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Mnbg-e 
cmdr

As I look back at the beginning of this operational de-
ployment I’m amazed how little time has passed, but how 
long ago it feels. We are just passing our second month 
of the deployment and what a journey this has been. 
 
Hohenfels was a whirlwind. We spent an intensive three 
weeks train up at the Joint Multinational Readiness Center 
in Hohenfels, Germany training for multiple contingencies 
that could occur here in Kosovo. Overall, the time spent at 
Hohenfels was an eye opening experience as we learned 
to adjust our systems, procedures, and taught our leaders 
how to seize the initiative in a peace support operational 
environment. The training was excellent and through our 
experience, I believe we grew closer together as a team.  
 
On June 1, we took the reins from KFOR 16. The transition 
between KFOR 16 and 17 was the best I have ever witnessed 
in my 24 years of service. The professionalism, and KFOR 
16’s desire for us to succeed was unprecedented. Col. Blake 
Story and his team did a great job setting us up for success. 
 
Now we are settling in. The tempo is high and the de-
mands on your time, capabilities, and resources are de-
manding. Now, more than ever, I believe we are at a 
critical moment that requires every ounce of your skill 
and experience to help the people of Kosovo secure the 
stage for irreversible momentum. We are witnessing first 
hand that people can work through differences peace-
fully. You are taking part in a historic event. You are 
helping the people of Kosovo move Forward Together.  
 
For me, the experience in Kosovo has been uplifting. I 
have meet and experienced so many interesting people 
and places in my official capacity over the last 30 days. 
I want to ensure that all of you will have many of the 
same opportunities. Hopefully, you will have the op-
portunity to enjoy a few day passes in Kosovo through 
the MWR program, to see the area and enjoy the his-
tory and culture that surrounds us. I encourage everyone 

to take the time and do that. Take the time to get to know 
the people, do your best to understand their perspective, 
but always balance that with remaining status neutral.  
 
To the families back home, I want to say, thank you. Your 
support is more important now than ever. I want you to know 
that your Soldier is making a difference, a difference in the 
lives of hundreds of thousands of people’s lives that will nev-
er know your Soldiers name, but at the same time they have 
a deep respect and love for your Soldier like no other I have 
ever seen. I have witnessed grown men and women here in 
Kosovo tear up at the sight of your Soldier, tear up with a grat-
itude, tear up with respect, tear up knowing that what years 
of the KFOR presence has done for them. Enabling them 
to live free, send their children to school, provide for their 
families, build a home, fly their flag. However your Soldier 
can only do the mission with your support and love. Please 
keep reaching out, sending those e-mails, cards and letters...
and every so often a package doesn’t hurt. I also ask you to 
reach out to your Soldiers buddy...not everyone is as fortu-
nate to have someone like you. Let’s leave no one behind.  
 
This has been an incredible experience so far and nothing 
like I’ve been a part of before. I believe that the Soldiers of 
MNBG-E are in the right place at the right time, with the right 
focus. Finally, as we all settle in for the 4th of July holiday 
and celebrate the United States of America’s independence, 
I ask that you take a moment and pause and keep in mind the 
Soldiers of MNBG-E. Have a safe and happy Fourth of July. 

One Team, Forward Together. 
 

-Lightning 6
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Wow, I turned around a few days ago and realized that we, 
Multinational Battle Group-East, had already been here for 
30 days. Where has the time gone?  It seems like just a 
couple of days ago we were making that midnight flight 
into Kosovo. It makes me wonder how much we can affect 
the mission here with time moving so quickly. 

The Soldiers of MNBG-E are working hard after finally 
settling in. The progress we’ve made since we departed 
Fort Bragg is phenomenal. Soldiers successfully completed the mission readiness exercise at the Joint Multinational 
Readiness Center, certifying their preparedness to assume the mission here in Kosovo. With the execution of the Trans-
fer of Authority ceremony, the next phase of this deployment began. We bid farewell to the Soldiers of the 218th Ma-
neuver Enhancement Brigade and welcomed in the responsibility of KFOR 17. As always, the Soldiers of the 525th and 
those Soldiers and multinational partners that have become a part of the 525 family have risen to the challenge of KFOR 
17 and are prepared to execute for success.

Since being here I’ve been fortunate in that I have had the ability to travel a little bit. I attended the Kosovo Security 
Forces Warrior Leadership Course graduation June 22. The pride on their faces was precious. The Liaison Monitoring 
Teams of Joint Readiness Detachment-East have invited me on a couple of occasions to visit with them at local schools.  
It is always humbling to be treated so graciously and always as an honored guest by the local population. Their con-
tinued support of NATO forces is espoused every day. As I travel from one place to another, I’m struck by the same 
thoughts that I have had on numerous occasions in the past, in other places around the world.  People are people wher-
ever you may be. They want basically the same things. They want to live their lives and to be happy and to enjoy life.  
They don’t even have to be rich, they just want to be able to have pride in themselves and what they do and who they 
are. I can only hope that by the time we leave, someone’s life here can be as greatly enriched as mine already has been.

So thank you MNBG-E for making the first 30 days such a huge success and for making the time pass by so fast.  Enjoy 
this deployment and embrace our mission here as the next 8 months will go by quickly.

Lightning! On the move!

-Lightning 7

Mnbg-e 
   CSM
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PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

Officially the Kingdom of Morocco, it is the most westerly of 
the North African countries. It has Atlantic and Mediterranean 
coastlines, and a rugged mountain interior.

King: Mohammed VI of Morocco
Independence: 1956
Capital: Rabat
Currency: Moroccan dirham
Official languages: Arabic, Berber languages

The country’s military consists of the Royal Armed Forces- this 
includes the Army (the largest branch), Navy and Air Force- the 
National Police Force, the Royal Gendarmerie (mainly respon-
sible for rural security), and the Auxiliary Forces.

Information taken from CIA Factbook.

Morocco
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CAMP BONDSTEEL, Kosovo—Five members of the United States House of Representatives visited Camp Bondsteel May 26. Representatives Joseph Wilson 
(S.C.), Tom Rice (S.C.), Denny Heck (Wa.), Pete Gallego (Texas), and Lois Frankel (Fla.), toured the camp and took time to meet with U.S. troops from their 
respective states. The soldiers are currently deployed to Kosovo with Multinational Battle Group-East in support of the NATO Kosovo Forces mission in main-
taining a safe and secure environment for all people of Kosovo. (U.S. Army photo by Spc. Samantha Parks, 4th Public Affairs Detachment)
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S.C. unit hands off command
to 525th BfSB
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or the first time in nearly a 
decade, an active duty U.S. 
Army unit assumed command 
in Kosovo during a transfer 

of authority ceremony held at Camp 
Bondsteel June 1.

The 525th Battlefield Surveillance 
Brigade, stationed out of Fort Bragg, 
N.C., took command of Multinational 
Battle Group-East from the 218th 
Maneuver Enhancement Brigade, 
a National Guard unit based out of 
Charleston, S.C. 

U.S. Army Col. Waymon B. Storey 
III, a native of Plum Branch, S.C. and 
the commander of the 218th MEB, 
transferred authority of MNBG-E 
to U.S. Army Col. David J. Woods, 
a native of Denbo, Pa., and the 
commander of the 525th BfSB.

Storey congratulated his soldiers and 
commended them on a job well done.

“These men and women have served 
with distinction over the past nine 
months,” Storey said. “They have 
remained committed to providing a 
safe and secure environment while 
also fostering relationships, which 
have helped set conditions for positive 
change in Kosovo.”

The commander for Kosovo Forces, 
German Army Maj. Gen. Volker 
Halbauer, similarly praised the work 
of the 218th MEB for their efforts 
throughout the deployment. 

“You have successfully completed all 
missions and thus decisively contributed 
to the overall accomplishments of 
KFOR, moving us all ‘Forward 
Together’,” said Halbauer. 

Storey also reflected on the relationships 
that were built while in Kosovo and the 
lasting impact of their work.

Story and photos by U.S. Army Spc. Samantha Parks 
4th Public Affairs Detachment

continued on page 8

F
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“When we first assumed this mission, we pledged our 
commitment to provide security for all through cooperation 
with local communities, institutions in kind, and international 
organizations,” Storey said. 

“I pledged to you that my multinational team would be 
responsible and accountable to a vision we all share, which 
is a future of sustainable stability in Kosovo.  Truly your 
success has been our success, and it is my sincere hope that 
we measured up to your expectations, for you deserved 
nothing less than our absolute best efforts.”

In handing over responsibility of the battle group, Storey was 
positive the future of Kosovo would continue to improve 
with the 525th BfSB. 

“I can say with confidence to all here that you will find an 
incredible partner in Col. Woods and his dynamic team,” 
Storey said. “They stand before you prepared to assume this 
mission thanks to the hard work of their soldiers, the steadfast 
support of their families, and quality, realistic training and 
support provided by all national contingents represented in 
their formation.”

Woods said it is an honor to be working with their 
multinational partners and he hopes to continue the great 
work of KFOR 16 in creating a better future for all those in 
Kosovo.

“I look forward to working with you, building a team and 
moving ‘Forward Together’ to ensure our mission here 
continues to progress and  to assist the local people in 
bringing peace and stability to Kosovo,” said Woods.

In his last remarks before handing over the reins of 
Multinational Battle Group-East, Storey closed with one 
final message.

“It has been an honor to serve here with all of you during 
these past nine months of marked progress in the history of 
Kosovo,” Storey said. “I greatly value the relationships we 
forged, and will miss them greatly. You all have our heartfelt 
wishes for continued success. Thank you, and Steadfast.”

continued from page 7

The reviewing party of Multinational Battle Group-East inspects the troops during the transfer of authority ceremony at Camp 
Bondsteel June 1. 

Troops from Multinaitonal Battle Group-East stand in for-
mation during the transfer of authority ceremony held at 
Camp Bondsteel June 1.



PG 11

M
N

B
G

-E
Fo

r
w

a
r

d
 C

o
m

m
a

n
d
 P

o
s

t

Responsibility for the Multinational 
Battle Group-East Forward Com-
mand Post transferred from 1st Bat-
talion, 118th Infantry Regiment, 
activated out of Union, S.C., to 1st 
Squadron, 38th Cavalry Regiment, 
from Fort Bragg, N.C., at a ceremo-
ny held at Camp Novo Selo May 24.

(U.S. Army photos by Spc. Samantha 
Parks, 4th Public Affairs Detachment)
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MNBG-E
TF MED

Task Force Medical 16 transferred authority to Task Force 
Medical 17 at a ceremony held at Camp Bondsteel May 25. 

U.S. Army Col. Noreen K. Diedo, a native of Warren, Mi. 
was the outgoing commander for TF Med 16, a unit com-
prised of more than 50 U.S. Army Reserve and National 
Guard soldiers from 11 different states.

Diedo wished the incoming commander, U.S. Army Maj. 
Marc R. Welde, a native of Ogden, Utah, the best of luck as 
his team, 421st Multifunctional Medical Battalion stationed 
out of Baumholder, Germany, assumed the TF Med mission.

(U.S. Army photos by Spc. Samantha Parks, 4th Public Affairs 
Detachment)
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Joint Regional Detachment–East, made up 
of U.S. and international soldiers, changed 
hands May 26 from the 1st Battalion, 8th 
Infantry Regiment of the South Carolina 
National Guard to the 525th Battlefield 
Surveillance Brigade of Fort Bragg, N.C., 
as a part of their assumption of the Kosovo 
Forces mission.

The JRD serves as the eyes and ears of 
KFOR by meeting with local leaders and 
the people of Kosovo. The JRD is made up 
of several liaison monitoring teams, who 
routinely meet with mayors, businessmen 
and other influential people in Kosovo.

(U.S. Army photos by Staff Sgt. Cody Harding, 
4th Public Affairs Detachment)
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Polish
Coy

The Polish Coy transferred authority at a ceremony 
held on Camp Bondsteel May 27.

(U.S. Army photos by Maj. Wencke Tate, MNBG-E PAO)
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Polish
Coy

Armenian
coy

The Armenian Coy transferred authority at a ceremony 
held on Camp Bondsteel June 8.

(U.S. Army photos byCapt. Randy Ready, 4th Public Affairs 
Detachment)
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SHARP
During the Sexual Harassment and Assault Response Prevention training held June 18-21, the Multinational Battle Group-
East SHARP Program encouraged small group discussions on several SHARP topics.  This included a discussion on the 
focus and operation of the SHARP Program, the effectiveness of the current prevention strategies, and the individual 
responsibility and accountability for maintaining a climate of dignity and respect. 

One of the training tools utilized in the small group discussions was an excerpt from a case where a soldier, U.S. Army 
Pfc. Natasha Schuette, was sexually harassed and assaulted by her drill sergeant during basic training. 

Schuette shares her experience because she wants to ensure other soldiers don’t experience the same physical trauma 
and mental anguish she endured. She wants to encourage everyone to report any incident involving sexual assault and 
harassment.  With Schuette’s permission, the Center for the Army Profession and Ethic believes her story can be used to 
reinforce the importance of the Army profession as a way to eradicate sexual harassment and sexual assault.

Schuette’s account outlines everyone’s role in preventing sexual harassment and sexual assault.  Everyone from the in-
dividual soldier all the way up through the chain-of-command has a role in the SHARP Program. Gen. Robert W. Cone, 
the commander for the U.S. Army Training and Doctrine Command, said that recruits and trainees in his command are a 
uniquely vulnerable group in the Army, but even well-intentioned leaders haven’t always seen that.

The perpetrator, Schuette’s drill sergeant, was found guilty and convicted in November of 2012.  His charges included 
forcible sodomy, abusive sexual contact, indecent conduct, assault, adultery, and failing to follow a lawful order.  He was 
sentenced to five years in prison, reduced in rank to private, and he forfeited his $2,886 monthly salary. 

We will continue to seek new ways to spread the SHARP Program’s message to all soldiers throughout the battle group. 
If you have any ideas or suggestions on how to improve our training, contact the MNBG-E SARC/SHARP Specialist 
at terry.l.jenkins.mil@mail.mil or the MNBG-E VA/SHARP Specialist at danielle.e.carlsen.mil@mail.mil. You can also 
reach one of us at DSN 4567 or cell 049-774-590. We are more than happy to hear your ideas and take them into consid-
eration!

To view PFC Schuette’s interview visit: http://cape.army.mil/case%20studies/pfcschuette.php

MNBG-E Victim Advocate/SHARP Specialist
1st Lt. Danielle E. Carlsen

MNBG-E conducts SHARP 
training with small, central-
ized groups. (U.S. Army 
photos by 1st Lt. Danielle 
Carlsen, MNBG-E SHARP 
Specialist)
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Soldiers with Multinational Battle Group-East celebrated the U.S. Army’s 238th birthday with a 5k fun run and 
a cake cutting ceremony June 14. (U.S. Army photos by Spc. Samantha Parks, 4th Public Affairs Detachment)
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Greetings from the Camp 
Bondsteel Legal Assistance Office!

The LAO is here to provide servicemembers and other 
eligible personnel with legal advice on a variety of dif-
ferent issues.  Powers of attorney and notary services 
can be performed on a walk-in basis.

A legal assistance attorney is available to help with 
a variety of other legal issues by appointment.  The 
command provides a legal assistance attorney to as-
sist individuals in whatever manner we can to alleviate 
stress and allow people to focus on the mission.  Some 
common legal issues we can assist with are: family 
separations and child support obligations, real estate 
and rental, credit report problems, Service Members 
Civil Relief Act, immigration, taxes, claims, OERs and 
NCOERs, FLIPLs, and letters of reprimand.  

When an individual comes to see an attorney for le-
gal assistance related to the matters listed above, an 
attorney-client privilege is formed.  That means that all 
interactions with our office are confidential.  The legal 
office at Camp Bondsteel generally does not assist in-
dividuals with responses to investigations or criminal 
law matters but we can assist with referrals to trial de-
fense services for that assistance.  

While no one in the legal office is a certified financial 
planner, we can offer some general advice on personal 
finance in a deployed environment.  A deployment of-
fers many financial benefits and opportunities.  

One program individuals should consider is the Sav-
ings Deposit Program through the finance department.  
While saving for retirement is always a good idea, if 
you are going to have a very low taxable income due to 
the deployment, you might consider reducing tax de-
ferred Individual Retirement Account or Thrift Savings 
Plan contributions and placing that money in a Roth 
IRA.  

Individuals who have sizeable tax deferred 401(K)’s 
or TSP accounts might consider a conversion of some 
of those funds into a Roth IRA this year as the con-
verted funds are likely to be taxed at a lower rate if 
your overall tax burden is low due to the deployment 
income tax exemption.   

When making an appointment for legal services it is 
important to provide as much information as possi-
ble to the intake paralegal so that they can determine 
whether or not the issue is something we can handle, 
and to allow the attorney to prepare to make the most 
of the initial meeting.  The legal office can assist you 
better if you come in with all of the information, docu-
ments, and contacts that are relevant to the legal issue.  
Bring everything you have.  

If you, one of your battle buddies, or subordinates is 
facing an issue that might be a legal issue, it is always 
best to come by our office or call in to ask about it.  If 
we can help you, we will.

The legal office is also here to assist commanders 
with advice on investigations, counseling, disciplin-
ary matters, ethics, gifts, claims, and other fiscal or 
administrative law issues.  

The LAO is located on Admin Alley, Building 1330C, 
Room 3N.  If you are seeking assistance with some-
thing other than a notarization or power of attorney, 
please call 781-4575 to make an appointment.  

Legal Assistance, Claims, Fiscal and Administrative 
Law Judge Advocate
Capt. Sean Kumar

legal
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Soldiers with the Forward Com-
mand Post conducted fire-phobia 
training at Camp Novo Selo in May. 

The purpose of the training was to 
show soldiers how to avoid injury 
in the event of fires while conduct-
ing crowd and riot control.

The training also assisted in help-
ing soldiers overcome any fear they 
may have.

(U.S. Army photos courtesy of 1st 
Squadron, 38th Cavalry Regiment) 
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s Kosovo Force 17 continues 
to settle into their new posts, 
soldiers have identified a num-
ber of opportunities to improve 

their living conditions and quality of 
life. At Gate One, a KFOR camp near 
the Administrative Boundary Line in 
northern Kosovo, these opportunities 
are already beginning to take shape on 
the ground.

One of these changes is modifying the 
overall structure of the camp in order to 
improve the quality of life for soldiers 
near the ABL. 

According to U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Jesse 
Harris, the “Mayor” of Gate One, this is 
being accomplished by adding in fresh 
gravel for the roads to keep equipment 
and soldiers from losing their footing 
in the mud. Harris says that laying the 
gravel will also help curb any issues 
with pests and sickness on the post that 
may arise from having muddy trails and 
stagnant pools after it rains.

In his duties as mayor, Harris is in charge 
of the maintenance and improvements 
of the post. For this, he has enlisted the 
help of KFOR multinational partners. 
Ukrainian Coy engineers began drop-
ping off over 1,000 cubic feet of fresh 
gravel June 18, which over the course of 
two weeks, will become the new roads 
and pathways leading up and into the 
post.

Adapt and overcome: 
Gate One sees new improvements

Story and photos by U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Cody Harding
4th Public Affairs Detachment

A
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“That’s one of the perks to doing 
this job, I get to work with a lot 
of different [multinational] coys,” 
Harris, a Fort Bragg, N.C. native 
said. “I’ve worked with the Turkish 
so far, and I’ve met the Polish, the 
Ukrainians, Armenians, Albanians, 
Slovenians, Germans, French and 
the Moroccans. It’s hard to learn 
‘Hello’ and ‘Thank you’ in all of 
those languages.”

Harris is also planning for the ad-
dition of new tents to better ac-
commodate the soldiers stationed 
there. Though change doesn’t hap-
pen overnight, Harris is wasting no 

time in laying the foundation for 
improvement.

Gate One is also seeing an improve-
ment in soldier care. Thanks in part 
to the Forward Command Post sta-
tioned at Camp Novo Selo, Gate 
One recently received several boxes 
of supplies for their Morale, Welfare 
and Recreation tent to help improve 
the variety of activities soldiers can 
take part in during their time off.

U.S. Army 1st Sgt. Robert Allen, 
the incoming 1st Sgt. for Company 
C, 1st Squadron, 38th Cavalry Regi-
ment, said that getting the supplies 

was a huge morale boost for his 
soldiers.

“Where we’re at, we just have stuff 
that gets us by,” Allen, a native of 
Columbus, Ga. said. “Showing up 
with good stuff is always a morale 
booster for the guys.”

To help soldiers maintain a high 
level of readiness, the soldiers of 
Gate One have also expanded their 
training facilities, building a rap-
pel training tower on the camp 
to provide safe, easily accessible 
training to multinational forces 
stationed on the post.

“The guys are enjoying it, they 
love the mission that we’re do-
ing in Kosovo,” Allen said. “Hard 
training, hard working, and we all 
appreciate what MWR is doing for 
us, no matter how big or small.”

(right) Soldiers with Com-
pany C, 1st Squadron, 
38th Cavalry Regiment, 
open boxes of Morale, 
Welfare and Recreation 
supplies brought up from 
Camp Novo Selo to the 
Gate One MWR tent June 
17.

U.S. Army Spc. Anthony Atunku, a member 
of 1st Squadron, 38th Cavalry Regiment, 
packs up a box of supplies meant for Gate One 
at Camp Novo Selo June 17

(left) Soldiers with Com-
pany C, 1st Squadron, 
38th Cavalry Regiment, 
conduct rappel tower 
training at Gate One June 
18.
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Chaplain

Chaplain (MAJ) Timothy J. Meier, Society of Jesus, Multinational Battle Group-East Chaplain, met with Imam 
Morina June 12 in Hodancoc to reestablish contact. According to Morina, KFOR had not met with him since 
2010. Meier asked Morina various questions about Ramadan, which begins the night of July 8.  At the end of 
the meeting, Meier told Morina that he would pray every day during Ramadan for Morina and his congregation. 
Morina smiled and replied, “Five times a day, 365 days per year, we pray for KFOR and all the American people.”

(photo courtesy of MNBG-E Chaplain)
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he Multinational Battle Group - East Koso-
vo Forces 17 Joint Law Enforcement Liaison 
Team met with Polish soldiers, the European 
Union Rule of Law mission in Kosovo, known 

as EULEX, and the Kosovo Police in Gjilan to enforce 
security measures along the Administrative Boundary 
Line between Kosovo and Serbia May 29.

The JLELT, comprised of soldiers from Headquarters 
and Headquarters Company, 525th Battlefield Surveil-
lance Brigade, operates alongside their counterparts 
from various nations and organizations to train and pre-
pare the KP and Kosovo Border Police to provide a safe 
and secure environment in Kosovo. They also serve as 
a liaison between the KP and  KFOR, inviting the local 
institutions to ask for training or assistance from the 
NATO-led mission.

U.S. Army Capt. Anthony Wilkins, from Kansas City, 
Mo., said the level of professionalism and technical 
proficiency he’s seen while working with the KBP has 
been impressive.

“It makes it easier, but at the same time it’s challenging 
as well,” said Wilkins. “With a higher level of training, 
you have to dig into your kit bag deeper to find training 
to help them progress.”

On this day’s patrol, the JLELT visited Gate 6, which 
was under renovation from a recent move. They met 
with Ruzhd Abdulahu, the KBP commander at Gate 6, 
and members of EULEX who came to inspect the site. 
Later, they joined the KBP on a dismounted patrol of 
small mountain roads in the area. 

Guzmend Jakupi, a member of the KBP, said it felt 
good to perform the joint patrols with KFOR.

“We like to have the joint patrols,” Jakupi said. “We 
like to see if we can catch something, like the smug-
glers. We can stop them. We have to stop them.”

The KBP checked several sites that have been used for 
black market activities in the past and set up a vehicle 

Joint Readiness on the ABL control point on several of the roads, stopping vehicles 
moving to and from Serbia to inspect their vehicles and 
check their credentials.

Polish Army Private 1st Class Pawel Pelc, with the 23rd 
Artillery Regiment, said that keeping the boundary safe 
leads to keeping the people of Kosovo safe.

“I think we can give them peace here,” Pelc said. “And 
they will feel better, not worry about their families.”

Though the KFOR 17 JLELT has been in Kosovo for 
less than a month, U.S. Army Chief Warrant Officer 
Two Andre Harris has already been on three joint pa-
trols with the KP and KBP. He said that building a rap-
port with his Kosovo counterparts, a critical part of their 
mission, was made easier by previous KFOR rotations.

“To be honest, I believe it is second nature to [the KBP],” 
Harris, from Rochester, N.Y. said. “This is KFOR 17, 
so they’ve seen rotation after rotation, so they’re used 
to it. There’s a bit of a transition period where the new 
unit has to build their rapport, but ultimately they’re 
very cognizant of the new units coming in, so there’s no 
issue. They’re able to adapt.”

T
Story and photos by U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Cody Harding
4th Public Affairs Detachment

U.S. Army Capt. Anthony Wilkins, a member of the Joint Law Enforce-
ment Liaison Team, speaks with members of the European Union Rule 
of Law Mission in Kosovo at the new site for Gate 6 outside the city of 
Gjilan, Kosovo, May 29. 
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oldiers across Multinational 
Battle Group- East 
participated in a German-
hosted range June 17 that 

gave all soldiers the opportunity 
to familiarize on German weapons 
in preparation for the German 
Armed Forces Badge for Weapons 
Proficiency.

The German Armed Forces Badge 
for Weapons Proficiency, known 
as the “Schutzenschnur,” is a 
combination of the German service 
rifle (G36), pistol (P8) and machine 
gun (MG3). If the number of 
required hits is met, troops qualify 
in either bronze, silver or gold 
standards.

U.S Army Spc. Joshua Lytle, a 
soldier with Multinational Battle 
Group-East, said he was surprised 
at the differences between German 
and U.S. weapons.

German troops host range for MNBG-E
Story and photos by U.S. Army Spc. Samantha Parks
4th Public Affairs Detachment

“Trigger squeeze is the biggest 
difference,” Lytle said. “The MG3 
tricked me a little bit. I thought I 
had it on safe, but I just had to pull 
it back more than I thought I needed 
to.”

The German troops have hosted 
several separate qualifications, but 
Kosovo Forces Command Sgt. 
Maj., German Army Command Sgt. 
Maj. Angelo Fuchs said each event 
is very important.

“Here we have the possibility to 
bring different nations together,” 
Fuchs said. “So not only do 
Americans have the opportunity 
to shoot with us [the Germans], 
but also other nations like the 
Slovenians, the Swiss, and so on.”

Lytle seconded Fuchs thoughts, but 
added a personal reason for having 
events like this.

“It’s important because it builds 
relationships between different 
countries,” Lytle said. “To me it’s also 
important because I’m part German 
and to take part in something like 
this is just something very personal.”

Fuchs added that not only are events 
like this enjoyable for soldiers to 
participate in, but it also breaks down 
potential barriers.

“What I figured out is, it is very 
challenging for some [people] to 
overcome the language problems 
and when they meet here in such 
locations, the language [barriers] 
suddenly become not that important,” 
Fuchs said. “So they meet each other 
[at the range] and some day when 
they have to work together, and that 
happens very often, then they have 
no problem to find common bases 
because they know each other.”

S

German safeties observe and offer advice as French soldiers familiarize themselves with the German MG3 machine gun during the German weapons 
familiarization June 17. To qualify, soldiers had to hit a minimum of 10 shots with the German MG3 machine gun over three circles and one shot in 
each of three circles with the P8 pistol.
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Safety
Driving in Kosovo is arguably the most hazardous event 
KFOR soldiers face on a daily basis.  Even before KFOR 
17 officially took over MNBG-E on June 1, members 
from its formation had already been involved in minor 
traffic accidents.  Although the damage was negligible 
and no one was injured, KFOR 17 now has first-hand ex-
perience with local traffic accidents.

Coming from a different driving culture, one could easily 
think that local drivers are overly aggressive and that they 
take too many risks.  Yes, it’s easy to think that.  Or is it 
that the local drivers have just come to expect that their 
fellow drivers are just as aggressive as they are?  Having 
recently taken over, KFOR 17 faces a steep learning curve 
when it comes to predicting what often times is unpredict-
able driving behavior. 

As I was working towards my certification as a safety pro-
fessional, I remember taking a course on human behavior.  
On the surface, behavior and safety may not appear to go 
hand-in-hand, but I soon found out that there is a strong 
link between the two.  A culture can be defined by its be-
liefs, it values, and its norms.  Safety is linked into this 
in the form of the outputs, or actions, of a culture.  The 
manner of driving by the local population is influenced by 
their culture.  One of those outputs, or actions, is identi-
fied with their more aggressive driving style.  

So what is the soldier of KFOR 17 to do?  If you try and 
drive like the locals, you might find yourself driving well 
out of your comfort zone.  If you become an overly de-
fensive driver, then you could potentially find yourself 
run off the road.  The best answer I can come up with is 
to keep your head on a swivel and maintain a defensive 
driving posture while being able to conjure up a hint of 
aggressiveness when it’s needed. 

 All of the safety training I’ve taken has taught me to elim-
inate the risk.  If the risk could not be eliminated, then an 
engineering solution should be utilized to all but elimi-
nate the risk.  If an engineering approach wasn’t feasible, 
then administrative measures and personal protective 
equipment would be used to mitigate the risk.  In the last 
two approaches, the risk still remains and you are merely 
attempting to minimize your personal contact with the 
hazard while safeguarding yourself with protective equip-
ment.   These are also the two methods KFOR 17 is left 
with to protect our soldiers from the hazards of driving.
 

 
While driving in Kosovo is probably one of the riskiest 
missions most soldiers will encounter, KFOR 17 will 
adapt to the conditions in time.  In recent weeks, the ac-
cident rate has already started to taper off, but we must 
stay resilient to help keep this rate in decline.  

When placed in a traffic-hazard environment, you’ll 
learn quickly what works well…or not.  In retrospect, 
the local driving tactic reminds me of a saying that 
was drilled to me as a young, prospective Jumpmaster, 
“Slow is smooth and smooth is fast.”  The manner in 
which some of these drivers maneuver their vehicles 
is somewhat impressive but dangerous nonetheless.  
Given a choice, I’ll gladly add a few extra minutes to 
my travel time so that I can arrive at my destination 
accident free.

MNBG-E Safety Manger
Edson de Leon
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U.S. Army soldiers with Task Force Aviation instruct 
Polish Army soldiers how to quickly load onto two UH-
60 Black Hawk helicopters with all of their crowd and 
riot control equipment  at Camp Bondsteel May 30. 

The U.S. and Polish soldiers are a part of Multinational 
Battle Group-East and were training how to load a Black 
Hawk in a safe, rapid and proficient manner in the event 
they have to rapidly respond to a civil disturbance.

(U.S. Army photos by Capt. Randy Ready, 4th Public Affairs 
Detachment) 
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Soldiers from Company C, 1st Squadron, 38th 
Cavalry Regiment, from Fort Bragg, N.C., use 
all-terrain vehicles to reach areas of their patrol 
through mountainous and rough terrain in north-
ern Kosovo June 12. U.S. Army Sgt. Aden Ham-
eda, an assistant platoon sergeant with Company 
C, 1st Squadron, 38th Cavalry Regiment and an 
Indianapolis native, said "The ATVs are a method 
for getting to a site over a distance or terrain that 
we normally wouldn't be able to get to in a timely 
manner via walking or traditional truck drop off, 
but we found a use for them here up in the hills and 
mountains where it's pretty rough." 

(U.S. Army photos by Spc. Samantha Parks, 4th Public 
Affairs Detachment)
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French soldiers check on the Kosovo Police at a local mon-
astery during a patrol in northern Kosovo June 10. During 
the patrol they also met with other KP in a near by village.

The soldiers also stopped to play games with children at 
the end of their patrol. French Army Staff Sgt. Matthieu 
Delacour, assistant platoon leader, said, “ To keep a good 
relationship with the civilians, we try each time we go to the 
village to meet the important people, teachers, doctors and 
village leaders.”

(U.S. Army photos by Spc. Samantha Parks, 4th Public Affairs 
Detachment)
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embers of Kosovo Force 
17’s Joint Regional De-
tachment -East compet-
ed alongside multina-

tional coys as a part of a competition 
hosted by the Portuguese Coy in 
celebration of Portugal’s National 
Day at Camp Slim Lines June 8.

Though the Portuguese National 
Day is June 10, the Portuguese Coy 
decided to hold the event on a Sat-
urday so as not to interfere with the 
missions of the various agencies 
and coys that were invited to attend. 

The JRD-E team was one of 15 
teams that competed, ranging from 
the KFOR Liaison Officer team, the 
European Union Rule of Law Mis-
sion in Kosovo, or EULEX, team 
and multinational coys from across 
Kosovo. 

U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Ruben Cruz, 
a member of the JRD-E team, said 
working both with and against the 
multinational coys was a good thing 
not just for his team, but for KFOR.

“It builds camaraderie, and it sup-
ports everything that we’re doing 
right now,” Cruz, a native of Are-
cibo, Puerto Rico said. “Working 
together, one team one fight. We 
do everything together, and that’s 
how we’re going to be successful in 
Kosovo.”

The teams were given six tasks set 
at stations across the camp that they 
needed to pass in order to proceed 
onward. The events ranged from fa-
miliar obstacles, like navigating a 

notional minefield with improvised 
materials, to assembling a puzzle at 
the top of a “slide,” a fully raised 
dump truck that had been coated 
with grease. 

Once all the events were completed, 
competitors were treated to a barbe-
cue, courtesy of the Portuguese Coy, 
and given the chance to relax after 
they had crossed the finish line. 

Portuguese Army Lt. Col. Paolo 
Cordeiro, the commander of the 
Portuguese 2nd Paratrooper Battal-
ion and the Portuguese Coy, said the 
event was designed to bring differ-
ent members of KFOR together and 
to help build relationships.

“My intent is to bring some people 
who are not from this camp to spend 
time with us for this kind of famil-
iarization,” Cordeiro said. “It’s also 
just as important for the command-
ers as it is for the Soldiers.”

After the barbecue came the awards 
ceremony, from eighth place and up, 
with a promise from Cordeiro for a 
dedicated celebration to go along 
with the official Portuguese 
National Day Ceremony on June 10. 

The Austrian Coy took first place 
overall, with the EULEX team com-
ing in second. The U.S. Coy won 
fifth place overall, while JRD-E 
came out just ahead in fourth place.

KFOR competes for Portuguese National Day
Story and photos by U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Cody Harding
4th Public Affairs Detachment

M

Members of the European Union Rule of Law Mission in Kosovo, or EULEX, attempt to reach the 
top of a greased-down 'slide' to assemble a puzzle at the top during the Portuguese National Day 
Competition at Camp Slim Lines June 8.
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KFOR competes for Portuguese National Day

Always Ready, Always Alert
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ARMY
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• Soldiers and DA civilians complete Level-I AT 

Awareness Training

• Family members ages 14 and older traveling 

outside CONUS on official business complete 

Level-I AT Awareness Training

• Encourage family members to complete Level-I 

Training before any overseas personal travel

• Country/Region (AOR) specific training

• Determine requirement for a Country Clearance
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hat originally started as a day of question-and-
answer between U.S. troops and school children 
quickly evolved into a day of fun, laughter and 
sports. Liaison Monitoring Team Four visited 

Kenan Halimi School May 30 to spend the day with the 
children, participating in activities like soccer, ping-pong, 
basketball and dancing.

“The kids were really excited,” said U.S. Army Sgt. 1st 
Class Charles Hipple, the LMT 4 noncommissioned officer 
in charge and Pittsburgh native. “They were dancing for us, 
playing football, basketball and ping-pong. It was a really 
good interaction between KFOR and the students and faculty 
here.”

Hipple said though the children will run you ragged playing 
all of the games, the day went very well.

LMT 4 was joined by U.S. Army Command Sgt. Maj. Sheryl 
Lyon, Multinational Battle Group-East CSM and native of 
Tompkinsville, Ky.

School invites U.S. troops for field day
Story and photos by U.S. Army Spc. Samantha Parks 
4th Public Affairs Detachment

“I came to visit the school with the LMTs, at their 
invitation, to see a little bit of the countryside and a little 
bit of the communities,” Lyon said. “I got to meet with the 
director [of the school] and I was able to ask him a lot of 
questions about how their school systems run. It has been 
very informative for me.”

Lyon spent the morning touring the school and meeting 
the faculty before being taught a dance by the children. 
She said she had a blast and that dancing with the children 
was the most memorable part of the day.

“The kids are wonderful,” Lyon said. “They want to laugh 
and talk and have a good time. They are letting us dance 
with them and learn their dances and showing us a lot of 
things, so it’s really good.”

U.S. Army Spc. Stanley Walker, a soldier with LMT 4 
and native of Brentwood, N.Y., said they were out as a 
liaison team, but got to have fun interacting with the kids, 
building relationships and just getting to know the local 
community. 

W
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“I got to play ping-pong with some of the kids here today,” 
Walker said. “It was fun. Today was my first time playing 
[ping-pong]. Some of the kids, I think, just let me win.”

The idea for the visit originally started with the director of 
the school requesting LMT 4 to come and talk to the classes, 
Hipple said.

“During the course of me getting to know my area, I came to 
this school,” Hipple said. “I talked to the director and he was 
really happy to see us. He told me that he hasn’t really seen 
KFOR in the last two years or so.

On my second visit here, he told me about how he wanted 
KFOR soldiers to come in and have a little [question-and-
answer] with the students; he just wanted us to come into 
the classroom and talk to the kids and let them practice their 
English. So on the third visit, when I came to confirm it, he 
said, ‘hey would you guys be interested in coming out and 
playing some sports with the kids and just hanging out all 
day like a field day type thing.’”

Hipple said the director of the school, Mr. Milaim Misini, 
and his faculty completely organized the day.

“As long as the schools come up with it and organize it, I 
will participate wherever I can,” Hipple said. 

The main focus for him and his team over the next nine 

months is the schools and children, Hipple said.

“It’s my opinion that if we can get through to the kids and 
show the kids that there is a better tomorrow if they want it to 
be, then that’s what’s rewarding for me,” he said. “I’ve been 
around to other schools in this village and everybody knew 
that we were coming here today. So the word is spreading 
that KFOR 17 is out here and we are here to engage with the 
local populace.”

It’s very important to Hipple that the community feels 
comfortable interacting with him and his team. He wants 
them to know KFOR troops and not associate them with any 
negative stigma.

“It’s just going to show them that we’re not someone to be 
scared of, that we’re not all here just about business,” Hipple 
said. “Because I’ve seen it in the past where military, in any 
country, will go out there and have this stigma about them 
like ‘oh you can’t talk to me, stay away from me, we don’t 
know how to have fun.’ We might suck at playing football, 
but we aren’t afraid to try it, we aren’t afraid to lose. We’re 
humble people.”

Kenan Halimi School will come together with several other 
schools in the community on June 4th for the ninth grade 
graduation. Hipple said he is very excited because he has 
already been extended an invitation and plans on attending.

Troops play a game of three-on-three basketball with 
school children. 

A school child at Kenan Halimi School competes in a ping-
pong game against Spc. Stanley Walker, Liaison Monitor-
ing Team Four and native of Brentwood, N.Y.

(left) Children at the Kenan Halimi School teach U.S. troops 
how to dance. 
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Jess Penner
presents
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Jess Penner and her band per-
formed for troops at Camp 
Bondsteel June 19. Penner is an 
Indie-Pop song artist from Los 
Angeles. (U.S. Army photos by Spc. 
Samantha Parks, 4th Public Affairs 
Detachment)
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ore than 70 children par-
ticipated in a talent show 
organized by Kosovo 
Forces and school ad-

ministrators June 18. Liaison Moni-
toring Team Six worked with the 
Firaja school principal to put the 
event together for the communities 
of Boda and Firaja.

"The idea for the talent show was 
my idea," said U.S. Army Sgt. Me-
gan Kent, a noncommissioned offi-
cer of LMT 6 and native of Leba-
non, Mo. "With the help from LMT 
6 and the principal of Firaja, we 
worked together to coordinate it."

Kent got the idea from her personal 
childhood.

"The reason I decided to bring up 
the talent show idea is because it is 

something we do back home at the 
end of the school year," Kent said.

The principal provided the sound 
equipment needed as well as books 
for prizes for first, second and third 
place. Kent and her team provided 
two of the four judges and addition-
al prizes for the children.

U.S. Army Pfc. Daniel Quevedo, 
a member of LMT 6 and a Miami 
native, said "Some of these towns 
haven't seen [KFOR] in a really 
long time, so we just want to make 
sure that they see us working with 
the kids and the teachers."

Quevedo added that events like the 
talent show reinforce the mission 
of KFOR, but also remind the com-
munities that they are here to make 
friends and learn about their culture.

Children performed acts like sing-
ing, traditional and hip-hop danc-
ing, and skits. The troops were also 
treated to poetry reading and tradi-
tional stories. 

"The kids have been training for 
about a week, putting acts together," 
said Quevedo. 

Polish Chief Warrant Officer 2 Mi-
jrci Jrzlowcka, one of the judges se-
lected from KFOR, said the day was 
excellent.

"My favorite part of the day was 
the little boy who danced," Jrzlow-
cka said. "Today is important in my 
opinion because KFOR and the lo-
cal people should be more coopera-
tive and interactive."

KFOR troops, school principal host talent show

M
Story and photos by U.S. Army Spc. Samantha Parks
4th Public Affairs Detachment
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U.S. soldiers with Multinational 
Battle Group-East Liasion Moni-
toring Six  enjoy the talent show 
with other children from the 
school. U.S. Army Pfc. Daniel 
Quevedo teaches several boys how 
to high five. Several acts featured 
dances with traditional clothing.



PG 40

MWR June Soccer Tournament
final score: ukraine 5  U.S. 0

U.S. Army photos by Staff Sgt. Kathy 
Greggs, MNBG-E CSM Adminstrative As-
sistant

The Camp Bondsteel 
MWR hosted a soc-
cer tournament June 
23 with a Ukrainian 
team defeating an 
American squad to 
be crowned tourna-
ment champions.
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submitted photos
(Photo courtesy of JRD-E)

U.S. soldiers with Joint Regional Detachment-East climbed Mount Luboten June 16. Mt. Luboten is located near the FYROM 
border and can be seen from Camp Bondsteel. The group used the climb as a team building event, with more than 70 soldiers 
reaching the peak. Mt. Luboten is commonly nicknamed “Mt. Duke” by MNBG-E troops.

Task Force MED poses for a 
group photo after completing 
a 5k fun run May 31. (cour-
tesy photo by Sgt. Ryan Ser-
geant, TF MED)

Love taking photos? 
Want to be published? 
Show off you and your 

friends!

Email your photos to 
mnbgeast@gmail.com 

by the 21st of each 
month. Please include 
a brief description with 

the photo.
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brain busters

Drop off your answers to the public affairs office in BLDG 2130A. All those with correct answers will be 
entered into a drawing for a gift card.  Answers must be submitted by July 12. Winner announced July 15 

on the Facebook page. Answers posted in next month’s issue.
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