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Commander’s Corner
Rear Admiral Ian Johnson

Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Japan : I
Commander, U.S. Navy Region Japan G r e e t | n g S

We deliver vital shore readiness capabilities As we brave the scorching summer heat of Japan, it brings me great joy
to the Fleet, Fighter and Family throughout to hear the sounds of festival “matsuri” chants and cheers resonating
the western Pacific and the Indian Ocean by throughout the community. The “Bon Odori” matsuris are unlike any festival
optimizing available resources. I have ever s?c.n. There ar(? SO many dc'hclous fo.od Vcndbors and dlffcrcnt' '
styles of traditional “Odori” dances unique to this beautiful country, and it is

. . . « s . especially an honor and privilege when our base communities can take part in
Our vision is to be the “Navy’s Region of

Choice.” We provide premier shore-based
services in a unique multinational environment

while offering an enriching and rewarding In the fleet, mine countermeasures ship USS Warrior (MCM 10) has been busy,
experience. making stops at Kobe and Niigata in March and July, respectively, as part of
routine operations while also meeting with key leaders of the community and
engaging in outreach activities. Marking the first port visit in Kobe in 50 years, crewmembers from the Warrior participated in cleaning
and restoring photos and lacquerware damaged during the Noto Peninsula Earthquake last year. In Niigata, U.S. Navy Sailors participated
in a tour of the Northern Culture Museum and played a friendly match of basketball with students from Kaishi Kokusai High School, a
renowned school that has recently won the national title. Port of calls such as these are not only important for establishing relationships
with Japanese communities but also provides opportunities for Sailors to actually interact with the local community and learn about their
history, culture and tradition on a much more personal level.

these important community events as in the Yamato Awa Odori Festival near
Naval Air Facility Atsugi.

Exercise Citadel Pacific 2025 was conducted on installations throughout Japan in August. This annual exercise ensures our security

forces are always prepared to protect our personnel, assets, and surrounding communities. Moreover, it strengthens our ability to respond
effectively to any potential security situation, reinforcing our commitment to both national defense and being a good neighbor to the
communities we serve. In July, a very powerful earthquake off Russia’s Far Eastern Kamchatka coast triggered tsunami warnings in regions
spanning across the Pacific. Fortunately, there were no major casualties as a result of this incident in the region, but it is an important
reminder to stay vigilant and ready for all possible contingencies.

Please stay safe and cool during this hot summer season, and as always, thank you for reading CNFJ Now!
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USS Warrior visits Kobe

U.S. Navy photos by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Anthony Robledo

Story by Lt. Cmdr. John Mike

he Avenger-class mine countermeasures ship
USS Warrior (MCM 10) departed Kobe,
Japan, March 26, following a two-day port visit.

A cornerstone of peace and prosperity in the
region, Warrior’s visit reinforced the United
States’ strong alliance with Japan while giving
its nearly 90 Sailors an opportunity to meet
the people of Kobe and experience their city’s
unique culture, sights and cuisine.

“Our two nations routinely cooperate and

train together with the goal of achieving
interoperability in order to maintain peace

and stability in the region,” said Lt. Cmdr.
Raymond Piana, Warrior’s commanding officer.
“Equally important to our alliance is continuing
to develop our strong relationship and cultural
understanding with our Japanese hosts. We are
very thankful for the incredible hospitality and
warm welcome from the people of Kobe.”

During their stay, Warrior’s Sailors held tours of
the ship for the media, and members of Kobe’s
government, and local associations.

Warrior’s Sailors also participated in community
relations projects aimed at giving back to their
hosts.

Some spent time playing with local children.
Others joined local artisans contributing to the
Ishikawa earthquake relief by helping clean
and restore lacquerware from homes in Noto
City impacted by the January 1, 2024, natural
disaster.

“We were very grateful for the opportunity to
get out and engage with the local community.
Our Sailors really enjoyed helping organizations
restore items that hold great sentimental value
to their owners, and they couldn’t have been
happier to spend time with local children,” said
Piana.

Warrior is part of Mine Countermeasures
Squadron (MCMRON) 7, which is forward-
deployed to Sasebo, Japan. MCMRON-7
regularly participates in a series of exercises
with the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force to
increase proficiency in mine countermeasures
operations.

The ship provides U.S. 7th Fleet the capability to
locate, identify and neutralize underwater mines,
which is critical to maintaining open sea lanes
for shipping, and freedom of navigation both
around Japan and throughout the Indo-Pacific.

U.S. 7th Fleet, the U.S. Navy’s largest forward-
deployed numbered fleet, which routinely
interacts and operates with allies and partners in
preserving a free and open Indo-Pacific region.
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Lt. Cmdr. Raymond Piana, ‘c‘onrmf;andihé bﬂécér USS Warrio greets Sailors assigned to the USS Warrior dry lacquerware at the Design and
Jason Cubas, the consul general for the U.S. Consulate in Osaka, in Kobe, Creative Center in Kobe, Japan during a scheduled port visit.
Japan, during a scheduled port visit.

Sailors assigned to the USS Warrior man the rails as the ship arrives in Kobe, Japan for a scheduled port visit.
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First Time Ever U.S. Navy F-35Cs Operate at Ilwo To

U.S. Navy photos by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Dyxan K. Williams
Story by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Brian G. Reynolds

ircrew from the Navy’s only forward

deployed air wing completed another
qualification milestone with Field Carrier
Landing Practices (FCLPs) at Iwo To, Japan
May 19-31, 2025.

FCLP is a required flight training for pilot
qualification and proficiency that precedes
aircraft carrier landing operations, ensuring
warfighting readiness in support of regional
security and stability in the U.S. Indo-Pacific
region.

“[This is the training] that is required for
Carrier Air Wing 5 air crews to get ready to go
to sea,” said Capt. William Fallon, assistant
chief of staff for Commander, U.S. Naval
Forces Japan/Navy Region Japan. “[There is

a great] amount of effort in the practice and
the professionalism that goes into learning
how to do this. Carrier environment is very
challenging to work in—whether it’s daytime
or nighttime. A large carrier suddenly feels
very small when you do it, so it’s incumbent
on us to practice realistically as we found right
here, which is the benefit of Iwo To. It’s very
dark at night, so it feels similar to our carrier
environment.”

The routine training is required for all pilots

of fixed-wing aircraft assigned to the Nimitz-
class aircraft carrier USS George Washington
(CVN 73). The types of aircraft that
participate in FCLP are F-35C Lightning IIs,
F/A-18E/F Super Hornets, EA-18G Growlers,
and E-2D Hawkeyes.

FCLPs also provided valuable training to
Carrier Air Wing 5’s landing signal officers
(LSO). LSOs, or “paddles” are naval aviators
specifically trained to guide and ensure the
safe recovery of aircraft aboard aircraft
carriers.

“Today, specifically, the paddles are training
on the manually operated visual landing aid
system (MOVLAS),” said Lt. Cmdr. Tory
West, an LSO attached to CVW-5. “The pilots
have to respond to the MOVLAS system
differently, so if the ship is moving differently,
the pilots can adjust and land safely.”

Although Iwo To offers an invaluable training
opportunity for fixed-wing pilots and aircrew,
it does come with its challenges. Iwo To is

not suitable as a permanent FCLP site due to
difficulty in maintaining its remote facilities
and lack of optional airfields for use during
inclement weather or other situations. The
U.S. Government reserves the right to conduct

FCLP at the alternate mainland facilities when
required.

“One of the challenges of operating out

of Iwo To is we don’t have the ability to
divert an aircraft somewhere else, if there

is an emergency; if there is bad weather, or
something happens in the air,” Fallon said. “So
if there’s a problem, we don’t have any other
place to land. If there is an issue on the field
where as if we had an area to conduct FCLPs
much closer to land, it would provide much
bigger safety margins for us to operate and
train.”

Carrier Air Wing 5 includes the EA-18
Growlers of Electronic Attack

Squadron (VAQ) 141; the E-2 Hawkeyes of
Airborne Command and Control Squadron
(VAW) 125; the F-35C Lightning IIs of Strike
Fighter Squadron (VFA) 147, and

the F/A-18E of VFA-7 and VFA-195, and F/A-
18F Super Hornets of VFA-102.

Carrier Air Wing 5 became America’s first
permanently forward-deployed air wing in
1973, when it was embarked with the first-in-
class aircraft carrier USS Midway (CV 41) in
Japan.



A U.S. Navy F-35C Lightning II assigned to Strike Fighter Squadron(VFA) 147 and attached to Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 5, prepares to land during a field
carrier landing practice (FCLP).
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A Japanese media representative captures a U.S. Navy F-35C Lightning 11, assigned to Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 147 and attached to Carrier Air Wing
(CVW) 5, as the aircraft conducts a “touch-and-go” during a field carrier landing practice (FCLP).
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86th Annual Shimoda Black Ship Festival

U.S. Navy photos by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class James Mitchell and Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Quinton Lee

Story by Ryo Isobe

or nearly 50 years, Sailors with

Yokosuka Naval Base have traditionally
participated in the Black Ship Festival in
Shimoda, Shizuoka prefecture, with a flurry
of events such as ceremonies, parades, band
performances, and fireworks. The U.S. Navy’s
ship stationed at Yokosuka with its crew has
also routinely made a port visit during the
Festival for celebration. Every year more than
200,000 tourists enjoy and celebrate the 3-day
event.

Shimoda has a long history with the U.S.,
which goes back to the mid-1800s, when
the U.S. approached Japan with a view to
developing diplomatic relations with Japan.
This year’s Festival from May 17 (Fri) through
19 (Sun) also marks the 170th anniversary
since the opening of its port to the U.S. in
1854. Having the Black Ship Festival in the
offing, it may be appropriate to look into the
history of Shimoda and its relationship with
the U.S.

On July 8, 1853, a fleet of four ships with the
U.S. Navy’s East India Squadron, at the helm
of Commodore Matthew Perry, arrived off the
coast of Uraga Bay, near Edo, the present-day
Tokyo, with the United States sidewheel steam
frigate Susquehanna as the flagship. Their
primary purpose was to establish diplomatic

relations with Japan, and if possible, to gain
trading permission from Japan which had been
closed — or limited to Dejima in Nagasaki
with Dutch and Chinese — from foreign
contacts for over 220 years. Also, among

the objectives was to secure protection and
material provision for American ships from
Japan, such as food and water, when whaling
in the West Pacific and its robust industry were
most active in history.

On the first visit of 1853, Perry’s attempt
was not successful, he could only deliver

a letter of credence from President Millard
Fillmore along with the one Perry himself
both addressed to the Japanese Emperor
through officials with the governance and
administration organization of the Edo
Bakufu. Fillmore’s letter was written in a
friendly and respectful manner and asked for
“friendship, commerce, a supply of coal and
provisions, and protection for our shipwrecked
people.”

Perry’s was more intent and forceful. He said
in his letter that:

“As the United States and Japan are becoming
every day nearer and nearer to each other,

the President desires to live in peace and
friendship with your imperial majesty but no

friendship can long exist unless Japan ceases
to act towards Americans as if they were her
enemies.”

He also stated that he had brought just a fleet
of four smaller ships as evidence to show their
friendly intentions, but should it be necessary,
they would “return to Edo in the ensuing
spring with a much larger force.”

When Perry handed over the letters to
Japanese representative officials, he made

a promise of his return next year, as he
mentioned in his letter, giving Japan several
months to consider a possible agreement.

Perry’s arrival was merely the beginning.

On February 13, 1854, Perry came back with a
larger fleet of six ships — which later became
nine ships — to Japan. Through a month-long
negotiation, deliberate preparation of Perry,
and mutual discussions, the two countries
reached the conclusion of the Convention of
Kanagawa at a special building for “internal
discussion” constructed for this occasion in
Yokohama, March 31.

By the convention’s establishment of the
Convention, Japan put an end to its foreign
policy of isolation which had long been seen



as impenetrable, and Shimoda was opened for
trade along with Hakodate in Hokkaido.

The reasons why Shimoda and Hakodate,
among other candidates such as Kanagawa
(Yokohama), Uraga, Nagasaki, and Matsumae,
were selected are not included in records,
however, in the light of their locations on open
seas, it was beneficial for the both countries
politically and economically.

Perry himself visited Shimoda April 18 and

following a survey in Hakodate, returned to
Shimada June 7, 1854. During his stay there,

Rear Adm. Ian Johnson, Commander, Naval Forces Japan, speaks during
the opening ceremony for the 86th Annual Shimoda Black Ship Festival.

he demonstrated military drills, had his men
conduct cultural, natural, and geographical
research, and met with Japanese officials at

a succession of daily conferences to work on
the details of the Convention. At that time,
the Buddhist monastery, Gyokusen-ji Temple,
was designated as a graveyard for Sailors and
Marines lost during Perry’s Expedition under
the “additional regulations,” established June
17, 1854.

Perry left Shimoda June 25, concluding
negotiations with Japan.

LR I
LR R

U.S. Navy Sailors assigned to 7ch Fleet Band entertain a small audience
during the 86th Annual Shimoda Black Ship Festival’s Gyokusenji Temple
Memorial ceremony.

The year of 1858 saw a conclusion of the more
extensive Treaty of Amity and Commerce
between the United States and the Empire

of Japan, which activated Japan’s trade with
western countries for the next years to come.
The Treaty is also called the Harris Treaty, in
honor of his success in and contribution to the
commercial treaty of Japan.

Following the establishment of the Treaty
came the opening of Yokohama, and Shimoda
fulfilled its role as a trading port in 1859.

=
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U.S. Navy Honors 80th Anniversary of Battle of Okinawa at

Candle Lighting

U.S. Navy photos by Mass Communication 1st Class MacAdam Kane Weissman and Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Zachary Guth

Story by Candice Barber

.S. Navy Sailors and family members

joined local Okinawan volunteers at
Peace Memorial Park on June 22 to prepare
nearly 7,000 candles for a vigil on the eve of
Okinawa Memorial Day. The event honored
the 80th anniversary of the end of the Battle
of Okinawa — an 82-day conflict in 1945
that claimed more than 200,000 lives and
stands as the deadliest battle of the Pacific
theater during WWIL.

The annual candle lighting was organized by
Bankoku-Shinryo-no-Kai, a local non-profit
advocating peace to the world. Each year,

the organization extends a special invitation
to the U.S. Navy to take part in the event,
during which volunteers transform Mabuni
Hill — the site of the battle’s final phase and
the location of memorial walls honoring the
fallen — into a solemn landscape illuminated
by thousands of candles.

“I’m from Okinawa, and I’ve always felt it’s
really important to have prayers for peace,”
said Naoki Matsukawa, the organization’s
chairman. “The first purpose of this event is
to commemorate those who died during the
war. The second motivation is to promote

peace to the world. And the third reason is to
share this important message of peace to the
next generation.”

Commander, Fleet Activities Okinawa
(CFAO) coordinated Navy participation in
the event, which brought together more than
70 Sailors from commands across the island,
including U.S. Naval Hospital Okinawa,
Patrol Squadron (VP) 9, and tenant units at
White Beach Naval Facility and Kadena Air
Base. One of the evening’s most powerful
moments came when service members and
Japanese students worked together to arrange

hundreds of candles into the kanji for “peace”

(F#0), creating a striking visual tribute.

Capt. Joseph Parsons, commanding officer
of Fleet Activities Okinawa, remarked on

the event. “It’s pretty special that this day
happens to fall on the 80th anniversary of the
final day of the Battle of Okinawa. This was
my first time visiting since arriving on island,
and it was a moving experience. It’s also
another incredible example of the community
partnership that has grown over the past 80
years. Having local Okinawans, U.S. Navy
Sailors, and their families work side by side

to prepare for this commemoration is one
of the most unique and meaningful parts of
being stationed here. It really reflects the
close relationship we share with the local
community.”

Following the candle setup — carried out
under Okinawa’s characteristic summer heat
and humidity — Navy volunteers had the
opportunity to visit the Okinawa Prefectural
Peace Memorial Museum. Through powerful
exhibits, photographs, and firsthand accounts
from survivors, Sailors and their families
gained a deeper understanding of the

battle’s devastating impact and the enduring
commitment of the Okinawan people to
peace and harmony.

Alicia Hernandez, a Navy spouse, attended
the event with her family. “It’s an honor to
bring our children so they can learn about
the Battle of Okinawa. I think it’s important
for military families — not just to enjoy the
beautiful parts of where they’re stationed —
but to understand its history, to dig deep, go
to museums, and be there for the people. To
be here and be able to light up the lanterns,
it’s an honor for us. That’s why we’re here.”



iy G
ﬂmlﬂw “.;ﬁ; ]

o

4 — 3 5 : - =

= - 5 : <=
HM2z Kerisha Traille, right, lights candles with her family during
volunteer candle lighting event at Peace Memorial Park.

HM3 Bianca Cureau lights a candle during
a volunteer candle lighting event.
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CFAS Sailors Attend Soto Dam Memorial Ceremony

U.S. Navy photos by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Raquell Williams

Students from Yunoki Middle School prepare
to lay flowers at the Soto Dam memorial.

ommander Fleet Activities Sasebo (CFAS)

held an annual Soto Dam memorial
ceremony to remember the 53 American POWs
and 14 Japanese laborers who died building
the dam during World War II in Sasebo, Japan,
May 22, 2025.

The ceremony was used as an opportunity for
both countries to come together

to commemorate the lives lost during its
construction and reaffirm their

bonds as friends and allies.

Soto Dam has served as a vital water source for
Sasebo since its construction during World War
II by approximately 265 American civilian
construction workers imprisoned by the
Japanese after the surrender of Wake

Island on Dec. 23, 1941. The group was then
transported to Japan to complete construction
projects like the dam alongside Japanese
laborers. Those who died building the dam are
memorialized at the site by a large memorial
tower, which was erected by Sasebo City and
its citizens in 1956. On prominent display
inside the tower is a brass plaque on which
their names are engraved.

Sasebo Navy League President Raymond
Torp and Yoshido Hiwatashi prepare to lay
flowers at the Soto Dam memorial.



- | Sh
Capt. Michael Fontaine, commanding officer CFAS, gives a
speech during the Soto Dam memorial.

WA e

Capt. Michael Fontaine, commanding officer CFAS, and Sasebo City local official Tzumi
Yoshimoto prepare to lay flowers at the Soto Dam memorial.

CFAS Command Master Chief Alan Benavidez, JGSDF
Warrant Office Masaru Nagata, and JMSDF Command
Master Chief Shigekazu Suenaga prepare to lay flowers at
the Soto Dam memorial.
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Capt. Michael Fontaine, commanding officer CFAS, lays flowers at Soto Dam.
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Flowers from various Sasebo community leaders including
representatives from CFAS lay at the Soto Dam Memorial.
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Joint Cooperation: NAF Atsugi Personnel Assist Ayase City in a
Fire Response

U.S. Navy story by Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Brianna Bonilla
U.S. Navy photos by CNRJ Fire and Emergency Services

Commander, Navy Region Japan (CNRJ) Fire and Emergency Services firefighters, stationed at Naval Air Facility (NAF) Atsugi, assisted Ayase
city firefighters in dispelling a fire off base near the fence line of the southwest corner of the on base golf course, May 23, 2025.

The CNRIJ firefighters were finishing their evening physical training session when they were notified of a large plume of smoke coming from behind
building 50. The firefighters immediately rushed south towards the scene, spotting the smoke and following it to the exact location.

Similar to a month prior, when a fire erupted late at night near the north side of the base flight line, the CNRJ firefighters knew what they needed
to do, urgently setting up their equipment as close as they possibly could given the circumstances of being separated by the fence that boarders the
base. As the firefighters connected their hoses to the fire hydrants, they committed to their spot near the fence line. Ayase city firefighters arrived at
the scene 1-2 minutes after their arrival. The team relied upon communication with the Ayase city personnel across the fence.

“It’s not like you can just disconnect and ride off easily,” said Michael Dionne, a CNRJ deputy fire chief with 20 years of firefighting experience,
“Once those hoses are pulled, it’s a lot flowing back on and everything else.”

When Ayase City firefighters arrived, it became apparent to the NAF Atsugi personnel that the city fire department required assistance with their
water reserves. The scene was approximately 2,850 feet away from Ayase City’s nearest fire hydrant, restricting the Ayase City firefighters’ water
access. NAF Atsugi personnel provided water pumper relay support over, providing the critical water pressure needed by one of the Ayase City
engines at the scene to fight the flames.

Traffic at Maruko Nakayama Chigasaki Road quickly grew out of hand as the relay pump operations affected the evening rush hour, requiring the
Japanese police department to temporarily close the road for two hours as the Ayase City firefighters’ relay hose ran up the major road. The road was
opened again when Ayase City firefighters determined they could solely use the NAF Atsugi base water supply from over the fence line.

The flames grew significantly as nighttime came. Knowing a simple hand-held hose would not be useful against the flames, Takashi Watatsu, the
incident commander with 38 years of experience, knew he had to climb one of the fire engines to use its mass stream. Shortly after, Japan Maritime
Self Defense Force (JMSDF) firefighters from the airfield arrived with their crash crew trucks, helping to extinguish the flames with their main line.
All three departments fought the flames, with the Atsugi based firefighters supplying the Ayase City team with water, throughout the night. A total
of 35 personnel and seven vehicles assisted with extinguishing the flames. All personnel worked diligently to extinguish the flames. The CNRJ Fire
Department’s Engine 7-2 was the last to leave the scene the next morning around 6:12 a.m.



“Though we have a fence between us, I believe building a face-to-face relationship during these operations will significantly contribute to our future
activities,” said Toshihiro Wada, chief of Ayase Fire Station in Ayase City, “Additionally, when we were informed we needed to continue discharging
water until the morning, Atsugi District Fire Chief said they would stay till the morning also, which encouraged and motivated us in the effort.”

NAF Atsugi, JIMSDF, and the local Ayase community assist each other in case of emergencies, like this, as a part of their mutual aid agreement. This
agreement plays a crucial part in maintaining the strong relationship between the U.S. Navy and Japan.

“Although it [the fire] was an unfortunate accident, the firefighting operations by the NAF Atsugi Fire and Emergency Services and the JMSDF
demonstrated the response capabilities together,” said Rear Adm. Katsuya Suzuki, commander of JMSDF Fleet Air Wing 4, “which are the results of
their joint training efforts that they had achieved.”

NAF Atsugi supports the combat readiness of Commander, Fleet Air Western Pacific, Commander, Carrier Air Wing FIVE (CVW) 5, Helicopter
Maritime Strike Squadron (HSM) 51 and 23 other tenant commands, and provides logistic support, coordination, and services to units assigned to the

Western Pacific.

Firefighters from Ayase City Fire Department
on scene during a fire in the city.

Takashi Watatsu, a district chief from CNR] Fire & Emergency Services stationed at NAF Atsugi, Firefighters from Ayase City Fire Department
stands near the NAF Atsugi base fence line during a joint effort with the Ayase City Fire Department assess damages after a fire in Ayase City.
and Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force (JMSDF) firefighters. to extinguish an off-base fire.

Fire Fighters from the Ayase City Fire Department man the hose near the

man the hose near the NAF Atsugi base fence line during a joint effort with NAF Atsugi base fence line during a joint effort with the Ayase City Fire
the Ayase City Fire Department and Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force Department and Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force (IMSDF) firefighters.
(JMSDF) firefighters. to extinguish an off-base fire. to extinguish an off-base fire.
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Naval Air Facility Misawa Holds Change of Command Ceremony

U.S. Navy photos and story by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Matthew Fischer

aval Air Facility (NAF) Misawa

welcomed a new commanding officer
as Capt. Jeremy N. Lyon relieving Capt.
Paul A. Hockran to become the installation’s
20th commanding officer during a formal
change of command and retirement ceremony
attended by service members, families, and
distinguished guests.

The event, held on Misawa Air Base,
celebrated the leadership and accomplishments
of Capt. Hockran, who is retiring after 30
years of distinguished service in the United
States Navy. The ceremony highlighted the
continuity of command and the enduring
partnership between the U.S. Navy and the
Misawa community.

“I have had the pleasure of commanding
Naval Air Facility Misawa for the last

49 months,” said Hockran. “It has been a
tremendous honor. To the men and women of
NAF Misawa, thank you.”

Capt. Hockran, a 1995 graduate of the U.S.
Naval Academy, has led NAF Misawa since
June 2021. The installation achieved numerous
operational milestones, strengthened
partnerships with the Japan Self-Defense
Forces, and enhanced quality-of-life initiatives
for Sailors and their families.

Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Japan/Navy
Region Japan, Rear Adm. lan L. Johnson,
presided over the ceremony and praised Capt.
Hockran’s leadership and commitment.

“He took care of his people,” said Johnson.
“He delivered for the mission.”

In his farewell remarks, Capt. Hockran
reflected on his tenure and the people of
Misawa.

“Team Misawa, thank you,” said Hockran.
“Misawa Air Base is an amazing installation
that is full of community, mission support, and
friendship — Misawa is definitely a jewel; its
brilliance and beauty come from the people,
Sailors, Airmen, Civilians, Guardians, the Ko
Ku Jetai, and the citizens of Misawa.”

Capt. Lyon, a native of Hesperia, California,
brings a wealth of operational and leadership
experience to his new role.

His previous assignments include sea duty
with Patrol Squadron (VP) 46, USS George
H.W. Bush (CVN 77), and Patrol Squadron
(VP) 47. He served as commanding officer of
Patrol Squadron (VP) 8, leading the squadron
through a successful split-site deployment

to the Western Pacific and U.S. Central
Command.

Ashore, Lyon has served with Task Force
(CTF) 57, Patrol Squadron (VP) 30, Maritime
Patrol and Reconnaissance Weapons School,
and as Congressional Appropriations Liaison
in the Office of the Secretary of the Navy.
Most recently, he was Deputy Commander,
Task Force (CTF) 67 in Sigonella, Italy.

Capt. Lyon expressed his enthusiasm for his
new role and commitment to the mission.

“Our job is to be ready, to be resilient, and

to project strength through partnership and
presence,” said Lyon. “That work starts
here—on the flight line, in the barracks, in
every shop, office, pipeline route, and access
gate. As your commanding officer, I will lead
with humility, purpose, and an unwavering
commitment to both our people and our
mission.”

The event followed longstanding Navy
tradition, formally transferring authority and
responsibility from one officer to another.
Distinguished guests, including representatives
from the Japan Self-Defense Forces and

local government, attended, underscoring the
strong U.S.-Japan partnership. The ceremony
concluded with the reading of orders and a
retirement tribute to Capt. Hockran.



\ ‘
\
Capt. Jeremy N. Lyon, incoming commanding offi
ceremony on board Misawa Air Base.

/

cer, Naval Air Facility (NA Misawa, renders salutes durite NAF Misawa change of command

i\ .

Capt. Jeremy N. Lyon, incoming commanding officer, Naval Air Facility Rear Adm. Ian L. ]ohnson,“&)mmander, U.S. Naval Forces Japan/Navy
(NAF) Misawa, speaks during the NAF Misawa change of command Region Japan, speaks during the NAF Misawa change of command
ceremony on board Misawa Air Base. ceremony on board Misawa Air Base.
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