel:
 +  Hauspreis  15.379,00 ¤
 + Überführung/Kfz-Brief-Gebühr  597,99 ¤
 – Anzahlung 18,71 %  2.990,00 ¤
 = Nettodarlehnsbetrag  12.986,99 ¤
 + Zinsen  814,07 ¤
 + Bearbeitungsgebühr  454,54 ¤
 = Darlehnssumme  14.255,60 ¤
 +  Laufzeit:  36 Monate
 +  Nominalzins:  p. a. 2,41 %

 +  effektiver Jahreszins (UD):  3,90 %

 +  35 monatliche Raten:  149,00 ¤
 +  Schlussrate bei 10.000 km/Jahr:  9.040,60 ¤

 Kraftstoffverbrauch:
 innerorts 6,2 l/100 km
 außerorts 4,4 l/100 km
 kombiniert 5,1 l/100 km

 CO 2 -Emissionen:
 kombiniert 118 g/km

 Alle Werte inkl. 19 % MwSt.

 * Ein Angebot der Audi Bank.
 *  Bonität vorausgesetzt.

(l. to r.w):  
Achim Käfferlein, 
Martin Deffur, 
Michael Wittwer, 
Gerd Caron, 
Lothar Herfs, 
Marcel Oellers, 
Markus Weber, 
Alfred Deffur, 
Michael Marx. 

Jacobs  
automobile  
sales team  
looks  
forward  
to your  
visit: 

Visit. 
Watch. 
And discover.

The Audi specialist  
in your region.

Our finance offer for you
Audi A1, 3-door, Attraction 1.2 TFSI 63 kW (86HP), 5-gear, basic 
price ex works (incl. VAT), Color painting: ‘brilliant black’, interior: 
black/ titan-grey. Additional special features: comfort drive pack-
age, depot package, air-conditioning (manual), middle armrest 
(front), heated seats (front),  radio Chorus, side airbags (front), head 
airbag, electronic mirrors, ESP, electronic window lift, start/stop 
system, central locking with radio control, and much more. 

Financing example: 
 Dealers’ price is
+ overcrossing / registration document
- down payment 18,71%
=  net amount of loan
+  interest rate
+ administration fee
= amount of loan
 Contract period: 36 months
 Nominal interest rate

 Annual percentage rate

 35 monthly rates
 Ending rate with 10,000 km/year

Fuel consumption:
In town 6.2 l/100 km
Out of town 4.4 l/100 km
Combined 5.1 l/100 km

CO2 emissions:
Combined 118 g/km

All prices incl. 19% VAT

* A special offer by Audi Bank. 
  Subject to the condition of 
  credit-worthiness. 

Landstr. 48-50, 52511 Geilenkirchen
Telefon: 02451-987011

WHY BUY A QUALITY CAR?
1) Quality cars are designed and manufactured to last much longer 
2)  Quality cars transport you and your family in the safest environment. 
3) Quality cars have exceptional resale values 
4) Quality cars are reliable 
5) Quality cars are a pleasure to own

WHY BUY BMW , VOLVO or MERCEDES?

1) BMW ,VOLVO and MERCEDES are your Quality cars
2)  MASSIVE Military Discounts (Buy Quality for the price of an Average car)
3) FREE Home Shipment to the U.S.A or CANADA when you return home
4) FREE Service and Maintenance for 3 Years (U.S. Volvo models) 
5)  FREE European Breakdown/Recovery (incl. Hotel, flights home, rental car) 
6) FREE 4 Year Warranty (3 year EU models)
7) FREE 12 Year Anti Corrosion guarantee
8)  Purchase Price in YOUR Currency and protected against price increases

WHY BUY FROM ROADCRAFT?

1) ROADCRAFT guarantee you the lowest price
2) ROADCRAFT guarantee the highest level of service
3) ROADCRAFT deliver to your Military Base
4)  ROADCRAFT have over 30 years experience selling to Military/Diplomats 
5) ROADCRAFT provide 24/7 LIFETIME SUPPORT- Unique in car sales 
6)  ROADCRAFT do not believe in pressure selling.  

We value and respect our customers!

www.MilitaryTaxfreeCars.com / ceo@MilitaryTaxFreeCars.com 
direct lines: 0031 646855537

OVER 20% 
savings OFF 
Tax-Free prices

MILITARY DISCOUNT CENTRE
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“BEST OVERALL 
RE-SALE VALUE!”
- KELLEY BLUE BOOK “MOST 

RELIABLE BRAND!”
- CONSUMER REPORTS

THE LEXUS 
MILITARY SALES 
PROGRAM!

Why not enhance your tour-of-duty in Europe by visiting its most famous landmarks in the luxury, comfort
and safety of a new Lexus automobile? To learn more about the many benefi ts offered exclusively through
the Lexus Military Sales Program at Pentagon Car Sales, including the unique new “CASH-BACK” option
that’s now available on all models, drop by a PCS facility near you, or visit www.pentagoncarsales.com

UNIQUE NEW “CASH-BACK” OPTION ON ALL MODELS!

SAVE THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS ON A NEW
AWARD-WINNING LEXUS AT PENTAGON CAR SALES! 

www.PentagonCarSales.com/lexus •  sales@PentagonCarSales.com

AUTHORIZED LEXUS SERVICE FACILITY

Kaiserslautern
Kaiserstrasse 1
67661 Kaiserslautern
Tel: 0631 351 90 40

Wiesbaden
Ludwig-Wolker-Str. 14
55252 Mainz-Kastel
Tel: 06134 567 80

Spangdahlem
Im Kreuzgarten 1 A
54529 Spangdahlem
Tel: 06565 93 69 90

Ramstein
Kindsbacher Str. 47
66877 Ramstein-Miesenbach
Tel: 06371 61 39 90

Italy
Aviano
Via Pordenone 48D
33081 Aviano (PN)
Tel: 0434 676 613

Vicenza
Viale Della Pace 254
36100 Vicenza (VI)
Tel: 0444 91 09 38

Germany
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