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COMMUNITY
KEEPING HER LIGHT ALIVE: KWAJALEIN STUDENTS 
EXPAND “STEPHANIE’S REEF” IN LIVING MEMORIAL 
TO YOUNG SCIENTIST

By Annette Monk, Staff 
Writer 

Just off the “Ski Steps” near 
the dog park—thirty feet be-
low the surface—lies one of 
Kwajalein’s most unique me-
morials. It is not a plaque. It 
is not a monument. It is alive.

It sways with the tides, bright-
ens with the sun, and contin-
ues to grow year after year.

This underwater structure, 
known simply as “Stephanie’s 
Reef,” is a living, student-built 
artificial coral reef created in 
memory of Stephanie Joan 
Hibberts, a beloved former 
Kwajalein student who grew 
up in these waters, studied 
their secrets, and spent her 
life devoted to understand-
ing and protecting coral 
reefs. She passed away in 2021 
due to complications from 
COVID-19, leaving behind a 
legacy that her community 
has refused to let fade.

This Saturday, that legacy 

grows again.

Under the guidance of high 
school principal and Marine 
Biology teacher Dr. Matt Ger-
ber, Kwajalein Jr./Sr. High 
School students will add a 
new cement extension to 
Stephanie’s Reef—designed, 
built, stamped, and placed by 
the students themselves. It’s 
the latest chapter in a project 
that has transformed grief 
into purpose, and classroom 
lessons into real-world envi-
ronmental stewardship.

To those who knew her, 
Stephanie was endlessly cu-
rious and always in motion. 
Born on May 26, 1996, she 
was raised on Kwajalein and 
spent her childhood in the 
ocean—swimming, exploring 
reefs, and nurturing a deep 
fascination with marine eco-
systems. She was a little sci-
entist with a big heart from 
the start.  

“As a little girl, Stephanie said 
she knew she would be a sci-

entist,” her family has shared. 
And she was right.

She loved the island fierce-
ly. She swam competitively, 
representing the Marshall Is-
lands in the Arafura Games in 
Australia, and coached young 
swimmers on Kwajalein for 
years. She was a leader—or-
ganizing service events, fund-
raisers, and outreach projects 
for the island community.

That spirit followed her to 
Clemson University, where 
she majored in geology, mi-
nored in biology, and stood 
out as a gifted researcher. She 
earned a Geopaths Fellow-
ship, traveled on scientific 
expeditions to Dominica, and 
received an Undergraduate 
Research Grant from the Geo-
logical Society of America.

But Kwajalein never left her 
heart.

During college, she returned 
to the Marshall Islands as an 
intern promoting geoscience 

education. In 2018, she used 
a 360-degree imaging system 
to document coral reef sites 
for immersive learning expe-
riences, and she helped cre-
ate reef-health activities for 
Marshallese youth as part of 
a climate change awareness 
initiative.

Her life was full. Her loss was 
profound.

And on Kwajalein, students 
and teachers felt it personally.

The first seeds of a reef that 
began before they knew they 
would name it Stephanie’s 
Reef were planted around the 
same time she passed away.

“We started the project in 
2020 or 2021,” said Dr. Ger-
ber, who teaches the Marine 
Biology class and helped 
build the original artificial 
reef with his students. “We’d 
had a couple really bad years 
of coral bleaching. The kids 
were studying reef decline in 
real time, and they wanted to 

PHOTOS BY ANTHONY CARNELLI 
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The project, after all, is de-
signed to outlive them.

A Classroom That Reaches 
the Ocean Floor

Stephanie once sat in the same 
rooms where today’s Marine 
Biology students study coral 
ecology. She learned on these 
beaches, swam in these wa-
ters, and dreamed under the 
same sunsets.

For Dr. Gerber, that connec-
tion is powerful.

“For the kids to know that this 
project isn’t just for a grade—
it’s for a person, a family, a 
community—that matters,” 
he said. “They’re learning sci-
ence, but they’re also learn-
ing legacy.”

The reef is now a part of 
Kwajalein. A part of its en-
vironment and its heart. It 
is significant to a classroom 
that reaches the ocean floor, 
which has become a place 
where memory anchors itself 
to something living, growing, 
and hopeful.

As the students prepare to 
place the new cement exten-
sion this weekend, the reef 
continues doing what reefs 
do: rebuilding, renewing, and 
offering life.

In many ways, it reflects 
Stephanie herself—curious, 
resilient, interconnected 
with everything around her.

Kwajalein will always remem-
ber her name.

And now, with every new cor-
al fragment, every student 
diver, every block stamped 
“Steph,” the reef ensures she 
is remembered not with sad-
ness, but with purpose.

Her light keeps growing, and 
Kwajalein love keeps flourish-
ing…just below the waves.

do something—something 
meaningful.”

Students began by building 
coral nurseries, suspending 
small fragments in the water 
where they could grow safely.

But they needed somewhere 
permanent to plant them.

So, the students began de-
signing cement reef blocks—
structures with holes, 
grooves, and surfaces where 
corals could thrive. They built 
molds using simple materials: 
cardboard boxes, 3D-printed 
shapes, even paper-box lids 
as frames.

In each block, they pressed 
one essential detail:

“Steph.”

“Once Stephanie passed,” Dr. 
Gerber said, “it just made 
sense. The project already re-
flected her values—science, 
conservation, giving back to 
the ocean. Naming it after her 
felt right.”

The reef was formally ded-
icated to her memory in a 
school assembly attended by 
her family. And from there, 
it became something larg-
er than anyone expected: a 
student-built, student-main-
tained living memorial.

Today, Stephanie’s Reef is 
flourishing. Coral fragments 

attached by students have 
taken hold, and new reef 
fish and invertebrates have 
moved in. Each year’s Marine 
Biology class builds its own 
“Steph Blocks,” adding new 
designs and refining old ones.

“We try to improve the struc-
tures every year,” Dr. Gerber 
said. “The kids learn design, 
biology, engineering, envi-
ronmental science… but they 
also learn that what they do 
matters.”

This year’s extension includes 
several newly created blocks, 
each hand-crafted by high 
school seniors.

On Saturday, students and 
faculty divers will place the 
blocks underwater, con-
necting them to the original 
structure.

What began as a classroom 
project has now become one 
of the island’s longest-run-
ning environmental initia-
tives—and one of its most 
personal.

Wondering what it means to 
the students who carry it for-
ward?  Three seniors helping 
lead this year’s effort—Mason 
Finley, Taylor Aboud, and Ja-
cob Waits—say the project 
has shaped them deeply.

—Mason Finley, Grade 12

Mason sees the project as 

a way to honor Stephanie’s 
continued presence on Kwaj.

“She was really involved in 
the marine science side of 
things,” he said. “She even 
came back during college to 
study the reefs here. So being 
able to keep her name active 
in the community—it’s a real-
ly good thing. What we’re do-
ing helps her and her family 
know she’s still remembered.”

“It honors someone who grew 
up like we did.”

—Taylor Aboud, Grade 12

For Taylor, the project con-
nects personal identity with 
place.

“It’s honoring the legacy of 
someone who grew up on 
Kwaj just like us,” he reflected. 
“Someone who dedicated her 
life to studying the environ-
ment that makes this place 
unique. And it’s a reminder 
that we need to preserve it for 
future generations.”

He sees stewardship as a re-
sponsibility for anyone lucky 
enough to call Kwaj home.

“It’s important for students 
to give back—to engage with 
the environment and island 
communities in meaningful 
ways.”

“It helps the corals—and it 
means more because of her 
story.”

—Jacob Waits, Grade 12

Jacob was struck by the sci-
ence as much as the story.

“Even on Kwaj you can see 
coral bleaching,” he said. “So, 
it’s cool to be part of some-
thing that helps. And then 
meeting Stephanie’s dad the 
other day… hearing about her 
life… it adds so much mean-
ing to all of this.”

Each student expressed hope 
that future classes will con-
tinue building and expanding 
the reef.

COURTESY PHOTO
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By Anthony Carnelli;   
Staff Writer

The 19th annual Marshallese 
Trade Fair marked a full re-
turn after years of disrup-
tions, with tables stretching 
across the CRC Gym floor like 
an intimate farmers market. 
In one corner, miniature kor-
kor canoes sat beside replica 
stick charts — the naviga-
tional tools Marshallese voy-
agers once used to read wave 
patterns across open ocean. 
Nearby, jewelry sets and wo-
ven baskets shared space 
with handmade ornaments. 
Shoppers flowed table-to-ta-
ble, pausing over finely craft-
ed goods and specialty items 
rarely found elsewhere on 
island.

The two-day marketplace - 
which ran Sunday, Nov. 30, 
and Monday, Dec. 1, at the 
Corlett Recreation Center 
— created a point of direct 

cultural and monetary ex-
change. The fair is one of 
the few occasions each year 
where Kwajalein residents 
can buy directly from Mar-
shallese vendors, meet the 
people who made the goods, 
and learn about the tradi-
tions behind them. 

Sellers traveled from Majuro 
and other atolls to sell direct-
ly to Kwajalein residents — no 
middlemen and no shipping 
delays, just a gym floor full 
of items that don’t typically 
make it here. For shoppers, 
it meant fresh tuna, hand-
woven baskets, coconut-oil 
soaps and more. For vendors, 
it meant reaching customers 
they otherwise might never 
meet.

“To our residents, this is 
a rare opportunity-handi-
crafts, local fish, and Mar-
shallese-made products are 
available right at our door-

step, conveniently in time 
for holiday shopping,” said 
USAG-KA Commander Col-
onel Matthew Cannon.  He 
also thanked the vendors and 
planners who made the event 
possible, along with RMI gov-
ernment partners and Team 
Kwaj for their support. 

This year’s fair carried par-
ticular significance. After 
COVID-related disruptions 
scaled back previous editions 
and last year’s event was can-
celed following the rogue 
wave on Roi-Namur, 2025 
marked the first full-blown 
trade fair in several years. 

Coordinating the event fell to 
Mike Sakaio, RMI Relations 
Specialist — who helped 
manage vendors from mul-
tiple islands. However, most 
vendors flew in from Majuro 
for the two-day market. 

While the Trade Fair had 

some empty floor-selling 
space, the compressed time-
line didn’t show on the gym 
floor. Tables overflowed with 
goods that reflected both ev-
eryday island life and the art-
istry of Marshallese makers.

“Many people come here for 
the handicrafts — they’re 
very well known,” said Kim-
ber Rilometo, Tourism Man-
ager for the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands.

The handwoven goods drew 
steady crowds. Hand baskets, 
ornaments, wall hangings, 
and wuut headbands lined 
several tables — each piece 
shaped by techniques passes 
down through generations. 
Nearby, replica navigation-
al charts — the hand-made 
maps made with sticks that 
once guided Marshallese voy-
agers across the ocean — of-
fered both a cultural lesson 
and piece of décor. These 

COMMUNITY
MARSHALLESE TRADE FAIR BRINGS HANDCRAFTS 
AND INCREASED CULTURAL TIES TO KWAJALEIN
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improve experiences across 
the country.

Nearby was a table for the 
Bank of the Marshall Islands, 
offering cash exchange ser-
vices and spreading the word 
that Kwajalein residents-not 
just RMI citizens can do 
banking with them - “Amer-
icans here can open up an ac-
count. We just require a U.S. 
passport and security num-
ber,” explained Sumi Jorlanin, 
a banking representative. 

By Monday afternoon, as 

charts, traditionally used for 
wayfinding between islands, 
represent a navigational 
knowledge system developed 
over centuries.   

Beyond the woven goods, 
vendors offered fresh island 
produce – bananas, papaya, 
and panana filled several ta-
bles. For those looking for 
gift-ready items, the Tobo-
lar COPRA Processing Plant 
sold specialty soaps, coconut 
cooking oil, lavender body 
oil, and assembled gift pack-
ages-all products made in the 
Marshall Islands and difficult 
to find elsewhere on Kwaja-
lein. 

At one table near the gym’s 
entrance, Roselle Lelete — a 
vendor from Majuro, had ar-
ranged handbags, earrings, 

and flip flops. Her gift bags 
sold out quickly, a clear indi-
cator of the demand residents 
brough to the event. Lelete 
also offered Kava-a fan favor-
ite amongst the Marshallese.

The fair wasn’t limited to re-
tail. RMI Tourism set up a 
table promoting getaways to 
destinations like Wotje Atoll 
and Arno Atoll, handing out 
tote bags and running a raf-
fle. But the team also used 
the opportunity to gather in-
formation, asking Kwajalein 
residents what they look for 
when visiting other islands in 
the RMI — what activities ap-
peal to them, what amenities 
matter. Rilometo noted that 
most visitors to Majuro are 
U.S. citizens, so understand-
ing what Kwajalein residents 
want helps the tourism office 

the last shoppers made their 
purchases and vendors be-
gan packing up, the CRC 
Gym started to look like a 
gym again. But for two days, 
that space had been some-
thing else — a marketplace 
where neighbors met neigh-
bors, where holiday shop-
ping meant supporting Mar-
shallese artisans, and where 
the ordinary act of buying a 
basket or a bar of soap carried 
a layer of connection that 
a typical store run at a mall 
back in the States just simply 
doesn’t offer. 
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COMMUNITY
BALANCING CODE AND COMMUNITY: A FILIPINO IT 
PROFESSIONAL ON KWAJALEIN

PHOTOS BY ISAIAH MATTHEWS

By Isaiah Matthews; Staff 
Writer

For Romar Delos Reyes, a 
contractor and IT Associate 
Senior, life on Kwajalein is 
about more than keeping sys-
tems running. It’s also about 
finding balance—between 
problem-solving at work and 
his love for basketball, tennis, 
jogging, and snorkeling.

Delos Reyes’ journey into 
IT wasn’t straightforward.

 “Actually, I didn’t like the 
IT field at first,” he admit-
ted. “My mother encouraged 
me, saying technology would 
evolve in the future. During 
my studies, I realized how 
important and innovative the 
field was. I also loved assem-
bling and designing things. 
That’s when I decided to con-
tinue.”

Financial hurdles stretched 
his five-year course into a lon-
ger path. 

“I had to stop and work for 
a while to save money before 
continuing my studies,” he 
said. 

But the effort paid off, set-
ting him on a career that has 
taken him from the Philip-
pines to the Middle East, and 
now, to a small Pacific atoll.

On Kwajalein, Delos Reyes’ 
role as IT Associate Senior is 
both broad and vital. 

“Day to day, I do techni-
cal analysis and verify spec-
ifications for equipment re-
quests,” he explained. “We 
make sure everything com-
plies with requirements be-

fore it’s catalogued and or-
dered. It’s about making sure 
we’re buying the right tools 
to support different depart-
ments.”

Logistics proved to be his 
biggest challenge.

“On a small island, lead 
times can take three months 
or more,” he said. “If a project 
isn’t planned ahead, it causes 
inefficiency. I always remind 
teams: prevention is better 
than cure. Plan early, so we 
can confirm requirements 
and avoid delays.”

His proudest moments 
come when he helps shape 
the foundation for systems 
still developing. 

“When I arrived, certain 
standards weren’t yet in 
place. I was able to suggest 
measures to ensure money 
was spent wisely and solu-
tions were sustainable for the 
island.”

When the workday ends, 
Romar trades keyboards for 
courts. 

“I’ve been playing basket-
ball since high school,” he 
said. “Later, while working in 
Saudi Arabia, I learned tennis 
from colleagues.” 

Both sports remain part of 
his routine on Kwaj, offering 
camaraderie and relief from 
stress.

“Sports help me cope,” he 
explained. “They build a fam-
ily atmosphere. When you’re 
working far from home, that 
sense of connection gives you 
strength to keep moving for-
ward.”

Jogging is another outlet. 

“Back home in Metro Ma-
nila, it’s crowded,” said Delos 
Reyes. “Here, I can run by the 
beach with the scenery all 
around me—it’s captivating.”

Snorkeling, however, is his 
newest passion, discovered 
only after moving to Kwaja-
lein.

“I worked in the desert be-
fore, so this was something 
new,” he said. “Being under 
the water feels freeing. It 
clears my mind from neg-
ativity and stress. Health is 
wealth, and snorkeling in-
spires me to stay healthy.”

Life overseas has taught 
Delos Reyes to adapt. 

“I used to be hot-tem-
pered,” he said. “Living here 
has made me more patient 
and flexible. You learn to 
work with people from dif-
ferent backgrounds, and that 
makes you grow.”

He hopes his colleagues re-
member him as firm but fair. 

“I’m not lenient, but not 

too strict either. Work is 
work—we need to focus and 
complete what’s given to us. I 
treat coworkers as family, but 
with clear boundaries and 
professionalism.”

His goals are simple yet am-
bitious. 

“Like any man, I want to 
provide for my family,” he 
said. “I want to see my chil-
dren graduate, and eventual-
ly build a property with both 
residential and commercial 
space that can give us passive 
income.”

To other Filipinos consid-
ering overseas work, he offers 
this advice: “Always remem-
ber why you came—to sup-
port your family. Stay disci-
plined, stay healthy, and take 
care of yourself as much as 
you take care of them.”

On an island where IT is as 
critical as seawalls and sup-
ply ships, Delos Reyes’ steady 
presence keeps systems—
and spirits—running strong.
booth its own small reflection 
of island creativity.
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COMMUNITY
FROM SOLDIER TO CIVILIAN: A HR GENERALIST’S 
NEW CHAPTER ON KWAJALEIN

By Isaiah Matthews;    
Staff Writer

 For 21 years, Crystal King, 
a human resource generalist, 
wore the Army uniform with 
pride. She joined almost on a 
dare— she and her cousin of-
ten joked about enlisting, but 
while her cousin went Navy, 
she chose the Army. It be-
came far more than a career; 
it became a family.

“I stayed because of the ca-
maraderie,” King explained. 
“Coming from a small family, 
the Army gave me that ex-
tended family I never had—
brothers, sisters, even kids in 
my soldiers.”

During her career, she rose 
through the ranks, serving 
as a platoon sergeant at Fort 
Campbell, Kentucky, where 
she led 60 soldiers as a sup-
ply support activity platoon 
sergeant. It was, in her words, 
both “the biggest headache 
and the most rewarding ex-
perience” of her Army life.

“I always believed if you 
take care of your soldiers, 
they’ll take care of you,” she 
said. 

Discipline was important, 
but so was respect. She re-
warded her soldiers in front 

of the formation, always 
making sure they knew their 
value. From those years, she 
carried lessons in leadership, 
discipline, and cultural un-
derstanding. 

“The Army taught me that 
not everyone looks the same, 
thinks the same, or does 
things the same way,” said 
King. “It broadened my whole 
perspective on life.”

When she retired in De-
cember 2022, she stepped 
into a civilian world that felt 
alien. 

“If I had to pick one word, 
it’s difficult,” King admitted. 
“The military was all I knew, 
from the time I was 18. Tran-
sitioning into civilian life—
it’s like teaching an old dog 
new habits.”

The biggest challenge 
wasn’t just learning new sys-
tems or adjusting to different 
work rhythms. It was the loss 
of purpose. 

“In the Army, you know 
you’re wanted. You know your 
mission,” stated King. “On 
the outside, there are days 
you don’t feel that.”

She now works on Kwa-
jalein primarily as an on-is-
land recruiter. She reviews 
resumes, matches applicants 

to job descriptions, and helps 
ensure positions are filled 
fairly and accurately. It’s a 
different kind of mission, but 
she sees the parallels to her 
Army days in staffing and ac-
countability.

“The systems are different, 
but the discipline, flexibili-
ty, and leadership I learned 
in the Army have helped me 
ease into the role,” said King.

Away from work, she turns 
to journaling. It began as a 
way to cope with PTSD and 
anxiety, and over time has be-
come a key part of her life.

“When my thoughts are 
cloudy, I put them on paper,” 
King explained. “It’s a stress 
reliever, just like working out. 
I write when I’m angry, when 
I’m happy—whenever I need 
to process something.”

Her journals hold memo-
ries of her service, reflections 
on island life, and personal 
goals for the future. She hopes 
they will serve as a blueprint 
for her children.

“I grew up in low income 
neighborhoods, not having a 
lot. I want my kids to see how 
setting goals can change your 
life. They don’t have to follow 
my exact path, but they can 
learn from how I moved.”

Even as she adjusts to civil-
ian contracting, she’s plan-
ning ahead. She hopes to 
grow into management or 
HR leadership, and she’s even 
considered pursuing a doc-
torate. But for now, her goal 
is clear: to continue learning, 
serving, and preparing her 
family for success. Her ad-
vice to other service members 
transitioning to civilian life is 
simple but powerful:

“Give yourself grace. Pre-
pare financially, prepare 
mentally, and know what 
you want to do before you get 
out,” explained King. “The 
Army takes care of you, but 
once you step out of that uni-
form, you’ve got to take care 
of yourself.”

Though she misses the ca-
maraderie, leadership, and 
even the 4 a.m. wake-ups for 
PT, she has found new pur-
pose on Kwajalein—and in 
her journal, where the next 
chapter of her story is still be-
ing written.

“I miss the Army every day, 
but I measure my success 
now by how I keep moving 
forward—by helping others, 
setting goals, and showing 
my kids what’s possible.”
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Stormwater discharges are a significant source of pollutants. Stormwater can be-
come polluted as it flows over contaminated surfaces. This leads to contamination 
of lagoon waters and potential damage to corals and other marine species.

What can you do?
• Good housekeeping
• Preventive maintenance on vehicles and equipment
• Maintain spill prevention and quick response supplies
• Preserve sediment erosion control
• Manage storm water runoff
• Employee training
For more information on stormwater pollution prevention or training opportuni-

ties, contact V2X Environmental at 480-0722.

E-wareness: Stormwater Pollution Prevention

E-wareness: Kejbarok jen paijin in an toor dren
Ijoko elap an toor dren ie rej jikin ko elap menin paijin/kij ko remaron in bar 

walok ie. Ekka wot an jede paijin kein jen ijoko dren eo ej toorlok ie. Elane ej toor 
dren kein nan lojet innem enaj kakure lojet eo, wod ko ie im menin mour/eddrek 
ko ie.

Ta komaron komane?
•Karreo
•Kejbarok wot jerbal ko bwe in driklok an nej walok jorren im kein jerbal
•Kojerbal spill kit ko im mokaj nan jerbal ko 
•Lale men ko rej elejo bwe renjab toor  nan lojet
•Manage e drenin wot ko ial ko
•Etal nan Training ko nan ekatak
Nan melele ko relaplok ikijeen wewein kein ak training, call e V2X Environmen-
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NEVER FORGET. 
https://kwajaleinmiaproject.us/

Click QR Code to jump to social page

FOLLOW US AT THESE LOCATIONS
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OPEN CALL FOR ANNOUNCEMENTS
The island community is invited to sub-
mit listings for events and for sale items; 
announcements; department trainings; 
safety updates; public service messag-
es; and thank-you messages. 

Preparing Your Message
For questions about your messaging, 
please reach out to the USAG-KA Public 
Affairs Office at 480-4848. 

Ads should always include a point of 
contact, phone number and/or email ad-
dress. 

Private parties, fundraisers and events 
requesting and/or accepting donations 
are typically not allowed for publication 
per AR 360-1. Fundraisers and support 
activities for private and schools-based 
organizations, scouting groups, civic clubs  
and other listings may be subject to a legal 
counsel review to determine their eligibili-
ty for publication. 

Formatting Your Listings
It is recommended that graphical adver-

ANNOUNCEMENTS
AFH Construction Is Ongoing. Nan, Inc. Con-
struction is scheduled to commence the tele-
communication scope of work for the Kwajalein 
Army Family Housing project in our community. 
Residents and commuters should be aware of 
possible changes in traffic patterns and to plan 
their routes accordingly. Nan, Inc. Construction 
is committed to minimizing any inconveniences, 
and we will strive to ensure a smooth and effi-
cient construction process. 

ArMA. Log in to ArMa, the Army Maintenance 
Application, to report issues for all buildings 
maintained by the Department of Public Works. 
Contact Public Works at 480-3550. 

CAC Office. Before your visit to the Common 
Access Card Office, ensure all paperwork is 
completed by your human resources represen-
tative before making an appointment. Bring two 
forms of government-issued IDs with you. Walk-
in appointments are welcome, but there may be 
a wait. CAC Office Hours, Bldg. 835, are Tues-
day – Saturday, 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.; (Lunch: noon - 1 
p.m.). Call 480-8496. 

COMMUNITY CLASSIFIEDS

Sergeant First Class Darrius Hodge 
SHARP Victim Advocate

Work: 480-1419
USAG-KA SHARP Pager: 

808-580-3241
DOD SAFE Helpline: 877-995-5247

Contact the USAG-KA Sexual 
Harassment/ Assault Response and 

Prevention Victim Advocate

tisements and announcements intended 
for the Hourglass and the AFN Roller 
Channel be formatted as PowerPoint 
slides. 

Graphic designers are asked to maintain 
a generous margin (.75-1-inch) around 
all sides and to size fonts no smaller 
than pt. 20. 

If your Roller Channel advertisement re-
quires a special expiration date, please 
note this for the Roller team in the body 
of your message. 

Deadlines for Submissions
Send advertisements for the Kwajalein 
Hourglass and the AFN Roller Channel 
to kwajaleinhourglass@gov2x.com on 
Wednesdays by close of business/Thurs-
day morning. 

Roller Channel ads are accepted on a roll-
ing basis by 4 p.m. for a mid-week and 
late-week update. Ads received after 4 
p.m. will be loaded in the next update. 
Please ensure you submit ads in good time 
to ensure timely upload. 

Submit Announcements to the Roller Channel and 
The Kwajalein Hourglass

Demolition at the Capt. Louis S. Zamperini Din-
ing Facility. Phase three of the Zamperini DFAC 
demo has begun and is projected to be finished 
March 2026 for the dining and serving area. 
Be careful around the dining facility during the 
phases. 

Do Not Take Cultural Artifacts. It is illegal to 
remove cultural resources from the atoll. This 
includes any protected species, unexploded 
ordnance, WWII-era artifacts and ancient Mar-
shallese artifacts. These resources are protect-
ed under U.S. federal and RMI law. Contact the 
Kwajalein Archaeology Office at 480-8867. 

Driver’s Licensing Classes. Kwaj: Every 
Wednesday, Bldg. 856, Rm. 101, 9 a.m. for RMI, 
1 p.m. for Expats. Preregistration is encour-
aged. Space is limited. Roi Classes: Every sec-
ond Friday in C-building. 9 a.m. - RMI, 11 a.m. 
for Expats. No preregistration required. 
To register, email wilson.kaisha@gov2x.com, 
audrey.hughes@gov2x.com, and/or 
george.parker3@gov2x.com, or call 480-3376.

Emergency Management. Visit the USAG-KA 
Emergency Management webpage, https://
home.army.mil/kwajalein/index.php/my-fort /
EM; 2) Click on “Mass Notification”; 3) Follow 
the registration instructions. 

E-Wareness: It is each driver’s responsibility 
to ensure vehicles are not leaking fluids other 
than air conditioning condensate. Call 911 to 
report spills and arrange with automotive for 
routine maintenance. Please call Environmen-
tal at 480-0722 with questions.Ej an ri-kator 
eo eddo non lolorjake bwe wa eo ejjab leak 
jabdewot oil ijelak in drennin air condition eo 
jen wa eo.  Ne elon jabdwot leak/lutok in oil jen 
wa eo, Kiir 911 non report- e lutok eo. Ak kiir 
Environmental ilo 480-0722 non kajitok.

Fire Safety Tips. Some pets are chewers. 
Watch pets to make sure they don’t chew 
through electrical cords. Pets are curious. 
They may bump into, turn on, or knock over 
cooking equipment. Keep pets away from 
stoves and countertops. Make sure pets are 
included in your family’s fire evacuation plan. 
Build an evacuation kit for each pet in your 
household. 

Flights. Please note that all flights are subject 
to change. For the latest update on your flights 
on United, ATI or Air Marshall Islands: ATI: 
480-2169; AMI: 480-3469; United: 480-4852 
or 1-800-UNITED1; Air Terminal Services: 480-
2660; Flight Information Recording: 480-3589 

UA Schedule Effective Now: Monday and Fri-
day—UA 155 (HNL); Check-in 2 – 4:50 p.m.; 

For more information, reach out to the USAG-KA Command team through the 
USAG-KA Facebook page. 
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Wednesday—UA 133 (HNL); Check-in 2 – 4:15 
p.m.; Tuesday and Saturday—UA 154 (GUM); 
Check-in 10:45 – 11:15 a.m. 

FlyRoi Reservations. To schedule reservations 
and for correspondence related to flights, email 
LCVKwajaleinFlyRoi@versar.com. 

How to dress in the RMI. Out of respect for the 
Marshallese culture, residents are asked to 
dress appropriately when visiting Ebeye, Third 
Island, or anywhere within Kwajalein Atoll. 
Women should wear clothing to cover shoulders 
and knees. None are permitted to wear shorts 
when visiting churches on Ebeye. Men should 
wear long slacks to church.

Kwaj Small Boat Marina hours are 7:30 a.m. – 6 
p.m. Friday through Monday, and on holidays, 
excluding Thanksgiving and Christmas. Morn-
ing boat reservation times are from 7:30 a.m. 
– noon. Afternoon boat reservations are from 
1 – 5 p.m. 

Not Feeling Well? Call 480-2223 to make an ap-
pointment for a COVID-19 test, Tuesday through 
Saturday from 7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. If you are 
not feeling well, please wear a mask when you 
are around others in the community. 

Operational Security. See something, say some-
thing. All employees on USAG-KA are required 
to receive annual Threat Awareness and Re-
porting Program training provided by KRO; Re-
porting: Report suspicious activities to the Kwa-
jalein Resident Office at 480-9859/1293/8006 at 
Bldg. 1163. 

PCS & Vacation Tips. Notify the post office be-
fore leaving for 30 days or PCS’ing. Per DOD 
4525.6-M, mail is only allowed to be held for 30 
days with or without prior notice. Mail is consid-
ered unclaimed on day 31 and will be returned to 
the sender. Email the post office to authorize pick 
up for your mail and packages. When PCS’ing, 
provide a forwarding address. Contact Jose Bur-
gos-Rivera with questions at 480-3461 and Jose.
Burgos-Rivera@gov2x.com. 

Salon Walk-Ins. Surfside Salon Walk-In Appoint-
ments are available on Fridays from 1:30 - 6 p.m. 

Smoking. USAG-KA, smoking is permitted in 
designated smoking areas only. Smoking and 
cigarette butt receptacles must be at least 50 feet 
from the entrance of facilities. 

Taxi Service. Call 480-TAXI (8294) or 3341 to 

book your ride at least 24 hours in advance of 
check-in time.

Millican Family Pool Hours. Closed for cleaning 
on Thursdays. Open noon to 5 p.m. Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays. Open 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Sundays and Mondays. 

The NEC Testing Center Is Open to the Com-
munity - Giving you the head start you need to 
thrive! - Open Tuesday through Saturday by ap-
pointment
Authorized Pearson VUE Test Center. Schedule 
A test Today!
NEC testing Center, 480-4344, FN 1008-131
ACUITY  International

HELP WANTED
For employment with contractors 

within the 
U.S. Army Garrison - Kwajalein Atoll

please check 
contractor company 

websites 
for employment opportunities.

Kwajalein / Roi Namur Licensing
Classes on Kwajalein are every Wednesday 
@0900 Marshallese
@1245 Expats (by appointment only as class 
side is limited)
Classes are in Bldg. 856 Rm 101, Vehicle Main-
tenance Compound
Roi classes every 2nd Friday in Bldg. C, timed 
based on flight schedule
No registration needed for Roi classes.
To register, send email to either of the following:
George.Parker@gov2x.com
Wilson.Kaisha@gov2x.com
...or stop by Bldg. 856, Rm 101
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WEEKLY TROPICAL WEATHER THREAT OUTLOOK
Discussion:
For November, we received 

6.65 inches putting us 4.4 
inches below normal. So far 
in 2025, we have only received 
about 72.2 inches of precip-
itation, which is 14 inches 
below normal for the year. 
Shower coverage will be at 
dry windy season levels for 
the next seven day with just 
fleeting stray showers pos-
sible. Wednesday will see a 
coverage increase with the ar-
rival of modest troughing. No 
thunderstorm days occurred 
over the past seven days. 
A thunderstorm day is de-
fined as an “in situ” lightning 
strike within five miles of the 
weather station or thunder 
heard. The thunderstorm risk 
will be rather minimal for 
the next seven day, elevating 
slightly on Wednesday next 
week. The Madden/Julian 
Oscillation’s (MJO) is slowly 
waning to a modest negative 
phase which will generally 
have a repressing effect on 
widespread shower coverage 
over the central RMI. The 
Intertropical Convergence 
Zone (ITCZ) will remain very 
well established, to far south 
to increase our shower cov-
erage, but well positioned to 
induce a tight pressure gradi-

ent between itself and strong 
high-pressure to the north 
of the RMI giving us the 
above normal winds. El Nino 
Southern Oscillation (ENSO) 
is in la Nina conditions for 
our part of the Pacific. This 
means sea-surface tempera-
tures (SST) between the RMI 
and the Date Line are cooler, 
having a negative impact on 
the RMI’s rainfall coverage.

 Tropical Cyclones: 
None for the RMI.

 Damaging West Winds / 
Westerly Swell: 

Low risk.

Swell / Tide Inundation 
for Kwajalein Atoll and 
Wake Island: 

The full moon is today and 
associated higher tides made 
a bit higher due to it being 
a nearly perigean full moon 
at just under 5 feet tomor-
row and the 6th. Winds: are 
coming in true Windy Season 
(Ellap Kutu) fashion. Look 
for winds solidly in the mid-
dle to upper teens tomorrow 
and increase to the low 20s 
Friday night through all of 
Saturday and into Sunday 
morning with a Small Craft 
Advisory (SCA) being issued 
for Saturday. Winds will start 

coming down dramatically 
Sunday late afternoon to the 
low teens on Monday and up-
per single digits at times on 
Tuesday. We will be very close 
to High Surf Advisory (HSA) 
conditions for Saturday and 
Sunday morning around high 
tide. Expecting wave height 
of 9-11 feet at edge of the sea-
ward side of the flat reef with 
a High surf Advisory being 
issued if waves exceed 11 feet. 
There will be some splash-
over and minor ponding pos-
sible landward of the berm 
on Roi-Namur around high 
tide for next few days with 
the King Tides / Perigean full 
moon.

Purpose:  
This weekly briefing is de-

livered Thursday mornings to 
island leadership. The inten-
tion of this briefing is to pro-
vide situational awareness of 
weather events that may in-
terrupt operations and trans-
portation around Kwajalein, 
to/from Hawaii and Guam, 
and in the Wake vicinity. The 
main threat assessed in this 
brief is existing and potential 
development of tropical cy-
clone activity. This brief also 
provides an outlook of ab-
normal winds, sea state, and 
precipitation guidance for 

next 7 days around the Kwa-
jalein Atoll. The distribution 
list will also receive updates 
on any developing tropical 
cyclone activity in the Kwa-
jalein region that occur be-
tween the weekly outlook 
productnext 7 days around 
the Kwajalein Atoll. The dis-
tribution list will also receive 
updates on any developing 
tropical cyclone activity in 
the Kwajalein region that oc-
cur between the weekly out-
look product.
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into the area, bringing wetter 
conditions and possible stray 
thunderstorms through mid-
week. Winds will slightly in-
crease back into the low to 
mid teens.

WEATHER
WEATHER DISCUSSION
Mostly dry weather will 

persist across Kwajalein Atoll 
as we head into the weekend. 
A dominant subtropical ridge 
extending from the north will 
maintain dry conditions and 
moderate to fresh northeast 
trade winds. With the Inter-
tropical Convergence Zone 
(ITCZ) fragmented and dis-
placed southward, shower 
activity will remain limited 
while breezy conditions con-
tinue into Sunday, gradually 
easing into the upper single 
digits by Monday. A Small 
Craft Advisory may be issued 
on Saturday, as King Tide 
conditions combine with 
northeast winds in the up-
per teens to lower 20s, with 
gusts possibly reaching the 
mid to upper 20s. Sunday 
will be slightly less breezy, 
with winds easing into the 
mid-teens, then diminishing 
further into the upper single 
digits on Monday as the sub-
tropical ridge weakens and 
the pressure gradient relax-
es. Skies will be partly sunny 
to mostly clear through the 
weekend. Conditions will re-
main mostly dry, with only 
stray showers triggered by 
localized convergence from 
occasional trade-wind surg-

es. Overall shower coverage 
will stay minimal. By early 
next week, winds continue to 
ease as the subtropical high 
loses influence over the area. 
The ITCZ will begin to re-
build, bringing an increasing 
shower coverage by midweek. 

SATURDAY
Partly sunny to mostly cl-

Partly sunny with stray show-
ers. Winds NE–E at 17-22 
knots with higher gusts ap-
proaching 30 knots possible. 
Probable Small Craft Adviso-
ry.

SUNDAY
Partly sunny with stray 

showers. Winds NE–E at 14-
19 knots with higher clear air 
gusts up to the mid 20s pos-
sible, particularly early in the 
day.

MONDAY
Partly sunny with stray 

showers. Winds NE–E at 8-13 
knots with higher gusts near 
showers.

NEXT WEEK
Mostly dry conditions to 

begin the workweek with 
only stray showers  and light 
winds expected on Tuesday. 
Shower coverage increases by 
Wednesday as the ITCZ shifts 

FOR QUESTIONS ABOUT ISLAND LIFE AND ARMY REGULATIONS, 
PLEASE CALL THE COMMANDER’S HOTLINE AT 480-1098. 
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Until Next Week!
Until Next Week!


