
Lance Cpl. Harley Thomas
Marine Corps Base Hawaii

MARINE CORPS TRAINING AREA 
BELLOWS — Local-based military mem-
bers, as well as representatives from 22 
countries within the Indo-Asia-Pacifi c 
region, gathered to observe amphibious 
landings by the 15th Marine Expedition-
ary Unit aboard Marine Corps Training 
Area Bellows, Tuesday.

The Amphibious Assault Vehicles and 

Landing Craft Air-Cushioned launched 
from the USS Rushmore, serving as part 
of the U.S. Pacifi c Fleet’s joint sea-basing 
exercise, Culebra Koa 15. The landing was 
made in conjunction with the inaugural 
U.S. Marine Corps Forces, Pacifi c-hosted 
U.S. Pacifi c Command Amphibious Lead-
ers Symposium.

The purpose of the three-day event was 
to strengthen Marine Corps relations with 
designated allied and partner militaries 
interested in amphibious capability devel-

opment.
Maj. Christina R. Henry, the lead plan-

ner for Southeast Asia and PALS-15 with 
MARFORPAC’s Plans section, said the op-
eration was about the nations partnering 
for all things amphibious.

“As everybody knows, Marines are am-
phibious in nature,” Henry said. “We are 
viewed as the partner of choice for expedi-
tionary and amphibious matters, and play 
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Cpl. Khalil Ross
Marine Corps Base Hawaii

MARINE CORPS TRAINING AREA BELLOWS — 
A memorial service was held for Lance Cpl. Jared R. 
Johnson, a Marine with Combat Logistics Battalion 
15, at building 700 aboard Marine Corps Training 
Area Bellows, Tuesday. 

Johnson, a 21-year old Longview, Texas, native, is 
survived by his wife, parents, two brothers and sister

“There are many things that can be said about 
Johnson, but words cannot simply describe how truly 
great of a husband, brother and Marine he was,” said 
Lance Cpl. Matthew Whitfi eld a machine gunner 
with Combat Logistics Battalion 15. “There was 
never a time or situation where Johnson wouldn’t go 
out of his way to help one of his brothers.”

Two of Johnson’s closest Marine “brothers” spoke 
at his service memorial about him as a person.

“Johnson was not only the smartest but one of 
the funniest guys in the platoon,” Whitfi eld went on 
to say. “There was never a good or bad situation he 
couldn’t make better.”

Whitfi eld went on to recount some of Johnson’s 
sillier moments, from doing burpees on fi re watch to 
announcing the weights are all used up when he was 
done with them. 

Lt. Justin Hayes, the battalion chaplain of 1st 
Battalion 3rd Marine Regiment, also spoke at the 
service.

“It’s hard to (move past) a death in the unit,” 
the Dogpatch, Ark., native said. “On a deployment 
they have to shake it off and continue on with the 
mission. Ceremonies like this help with the healing 
process for Marines so they can continue on.”

Hayes said any of the Marines who are having a 

hard time coping with the loss have the full support 
of the chain of command. 

“Some Marines will turn to their spiritual root and 
ponder life and its meaning,” Hayes said. “Others 
will just (stay in their loved one’s company) and heal 

that way.”
It’s important to move past the grief phase, Hayes 

said. He said people must remember the good times 

News Release
Hawaii Marine staff

The Military Advisory Panel 
voted on decreases to cost of liv-
ing allowance for three islands 
and an increase for one island. 
As of July 1, COLA will decrease 
by eight points on Oahu, Maui 
and Kauai. As of June 1, COLA 
will increase by two points on 
the Big Island of Hawaii.

The determination came af-
ter the U.S. Pacifi c Command 
Quality of Life Branch conduct-
ed a Living Pattern Survey last 
year.  

COLA rates are determined by 
comparing prices of 120 goods 
and services from each island 
with their average mainland-
equivalent. The Defense Travel 
Management Offi ce and Bureau 
of Labor Statistics also gather 
data from the annual weights 
update and compare per diem 
rates within and outside the 
continental United States.

“A two-point COLA index 
change equates to approxi-
mately $60 each month for an 
E-6 with three dependents and 
10 years of service,” reads a 
memorandum sent by Air Force 
Col. Jaimie Pease, the director 
of Manpower and Personnel at 
PACOM. 

To calculate COLA in your 
area, visit www.defensetravel.
dod.mil/site/colaCalc.cfm. For 
more information, contact your 
command’s fi nance offi ce.

15th MEU holds memorial service for one of their own

COLA amounts 
adjusted for Hawaii

PALS-15 unifi es Pacifi c

Cpl. Brittney Vella | Marine Corps Base Hawaii

Amphibious Assault Vehicles, launched from the USS Rushmore, demonstrated amphibious landings as part of the U.S. Pacifi c Fleet’s 
joint sea-basing exercise, Culebra Koa 15. Observed by local-based military and representatives from 22 countries within the Indo-Asia-
Pacifi c region, the landing was made in conjunction with the inaugural U.S. Marine Corps Forces Pacifi c-hosted U.S. Pacifi c Command 
Amphibious Leaders Symposium.

Cpl. Khalil Ross | Marine Corps Base Hawaii

Lance Cpl. Matthew Whitfi eld, a machine gunner with Combat Logistics Battalion 15, pays respects to his fallen 
comrade by clutching his dog tags at Marine Corps Training Area Bellows Tuesday. Whitfi eld gave his personal 
refl ection in the ceremony as well. 

See PALS-15, A-9

Courtesy Story
15th Marine Expeditionary Unit

USS ESSEX — Two Marines with the 
15th Marine Expeditionary Unit died of 
injuries sustained in an MV-22 Osprey 
mishap that occurred during training 
aboard Marine Corps Training Area 
Bellows, Sunday.

Of the 22 Marines onboard the 
aircraft, Lance Cpl. Joshua E. Barron, 
24, of Spokane, Wash., died Sunday. 
Lance Cpl. Matthew J. Determan, 21, of 
Maricopa, Ariz., died Tuesday. 

The Marines were conducting 
routine sustainment training at the 
time of the incident. The 15th MEU 

departed San Diego May 10 on a seven-
month deployment to the Pacifi c 
Command and Central Command 
areas of operation. 

Barron, a tiltrotor crew chief assigned 
to Marine Medium Tiltrotor Squadron 
161 (Rein.), was stationed at Marine 
Corps Air Station Miramar prior to 
deploying with the 15th MEU.

“Words cannot express our sorrow 
at the tragic loss of this fi ne young 
man,” said Col. Vance L. Cryer, the 
commanding offi cer of the 15th MEU. 
“Our heartfelt condolences go out to 
his family and the families of all the 
Marines involved in Sunday’s crash.”

Determan was a rifl eman assigned 

to 3rd Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment. 
He was stationed at Marine Corps Base 
Camp Pendleton prior to deploying 
with the 15th MEU. 

“Lance Cpl. Determan represents 
the best America has to offer,” Cryer 
said. “Our country and our Corps are 
poorer for his loss, but his example 
will continue to inspire us. I would 
like to thank all of those individuals 
who selfl essly, and without regard to 
their own safety, responded on-scene at 
Sunday’s mishap. You have the undying 
gratitude of everyone in the 15th MEU 
for your heroic efforts. Words cannot 
adequately express our appreciation.”

Cryer thanked Tripler Army Medical 

Center, The Queen’s Medical Center 
and Castle Medical Center for their 
assistance. He also thanked the local 
community, as well as units and 
personnel at Bellows Air Force Station, 
Marine Corps Base Hawaii, U.S. Marine 
Corps Forces, Pacifi c, and I Marine 
Expeditionary Force. 

“The donations of food, clothing, 
comfort items, care baskets and your 
expressions of support were a point of 
light in this diffi cult time,” he said.

“Please continue to keep everyone 
in your thoughts and prayers,” Cryer 
added. “They will certainly be on the 
minds of everyone in the MEU as we 
continue our deployment.”

Two Marines die from MV-22 mishap on MCTAB

See JOHNSON, A-9
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This week in Corps history: May 22, 1912: 1st Lt. Alfred 
A. Cunningham, the first Marine officer to be assigned to 
“duty in connection with aviation” by Maj. Gen. William 
P. Biddle, commandant of the Marine Corps, reported for 
aviation training at the Naval Aviation Camp at Annapolis, 
Md., and Marine aviation had its official beginning.

- U.S. Marine Corps History Division 

MARINE CORPS BASE HAWAII EVENTS
FUTURE EVENTS

The Survivor Teen Dance is scheduled 
for May 29 at 6:30 to 9 p.m. at the Kulia 
Youth Center. The cost is $3 in advance 
for Children, Youth and Teen Program 
members, and $4 for non-members. At 
the door: $6 for CYTP members, $8 for 
non-members. For more information, 
call 257-2030.

The Nuupia Ponds Fun Run is sched-
uled for May 29 at 7 a.m., starting on 
3rd Street across from Pollock Field. Earn 
points from this 101 Days of Summer 
Event for your Unit. The cost is $2 per 
person and $20 per 20-Person Forma-
tion. For more information, call Beckie 
Page 254-7636 or the Semper Fit Center 
at 254-7597.

Now through May 31 or until teams 
are filled, youth basketball registration is 
available at the Semper Fit Center from 
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Practice begins June 
1, and games are scheduled from July 11 
through Aug. 29. 

Youth basketball is open to children 
of active duty, Department of Defense 
and Marine Corps Community Services 
families, born between the years 2000 
and 2006. The $65 registration fee in-
cludes uniforms and participation tro-
phies. For more information, call the 
youth sports coordinator at 254-7473.

The Provost Marshal’s Office is re-
cruiting children and volunteers for 
the Drug Education for Youth Phase 1 
Summer Leadership Camp and Phase 
2 yearlong program 2015 to 2016. The 
deadline for both to sign up has been ex-
tended to May 29. 

The nationwide program is sponsored 
by the Department of Defense. The 
DEFY program builds self-esteem and 
teaches leadership and teamwork skills, 
goal-setting, drug awareness and pre-
vention, and deglamorization of “gang 
mentality” for children 9 to 12 years 
old. Participants will go on excursions to 
places like Sea Life Park, Bishop Museum 
and Kualoa Ranch.

Phase 1 Summer Leadership Camp 
is a non-residential, eight-day program 
that runs from June 22 through 26 June 
and June 29 through July 1 from 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Phase 2 is the third Saturday of 
each month from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. until 
May 2016. Kids will meet every morning 
at building 1095. Parents will pick-up 
children at 4 p.m. at the same location. 
Transportation, DEFY gear, snacks and 
lunch are free.

The DEFY program is seeking eight 
adult volunteer mentors (18 and older) 
and five teen volunteer mentors (ages 15 
to 17) to assist in the program. All volun-
teers are screened and attend mandatory 
DEFY staff training. For more informa-
tion or to apply, call Jessica Burns at 257-
8312 or email jessica.burns@usmc.mil. 

The Marine Corps Embassy Security 
Guard screening is scheduled for June 1 
and 2 at 8 a.m. in the base theater. End 
time will be determined at a later date.  

Headquarters Marine Corps Special 
duty Screening is scheduled for June 1 
and 2 8 a.m. in the base theater. End 
time to be determined at a later date. 
Please see Marine Administrative Mes-
sage 177/15 or contact your career plan-
ner for more information.

The next Spouses Transition Assis-
tance Readiness Seminar is scheduled for 
June 13 from 7 to 10 p.m. Reduce the 
unknowns at this free workshop. Get 
information on various topics including 
Veterans Affairs benefits, budgeting and 
relocation. For more information or to 
register, call 257-7097. 

TODAY

The Marine Corps Base Hawaii post 
office has Click-N-Ship pamphlets avail-
able for patrons. The pamphlets con-
tain websites and instructions on how 
to prepare packages at home to ship. Pa-
trons are able save money on and print 
postage from usps.com, as well as at 
order free shipping supplies. For more 
information, visit the base post office or 
call 257-2008.

SUNDAY

Local band Island Storm will be 
playing live music at K-Bay Lanes, 
Sunday from 7 to 10 p.m. For more 
information, call K-Bay Lanes at 254-
7693. 

MONDAY

All Naval Health Clinic Hawaii 
operations are scheduled to be closed 
today. This includes all medical and 
dental facilities at Branch Health 
Clinics Makalapa, Camp H.M. Smith, 
Wahiawa, Marine Corps Base Hawaii 
Kaneohe Bay and Naval Shipyard. 

Providers will be attending required 
training to ensure delivery of the 
best and most current patient care. 
All routine care should be planned 
prior to or after today. This includes 
appointment scheduling, prescription 
refills and laboratory draws.

All clinics will re-open for regular 
business hours Tuesday. For NHCH 
hours of operation, visit med.navy.mil/
sites/nhch. Beneficiaries can speak to 
a healthcare provider at any time the 
clinics are closed by calling the toll-free 
“Nurse Advice Line” at 1-800-874-2273, 
ext. 1. For emergencies, call 911 or go to 
Tripler Army Medical Center. For active-
duty dental emergencies, call 864-4705.

TUESDAY 

Middaugh Street is closed weekdays 
between 7:30 a.m. and 3 p.m., through 
Tuesday. The street is closed between 
Harris Ave and Fort Hase Beach for new 
sewer construction work. Motorists 
requested to find alternate routes 
around the closed section. Both lanes 
will be re-opened after 3 p.m. daily. 

For more information, call Philip 
Lum at 257-6900.

The next Lifestyles, Insights, 
Networking, Knowledge and Skills for 
Spouses class is scheduled for Tuesday 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the conference 
room of building 244. 

This event is provided by spouses for 
spouses to help acquire the knowledge 
and develop the skills to successfully 
meet the challenges ahead and make 
new friends.

The class is open to all active-
duty Marine Corps/Navy spouses. 
Reservations are required. For more 
information, call Marine Corps Family 
Team Building at 257-2657.

WEDNESDAY

The next PCS and Moving Workshop 
is scheduled for Wednesday from 8 a.m. 
to noon in classroom seven of building 
1090. This program is designed to give 
an outbound member and families 
the information, resources, and tools 
needed to plan their move.

The workshop is open to all active 
duty service members and their spouses; 
three to four months prior to departing 
island is highly recommended.

Registration is required. Service mem-
bers and spouses may call or vsiit mcc-
shawaii.com/trpworkshops to register. 
For more information, call Family Mem-
ber Employment Assistance Program and 
Relocation Services at 257-8354. 

THURSDAY

The Teen Advisory Council is 
scheduled to meet Thursday from 5 to 
6 p.m. in the base library, building 219. 
Teens provide input on library teen 
services and materials. 

The council is open to all dependents 
of active duty, retirees, and Department 
of Defense civilians ages 12 to 18. For 
more information, call the base library 
at 254-7624.

The Exceptional Family Member 
Program is scheduled to host a Respite 
Care Program Brief Thursday from 
11:30 to 12:30 in room one of building 
219. This brief covers what the respite 
care program is intended for, who is 
eligible and how the process works. 
Call to register for a seat. For more 
information, call EFMP at 257-0290.

Words from the Base Inspector
‘Where did my spare tire go? I left 
it in the parking lot and someone 
took it!’

All Marines have heard the anecdote 
that “Gear adrift is a gift.” 

On Marine Corps Base Hawaii, there 
is another (and far more accurate) 
anecdote, which says, “Car parts left in 
public areas go to the Recycling Center.”  

Often, during the course of inspecting 
the base, I find car parts: batteries, 
headlights, fenders, steering wheels, and 
many tires. Sometimes the tires come 
with nice rims as well. Nevertheless, 
these parts come to rest in parking lots, 

fields, medians and residential areas.
As these car parts are not attached to a 

registered vehicle, they are “adrift.” With 
no way to locate their rightful owner, 
these orphaned parts need a home.  The 
Recycling Center provides a safe and 
welcoming environment for abandoned 
and unclaimed material.  

Marine Corps Base Hawaii fully 
understands that the ongoing renovation 
of the Auto Hobby Shop is inconvenient 
for Marines who need to keep their 
cars running. However, leaving an 
unregistered, uninsured “project” car 
and parts in a parking lot or driveway is 
an eyesore and is unacceptable.  

Please ensure all members of our 
military community may enjoy Marine 
Corps Base Hawaii by complying with the 
base regulations, behaving responsibly 
and politely encouraging others to do 
the same.  

If you have a question for the base 
inspector, please contact us at KBAZ_
HQBN_INSP@usmc.mil.

Semper Fidelis.
Lt. Col. D. H. Bohn
base inspector
Marine Corps Base Hawaii
base inspector hotline: 257-8852
KBAZ_HQBN_INSP@usmc.mil

COMMENT: On behalf of the math and science cadre at 
Mokapu Elementary School, I want to extend my deepest 
appreciation and heartfelt thank you for your sponsorship of 
your Math/Science Night event. Thanks to your support we 
were able to award gift certificates to many of our families for 
taking time out of their very busy schedules to attend the event. 
We had 477 attendees including students, parents and family 
members. All were having fun learning by participating in the 
math and science activities. Our parents were able to support 
the importance of education with their children. Through 
your sponsorship you showed our families that you also value 
education. In an effort to show our appreciation we ensured 
that our parents knew of your sponsorship by including your 
business name on the event handout and encouraging our 
parents to patronize your establishment. Thank you again for 
your continued support of education and Mokapu Elementary. 

Ice Comments

JUNE is 
PTSD Awareness Month

www.dstressline.com



Hawaii Marine May 22, 2015 • A-3

Lance Cpl. Harley Thomas
Marine Corps Base Hawaii

As a part of National Painting 
Week, volunteers from a local painting 
company spent their Saturday 
repainting rooms at the Wounded 
Warrior Battalion West-Detachment 
Hawaii aboard Marine Corps  
Base Hawaii.

National Painting Week is dedicated 
to giving back to the community and 
supporting community development. 
This year, the volunteers chose to give 
back to the wounded warriors aboard 
MCB Hawaii by painting the interiors 
of the Detachment.

David Katsuda, one of the volunteers 
painting the rooms, said companies all 
across the country are doing events 
such as this. He said that while some 
are painting for Boys and Girls Clubs of 
America, he felt that with the military 
presence on Oahu, the wounded 
warriors seemed like a good fit for them.

“We (were) going to stay as long as it 
takes,” Katsuda, a Kihei, Hawaii, native, 
said. “It’s such a simple thing, to give 
up one Saturday and a couple buckets 
of paint — which is such a small 
sacrifice for military personnel and 
those who make sacrifices every day. 
For us, it was important to give back. 
Our one Saturday pales in comparison 
to the commitments you all make.”

Col. Sean C. Killeen, the 
commanding officer for Marine Corps 
Base Hawaii, said the volunteers were 
able to help brighten up the lives of the 
wounded warriors by brightening up 
their rooms.

“I think the wounded warriors are 
the pinnacle of those who have paid 
the price for this country and are still 
around to talk about it,” the Chicago 
native said. “It’s up to us to not only 
show our appreciation for them, but 
to show that we care in a tangible way 
as well. The volunteers (were) a good 
group and they (were) having a good 
time working; you could tell they (were) 

taking care in what they did and (were) 
investing themselves in the project.”

Killeen said this was an incredible 
opportunity for the community to 
show their support for the wounded 
warriors. He said it wasn’t just about 
respect, but also about the recognition 
of what the service members had given 
for their country.

“These people (were) doing 
something on the community’s behalf, 
doing what they can to show their 
appreciation for the Marines’ sacrifice,” 
Killeen said. “It all comes down to the 
belief that ‘actions speak louder than 

words.’ Each day that a Marine comes 
home to his barracks, that paint job is 
there and it will have a lasting effect. 
This is more than just a handshake 
— it’s not something that will  
fade quickly.”

Killeen said the volunteers embodied 
the spirit of aloha by showing their 
support and honoring the greatest 
warriors the Marine Corps has. He said 
based on  his experience as a casualty 
evacuation pilot, he saw what the 
service members went through and he 
has a great appreciation for what they 
have endured.

“Despite their wounds, they are 
still warriors and that’s inspiring for 
everybody else — they haven’t let the 
changes in their physical condition 
affect their attitude or performance,” 
he said. “I don’t care if you’re a lance 
corporal or the commandant of the 
Marine Corps, when you see a wounded 
warrior, you can’t help but feel 
inspired. The volunteers have extended 
their sense of ohana, of family, to the 
wounded warriors and are taking care 
of them as if they were in fact family. 
For that, I offer my sincerest gratitude 
and a heartfelt ‘thank you.’”

Lance Cpl. Harley Thomas | Marine Corps Base Hawaii

Cpl. Brittney Vella | Marine Corps Base Hawaii

Council bridges gap, builds strong relations

Volunteers make small sacrifice for wounded warriors

Lt. Col. David Bohn, the base 
inspector of Marine Corps Base 
Hawaii and Don Aweau, a 
representative of Honolulu City 
Councilman Ikaika Anderson’s 
office, discuss speeding problems 
on the H-3 during the Windward 
Civilian-Military Council meeting 
at the Marine Corps Air Station 
Operations Complex, Tuesday. The 
Council, which has been around 
for more than four decades, helps 
bridge the gap between Marine 
Corps Base Hawaii and the 
surrounding windward community. 
The Council, which is made up 
of state government officials, 
representatives from local schools 
and businesses and officials from 
MCB Hawaii, aims to meet up 
quarterly to give the members a 
chance to voice topics such as 
news, upcoming events and discuss 
changes in the local government. 
“The relationship between the 
base and the community is at very 
good (place),” said William (Ned) 
Busch, the Council president. “(The 
committee) allows both groups to 
work more effectively together for 
the benefit of both.”

Brock Pulliam, a Waiahole, Hawaii, native, paints one of the rooms in the Wounded Warrior Battalion West-Detachment Hawaii, 
Saturday aboard Marine Corps Base Hawaii. The volunteers dedicated a portion of their weekend in honor of National Painting Week, 
a time spent focusing on giving back to the community and supporting community development.

Guild Mortgage Company makes it easy
from start to fi nish by educating our customers

on the home buying process. 

Company NMLS ID - 3274

Closing Loans and Opening Doors
Since 1960!
www.guildmortgage.com/branches/kailua

Kailua Offi ce  |  609 Kailua Road  |  Suite 200  |  Kailua, HI 96734   |  808.263.4622
Honolulu Offi ce  |  677 Ala Moana Blvd  |  Suite 708  |  Honolulu,  HI  96813   |  808.744.6420 
Waikele Offi ce |  94-849 Lumiaina Street  |  Suite 105  |  Waipahu, HI  96797   |  808.369.7383 



Your weekly guide to what’s happening around the Corps

Lance Cpl. Fatmeh Saad | II Marine Expeditionary Force

East Coast Overseas

West CoastSee https://www.dvidshub.net/news/163618/cac-plt-3-8-artillerymen-
prepare-deployment-build-unity#.VV55emRVhHw for full story

The 1st Marine Division Band plays the “Marines’ Hymn” during 3rd Light Armored 
Reconnaissance Battalion’s change of command ceremony at Felix Field, May 7.

U.S. service members from Joint Task Force 505 and Nepalese soldiers unload 
casualties to a medical triage area at Tribhuvan International Airport, Kathmandu, 
Nepal, after a 7.3 magnitude earthquake struck the country, May 12. JTF 505 and 
other multinational forces and humanitarian relief organizations are currently in 
Nepal providing aid after a 7.8 magnitude earthquake struck the country, April 25. At 
Nepal’s request, the U.S. government ordered JTF 505 to provide unique capabilities 
to assist Nepal. 

Gunnery Sgt. Ricardo Morales |III Marine Expeditionary Force Combat Camera

See https://www.dvidshub.net/news/163250/wolf-pack-welcomes-
new-leader for full story

See https://www.dvidshub.net/news/163270/jtf-505-continues-search-
humanitarian-aid#.VV55sWRVhHw for full story

An artilleryman with Combined Arms Company Artillery Platoon, 3rd Battalion, 8th 
Marine Regiment, cleans an M777A2 Howitzer after firing rounds during a week-long 
training exercise aboard Camp Lejeune, N.C., May 11 through 15. The newly formed 
unit, made up of Marines from Bravo and Charlie Batteries, 1st Battalion, 10th Marine 
Regiment, tested their teamwork and versatility during the exercise, which is part of 
their preparation for an upcoming deployment in support of the Black Sea Rotational 
Force based in Romania. 

Lance Cpl. Thomas Mudd | Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center Twentynine Palms, Calif
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Millie, an 85-pound weimaraner, has 

moved with her military family five 
times. Millie’s owner, Melanie Brassfield, 
recalled the first trip as “incredibly stress-
ful.”

Although the family contacted the air-
line’s help desk ahead of time, the help 
desk was based overseas. On the day of 
the flight, Millie’s crate would not fit in 
the cargo door of the plane, resulting in 
an additional night stay in a hotel. Now-
adays, Brassfield makes it a point to call 
the help desk at the local airport instead. 

Service members leaving Hawaii for a 
new duty station may already have a lot 
of responsibilities as it is, but with the ad-
dition of a family pet, there are several 
more things to keep in mind. 

Before leaving MCB Hawaii, Robin 
Cabilao, the law enforcement animal 
technician at the Game Warden’s Office,  
asks that residents simply call the Game 
Warden’s Office and notify them that 
they and their pet will be leaving with 
their pet. 

In addition, Brassfield said one of the 
biggest challenges about making a per-
manent change of station is finding a 
home that will accommodate her dog. 

“In our experience, finding a rental 
property has also been more of a chal-
lenge with a pet,” she said. “There are 
many landlords who don’t want to rent 
to pet owners, particularly those with a 
large dog. If you have family or friends in 
your previous location (who) can look af-
ter your pet while you find a house, and 
send the pet out after you, it would make 
it all a lot easier. It is very difficult having 
to stay in a hotel with kids and a dog.”

Cabilao recommended that people be 
aware of their pet’s health needs while 
moving.

“Try not to travel in areas where it can 
jeopardize the health of the animal,” Ca-
bilao said.   

Each airline has its own regulations 
and practices for handling pets, from 
crate size to breed. In addition, airlines 
may not allow animals to travel at cer-
tain temperatures. 

Some dogs and cats are brachycephal-
ic, which means they have smushed-in 
faces. These animals, including those 
that are overweight, may have a harder 
time breathing when on a plane, accord-
ing to Dr. Laurel Rhodes, a veterinarian 
at the Marine Corps Base Hawaii veteri-
nary treatment facility. 

Pets leaving Hawaii require health 
certificates, which are only valid for 10 
days from the time they are issued by the 
veterinarian. Owners must make an ap-
pointment with their veterinarian for a 
health certificate. By then, all pertinent 
labs and vaccinations must already be 
completed, and there must be, at mini-
mum, a 10-day wait before conducting a 
health certificate exam. 

There is a wait time because pets could 
have adverse reactions to vaccines, ac-
cording to Christine Rossen, a certified 
veterinary technician at the base VTF.

MCB Hawaii’s veterinary treatment 
facility begins taking appointments for 
the next month after the 15th of each 
month. Vet staff asks owners to bring 
specific items with their pet to the health 
certificate exam: two signed copies of 
their pet’s rabies certificate in blue ink, 
PCS orders and pet records. 

Service members who are moving to 
a foreign country should do research, 
because each country differs in terms of 
requirements. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
Animal and Health Plant Inspection 
Service’s website lists regulations by 
country. The USDA also has a number 
of port veterinarians in certain 
states, including Hawaii. Pet owners 
traveling to foreign countries must 
visit the port veterinarian after their 
initial vet appointment to approve  
their paperwork.

The Hawaii port veterinarian is:
Tim B. Falls
USDA Port Veterinarian
3375 Koapaka St. Suite H420
Honolulu, HI 96819
Office: 838-2854
Fax: 838-2862
Email: tim.b.falls@aphis.usda.gov.
Brassfield recommends that pet 

owners inquire about military discounts 
with airlines, and suggests researching 
kennels should they require one. 

“Research sites like dogvacay.com if 
you are concerned about putting your 
dog in a kennel immediately after a 
long flight,” Brassfield said. “We have 
had great success with in-home dog 
sitters who have given Millie the extra 
attention she needed after a flight.”

For more information, visit the Game 
Warden’s Office in building 3099 or call 
257-1821. The base VTF is reachable at 

257-3643. A flier with instructions and 
tips on what to do when leaving Hawaii 
with a pet is available at mccshawaii.
com/veterinary.

Editor’s Note: This is Part One in a 
two-part series on how to PCS with a pet. 
See Part Two in next week’s edition of the 
“Hawaii Marine.”
Preparing for the animal’s flight 
in cargo (Source: base VTF): 

•	 Go for a 45-minute walk with 
dog prior to flight
•	 Feed four hours before flight, 
leave water.
•	 Leave an item with the owner’s 
scent in the kennel with the pet. E.g., 
pillow case or T-shirt.
•	 Tape a sandwich bag of extra 
food in case the pet is sent to the 
wrong place and needs to be fed.
•	 Clip two dishes to the kennel 
door, both filled halfway with ice. 

Preventing a 
‘ruff’ PCS 

Christine Rossen (left), a certified veterinary technician, holds Barkley, a terrier mix, 
while he receives an exam by Dr. Laurel Rhodes, a veterinarian at the base veterinary 
treatment facility, for his health certificate.

Kristen Wong | Hawaii Marine

Leaving Hawaii for next duty 
station with a pet

*

mokuleleairlines.com

*$45
military

appreciation
starting from
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Volunteers play an 
essential role at the 
Hawaiian Humane So-
ciety and in the com-
munity to educate, en-
courage responsible pet 

ownership and share the joy 
of animal companionship. There are 
many ways to make a difference.

Animal-handling workshops in-
volve specialized training. These work-
shops are open to those who can work 
a three-hour shift weekly for a mini-
mum of three months. 

Family teams with children, ages 8 
to 13, must attend trainings and volun-
teer together. Children must have their 
parent accompany them at all times 
during their volunteer shift. 
ADOPTIONS Assist in all aspects of 
the adoption process at the shelter and 
locations islandwide. Examples of op-
portunities include publicity and pho-
tography of animals, cleaning living 
spaces, dog washing and walking. 
ADMISSIONS Support the Admis-
sions Center in which thousands of 

animals are arriving monthly to Oahu’s 
only shelter that will not turn any ani-
mal away. May include assisting with 
health checks of adoption animals, re-
sponding to information requests and 
accepting animals from a variety of 
situations. 
ADMINISTRATION For those who 
prefer office work, administrative help 
is needed in all areas such as lost and 
found, events, social media and out-
reach. 
ADVOCACY Organize grassroots sup-
port in favor of stronger animal protec-
tion laws, submit personal testimony 
and drive animal-friendly initiatives. 
EDUCATION Serve as a shelter tour 
guide, group presenter, youth advisor 
or program assistant. The Society’s pro-
gram targets youth in at-risk communi-
ties to raise awareness and compassion 
for animals through education partner-
ships, in school programs and presen-
tations and service learning. 
FOSTER CARE This program requires 
volunteers willing to provide tempo-
rary, short or long-term care for young, 

injured or recovering animals. Also care 
for pets of individuals in crisis such as 
owners who have been hospitalized 
or military personnel on deployment. 
Trainings are held every other week. 
PET VISITATION Bring your pet to 
visit the young and old, as well as the 
sick and dying, in facilities islandwide. 
Assessment of you and your pet is re-
quired. 
EVENTS Thousands of volunteers are 
needed to help with events like Pet-
Walk. 
PET-FRIENDLY DISASTER SHEL-
TERS Help run a pet-friendly emer-
gency shelter in your neighborhood 
during a natural disaster. 

The Hawaiian Humane Society is 
an education and advocacy organiza-
tion which also shelters, protects, res-
cues, reunites and rehomes animals. It 
is Oahu’s only open-admission shelter 
that welcomes all animals. Established 
in 1883, this nonprofit organization is 
not a chapter of any group as there is 
no national humane society. Visit Ha-
waiianHumane.org to learn more.

Press Release
Marine Corps Community Services

Splash into summer with the Marines 
at the Surf & Turf 5K run scheduled for 
June 20, 6:30 a.m., aboard Marine Corps  
Base Hawaii.

Open to the public, the 5k race, starts 
and finishes across from The Officers’ Club 
and features a beautiful morning run across 
a portion of the Kaneohe Klipper Golf 
Course and along Pyramid Rock and North 
Beach. Runners taking part in the race will 
enjoy great views of the Koolau Mountains 
and Kaneohe Bay as a backdrop.

Online registration is available untill 
June 16, at 11: 59 p.m. HST. Entry is $25 
per runner, with a late fee of $10 per person 
for all registrations received after June 12. 
Runners registering after  June 16  must 
do so at the Semper Fit Center, and will 
not be guaranteed a race T-shirt. Onsite 
registration on the morning of the race 
will be $35.

Winners will be awarded in 10 age divi-
sions. The top three male and female fin-
ishers from each age division will be recog-
nized. The categories range from 14 years 
and under to 55 years and older. Awards 
will also be given to the top three male and 
female finishers of the overall race.

Race packets for civilians will contain 
special event passes for race day and will 
be available for pick-up, June 18  at the 
H-3 main gate pass house parking lot be-
tween noon and 5 p.m. Military members 
can pick up their race packets June 18, at 
the front gate or June 19  at Semper Fit, 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Packets will also be 
available for pick-up the day of the race at 
The Officers’ Club.

This family-friendly event is part of the 
Commanding Officer’s Fitness Series and 
provides runners across the island an op-
portunity to mingle and compete with 
Hawaii’s Marines and Sailors. For more in-
formation, contact the Semper Fit varsity 
sports coordinator at 254-7590.

Marine Corps Community Services pro-
vides morale, welfare and recreation pro-
grams, and services that attribute to the 
readiness and retention of Marines, Sail-
ors and family members stationed aboard 
MCB Hawaii. Proceeds from this and other 
MCCS events are reinvested into quality 
of life programs at MCB Hawaii. For more 
information about MCCS, visit www.mcc-
shawaii.com.

Get your feet wet at 
Surf & Turf 5k 
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A healthy breakfast, served with some 
quality family time, was on the menu 
for children and their fathers at the 
Mokapu Elementary School cafeteria, 
Tuesday. 

The school is one of more than 
1,200 locations nationwide to host the 
All Pro Dad Breakfast, a program under 
a nonprofit Family First organization 
to encourage better family bonding. 
Mokapu has hosted the free breakfasts 
for families since 2012 and held four 
this school year.

“When we first started doing this, 
we were looking for ways to engage 
dads, especially given how often they’re 
gone on deployments or are moving 
with their families,” said Kristy Ryan,  
the current Mokapu Parent Teacher 
Association president and a founding 
joint team captain of the school’s All 
Pro Dad chapter. “This gives them the 
opportunity to step away from work 
for a minute and have one-on-one time 
(with their challenge).”

The cafeteria served an expanded 
breakfast to the fathers to eat with their 
children, as well as family activities 
to do during the 45-minute meal. 
The All Pro Dad Breakfast features a 
theme, video and conversation-starting 
questions fathers and children could ask  
each other.

“There’s magic in having a 
conversation for more than half an hour 
and spending (that time) together,” said 
Keoki Fraser, the school’s vice principal 
who also guided the assembled group 
through the morning event.

This month’s theme, “Being a Dad 
Forever,” prompted children and their 
fathers to come up with activities they 
especially want to do together due to 
the upcoming summer vacation. Fraser 
asked several volunteers to share what 
pastimes they enjoyed doing with 
their fathers and adults held up the 
microphones for their children as both 
tried to describe their favorite memories. 

Master Sgt. John Ruby, a Marine 
with Combat Logistics Battalion 3, had 
breakfast with his daughter and son. 
Ruby and his son later shared their 
favorite activities with the group.

Ruby’s son said his greatest memory 
was learning how to ride a bike without 
training wheels with his dad, while Ruby 
described fond memories of hunting 
with his own father.

Some answers surprised the 
attending dads, including Gunnery Sgt. 
Luis Rodriguez from Marine Aircraft 
Group 24. This was the first All Pro Dad 
breakfast he came to with his son.

“I didn’t expect him to say his best 
memory of me was seeing me after 
coming back from deployment,” he 
said. 

Rodriguez was among several first-
time attendees who said they loved 
getting the chance to spend some 
relaxed time with their children. He 
said he appreciated having the time to 
connect with his son, especially with a 
busy daily schedule.

“(The event’s) time frame went really 

well,” Rodriguez said. “You have just 
enough time to talk and eat.”

Gunnery Sgt. Frank Labare of 3rd 
Radio Battalion said the special meal 
allowed him also to not be in a rush 
to get to work, while making sure his 
daughter had a good breakfast.

“This event is giving me a chance to 
be with my daughter and enjoy (our)
time together,” Labare said. “We are 
(typically) on the go, so it’s nice to slow 
down and enjoy eating breakfast.”

Labare said he’s looking forward 
to teaching his daughter how to fish 
during the summer.

The free breakfast is also open to 
MCB Hawaii’s service members whose 
children are home schooled or may 
attend another school. 

Ryan said the PTA has plans to 
continue with the program and possibly 
feature events for mothers to do with 

their children. Mokapu is the only 
chapter of the All Pro Dad program in 
Hawaii, and Ryan said she’s glad to see a 
good turnout for each breakfast.

“Life is so busy, (and is) especially 
(hard) with what families are 
emotionally going through,” Ryan said. 
“Having (a day) where dads are focused 
on their children is important. They 
can understand what their children are 
going through and cement their bond.”

As the last All Pro Dad Breakfast of the 
school year, every child who attended 
received a free prize. However, both 
fathers and children left with prized 
memories and anticipation for planned 
activities.

For more information about Mokapu 
PTA activities or to RSVP for their next 
All Pro Dad breakfast next fall, check the 
Mokapu PTA Facebook page or email 
PTAMokapu@gmail.com.
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Sharing food, time during Mokapu’s All Pro Dad breakfast

Fathers and children sit together for activities and videos during the All Pro Dad Breakfast held at Mokapu Elementary School’s 
cafeteria, Tuesday. The free 45-minute meal included a video and questions designed to begin conversations.
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an important role in this symposium be-
cause this is something we specialize in.”

Henry said the intent behind PALS-15 
is to bring amphibious leaders together 
to discuss each nation’s goals while 
working with one another to strengthen 
bilateral and multilateral relationships 
through future engagements and train-
ing.

“The purpose is to build bridges and 
fi ll gaps between big nations,” she said. 
“We want to bring (them) together to 
make an amphibious network, creating 
opportunities to speak out about differ-
ent challenges we may face or to discuss 
the future, whether it’s about PALS-15 
or our nations’ future together. Through 
this, we can come together to further 
understand one another’s capabilities 
and provide or accept support from the 
other nations.”

Indonesian Navy Col. Halili, naval 
attaché to the United States, said PALS-
15 is a great way to enhance partnership 
with neighboring nations and secure 
each country’s position in the Pacifi c.

“The symposium is very important 
because it allows us the chance to over-
come challenges together,” Halili said. 
“This provides (us with) good experience 
and, hopefully, we are able to continue 

building our cooperation because of op-
erations like this. We all need friends, 
and our relationships can really grow 
through this training.”

Halili said by working together, each 
country is able to benefi t from PALS-15.

“We have become closer and this ex-
ercise has only enhanced our partner-
ship,” Halili said. “By working with one 
another, we are able to make peace and 
create a sense of security within the re-
gion. It is our obligation to make our fu-

ture secure and to overcome challenges 
as they (arise).”

Henry said as a whole, the Marine 
Corps has been very supportive and it 
has been a great experience. She also 
said that having transparency between 
countries helps to foster greater stability 
within the region.

“The atmosphere has been very col-
legial,” she said. “It’s an environment 
where we are all learning from each oth-
er. This gives us a chance to better un-
derstand their (skills) and helps (other 
nations) to further understand our am-
phibious capabilities.”

Some PALS-15’s focuses were to im-
prove maritime domain awareness and 
interoperability, and to further develop 
each nation’s amphibious capabilities, 
Henry said.

“There is always learning to occur, es-
pecially when dealing with foreign na-
tions,” she said. “We (were able) to learn 
from them and see how they typically 
deal with the challenges they are faced 
with. We would like to see PALS-15 be-
come a recurring event so that we may 
continue to learn from each other and 
help sustain our interest in amphibious 
training. Through this, we can continue 
to share our thoughts and ideas so we 
may keep building relationships in order 
to sustain peace.”

PALS-15, from A-1

Cpl. Khalil Ross | Marine Corps Base Hawaii

Marines from the 15th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
salute while the national anthem is played at Lance 
Cpl. Jared Johnson’s memorial service at Marine 
Corps Training Area Bellows Tuesday.

and reminisce with friends you’ve made those 
relationships with.

Lance Cpl. Samuel Coyle, a driver with CLB-
15, also gave his personal refl ection of Johnson. 

“Johnson’s love for his platoon and wife 
will remain an inspiration for how all Marines 
should be,” he said. 

Coyle said Johnson was always able to make 
jokes about and take even the hardest times in 
life with a smile. 

“Even though you are no longer with us, 
you will always live in our hearts and we will 
always have those great memories,” Coyle said. 
“We know you’re going to be watching over 
us while we are in this journey. We love you 
brother.”

JOHNSON, from A-1

Cpl. Brittney Vella | Marine Corps Base Hawaii

A Landing Craft Air Cushion, launched from the USS Rushmore, demonstrated 
amphibious landings as part of the U.S. Pacifi c Fleet’s joint sea-basing exercise, Culebra 
Koa 15. 
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FORD ISLAND, Hawaii — More 
than 100 Hawaii high school seniors 
and their families were honored in a 
ceremony aboard the USS Battleship 
Missouri Memorial, Sunday. 

Our Community Salutes is a 
nationwide nonprofit organization 
dedicated to recognizing graduating 
high school students who are enlisting 
in the military. Students enlisting 
in the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, 
Air Force and Air National Guard 
attended. OCS of Hawaii hosted its 
inaugural ceremony for Oahu students 
aboard the historical landmark. Each 
service branch was called as a group. 
Branch representatives handed out 
certificates and challenge coins to 
each student as their name was called. 

“I really appreciate (OCS for 
hosting the ceremony),” said Staff 
Sgt. Carlito Pigao, the assistant 
staff noncommissioned officer of 
Recruiting Substation Honolulu. “It 
feels good to have the community 
back us up in what we do and having 
this ceremony proves to the parents 
that it’s not just the recruiters that 
care, but the community as well.”

Pigao knew each and every one 
of the Marine Corps recruits, having 
spoken to each of them at least once 
a week.  

“I’m very proud,” Pigao said. 
“When I was coming through and I 
joined, I never had this opportunity. 
Nobody knew I joined until I came 
back in uniform.”

Lise Childers was among more 
than a dozen students joining 
the Marine Corps. Childers, of 
Honolulu, will be graduating from 
McKinley High School soon. She 
said she is interested in learning 
another language and wants to be a 
linguist in the Corps. Childers said 
she isn’t sure if she’ll stay enlisted, 
but her father has encouraged 
her to consider becoming a 
commissioned officer. 

Army Sgt. Maj. Finis A. Dodson, 
the command sergeant major of 
the 94th Army Air Missile Defense 
Command, was the guest speaker. 
The native of Olive Branch, Miss., 
said looking at the students’ faces 
reminded him of himself as a young 
recruit. He encouraged the students 
to take advantage of the educational 
benefits that come with joining the 
military. He also gave some advice 
to the new warriors based on his 
experience serving in the Army. 

“We have much more service 

men and women today than we’ve 
ever had,” Dodson said. “I believe 
that you are ready for the challenge. 
Don’t become overly focused on the 
moment. Take the entire situation 
into account and be willing to 
sacrifice individual needs for the 
greater good of the organization. 
Remember, it’s about the team: 
Together, everyone achieves more.”

Also speaking at the event was 
Fred Hemmings, a former Hawaii 
state senator, who shared words of 
wisdom with the students. He shared 
a story about the battle in which 
former Sen. Daniel Inouye lost his 
arm, whom he considered “one of 
the greatest leaders Hawaii’s ever 
had,” and encouraged the students 
to emulate his bravery.  

“I want you to leave here 
optimistic, knowing that you have 
the full support of this nation,” 
Hemmings said. “You have great 
men and women who have gone 
before you who will reach (out) and 
help you along. Your officers, your 
sergeants major and all those in 
the military are eager to have you 
become part of their band of brothers 
and sisters. When given a task, never 
say to yourself, ‘I can’t.’ Always say 
you can and don’t be afraid to make 
mistakes. I’ve made my fair share and 
they’ve been my greatest teachers 
in life. May you stand tall against 
the winds of tyranny and may the 
angels watch over you, (guiding) you 
wherever you may go.”

Troy Dinh’s mother and father pin his private first 
class chevrons during the ceremony. Dinh was the 
distinguished honor graduate for his class.

OCS of Hawaii hosts inaugural recognition 
ceremony honoring enlisting high school students

Members of the newest Pyramid Rock Young Marines recruit platoon 2-15 remain seated and attentive during their 
graduation ceremony, Saturday at Hangar 101. Eleven Pyramid Rock Young Marines graduated from a 12-week boot 
camp Saturday. The Pyramid Rock Young Marines is a youth education and service program that promotes a healthy, 
drug-free lifestyle. Among the 11 graduates, there were four distinguished graduates. Killeen congratulated all the 
graduates and presented them with the awards they achieved. 

Col. Sean C. Killeen, the commanding officer of Marine 
Corps Base Hawaii, offers words of advice and admiration 
to Pyramid Rock Young Marines.

Nolan Ayson, a high school senior, receives a certificate and challenge coin from Navy 
Capt. Ashley Evans, fleet oceanographer, U.S. Pacific Fleet, during the ceremony. Ayson 
will be joining the Marine Corps when he graduates from high school.

The local high school seniors who will be enlisting in the Marine Corps hear remarks during the inaugural recognition ceremony for 
Our Community Salutes of Hawaii, aboard the USS Battleship Missouri Memorial, Sunday. During the ceremony, OCS, the nonprofit 
organization hosting the event, presented each student with a challenge coin and certificate. 

Cpl. Khalil Ross | Marine Corps Base Hawaii

Photos by Kristen Wong| Hawaii Marine

Newest Pyramid Rock Young Marines graduate
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I’m somewhat of a casual horror 
enthusiast. Occasionally, a horror 
movie will come out and I’ll give 
it a try. So when I found out a 
couple of weeks ago that a remake 
of “Poltergeist” is coming out in 
theaters today, I was intrigued. 
The original movie came out 
when I was 1, and I haven’t really 
had the desire to see it, until now. 
Before attempting to see the new 
one, however, I fi gured I should 
do my homework and try to see 
the original. Other than evoking 
nostalgia for my 1980s childhood, 
the movie was pretty lousy.

Real estate agent Steve Freeling 
(Craig T. Nelson), his wife, Diane 
(JoBeth Williams), their three 
children Dana, Robbie and Carol 
Anne, live an average life in a 
regular suburban home. One 
night, Carol Anne leaves her room 
and sits in front of the TV, staring 
at a screen full of static. She seems 
to be talking to someone. It isn’t 
long before the family must face 
an evil presence. 

To begin, “Poltergeist” was 
extremely slow at setting up the 
scene. Around 

10 minutes in, I thought to 
myself, I am watching a horror 

movie, right? I haven’t seen 
anything horrifying yet — just 
a happy 80s family going about 
their business.

Robbie goes to sleep with 
his baseball cap on, is afraid of 
the tree outside, and insists on 
throwing a blanket over the 
scary toy clown at the foot of his 
bed. I realize his age; I, too, was 
afraid of silly things as a child. 
But for Pete’s sake, kid, close the 
curtain and put away the clown 
instead of torturing yourself. 
Diane Freeling tells Carol Anne 
she’ll hurt her eyes watching the 
static on TV and absentmindedly 
fl ips it to a violent western 
movie — because that’s better 
for a little girl to watch. This 
same mother ignores the fact 
that her youngest daughter is 
overfeeding her goldfi sh and that 
creepy construction workers are 
cat calling her eldest daughter 
outside. I have all the time in the 
world to notice this because, as I 
said, nothing is happening. 

Sure, the pet bird died, Carol 
Anne started talking to the TV 
people, chairs were rearranged 
and there’s a “hotspot” in the 
kitchen where objects are pulled 
across the fl oor. It would be scary 
if it was in my house and there 
was no logical explanation, but it 

was boring to watch in a movie.  
The movie continues with face 

palm-worthy action sequences. 
Just to name a few: How do 
you expect to document a light 
turning on every two minutes 
using a still-photography camera? 
Why do the Freelings bother 
asking their neighbors for help 
twice when they clearly don’t 
care? Your best real estate agent 
takes off weeks of work, looks 
extremely ill and worried, and his 
children are no longer at home. 
What gave you the idea he found 
something better and you need to 
promote him? 

Finally, when I thought the 
climax had come and gone, and 
the movie was about over, it kept 
going. Before I knew it, I was 
thrust into a scene of utter chaos. 
For a short time, I actually sensed 
the urgency and started to care. 
However, convenient entrances, 
strange character choices and 
stiff, Halloween-decoration 
variety ghouls popping up all 
over the house quickly helped 
usher in disillusionment. 

The end was good for a 
chuckle, and I went back to watch 
the preview of the 2015 remake to 
compare. I can’t say it’s going to 
be a winner, but I can already tell 
it’s going to be better. 

1/4 — No Impact, No Idea
Horrendous. Among the worst of the worst in its genre. Dedicating 
time to this is not only wasteful, but unforgivable. Avoid at all costs.

2/4 — High And To The Right
Mediocrity at its best. Lacks a few things that might have made it really 
good. A decent time waster, partake only if there’s nothing better to do.

3/4 — On Target
Praiseworthy. A great endeavor, not quite an instant classic but still 
very entertaining. This is a sound investment of your time.

 4/4 — Confi rmed Kill
Genius. In the top 10 percent of its genre. This is the stuff legends are 
made of. Missing out on it would be a disservice to yourself.

Your weekly guide to the best aspects of entertainment

Using our breakthrough four-point scale system, you can quickly decipher what is worth your time and what isn’t, or read 
the full review for an in-depth analysis and explanation of the rating. The rating system uses ammunition and range 
terminology, so if you’re not familiar, here’s a quick breakdown of the ratings …

Better Know A Critic

THIS 
WEEK’S 
RATING:

Kristen Wong admits she sometimes has 
to be dragged to movies that she later fi nds to 
be outstanding. She loves movies that make 

her care about the characters and sympathize 
with their plight. She enjoys action, fantasy, 

comedy and dabbles in horror. 

Today | 6:30 p.m.
Today | 9:15 p.m. 
Saturday | 6:30 p.m.
Saturday | 9:15 p.m.
Sunday | 2 p.m.
Sunday | 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday | 6:30 p.m. 

Prices: All shows are $5 for adults and $3.25 for children. All 3-D shows are $8 for adults and $6 for children. 
For ticket pricing, the base theater box offi ce defi nes an adult as a patron 12 years and older and defi nes a child as 
a patron from 6 to 11 years old. Children 5 and younger are admitted free of charge. Parents must purchase tickets 
for R-rated movies in person at the box offi ce for children 16 and younger. Patrons must present their military 
identifi cation card when purchasing tickets.

“The Longest Ride” PG-13 
“It Follows” R

**No Movie Showings Due to Scheduled Power Outage**
**No Movie Showings Due to Scheduled Power Outage**

“Home” PG 
“Woman in Gold” PG-13

“It Follows” R

(USMC, retired)

‘Poltergeist’ needs 21st Century makeover
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Each year, Memorial Day, the 

last Monday in May, is a day of 
remembrance for those who have 
fallen in battle.

According to usmemorialday.org, 
Memorial Day was formerly called 
Decoration Day, a day when people 
would visit graves and adorn them 
with flowers and ribbons. The site 
went on to state that Decoration Day 
was founded May 5, 1868, when Gen. 
John Logan, the commanding officer 
of the Grand Army of the Republic, 
made a proclamation that May 30 
would be a day to honor those who 
have died in defense of the country.

On May 22, 1967, then-President 
Lyndon B. Johnson changed the 
name from Decoration Day to 
Memorial Day.

“In this observance, no form or 
ceremony is prescribed, but posts 
and comrades will, in their own 
way, arrange such fitting services 

and testimonials of respect as 
circumstances may permit,” Logan  
said in his Decoration Day order. 
“Let us then, at the time appointed, 
gather around their sacred remains 
and garland the passionless mounds 
above them with choicest flowers of 
springtime; let us raise above them 
the dear old flag they saved from 
dishonor; let us, in this solemn 
presence, renew our pledges to aid 
and assist those whom they have left 
among us as sacred charges upon the 
nation’s gratitude — the soldier’s and 
sailor’s widow and orphan.”

But the question that begs to be 
answered is what about those that 
have not died in war? As of April 27, 
President Barack Obama made April 
28 Workers’ Memorial Day. 

“On Memorial Day, I don’t want 
to only remember the combatants,” 
said Eric Burdon, a musician, 
songwriter and actor. “There (are) 
also those who came out of the 
trenches as writers and poets; (those) 
who started preaching peace; men 

and women who have made this 
world a kinder place to live.”

Johnson urged everyone in 1967 
to make Memorial Day a day to pray 
for permanent peace. 

There are many events that 
join the community to promote 
good relations during Memorial 
Day weekend such as:

•	 The Mayor’s Memorial Day 
ceremony is scheduled for 
Monday at 8:30 a.m. at the 
National Cemetery of the Pacific

•	 The Lantern Floating Hawaii 
2015 Ceremony is scheduled for 
Monday at Magic Island in Ala 
Moana Beach Park, from 6:15 to 
7:30 p.m.

•	 Free admission will be offered 
at any Blue Star Museum from 
Memorial Day to Labor Day to 
military personnel and their 
families. For more information, 
visit arts.gov/national/blue-star-
museums.

A day to 
remember 
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A workout session for anyone 
interested in bettering their 5-kilometer 
time began Monday evening at Pop 
Warner Field. 

Active-duty service members and 
their dependents are eligible for this 
class, taught by two fitness specialists at 
the Semper Fit Center.

The class is held every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday at Pop Warner 
Field from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. At the 
end of the seven-week training class, 
participants will be able to test their 
progress in the upcoming Runway Run 
5K, scheduled for July 4.

Wayne Halbert, a fitness specialist 
at Semper Fit, has run multiple races, 
ranging from 5 to 12 kilometers.

“We will be doing different types of 
training that is fun and keeps (attendees) 
engaged,” Halbert said. “(The goal 
is) to improve and strengthen (the 
attendee’s) mobility.”

Halbert said the first day was just  
an assessment.

“(We wanted to assess them) and see 
where they are because no one starts 
at the same level,” the Arlington, S.D., 
native said. “(We) also wanted to give 
them a taste of what kind of training we 
will be doing.”

Many Marines, Sailors and their 
spouses may not be able to fit the sessions 
into their busy schedules. Halbert said a 
good workout that anyone can do alone 
is interval training. According to him, 
this type of training involves working 
for a set amount of time and resting for a 
certain amount of time. 

Monday’s workout ended with 
interval training, as participants ran, 
skipped or lunged for 30 seconds and 
walked 60 seconds over the course of a 
10-minute period. 

“As time goes on and people improve, 
they can shorten or lengthen the time as 
they need to,” Halbert said.

Sgt. Casey Horton, an aviation 
technician with Marine Aviation 
Logistics Squadron 24, who came to the 
class with a friend, said the workouts are 
good for other types of races as well.

“We’re training for a Spartan Race and 
were trying to find something that had a 
lot of cardio and running,” Horton said 
referring to he and his buddy. “It was a 

good workout (and) everyone was able to 
go their own pace.”

Horton said his main focus is to 
enhance his endurance but running is a 
boring way to do so.

“No one really likes to run,” the Avon, 
Ind., native, said. “If you get a couple of 
buddies and go into it with a positive 
attitude, (however), you can enjoy it.”

Horton said that running is a very 
important aspect of the Marine Corps. 
Having to run the physical fitness test 
and combat fitness test is a big reason, 
but those are just to maintain fitness 
levels for the rigors of combat, he said.

“Our job is to, basically, endure,” 
Horton said. “We need to be ready 
for the longest fight and outlast  
everyone else.”

Anyone with base access interested can 
register at Semper Fit along with paying a 
nominal fee. For more information, call 
the center at 254-7597.

Photos by Cpl. Khalil Ross | Marine Corps Base Hawaii

Semper Fit 5k training kicks off

Petty Officer 3rd Class Lawrence Montoya, an aviation electronics technician with Marine Aviation Logistics Squadron 24, soars 
through the air as he conducts a standing long jump for distance at Pop Warner Field Monday evening. Lawrence attempted the jump 
three times and used the longest as his assessment score.

Master Gunnery Sgt. Klever Novillo, the surface chief at U.S. Marine Corps Forces, 
Pacific, runs a pacing test with his son Monday evening at Pop Warner Field. The pacing 
test is meant to rate your ability to pace yourself by running back and forth between 
lines before a buzzer goes off.
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SM&SP to volunteer at humane 
society

The Single Maine & Sailor Program 
seeks volunteers to run with shelter 
dogs at the Hawaiian Humane Society, 
May 31, at 8 a.m. 

This opportunity is open to all 
single and unaccompanied Marines 
and Sailors. Assist with dog running 
program, as well as other duties 
necessary. Transportation will be 
provided. Sign up by Tuesday. Call 
Karley Peterson at 254-7593 for more 
information.

Release a lantern in remembrance

The Lantern Floating Hawaii 2015 
ceremony is scheduled for Monday from 
6:15 to 7:30 p.m. at the Magic Island end 
of Ala Moana Beach Park. Attendees can 
honor loved ones who have passed away 
with lanterns, which will be set afloat 
on the water. For more information, 
visit www.lanternfloatinghawaii.com.

WCS to host spring concert

The Windward Choral Society is 
performing its 7th annual spring concert, 
“I Am in Need of Music,” June 5 from 7 
to 8:30 p.m. with a repeat performance 
June 7 from 4 to 5:30 p.m. at St. John 
Vianney Parish in Kailua. The concert 
also features Kaanohiwaianuenue Hula 
Studio. Admission is free and no tickets 
are required. Find out more at www.
thewindwardchoralsociety.org. 

Catch a wave with All-Military 
Surf Classic 

The All-Military Surf Classic is 
scheduled for June 6 from 7 a.m. to 
5 p.m. at White Plains Beach in Ewa 
Beach, Hawaii. The competition is 
open to active duty, retirees, reservists, 
Department of Defense civilians and 
dependents. Entry deadline is May 30. 
For more information and entry forms, 
visit www.greatlifehawaii.com. 

Help commemorate Battle of 
Midway

The Pacific Aviation Museum is 
commemorating the Battle of Midway 
June 6 from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.

The museum marks the 73rd 
anniversary of the turning point of 
World War II with a special Midway 
program. U.S. Naval Academy Professor 
Emeritus Craig. L. Symonds, author 
of “Battle of Midway,” will speak and 
lead a discussion on the significance 
of this battle, followed by a book 
signing. The event is free with museum 
admission. For more information, visit 
pacificaviationmuseum.org.

UH Kids First Film Festival 
scheduled

The University of Hawaii Kids First! 
Film Festival is scheduled for June 7 from 
3 to 5 p.m. in the Art Auditorium building 
of the UH-Manoa campus in Honolulu. 
The film is entitled “Maya the Bee.” 
Admission is free, and on a first come, 
first serve basis. Doors open at 2:30 p.m. 

The next movie, a French live-
action film called “Belle and Sebastian,” 
is scheduled for June 12. For more 
information, visit www.summer.hawaii.
edu/kidsfirst.

Volunteer with Heeia Estuary 
Restoration

Hui o Koolaupoko is looking for 
volunteers for the Heeia Estuary 
Restoration Project June 13 from 9 a.m. 
to noon at Heeia State Park on 46-465 
Kamehameha Highway.

The project is aimed at improving 
water quality and increasing habitat 
for native aquatic animal species by 
removing invasive plants and replanting 
native Hawaiian species along a portion 
of the Heeia Stream estuary. This year’s 
workdays are also the second Saturday 
of August, September, October and 
December. 

Participants under age 16 must have 

adult supervision. Participants under the 
age of 18 attending without their parent 
or legal guardian must bring a signed 
waiver. All others will sign the waiver 
upon arrival.

For more information, visit www.
huihawaii.org/get-involved.html.

What to bring:
•	 closed-toe shoes (required)
•	 attire to get wet and muddy
•	 water bottle 
•	 sun/rain protection 
•	 towel 
•	 change of clothes, bag for the 

dirty clothes

ESPN 1420 5th Annual Sports 
Festival set for June 27

The fifth ESPN 1420 Sports Festival is 
scheduled for June 27 at the Neal Blaisdell 
Center Exhibition Hall. 

This family-oriented festival will 
run from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., offering free 
admission to attendees of all ages.  

The event will feature 100 exhibitor 
booths showcasing the latest in sports, 
health and fitness industry products 
and services. There will be activities and 
demonstrations from local sports clubs 
and athletic organizations. 

For more information, visit www.
espn1420am.com. 

Inaugural Windward Art Festival 

The inaugural Windward Art Festival 

is scheduled July 4 from noon to 4 
p.m. at Kailua Elementary school in 
the cafeteria and lawn. Admission is 
free. There will be crafts for sale and 
performances by various organizations 
including the Windward Choral Society 
and the Shriners Potentate Band. 
For more informaiton, visit http://
hawaiiwag.com.

Come out to Hawaii State Farm 
Fair

The 53rd annual Hawaii State Farm 
Fair is scheduled for July 11 from 9 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. and July 12 from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. The event is free for children 
and students with a valid student 
identification card. There is a small fee 
for general admission. Free parking is 
available. There will be food, exhibits, 
rides and more. For more information, 
visit hawaiistatefarmfair.org.

Build basketball skills for free 

The Kailua Basketball Player 
Development Program offers free 
youth basketball coaching with tips 
to improve game performance. Girls 
and boys in 7th through 11th grade 
are welcome to play. Participants play 
in four-on-four teams at half court. 
Practice runs from 9 to 11 a.m. every 
Saturday at the Saint Anthony School 
basketball courts in Kailua. For details, 
call 282-6949.

COMMUNITY, VOLUNTEER BRIEFS

Military & Kama‘aina  for over 

NEW YORK Online booking giant

Expedia said Thursday that it will

buy rival Orbitz Worldwide for

roughly $1.6 billion, cementing its

place as the No. 1 digital travel

provider — and potentially dis-

rupting the hotel and airline in-

dustries. 
With the acquisition, the larg-

est online travel agency in the

U.S. will be incorporating the sec-

tor’s third-largest player.
Together, Expedia and Orbitz

had 29.4 million unique visitors

in the U.S. in December, accord-

ing to comScore. 
“This acquisition will allow us

to deliver best-in-class experienc-

es to an even wider set of travel-

ers all over the world,” Expedia

president and CEO Dara Khos-

rowshahi said in a statement. 

Expedia, whose portfolio in-

cludes Hotwire.com and Trivago,

also acquired Travelocity for

$280 million last month. 
Those purchases are heating

up the race between Expedia and

its No. 2 rival, Priceline, which

has also been on a buying spree,

and veered beyond the travel

space when it acquired restaurant

reservations site OpenTable for

$2.6 billion in June of 2014. 

“It’s now Expedia vs. Priceline,

head to head,” says Robert Cole, a

travel industry analyst. 
Though airlines and hotels get

a fraction of their bookings

through outside, online portals,

the consolidation of some of the

biggest companies may unsettle

the market, says Henry Harte-

veldt, a travel industry analyst.

“Suppliers are not happy about

this. ... It reduces the leverage

they have,” Harteveldt says. 
Airlines get 10% to 15% of their

bookings through online travel

agencies, but they don’t have to

haggle with portals as much since

they generally don’t pay them

commissions. Hotels may have

the most concern. Online agen-

cies are responsible for roughly

19% of their sales, Harteveldt

says. And hotels pay fees — on av-

erage 15% — to sites for bookings

steered their way, adds Cole.

For instance, a hotel’s place on

a site’s search list could be partly

determined by how big a fee it is

paying the online portal. “Part of

it is, is it a good deal for the con-

sumer?” Cole says of how the list-

ings might be calculated. 
Katherine Lugar, CEO of the

American Hotel and Lodging As-

sociation, said the merger “ap-

pears to be counter to the goal of

creating more consumer choice.”

Some users could benefit, says

Cole. Orbitz, which lagged some

peers in the hotel booking space,

will now be able to offer Expedia’s

larger inventory, he says. 
Still, consolidation doesn’t of-

ten bode well for buyers, says

Harteveldt. “It’s hard to say how

much true competition is out

there, but no matter what, this

takes away one potential

competitor.”

Never miss a
classic moment 
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A bad luck day?
Today is the first Friday the 

13th of three in 2015. Are you 

superstitious?

ANNE R. CAREY AND JANET LOEHRKE, USA TODAY

Source Rasmussen Poll of 800 adults 

in Feb. 5-6

Yes
16%

Not sure
7%No

77%
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Online travel
agents are
the biggest 
winners, 6A

Expedia deal shakes

up travel business
Online agency’s buying spree may disrupt hotel, air industries

Charisse Jones
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON In a first for the

Army, Chelsea Manning, the con-

victed national-security secrets
leaker, has been
approved for
hormone thera-
py for transition
to a woman at
the Army’s Fort
Leavenworth
prison, accord-
ing to a memo
obtained Thurs-
day by USA
TODAY.

Manning remains a soldier as

well as an inmate.
“After carefully considering the

recommendation that (hormone

treatment) is medically appropri-

ate and necessary, and weighing

all associated safety and security

risks presented, I approve adding

(hormone treatment) to Inmate

Manning’s treatment plan,” Col.

Erica Nelson, commandant of the

Fort Leavenworth Disciplinary

Barracks in Kansas, wrote in a

Feb. 5 memo.
Formerly Bradley Manning,

the soldier was convicted of send-

ing classified documents to anti-

secrecy website WikiLeaks. Man-

ning is serving a 35-year sentence

and is eligible for parole in about

seven years.
Manning sued the federal gov-

ernment for the treatment. The

Army referred questions about

Manning to the Department of

Justice, which has been handling

the case. Nicole Navas, a Justice

spokeswoman, wouldn’t com-

ment, saying the government’s

position is in court filings. 
Manning had asked for hor-

mone therapy and to be able to

live as a woman. Transgenders

are not allowed to serve in the

military and the Defense does not

provide such treatment. The De-

partment of Veterans Affairs does

provide treatment for veterans.

Pete Sepp, president of the Na-

tional Taxpayers Union, said

Manning’s fame would allow her

to collect funds for treatment pri-

vately. “There are plenty of other

ways to address this situation

than to put taxpayers on the hook

for it,” he said.

ARMY WILL
PAY FOR
MANNING
TO BECOME 
A WOMAN 
National-security
secrets leaker to get
hormone therapy

Tom Vanden Brook
USA TODAY

Number of
U.S. visitors, 
December
2014
(all in millions)
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Priceline
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Kayak
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Expedia
& Orbitz
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33.7

Note: Eliminating overlap,

the combined Expedia

and Orbitz visitor number

equals 29.4 million

Source: Comscore.com
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of future
vetoes

A Hawaii island town
begins to comprehend 
the possibility that
lava will flow for years

The expected
Keystone pipeline
rejection will likely
be the first of several

LOCAL

UH MEN’S VOLLEYBALL TEAM
DEFEATS CSUN IN 4 SETS
Brooks Sedore scores 
24 kills as Hawaii sweeps 
the series >> C1
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By Dan Nakaso
dnakaso@staradvertiser.com

The immediate threat is
over, but an active field of
lava on the edges of Pahoa
town means that the wait has
begun to see what the lava
will do next — and when.

It could take weeks,
months, years and even
decades before the so-called
June 27 lava breakout from an
eruption that started 32 years
ago out of Kilauea Volcano

becomes a danger again
and starts taking out

more homes, buildings
and roads.

“There’s no indica-
tion that this erup-
tion is going to stop,”
said Hawaii County
Civil Defense Admin-

istrator Darryl Oli -
veira. “We could be

looking at the next multi-
decade event unfolding.”

And so an uneasy mood
has settled across Pahoa,

where lava first crossed
Apaa Street in October.

After burning a circuitous,
13.5-mile route through the
Puna District, the river of
2,100-degree lava destroyed a
house, overran a Buddhist
cemetery, claimed a farmer's
shed, set a stack of tires on
fire and ignited an open-air
cattle shelter.

Then it inexplicably stalled
just 480 feet from Pahoa Vil-
lage Road, Pahoa’s main
street; 400 yards from Pahoa
Marketplace, a critical center
of commerce; and about 600
yards from the police and fire

stations.
But little fingers of lava

continue to bubble out be-
hind the original front edge of
the flow, meaning lava contin-
ues to flow from Kilauea’s
Puu Oo vent.

State Sen. Russell Ruder-
man (D, Puna) owns the Is-
land Naturals food store in
the heart of Pahoa and esti-
mates that 10 percent to 
15 percent of lower Puna resi-
dents — mostly in the
Hawaiian Beaches and
Hawaiian Shores sub-
divisions — moved
away in the last
few months, leav-
ing roughly 8,500
to 10,000 people
behind.

But an un-
known number
of homeowners
who might like to
join them can’t be-
cause the threat of
lava makes it impossi-
ble for buyers to get
homeowner’s insurance,
which Ruderman hopes to
change through legislation

At Malama Market-
place in Pahoa, Brook-
lyn Rosenberg serves
Walter Solchek of
Kapoho at No. 1 Chi-
nese BBQ, top, and
Raquel Wertz minds
the store at Jungle
Love, above. Neither
business closed despite
the lava threat.
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