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peutic as well as recreational. 
His ranch features two functional

arenas, one round pen and the capac-
ity to board up to 32 horses. He is in
the process of implementing handi-
capped accessible facilities including
ramps and bathrooms. He is cur-
rently training “Lobo,” a horse-in -
training that belongs to a Soldier.

White was raised on a ranch by his
father, Harold White, a professional
horse trainer. White followed in his
father’s footsteps. He has been a pro-
fessional horse trainer for 18 years,
having trained over 1,400 horses in
that time.

He offers riding classes and pro-

grams for a wide range of clientele in
the community. He said he has Fam-
ily members in military service.

Staff Sgt. Jeannie Whaley, of the
Mississippi State Medical Command
Unit, works as a civilian Behavioral
Health Specialist in the Suicide Pre-
vention program at CSJFTC, and fre-
quents White’s facility. 

“Riding horses is good for the
heart and mind,” said Whaley. “Peo-
ple do bond with the animals and it
keeps your mind off stress. While
you are riding, your mind is on work-
ing with the horse, it is hard to think
about anything else.”

If Soldiers and their Families are
interested in more services of Creek
View Performance Horses, they can
call 601-590-2017.

Reaches out
Continued from Page 1

Photo by Dana Elise Smith, CSJFTC Public Affairs
Jimmy White works with Lobo, a Soldierʼs horse-in-training at his facility at Creek View Performance Horses on April 25. 

which is important when you’re trying to
present a historically accurate representation
of something.”

Calhoun said that she spends most of her
time assisting family members with research-
ing relatives who served or trained at Camp
Shelby, providing source material for re-
search on the various units which served
here, processing new acquisitions and cata-
loging the existing collection.

“A lot of people find us through the Inter-
net, so I’ll get calls and emails from all over
the country, saying, ‘I had no idea there was
a museum at Camp Shelby. Can you help me
find so and so?’ and usually I can,” said Cal-
houn. “I can usually find at least some men-
tion of them. I also spend a lot of my time
processing the collections that we get in on a
regular basis, and then processing our back-
log of artifacts that were here before the mu-
seum had a proper archive.  I’m working on
getting those things processed correctly, cat-
aloged and into our database so that people
can find them.”

Much of the archive centers on Mississip-
pians, Mississippi units or people who served
in Mississippi, and the letters, postcards, di-
aries, photos and other documents provide
glimpses into the lives of people and their ex-
periences in time of war.

“A lot of our collection is letters back and
forth from Soldiers to their families, the di-
aries that people kept when they were in serv-
ice or pictures they took when they were in
service - which may not be of military scenes,
maybe just the things that they saw every day
when they were overseas or when they were
training,” said Calhoun. “That gives you a
much more personal look into what their
daily lives were like. You may see a letter that
they wrote back home to their mother, their
sweetheart or their wife, saying ‘This is really
hard, and I had no idea it was going to be like
this, and pray for me.’ It’s very touching to
see those things that were very private to
them and that they never expected anybody
else to see, knowing that this person may not
be around anymore but somewhere, some-
body has remembered them and because of
this museum and this archive, people can
come in from now until perpetuity and say,
‘Because of this snapshot or because of this
letter, I know what life was like then, or I
have an idea of what life was like then,’ and
that’s really valuable to us as researchers.”

Donations are a huge part of the collection,
with items coming from veterans, Family
members or even other museums all across
the country, and the process of receiving, pre-
serving and displaying the items is a long and
complicated one.

“So when somebody brings us a donation,
we start the process of paperwork and assess-
ing the collection, seeing what’s in it, seeing
what the scope is and learning about what
specific time period and genre the donation
would fit into, such as photographs, books or
documents,” said Calhoun. “Processing a do-
nation usually means taking all the items,

cleaning them, removing any metal, like sta-
ples or paper clips or whatever, filing all
those things and giving each thing a number,
then storing it properly in acid-free storage
and polyethylene sleeves if needed, digitizing
it all and describing it in our database, which
is called Past Perfect. That way, once it’s in
Past Perfect, anybody in our organization can
look for it on a common database.” 

Once the processing is finished, the do-
nated items go to a climate-controlled
archive, where they are protected from light,
temperature changes, humidity and other fac-
tors which could lead to deterioration or dam-
age to the item.

“Things like light damage and temperature
damage are cumulative, and will build up
over time, so we try to drastically slow that
process by putting things away,” said Cal-
houn. “We digitize a lot of things now, so that
there really is no need for people to come and
open up a folder or a box to look at the orig-
inal. Instead, if you wanted to do research
you can look at this digital copy and it’s ex-
actly the same as the original, and that has
been an enormous leap forward for re-
searchers because in addition to keeping the
original safe, I can simply send a file or a CD
via email or regular mail if somebody across
the country or across the world wants to see
something from our collection.”

The preservation guidelines for photos and
documents also applies to items on display in
the museum, and is part of the museum’s pol-
icy of responsible stewardship for all items
they receive.

Depending on what the item is, we try not
to put originals out on the museum floor be-
cause of the light that they’re exposed to, so
a lot of photos and documents that you’ll see
in the museum are not originals, but very
close digital copies that are carefully printed
and placed into the display cases,” said Cal-
houn. “Some items are original because you
can’t duplicate certain things but you don’t
want to put an original World War I photo-
graph out into a display case where the light
would be shining on it all the time because it
would fade or be subject to damage. Another
benefit of using copies is that if something
happens to it or it starts to fade I can simply
print a new one and replace it and the original
is kept safe in the archives.”

With all the preservation activities at the
museum, responsible stewardship is the most
important consideration when dealing with
artifacts donated by veterans and their Fami-
lies.

“We have a duty to the state of Mississippi
and to the people who donate their items to
us, believing that we will keep these items
safe for future generations, and we will al-
ways honor that,” said Calhoun. “We won’t
let people down that way. They trusted us
enough to donate their Family heirlooms and
we will show the respect that they and their
items deserve.”

For more information about the Mississippi
Armed Forces Museum, located in Building
850 at Camp Shelby Joint Forces Training
Center, visit their website at
http://www.armedforcesmuseum.us/Pages/H
ome.html 
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