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Be careful out there...
COMMAND SERGEANT MAJOR’S CORNER

South Mississippi’s weath-
er is starting to warm up. That
means for us motorcycle rid-
ers, it’s time to pull our two-
wheeled motor vehicles out of
the garage and burn up the
highways.

Take note that safety should
be your top priority before
and during your ride. I came
across this safety article on a
privately-owned motorcycle
crash that claimed one Sol-
dier’s life and wanted to share
it with you:

“A Fort Bragg Soldier died
from injuries sustained in a
two-vehicle crash. The Staff
Sgt. was riding his Kawasaki
Ninja ZX 10R 1K when he at-
tempted to pass a dump truck
in front of him. As he was
passing to the left of the dump
truck, a Honda Civic in front
of the truck turned left into the
Soldier’s path. He struck the
Honda and was thrown from
the motorcycle. 

The Staff Sgt. was pro-
nounced dead at the scene, ac-
cording to police. Both the
Soldier and driver of the Civic
used turn signals. The civilian
driver will not face charges in
connection with the incident.
Police confirmed that the
Staff Sgt. was licensed, in-
sured and wearing all his re-
quired protective gear.”

I pray for this Soldier and
his/her Family. This Soldier
was probably in a hurry and
paid the ultimate price for it.
And even though this Soldier
was wearing all required Per-
sonal Protective Equipment, it
still wasn’t enough. Because
of his/her careless decision,
the Family must live day-to-

day without their loved one.
Don’t be this Soldier. Drive
responsibly and always think
“safety first.”

This month we observe
Asian-Pacific Islander Month
and we’ll be raising money
for the Muscular Dystrophy
Association (Cool and Casual
Day Program). 

Asian-Pacific Americans
have been part the United
States for more than 150
years. The common American
perception tends to lump all
Asians together into one
racial group, without distinct
ethnic and cultural differ-
ences. There are many differ-
ences in language, food and
religion among Asian-Pacific
Americans as among other
ethnic groups or nationalities.

This month, Camp Shelby
will participate once again, in
the MDA’s Cool and Casual
Day Program to help raise
funds for the MDA. The
MDA is a non-profit organi-
zation dedicated to the cure
and treatment of over 43 neu-
romuscular diseases. This is a
fun program that allows em-

ployees to purchase t-shirts or
bracelets from MDA to dress
down for the day. The funds
that we raise will stay in Mis-
sissippi to provide wheel-
chairs, braces, clinic visits,
summer camps for children
and vital research. Note that,
participation in this event is
on voluntary basis. But I
know we will have a great
turnout in participation like
we do every year.

The case lot sale that was
held April 25 and 26 was a
huge success. I hope you par-
ticipated in the event and
were there to catch some
good deals. We have had nu-
merous case lot sales before
and it doesn’t surprise me that
we had a great turn-out.
Thanks to the MWR staff for
their coordination on this
event and other elements of
the planning process. 

And lastly, thanks to the
University of Southern Mis-
sissippi baseball team for hav-
ing their Military Apprecia-
tion Game to honor us. The
command staff was on hand
for the event and even Col.
Smith was selected to throw
out the first pitch. I can’t
speak highly enough about
our relationship with the com-
munity. We value our rela-
tionship and partnership with
local agencies and communi-
ties that surrounds Camp
Shelby.

May God continue to bless
you, your Families and all of
our brothers and sisters in
arms, wherever they may be. 

Godspeed and SOLDIERS
FIRST!

Cmd. Sgt. Maj Steven Chancellor

By DANA ELISE SMITH
CSJFTC Public Affairs

Specialist Charles J. Mitchell serves in the
Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment
supply section at Camp Shelby Joint Forces
Training Center.  His job is to
assist in issuing everything
from clothing and meal cards
to equipment and weapons.
He is also responsible for
keeping detailed records of is-
sued supplies and providing
office supplies to other sec-
tions and directorates at
CSJFTC.

“I really enjoy working in
this unit because of the professional and per-
sonal standards that I find here on a consistent
basis,” said Mitchell. “My coworkers, despite
position or rank, are more like family mem-
bers who share their lives to each other with
everyone working towards a common goal to
see each mission through.”

The Petal native has more than 18 years of
military service. He served in the U. S. Navy 
as a Hospital Corpsman and with the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps as part of the Fleet Marine Force
where he received Marine Corps battlefield
training on weapons, tactics, and specialized
field medicine.

He earned a degree in nursing from the Uni-
versity of Southern Mississippi and works as
a Registered Nurse at Wesley Medical Center.
He worked in various departments to include
the emergency room, medical surgery, cardio
and pulmonary, labor and delivery, nursery
and hospice.

In his spare time he enjoys riding his motor-
cycle, fishing, SCUBA diving and visiting
beaches and mountains. Most of all, he enjoys
time with his daughter, Lauren, 16.

Meet Charles Mitchell...

Mitchell
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