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By STAFF SGT. KENNY HATTEN
CSJFTC Public Affairs

The Ranger Boats Troop Salute Fishing
Program recently hosted a family event at
Heritage Lake, owned by the Pierce Family
of PierCon and Pierce Realty of Hattiesburg. 

“The event included several veterans from
Camp Shelby and the Hattiesburg area, and
there were plenty of door prizes and lots of
fish caught,” said Retired Chief Warrant Of-
ficer Richard Parker, Ranger Evinrude Pro
and organizer for the event. “Some referred
to the lake as an aquarium, they caught so
many bass. Everyone had a great time.”

After the event Topher’s Diner invited all
the veterans, Soldiers and their Families out
for a free lunch at their Hattiesburg location. 

“These events are free to all veterans and
service members of the U.S. Armed Forces.
We greatly appreciate all the sponsors who
make these events possible,” said Parker.

The sponsors for the event included Ranger
Boats, Evinrude Outboards, Bass Assassin
Baits, Humminbird Electronics, Minn Kota,
Sissy's Unique Variety, RRP Construction,
Pierce Realty, PierCon Construction, Denali
Rods, Topher’s Diner, McCoy Fishing line,
Santone Lures, O.C.S. Rail Services and
Solar Bat Sunglasses. 

“If you have a chance, please let all these
sponsors know how much you appreciate
their support for such a wonderful program,”
said Parker.

If you would like to participate in these
events, which include offshore fishing and in-
shore fishing, please go to www.troopsalute-
fishing.com and fill out the contact form or
contact Richard Parker, (Ret.) Chief Warrant
officer, Ranger Evinrude ProStaff, 601-307-
8492, www.troopsalutefishing.com or
rrpccm@hotmail.com

Troop Salute Fishing Program

Courtesy photos
The Camp Shelby and Hattiesburg area veterans who participated in the Troop Salute Fishing Program
stand for a group photo at Heritage Lake following the event.

The Big Bass was Kathy Bailey, wife of and fishing
partner for Warrant Officer John Bailey, shown here
holding up her piglette of 6.78 lbs. 

The Winners shown here are, from left, Army veteran Bryan Ryals, retired Army Chief Warrant Officer
and Ranger Evinrude Pro Richard Parker and retired Army Sgt. Lee Giacona.
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