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THROW A STRIKE... Col. Brad Smith, com-
mander of Camp Shelby Joint Forces Training

Center was chosen to throw the honorary first pitch
during Saturday's University of Southern Missis-

sippi's Military Appreciation Baseball game against
the University of Alabama at Birmingham. USM

honored all military service members; active, re-
serve, and retired veterans at the start of the game
on April 27 at Pete Taylor Park. The Golden Eagles
currently have a tight hold on the first place spot in

Conference USA after a doubleheader victory
against UAB on Saturday. The evening game was

broadcast live via Fox Sports and enjoyed by a
proud showing of military veterans and their Fami-
lies. Above, Col. Brad Smith, commander of Camp

Shelby Joint Forces Training Center, center, and
USM Head Baseball Coach Scott Berry along with

Col. Smith's sons, Kurt, 11, left  and Kris, 14,
strategizes before the opening pitch against UAB

on April 27 at Pete Taylor Park. Far right,  Col.
Smith, throws the opening pitch. 

At right,  Kurt Smith performed duties as the distin-
guished catcher for his Dad. Kurt is a member of
the Mississippi Madness boysʼ baseball team of

Oak Grove where he plays outfield and 3rd base-
man. Kurt and his team won the state champi-

onship in their division last year. 
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