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December Observances

7 - Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day

13 - Army-Navy Game
National Guard birthday (389 Years)

16 - Wreaths Across America Day
20 - Space Force Birthday (7 Years)

25 - Christmas
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December -
Year in Review

National Guard members perfom various federal and state missions throughout the United States in 2025. (U.S.
Army photo illustration by Master Sgt. Whitney Hughes)

Call for year in review content

Did your unit take part in a significant event in 2025? Our Command Information
team is welcoming submissions for the 2025 year in review. Submit any photos,
video, or content to Sgt. 1st Class Jon Soucy by Dec. 10. Send content to
jonathan.m.soucy.mil@army.mil for review.

This Department of Defense magazine is an authorized publication for members of the DoD. Contents of The Focus are not necessarily the official
views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. Government, the DoD, or the National Guard. The editorial content of this publication is the responsibility of the
National Guard Bureau Office of Public Affairs.

Leadership News and Notes

Sgt. Maj.’s Corner

Sgt. Maj. Pete Morrison, senior enlisted leader of the
National Guard Bureau Office of Public Affairs

Photo competitions have
benefits for Guard members

evaluation bullet points
service member recognition
unit, state recognition
motivation of unit members
recognition of National Guard
excellence in public affairs

Submission link:

https://afmstudio.us2 .quickconnect.to/sharing/
LiILDHPOZN

On the cover;

The commemorative logo for the National Guard’s 389th birthday, which
occurs Dec. 13. (Graphic by Tom Sobczyk)
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January Observances

Why I Serve Spotlight
Financial Wellness Month
National Mentoring Month

1 - New Year’s Day
Army Aviation Birthday

9 - Law Enforcement Appreciation Day

14 - Ratification Day
(end of American Revolution)
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January - Future

Community Engagement

Please send Army National Guard flyover requests at least six weeks prior to the
event to allow for staffing at National Guard Bureau and Army Communications
and Outreach Office (formerly Office of the Chief of Public Affairs). Be sure to
check the Department of Defense Form 2535 for Federal Aviation Administration
review and signature, as this is often a cause for delay in completing packets
in-state. ARNG civic leader flights are staffed by the Joint Force Headquarters
public affairs office in accordance with regulations, National Guard Bureau
Public Affairs, and Aviation Standardization guidance, with Adjutant General
level approval.

Air National Guard flyover requests are coordinated and approved through the
Secretary of the Air Force Public Affairs Aerial Events website. ANG civic leader
flight requests must be submitted to NGB-PA for approval at least four weeks
prior to the flight. Packet requirements and instructions are on Teams: National
Guard PAOs>Community Engagemen>Files. Submit requests to:
ng.ncr.ngb-arng.mbx.ngb-community-engagement@army.mil

An Ohio Air National Guard pilot assigned to the 180th Fighter Wing, flies an F-16 Fighting Falcon over Ohio
Stadium, in Columbus, Ohio, March 1, before an National Hockey League Game as part of the National Guard’s
community engagement program. (U.S. Air National Guard photo by Tech. Sgt. Mikayla Gibbs)

February -
Special Update

New Army media competition categories

For full details on the new Keith L. Ware award categories see the
Standard Operating Procedures in the link below:
https://www.army.mil/e2/downloads/rv7/kiw/admin/2025-26_klw_sop .pdf
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February Observances

1 National Freedom Day
(13th Amendment)

2 Army Nurse Corps Established (1901)
Groundhog Day

4 USO Birthday (1941)

8 Super Bowl LX

14 Valentine’s Day

16 Presidents Day

17 Mardi Gras

19 Coast Guard Reserve Birthday (1941)

23 Iwo Jima Flag Raising
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