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COMMUNITY

A LIFE OF SERVICE:  FROM FIRE-
FIGHTER TO ISLAND PROVIDER

PHOTO BY RANEESH THIRUVARATH

By Annette Monk, Hour-
glass Staff Writer

Ask Scott Foxworth how he 
ended up thousands of miles 
from Texas in one of the most 
remote medical posts on 
earth, and he’ll smile, shrug, 
and say the same thing he’s 
said throughout a 40-year ca-
reer in public service: “I just 
want to help people, wherev-
er I am.” Then he added, “Plus 
it sounded like fun.  I served 
on Midway Island a few years 
ago and truly enjoyed it. 

Today, Scott serves as the 
Physician Assistant on Roi-
Namur Island, one of the 
most isolated communities 
within U.S. Army Garrison–
Kwajalein Atoll. But long 
before he treated patients 
with diving injuries, chronic 
illnesses, food-related reac-
tions, and industrial acci-
dents, he was the little kid in 
a toy fire helmet in Houston, 
Texas—captivated by flash-
ing red lights and a TV show 
that shaped the rest of his life.

Growing up in the late 
1960s and early 1970s, Scott’s 
world revolved around the TV 
show Emergency! and listen-
ing to stories from his uncle, 
a Houston Fire Department 
paramedic.

He remembers the mo-
ment the spark ignited: “I 
always thought Johnny and 
Roy were the coolest guys in 
the world.” As his mom would 
recall, young Scott would tell 
everyone to be quiet whenev-
er the show came on. The toy 
fire helmet wasn’t just a cos-
tume—it was a calling.

By age 18, he was a volun-
teer firefighter. At 19, he en-
rolled in paramedic school 
under Dr. Red Duke, a giant 
in emergency medicine and 
founder of the Hermann 
Hospital, LifeFlight program 
in Houston. 

What came next was more 
than two decades with fire 
and EMS services in and 
around Houston.

“Fulfilling my dream of 
working as a paramedic and 

firefighter will always be at 
the top of the list,” he said.

While working in the Texas 
Heart Institute’s Cardiac Cath 
Lab, Scott met a physician as-
sistant who introduced him 
to a profession he had never 
considered—but instantly 
felt drawn to.

“I felt that I was being led 
into that career path,” he said.

He entered the PA program 
at the University of Texas at 
San Antonio and graduated 
with honors, going on to be-
come one of the first three 
PAs hired on the Trauma 
Surgery Service at Universi-
ty Hospital, a level 1 trauma 
center.  His PA career has 
spanned a variety of surgical 
specialties: trauma, plastic 
and reconstructive, vascular, 
cardio-thoracic, bariatric, 
and for the last 15 years before 
coming to Roi, neurosurgery. 
This included being first as-
sistant in the operating room 
as well as caring for patients 
in and out of the hospital.  

That role placed him at the 

heart of high-acuity medi-
cine—complex neurosurgical 
cases, multi-system trauma, 
and catastrophic injuries. His 
background in fire and EMS 
blended seamlessly with the 
new world he walked into. 

While his career includes 
countless moments of im-
pact, one stands out: the 
early-career patient with a se-
vere head injury who awoke 
from a coma and eventually 
became valedictorian of his 
high school class.

“That’s a story better told 
in person,” Foxworth said, 
with a smile that carries four 
decades of memory. Both ca-
reers, firefighting and med-
icine, taught him lessons 
in teamwork and resilience 
while giving him a truth he 
carries from job to job and is-
land to island:

“Very few things are accom-
plished by a single individual. 
A team is always involved.”

He has worked inside Level 
I trauma centers where spe-
cialists were steps away—and 
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in remote outposts like Balad, 
Iraq, Midway Island, and re-
mote South Texas oilfields 
where resources were nearly 
nonexistent. Still, there is one 
thing that remains constant: 
teamwork is everything.

And through every chal-
lenge, Scott says one source 
of strength has guided him: 
“I can do all things through 
Christ who strengthens me… 
I know this in my heart of 
hearts.”

His path to Roi-Namur 
wasn’t meticulously planned. 
In fact, it began with some-
thing simple: “Believe it or 
not, I answered an ad in a 
magazine looking for a phy-
sician assistant out here.” 
He had worked for the same 
company before—most re-
cently in Balad, Iraq—and 
previously lived on Midway 
Island, so the remote lifestyle 
didn’t intimidate him.

His first impressions of 
Roi were almost humorous: 
“It was like Gilligan’s Island.” 
But what he found was a 
place where he could put ev-

ery skill he’d learned—med-
ical, emergency response, re-
sourcefulness, independent 
decision-making—into prac-
tice daily.

Back in the U.S., Scott 
spent most of his career in 
high-resource trauma cen-
ters. On Roi, it’s just him and 
nurse Tammy, supported by 
the island’s exceptionally 
dedicated fire department.  
With limited resources, they 
all embody unlimited com-
mitment. “Those guys are 
absolutely fantastic. They 
provide a service I haven’t ex-
perienced anywhere else.”

His clinic is open most 
mornings, but he is on call 
24 hours a day, seven days a 
week, with no relief unless 
medical staff fly up from Kwa-
jalein—a challenge during 
staffing shortages. A typical 
day includes everything from 
routine ailments to serious 
injuries, chronic conditions 
that were ignored for years, 
and the occasional medical 
emergency that tests the lim-
its of small-island resources. 

Some cases end in recovery; 
others end in tragedy. But 
he remains present for every 
moment, every patient, every 
family.

Unlike in large cities, pa-
tients don’t just appear in 
exam rooms. On Roi, health-
care happens everywhere: at 
the dining facility (DFAC), 
walking around the island, 
even in the gym. “That 
doesn’t bother me a bit,” he 
said. “I’m always available for 
the residents here.” It’s the 
relationships—the personal 
connections—that he appre-
ciates most about island life.

And though he jokes about 
the DFAC food in general 
and keeps a regular workout 
routine, he admits the on-
call demands are intense. 
Because of his responsibil-
ities, he can’t dive, snorkel, 
or fish—some of the activi-
ties he hoped to enjoy when 
he accepted the job. Still, he 
has found new hobbies, like 
building furniture in Roi’s 
woodshop.

You might wonder what 

drives a man after 40 years of 
service.  The answer is sim-
ple: “I love being able to make 
a difference in people’s lives,” 
Scott reflected. Whether 
it’s saving someone on their 
worst day or offering reassur-
ance during a difficult mo-
ment, the motivation is the 
same as it was when he was a 
kid watching Emergency!—
to help.

Scott also offers a dose of 
honest advice for anyone 
considering careers like his: 
“You’ll see some of the worst 
things you’ve ever seen in 
your life… It takes a consid-
erable amount of heart, com-
passion, emotional and phys-
ical strength.”

And when asked what he’s 
proudest of, he doesn’t hesi-
tate:

•	 Fulfilling his dream 
of becoming a firefighter/
paramedic

•	 Graduating with 
honors from one of the top 
PA programs in the country

•	 And landing his first 
PA job on the prestigious 
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trauma service team at UT 
Health San Antonio

Today on Roi-Namur, pa-
tients know him not just as 
the PA who treats their in-
juries or chronic conditions, 
but as the man who always 
answers the call—day or 
night, rain or shine.

In many ways, Scott’s two 
careers are really one long 
continuum: a life defined by 
readiness, compassion, team-

work, and unwavering com-
mitment to others.

Firefighter. Paramedic. 
Physician Assistant. Forty 
years, countless lives touched, 
and one steady purpose: to 
help. With a warm grin, he 
reflects, “Looking back on 
the past 40 years of helping 
others has been incredibly 
meaningful.” He’s lived a life 
of service—and shows no 
signs of slowing down.
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COMMUNITY
PUSHING THE BALL UPHILL

PHOTO BY STEPHEN ELSONPHOTO BY ISAIAH MATTHEWS

By Isaiah Matthews, 
Hourglass Staff Writer

When the new chief med-
ical officer, Dr. Shawn Wil-
son, arrived on Kwajalein, he 
brought with him something 
rare in remote medicine: de-
cades of emergency experi-
ence, a calm leadership style, 
and an unusual past that in-
cludes flying Chinooks, sur-
viving Antarctic winters, and 
even training falcons.

His journey into healthcare 
wasn’t a straight line. Medi-
cine came later, encouraged 
by friends who insisted he 
had the talent.

“I used to be a helicopter 
pilot,” Wilson stated with 
a shrug, recalling his early 
Army career flying CH-47 
Chinooks. “They told me I 
could do it, and I thought I 
could do it and do a good job 
with it—so I changed.”

That change became a 25-
year medical career rooted 
in emergency medicine, fol-

lowed by years of leadership 
roles Wilson never exactly 
sought. 

“I never had a long-term 
plan to be in charge,” he said. 
“But I know how to do things, 
so it works out.”

When COVID hit, he be-
gan traveling to remote as-
signments. Those roles in-
troduced him to hospital 
leadership, and he discovered 
he enjoyed it. 

“I did fit. I do it well and I 
enjoy it,” he said. “I like work-
ing with people.”

Becoming CMO on a re-
mote atoll brings a unique set 
of obstacles: limited resourc-
es, long supply timelines, and 
the reality that medical evac-
uations can take days.

“My philosophy is to give 
patients the best care they 
can have given the circum-
stances,” he said. “We don’t 
have everything to offer here, 
but we acknowledge the 
problems and work through 
them.”

Leadership, Wilson be-
lieves, is less about authority 
and more about steadiness. 

“Don’t wash out,” Wilson 
proclaimed. “Be kind. Be pa-
tient. Everybody has good 
things to offer, even bad em-
ployees—you just need to 
find it.”

He describes the job as 
“pushing the ball uphill,” a 
reference to Sisyphus that he 
delivers with a half-grin. 

“Each day you go in with 
a plan,” stated Wilson, “and 
the day hands you something 
else. You adapt.”

Few physicians arrive on 
Kwajalein with a résumé that 
includes Antarctica—twice.

“I spent two rotations 
there,” recalled Wilson. 
“There are logistical hazards, 
environmental hazards, emo-
tional hazards. Working in 
those environments probably 
gave me the most experience 
for working here.”

Isolated for months, with 
storm fronts cutting off all 

access, his team of 21 created 
their own morale. 

“One day someone brought 
dye,” Wilson laughed. “We all 
dyed our beards and hair—
blue, green, purple. The proj-
ect manager came into the 
dining area, bowed his head, 
and just shook it.”

He understands how isola-
tion affects people—and how 
vital morale becomes. 

On Kwajalein, he said, “You 
stay happy by going outside. 
Paradise is right there. Enjoy 
it.”

His priorities in the first 90 
days were simple: understand 
the people.

“I went around like you 
did,” Wilson said. “Inter-
viewed everybody. Found out 
their challenges.”

One central challenge 
stands above the rest: deter-
mining who is medically safe 
to live on the island. 

“It takes, on average, three 
days to get someone off this 
island,” he said. “If you’re crit-
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ically sick, that’s dangerous.”
He didn’t shy away from the 

reality.
“Some people love this is-

land and want to be here 
forever—but there comes a 
point where you probably 
shouldn’t be here anymore.”

Moving supplies is another 
continuous hurdle. 

“You have to plan way 
ahead,” he said. “You might 
get medications that expire in 
a month because we’re so far 
down the supply chain.”

Although medicine plays a 
major role in his life, he in-
sists it doesn’t define him. 

“What I do is not who I 

am,” said Wilson. “It’s part of 
me, but it doesn’t define me.”

His hobbies paint a picture 
of a man driven by curiosity 
and challenge. Wilson loves 
diving on Kwajalein. 

“If you have a bad day, go 
under the water and it melts 
away.” 

He’s also flown gliders, 
raced cars on the Autobahn, 
and trained falcons.

His passions keep him 
grounded. “I go to church 
once a week,” he said. “It gives 
me something consistent.”

This is his second time on 
Kwajalein. When asked why 
he came back, his answer 

was simple: “I’m a diver. Un-
der the water is lovely here.” 
But it’s also the challenge, the 
people, and the sense of pur-
pose that drew him again.

He sees hope in the fu-
ture—new hospital plans, 
better staffing models, and 
finding people who “fit” is-
land life.

 “If they’re happy, they take 
better care of you,” Wilson 
said. “If they’re grumpy, it 
doesn’t help.”

Wilson smiles at the 
thought of what’s ahead. 
“There’s always something to 
improve.”

And then, with the calm-

ness of someone who’s flown 
through blizzards, trained 
birds of prey, and rebuilt 
emergency rooms on three 
continents, Wilson adds:

“Each day is something 
new. You just keep pushing 
the ball.”
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By Anthony Carnelli;   
Staff Writer

The Kwajalein High School 
Multipurpose Room filled 
with the sound of brass, 
woodwinds and enthusias-
tic applause Friday evening 
as George Seitz Elementary 
School’s youngest musicians 
stepped into the spotlight. 
Rows of folding chairs held 
roughly 50 to 60 family mem-
bers, teachers and neighbors 
who had gathered to hear 
what months of practice had 
produced.

The elementary school 
band concert, held Dec. 5, 
featured performances by 
two ensembles —  the Grade 
5 Beginning Band and the 
Grade 6 Cadet Band. Both 
groups performed a mix of 
traditional tunes and holiday 
selections, with individual 
soloists and small ensembles 
taking the stage between sets.

Band teacher Kyle Mill-
er and K–6 music teacher 
Ashley Wright guided the 
evening’s program, which 
offered students a chance to 
demonstrate their progress 
while celebrating the season 
with festive music.

The Grade 5 Beginning 
Band opened the concert with 
a four-song set that show-
cased foundational skills. 
The group performed “The 
Magnificent Five,” “Go Tell 
Aunt Rhodie” and “London 
Bridge” before closing with 
a crowd-pleasing rendition 
of “Jingle Bells.” Wright said 
the familiar tune was “just 
challenging enough for a be-
ginning band’s first concert,” 
and added that Grade 5’s per-
formance of “Jingle Bells” was 
“very good.”

Following the ensemble 
performance, four solo and 
duet acts took the stage. 
Students performed “Light-

ly Row” as a duet, “A Mozart 
Melody,” “March Steps,” and 
closed the fifth-grade portion 
with “Au Claire de la Lune.” 
For many of the young musi-
cians, stepping forward alone 
or in a small group represent-
ed a different kind of chal-
lenge.

“One thing that constantly 
impresses us is when so many 
students have the confidence 
to do more,” Wright said. 
“The solo and small ensemble 
portion of the concert really 
shows a lot of extra motiva-
tion and bravery.”

For some of these students, 
the concert marked their 
first time performing in front 
of an audience beyond the 
classroom. The transition 
from practice room to stage 
represented a milestone in 
any young musician’s devel-
opment, requiring not only 
technical preparation but the 
confidence to perform under 

the lights.
“Every concert has special 

meaning for some students,” 
Wright said. “This was the 
very first major concert on 
the big stage for the grade 5 
beginning band; a real mile-
stone for them. For grade 6, 
we’re counting down to the 
end of their time as elemen-
tary students and that tran-
sition to Jr. High. So this was 
their final holiday concert as 
George Seitz Dolphins.” 

The Grade 6 Cadet Band 
followed with a program that 
leaned heavily into the sea-
son. The group opened with 
“Up On A Housetop” and 
“Jolly Old St. Nicholas,” then 
shifted to the quieter “Silent 
Night” before finishing with 
“The Charioteers.” Wright 
said Grade 6 “did quite well 
with their special piece, ‘The 
Charioteers.’ We talked about 
playing with fury — not too 
much, but just enough to 

PHOTOS BY ANTHONY CARNELLI

COMMUNITY
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL BANDS PERFORM 
HOLIDAY FAVORITES 
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ticular achievement in the 
school’s music program. “We 
always like to recognize a few 
students with the Outstand-
ing Musician award; these 
are students who really stand 
out in their musical devel-
opment,” Wright said. “The 
Grade 5 Beginning Band’s 

sound a little more aggres-
sive. They had fun with that.”

The sixth-grade solos and 
small group performances 
featured three acts: “Botany 
Bay” as a duet, “All Through 
The Night” as a trio, and 
“Kum Bah Yah.” The audi-
ence responded with warm 

applause after each piece, 
offering encouragement to 
performers navigating the 
nerves that come with live 
performance.

At the conclusion of the 
concert, Wright and Miller 
presented awards to students 
who had demonstrated par-

outstanding musicians are 
AquaPlu on flute and Yenovi 
on alto saxophone; and Tom 
on percussion and Lizzy on 
clarinet for the Grade 6 Cadet 
Band.” 

School band programs 
serve multiple purposes be-
yond music education. Re-
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search has found associations 
and, in some studies, small 
benefits of participation in 
music programs that can sup-
port academic development, 
teach discipline and time 
management, and provide 
students with opportunities 
for creative expression. For 
students on Kwajalein, the 
band program offers one of 
the few structured opportu-

nities to learn an instrument 
and perform publicly.

The concert format itself 
reflected the developmental 
arc of the program. The Ca-
det Band’s repertoire demon-
strated the progression that 
comes with an additional year 
of instruction, with more 
complex arrangements and 
greater dynamic range. The 
inclusion of solos and small 

group performances gave in-
dividual students a chance to 
step forward, a practice that 
helps build confidence and 
allows teachers to identify 
students who may be ready 
for more advanced challeng-
es.

Friday’s concert was one of 
several island events sched-
uled during the holiday sea-
son. For the families in atten-

dance, it offered a chance to 
see their children perform. 
For the students on stage, it 
provided something equal-
ly valuable: the experience 
of sharing music they had 
worked to learn with a com-
munity willing to listen.



SATURDAY, December 13, 2025 / VOLUME 65 NUMBER 102 11 THE KWAJALEIN HOURGLASS

COMMUNITY
WHEN YOUR INTERNET DOES NOT WORK: 
YOUR KWAJALEIN INTERNET SURVIVAL 

By Anthony Carnelli;    
Hourglass Staff Writer

 A practical guide for get-
ting and staying online – be-
fore you submit that support 
ticket 

On a normal evening at 
home, a new arrival stares at 
the spinning wheel on their 
laptop screen. Netflix has 
frozen mid-episode. Emails 
won’t send. The Wi-Fi icon 
shows full bars, yet nothing 
loads. They grab their phone, 
ready to post on social media 
half-joking about how “the 
internet here never works.”

Sound familiar? Accord-
ing to the technicians who 
fix these connections daily, a 
surprising number of “broken 
internet” cases come down to 
a handful of fixable issues 
inside our own domiciles — 
problems that take minutes, 
not IT tickets, to solve. 

On Kwajalein, DSL remains 

the main pipeline in most res-
idences, and in such a wired 
world — even in this small 
island community — inter-
net troubles can be disruptive 
and frustrating, especially for 
newcomers who may have 
just signed up for service and 
who encounter trouble get-
ting online. 

So, here is a no-nonsense, 
local roadmap — the most 
common reasons your home 
connection may fail, what 
you can do to fix it yourself, 
and when it’s time to call for 
help. Think of it as an objec-
tive infomercial that focuses 
on facts and clear steps, not 
finger-pointing. While we 
may not be able to turn DSL 
into a fiber or cable connec-
tion, we can help prevent un-
necessary headaches so you 
can speed up your connection 
and sanity. 

Start Here: Understand-
ing Your Connection

Before troubleshooting, it 
helps to understand what’s 
happening 	 in that cor-

ner where wires meet. The 
DSL modem that comes with 
your internet package when 
you sign up here brings the 
internet through your phone 
line. Think of it as a faucet —  
the Wi-Fi router acts as the 
plumbing — distributing the 
connection throughout your 
room and creating the wire-
less signal your devices use.

“The DSL modem brings 
the internet in; the Wi-FI 
router makes your internet 
connection distributable to 
all of your devices,” explained 
JR Laik from the Allied Te-
lesis office on Kwajalein — 
who fields these issues daily. 
“Without a router, you can 
still connect, but not to all of 
your devices.

Five Local Gotchas (and 
How to Fix Them)

Work through the checklist 
before panics sets in:

1. You Don’t Have a Wi-Fi 
Router

The Scenario: Only one 
device connects, no Wi-Fi 

signal, constant disconnec-
tions.

The Fix: Confirm you ac-
tually own a separate Wi-Fi 
router. If not, you can pur-
chase one at the Allied Te-
lesis office — though Laik 
notes it typically costs less to 
bring one with you from the 
states, or there is also a wide 
selection of them for sale on 
Amazon. Connect them in 
sequence-modem to router 
to devices. 

2. Your Account Is Still Tied 
to Your Temporary Room

The Scenario: You signed 
up for internet when you 
were in your temporary BQ 
upon arrival — and config-
ured your account with the 
equipment that may have al-
ready been in the room. After 
moving to permanent hous-
ing with a new router, your 
account remains linked to the 
old hardware.

The Fix: Bring your new 
router to the Allied Telesis 
office for reconfiguration — a 

 

STOCK PHOTO



SATURDAY, December 13, 2025 / VOLUME 65 NUMBER 102 12 THE KWAJALEIN HOURGLASS



SATURDAY, December 13, 2025 / VOLUME 65 NUMBER 102 13 THE KWAJALEIN HOURGLASS



SATURDAY, December 13, 2025 / VOLUME 65 NUMBER 102 14 THE KWAJALEIN HOURGLASS



SATURDAY, December 13, 2025 / VOLUME 65 NUMBER 102 15 THE KWAJALEIN HOURGLASS



SATURDAY, December 13, 2025 / VOLUME 65 NUMBER 102 16 THE KWAJALEIN HOURGLASS



SATURDAY, December 13, 2025 / VOLUME 65 NUMBER 102 17 THE KWAJALEIN HOURGLASS



SATURDAY, December 13, 2025 / VOLUME 65 NUMBER 102 18 THE KWAJALEIN HOURGLASS



SATURDAY, December 13, 2025 / VOLUME 65 NUMBER 102 19 THE KWAJALEIN HOURGLASS

quick process. “This happens 
more often than you’d think, 
and the fix takes just a few 
minutes,” Laike said.

3. You’re Using an Old 
Hand-Me-Down Modem

The Scenario: Inherited 
modems from departed resi-
dents could be older and may 
not support speeds.

The Fix: An updated mo-
dem offering better connec-
tion speed is available for a 
one-time $50 deposit, ac-
cording to Laik. While the 
instinct to grab “free” equip-
ment is understandable, the 
deposit often pays for itself in 
reduced frustration.

4. You’re Plugged into a 
Dead Phone Jack

The Scenario: Residences 
often have at least two phone 
jacks; not all may be live. Plug 
your modem into a dead jack, 
and you’ll never get a signal.

The Test: Connect a regu-
lar telephone and listen for a 
dial tone. Dead line? 

The Fix: Submit a ticket for 
a phone jack repair by calling 
480-3000, then hit the first 
option.

5. You’re Missing the Split-
ter

What it Does: This small 
device plugs into your wall 
jack, separating phone and 
DSL signals to reduce inter-
ference. 

Without It: Your phone 
line creates static-and in-
terference that degrades or 
blocks your DSL connection 
entirely. You might experi-
ence intermittent dropouts, 
severely reduced speeds, or 
complete connection failure. 
If you don’t have one, you can 
grab it from the Allied Telesis 
office. 

Myth-Busting: What 
Doesn’t Actually Cause Prob-
lems

Myth: “Too many people 
online at once slows my home 
internet.

Reality: “The number of 
people using the internet at 
one time may or may not af-
fect your personal DSL con-
nection or bandwidth,” Laik 

use it successfully on Kwaja-
lein as well as other islands 
in RMI. It’s been reported to 
have speeds that can handle 
everything from video calls to 
online gaming — addressing 
the bandwidth limitations 
that frustrate heavy internet 
users on DSL.

“It’s a great alternative for 
people wanting fast internet,” 
notes one local source who 
has the service himself. 

It has also been reported 
that the system works re-
markably well during wet 
weather, though heavy rain-

clarified. If your connection 
remains poor after checking 
the basics, equipment or wir-
ing likely needs repair-time 
to submit a ticket. 

*The Caveat
DSL can still slow down 

when others use it at the same 
time in a muli-unit building. 
According to a 2024 report 
by Broadband Internet Tech-
nical Advisory Group, even 
though everyone in a shared 
building has their own DSL 
line and modem, they’re all 
still sharing the same bigger 
“road” to the internet. 

Think of it like driveways in 
a normal residential neigh-
borhood — each home has 
its own driveway, but all those 
driveways feed onto the same 
main road. When only a few 
people are driving, traffic 
flows fine. But, when every-
one jumps on the road at the 
same time, it gets crowded — 
and everything slows down. 
The same thing happens with 
DSL when lots of people are 
streaming, gaming, or down-
loading at once. 

“Most complaints come 
from high-usage bandwidth 
people like gamers,” noted 
Laik. “DSL wasn’t designed 
for gamers who need super 
high bandwidth.” This isn’t 
about blame — it’s about 
matching expectations to 
technology limits. 

When It’s Not You: Calling 
in Backup

After running through the 
checklist, if problems persist, 
infrastructure or equipment 
may need replacement. Oth-
er times though, “Sometimes 
people just may not tech sav-
vy, Laik acknowledged objec-
tively. “That’s okay — ask a 
fellow neighbor and reach out 
to us — we’re here to help.”

Is There an Alternative 
Option?

Some residents have ex-
plored Starlink, SpaceX’s 
satellite-based internet of-
fering high-speed low-laten-
cy service that has reported 
to work well in remote lo-
cations. While not officially 
endorsed by the Garrison, 
multiple residents reportedly 

storms have been known to 
temporarily disrupt signal. 
However, it can be a small 
trade-off for connection 
speeds that can reach 100+ 
Mbps, or Megabits per sec-
ond, according to Starlink’s 
website. Compare this to 
DSL’s typical 10-25 Mbps 
range.

It has also been noted that 
while Starlink has worked 
well in family homes as well 
as some BQ’s, the catch is 
that the dish which needs to 
be attached to the outside of 
the domicile requires a clear 
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. view of the northern sky and 
secure mounting. The setup 
also requires ordering direct-
ly from the company — no 
local vendor exists on the is-
land.

Check the Simple Things 
First

On Kwajalein, the options 

may be limited, but know-
ing these common fixes puts 
control back in our hands. 
The techs at Allied Telesis see 
the same handful of issues 
repeatedly, and they’re not 
judging anyone for missing 
a splitter or using an inac-
tive phone jack. Their goal is 
simple: keep our community 

connected.
So, whether you’re trying 

to join a work meeting, help 
kids with homework, or just 
unwind with a show after a 
long day — reliable internet 
matters. Now you have the 
tools to troubleshoot like a 
local. And when the basics 
don’t solve it? That help desk 

number — 480-3000 — con-
nects you to people who gen-
uinely want to get you back 
online. After all, we all know 
what it’s like when the Wi-Fi 
won’t work. Save this check-
list for the next time your 
connection acts up — and 
maybe share it with a new 
neighbor.
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Kwajalein Reclaimed Water Standard Violation
The Reclaimed Water System Document of Environmental Protection (DEP) requires pub-
lic notification when the standards for reclaimed water are not met. On 12 and 13 November 
2025, the 7-day rolling turbidity average in the reclaimed water system entry point of distribu-
tion and within the distribution system measured above the 2.0 Nephelometric Turbidity Units 
(NTUs) standard. Turbidity is the cloudiness or haziness of a liquid caused by particles that 
are generally invisible to the naked eye.  Due to maintenance activities on the reclaimed water 
storage tanks, the non-potable water may slightly appear with a green tint. Since reclaimed 
water is non-potable, no health-based restrictions on the normal use (irrigation, vehicle 
washing, etc) of reclaimed water are necessary. There is no threat to public health or the 
environment resulting from this turbidity exceedance. Questions? Contact V2X Environmental 
at 480-0722.

Jorraan Eo Ilo Reclaimed Water System Eo Ion Kwajalein
Ekkar non Reclaimed Water Document eo an Environmental Protection/ak naetan (DEP) aikuj 
bwe en karon jukjuk in ped elane ewor jorraan ko rejolet dren eo ion Kwajalein. Ilo 12 im 13 
November, 2025, 7-ran rolling tubidity average in the reclaimed water system entry point of 
distribution and within the distribution system in kin jonok in ilon lok 2.0 Nephelometiric Tur-
bidity Unit (NTU) Standard. Menin ekomman bwe en laplok an tap ak ettoon dren in ilo an 
koman kiij ko jeban loi. Kon jerbal ko im etale eo an tank in dren eo moj an liklik, non-potable 
dren eo emaron wor jirik green tint ie. Reclaimed water in ej non-portable Ejjab jelet ejmour 
non karon im rejan ikkijeen kojerbal dren in (non wutdrikdrik, kwali waa ko, im jerbal ko 
eirlokwot) non aikuij ko jet. Jokjok in eban jelet ejmour ak jukjuk bed iloan alik kar ilo ekotak 
kein. Kajitok kir V2X Environmental ilo 480-0722.
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NEVER FORGET. 
https://kwajaleinmiaproject.us/

Click QR Code to jump to social page

FOLLOW US AT THESE LOCATIONS
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https://kwajaleinmiaproject.us/

OPEN CALL FOR ANNOUNCEMENTS
The island community is invited to sub-
mit listings for events and for sale items; 
announcements; department trainings; 
safety updates; public service messag-
es; and thank-you messages. 

Preparing Your Message
For questions about your messaging, 
please reach out to the USAG-KA Public 
Affairs Office at 480-4848. 

Ads should always include a point of 
contact, phone number and/or email ad-
dress. 

Private parties, fundraisers and events 
requesting and/or accepting donations 
are typically not allowed for publication 
per AR 360-1. Fundraisers and support 
activities for private and schools-based 
organizations, scouting groups, civic clubs  
and other listings may be subject to a legal 
counsel review to determine their eligibili-
ty for publication. 

Formatting Your Listings
It is recommended that graphical adver-

ANNOUNCEMENTS
AFH Construction Is Ongoing. Nan, Inc. Con-
struction is scheduled to commence the tele-
communication scope of work for the Kwajalein 
Army Family Housing project in our community. 
Residents and commuters should be aware of 
possible changes in traffic patterns and to plan 
their routes accordingly. Nan, Inc. Construction 
is committed to minimizing any inconveniences, 
and we will strive to ensure a smooth and effi-
cient construction process. 

ArMA. Log in to ArMa, the Army Maintenance 
Application, to report issues for all buildings 
maintained by the Department of Public Works. 
Contact Public Works at 480-3550. 

CAC Office. Before your visit to the Common 
Access Card Office, ensure all paperwork is 
completed by your human resources represen-
tative before making an appointment. Bring two 
forms of government-issued IDs with you. Walk-
in appointments are welcome, but there may be 
a wait. CAC Office Hours, Bldg. 835, are Tues-
day – Saturday, 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.; (Lunch: noon - 1 
p.m.). Call 480-8496. 

COMMUNITY CLASSIFIEDS

Sergeant First Class Darrius Hodge 
SHARP Victim Advocate

Work: 480-1419
USAG-KA SHARP Pager: 

808-580-3241
DOD SAFE Helpline: 877-995-5247

Contact the USAG-KA Sexual 
Harassment/ Assault Response and 

Prevention Victim Advocate

tisements and announcements intended 
for the Hourglass and the AFN Roller 
Channel be formatted as PowerPoint 
slides. 

Graphic designers are asked to maintain 
a generous margin (.75-1-inch) around 
all sides and to size fonts no smaller 
than pt. 20. 

If your Roller Channel advertisement re-
quires a special expiration date, please 
note this for the Roller team in the body 
of your message. 

Deadlines for Submissions
Send advertisements for the Kwajalein 
Hourglass and the AFN Roller Channel 
to kwajaleinhourglass@gov2x.com on 
Wednesdays by close of business/Thurs-
day morning. 

Roller Channel ads are accepted on a roll-
ing basis by 4 p.m. for a mid-week and 
late-week update. Ads received after 4 
p.m. will be loaded in the next update. 
Please ensure you submit ads in good time 
to ensure timely upload. 

Submit Announcements to the Roller Channel and 
The Kwajalein Hourglass

Demolition at the Capt. Louis S. Zamperini Din-
ing Facility. Phase three of the Zamperini DFAC 
demo has begun and is projected to be finished 
March 2026 for the dining and serving area. 
Be careful around the dining facility during the 
phases. 

Do Not Take Cultural Artifacts. It is illegal to 
remove cultural resources from the atoll. This 
includes any protected species, unexploded 
ordnance, WWII-era artifacts and ancient Mar-
shallese artifacts. These resources are protect-
ed under U.S. federal and RMI law. Contact the 
Kwajalein Archaeology Office at 480-8867. 

Driver’s Licensing Classes. Kwaj: Every 
Wednesday, Bldg. 856, Rm. 101, 9 a.m. for RMI, 
1 p.m. for Expats. Preregistration is encour-
aged. Space is limited. Roi Classes: Every sec-
ond Friday in C-building. 9 a.m. - RMI, 11 a.m. 
for Expats. No preregistration required. 
To register, email wilson.kaisha@gov2x.com, 
audrey.hughes@gov2x.com, and/or 
george.parker3@gov2x.com, or call 480-3376.

Emergency Management. Visit the USAG-KA 
Emergency Management webpage, https://
home.army.mil/kwajalein/index.php/my-fort /
EM; 2) Click on “Mass Notification”; 3) Follow 
the registration instructions. 

E-Wareness: It is each driver’s responsibility 
to ensure vehicles are not leaking fluids other 
than air conditioning condensate. Call 911 to 
report spills and arrange with automotive for 
routine maintenance. Please call Environmen-
tal at 480-0722 with questions.Ej an ri-kator 
eo eddo non lolorjake bwe wa eo ejjab leak 
jabdewot oil ijelak in drennin air condition eo 
jen wa eo.  Ne elon jabdwot leak/lutok in oil jen 
wa eo, Kiir 911 non report- e lutok eo. Ak kiir 
Environmental ilo 480-0722 non kajitok.

Fire Safety Tips. Some pets are chewers. 
Watch pets to make sure they don’t chew 
through electrical cords. Pets are curious. 
They may bump into, turn on, or knock over 
cooking equipment. Keep pets away from 
stoves and countertops. Make sure pets are 
included in your family’s fire evacuation plan. 
Build an evacuation kit for each pet in your 
household. 

Flights. Please note that all flights are subject 
to change. For the latest update on your flights 
on United, ATI or Air Marshall Islands: ATI: 
480-2169; AMI: 480-3469; United: 480-4852 
or 1-800-UNITED1; Air Terminal Services: 480-
2660; Flight Information Recording: 480-3589 

UA Schedule Effective Now: Monday and Fri-
day—UA 155 (HNL); Check-in 2 – 4:50 p.m.; 

For more information, reach out to the USAG-KA Command team through the 
USAG-KA Facebook page. 
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Wednesday—UA 133 (HNL); Check-in 2 – 4:15 
p.m.; Tuesday and Saturday—UA 154 (GUM); 
Check-in 10:45 – 11:15 a.m. 

FlyRoi Reservations. To schedule reservations 
and for correspondence related to flights, email 
LCVKwajaleinFlyRoi@versar.com. 

How to dress in the RMI. Out of respect for the 
Marshallese culture, residents are asked to 
dress appropriately when visiting Ebeye, Third 
Island, or anywhere within Kwajalein Atoll. 
Women should wear clothing to cover shoulders 
and knees. None are permitted to wear shorts 
when visiting churches on Ebeye. Men should 
wear long slacks to church.

Kwaj Small Boat Marina hours are 7:30 a.m. – 6 
p.m. Friday through Monday, and on holidays, 
excluding Thanksgiving and Christmas. Morn-
ing boat reservation times are from 7:30 a.m. 
– noon. Afternoon boat reservations are from 
1 – 5 p.m. 

Not Feeling Well? Call 480-2223 to make an ap-
pointment for a COVID-19 test, Tuesday through 
Saturday from 7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. If you are 
not feeling well, please wear a mask when you 
are around others in the community. 

Operational Security. See something, say some-
thing. All employees on USAG-KA are required 
to receive annual Threat Awareness and Re-
porting Program training provided by KRO; Re-
porting: Report suspicious activities to the Kwa-
jalein Resident Office at 480-9859/1293/8006 at 
Bldg. 1163. 

PCS & Vacation Tips. Notify the post office be-
fore leaving for 30 days or PCS’ing. Per DOD 
4525.6-M, mail is only allowed to be held for 30 
days with or without prior notice. Mail is consid-
ered unclaimed on day 31 and will be returned to 
the sender. Email the post office to authorize pick 
up for your mail and packages. When PCS’ing, 
provide a forwarding address. Contact Jose Bur-
gos-Rivera with questions at 480-3461 and Jose.
Burgos-Rivera@gov2x.com. 

Salon Walk-Ins. Surfside Salon Walk-In Appoint-
ments are available on Fridays from 1:30 - 6 p.m. 

Smoking. USAG-KA, smoking is permitted in 
designated smoking areas only. Smoking and 
cigarette butt receptacles must be at least 50 feet 
from the entrance of facilities. 

Taxi Service. Call 480-TAXI (8294) or 3341 to 

book your ride at least 24 hours in advance of 
check-in time.

Millican Family Pool Hours. Closed for cleaning 
on Thursdays. Open noon to 5 p.m. Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays. Open 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Sundays and Mondays. 

The NEC Testing Center Is Open to the Com-
munity - Giving you the head start you need to 
thrive! - Open Tuesday through Saturday by ap-
pointment
Authorized Pearson VUE Test Center. Schedule 
A test Today!
NEC testing Center, 480-4344, FN 1008-131
ACUITY  International

HELP WANTED
For employment with contractors 

within the 
U.S. Army Garrison - Kwajalein Atoll

please check 
contractor company 

websites 
for employment opportunities.

Kwajalein / Roi Namur Licensing
Classes on Kwajalein are every Wednesday 
@0900 Marshallese
@1245 Expats (by appointment only as class 
side is limited)
Classes are in Bldg. 856 Rm 101, Vehicle Main-
tenance Compound
Roi classes every 2nd Friday in Bldg. C, timed 
based on flight schedule
No registration needed for Roi classes.
To register, send email to either of the following:
George.Parker@gov2x.com
Wilson.Kaisha@gov2x.com
...or stop by Bldg. 856, Rm 101
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WEEKLY TROPICAL WEATHER THREAT OUTLOOK
Discussion:
For December so far, we 

received only 0.38 inches, 
putting us 2.62 inches below 
normal. So far in 

2025,
we have only received about 

72.2 inches of precipitation, 
which is 16 inches below nor-
mal for the 

year. We are in a generally 
dry pattern with a bump in 
shower coverage this week-
end due to 

perturbations in the speed 
of the trade winds. No thun-
derstorm days occurred over 
the past seven 

days. A
thunderstorm day is de-

fined as an “in situ” lightning 
strike within five miles of the 
weather 

station or thunder heard. 
The thunderstorm risk will 
be minimal for the next seven 
days as 

conditions throughout the 
vertical atmospheric column 
will be neutral to negative for 
their 

development. The Mad-
den/Julian Oscillation’s 
(MJO) is weakening and be-
coming negative for the RMI 

which will generally have a
repressing effect on wide-

spread shower coverage over 

our area. The Intertropical 
Convergence Zone 

(ITCZ) will remain well es-
tablished, to far south to in-
crease our shower coverage, 
but well 

positioned to induce a tight 
pressure gradient between it-
self and strong high-pressure 
to the north 

of the RMI giving us the 
above normal winds. El Nino 
Southern Oscillation (ENSO) 
is in la Nina 

conditions for our part 
of the Pacific. This means 
sea-surface temperatures 
(SST) between the RMI 

and the Date Line are cool-
er, having a negative impact 
on the RMI’s rainfall cover-
age.

Tropical Cyclones:

None for the RMI.
Damaging West Winds / 

Westerly Swell:
Low risk.
Swell / Tide Inundation 

for Kwajalein Atoll and 
Wake Island and Winds:

At a waning half-moon 
today with associated neap 
high tides all under four feet. 
Winds: will stay 

mostly in the middle teens 
for the next seven days, com-
ing up to the upper teens on 

Monday and 
again Tuesday night. Winds 

will flirt with the low 20s on 
Monday for the open lagoon. 
A Small Craft 

Advisory (SCA) is not an-
ticipated but will be close 
at times on the open lagoon 
more than a mile 

from land on Monday.
We will be very close to 

High Surf Advisory (HSA) is 
not anticipated.

Purpose: This weekly 
briefing is delivered Thurs-
day mornings to island lead-
ership. The intention of 

this briefing is to provide 
situational awareness of 
weather events that may in-
terrupt operations 

and
transportation around 

Kwajalein, to/from Hawaii 
and Guam, and in the Wake 
vicinity. The main threat 

assessed in this brief is ex-
isting and potential develop-
ment of tropical cyclone ac-
tivity. This 

brief also
provides an outlook of ab-

normal winds, sea state, and 
precipitation guidance for 
next 7 days around 

the Kwajalein Atoll. The 
distribution list will also re-
ceive updates on any devel-
oping tropical 

cyclone activity
in the Kwajalein region that 

occur between the weekly 
outlook product.
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WEATHER
WEATHER DISCUSSION

Mostly dry weather will 
persist across Kwajalein Atoll 
as we head into the weekend 
with only small increases in 
shower activity expected, 
mainly during the overnight 
and early morning periods 
on Sunday and Monday. The 
Intertropical Convergence 
Zone (ITCZ) remains east of 
the date line which has led 
to our dry weather through-
out the workweek. Strong 
mid-latitude cyclones to our 
north have disrupted the po-
sitioning and strength of the 
sub-tropical high pressure 
to our north which have re-
duced wind speeds over the 
RMI this past week. Winds 
will continue to be northeast-
erly in the low to middle teens 
throughout the weekend with 
pleasant boating and sailing 
conditions expected. By the 
start of next week, the ITCZ 
may become more active over 
the RMI, bringing the poten-
tial for much needed rain-
fall and stray thunderstorm 
chances along with breezier 
conditions due to the tight-
ened pressure gradient be-

tween the ITCZ and high 
pressure to the north. 

SATURDAY
Partly sunny with stray 

showers. Winds NE–E at 9-14 
knots with higher gusts near 
showers.

SUNDAY
Partly sunny with isolated 

showers in the morning, de-
creasing to stray showers by 
late morning. Winds NE–E at 
10-15 knots with higher gusts 
near showers.

MONDAY
Partly sunny with isolated 

showers in the morning, de-
creasing to stray showers by 
late morning. Winds NE–E at 
10-15 knots with higher gusts 
near showers.

NEXT WEEK
Potential for wetter con-

ditions with a rebuild of the 
ITCZ over the RMI, but un-
certainty remains as to how 
far north precipitation will 
migrate. Breezier conditions 
can be expected at times 
throughout the week as the 
pressure gradient tightens 
over the region.

FOR QUESTIONS ABOUT ISLAND LIFE AND ARMY REGULATIONS, 
PLEASE CALL THE COMMANDER’S HOTLINE AT 480-1098. FOLLOW THE 
USAG-KA FACEBOOK PAGE TO RECEIVE INFORMATION AND UPDATES 
REGARDING SAFETY INFORMATION, EVENTS, AND OFFICIAL COM-
MAND ACTIVITIES.
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Until Next Week!
Until Next Week!


