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BY SCOTT T. STURKOL
Public Affairs Staff

On Sept. 2, 1945, the official end of World War
II came to pass with Japan’s signing of the Instru-
ment of Surrender aboard the battleship USS Mis-
soufi.

At then-Camp McCoy, Wis., the thousands of
service members, civilian workers, and more who
had kept the war effort going at the post were al-
ready preparing to send service members home af-
ter the war was all done.

The first announcement that the war was over
was printed in the special Aug. 14, 1945, edition of
The Real McCoy newspaper where the entire front
page had a hammer headline of “EXTRA: WAR’S
OVER/”

The paper also stated that the Japanese had ac-
cepted the terms of unconditional surrender from
the Allies. It wasn’t until Sept. 2, 1945, that the war
was officially over.

In that Aug 14 special edition, the post com-
mander, Brig. Gen. John K. Rice, stated that “now
there was a lot of work ahead.”

In an article in that same paper, entitled “Im-
portant job ahead for McCoy, Gen. Rice asserts,”
it states how the plan going forward has begun
to start increased discharges instead of the post
changing course to train more Soldiers for the Pa-
cific theater of operations.

“Camp McCoy’s importance in the new prob-
lems posed by the end of the war were emphasized
by Brig. Gen. John K. Rice, commanding general,
who declared the task faced by the post in sepa-
ration of men from the service ‘parallels anything
undertaken here during the fighting years and will
task our energies to the utmost,” the article states.
“The huge job of discharging thousands of vet-
erans from the six-state area serviced by Camp
McCoy will swing into high shortly when the War
Department is expected to announce its new plans
regarding disposition of at least five million of the
men now in uniform.”

By Sept. 7, 1945, less than a week after the of-
ficial end of the war, separations were well under-
way from Camp McCoy. The headline in the Sept.
7 edition of The Real McCoy newspaper stated,
“Separation Center doubles discharges; 25,680 re-
deployed here in August, more coming,”

“August was a busy month for personnel of the
reception center as pay vouchers and furlough pa-
pers were signed for 25,680 men who were pro-
cessed for redeployment,” the article states. “Bigger
loads atre expected this month.

“Under direction of Capt. D.D. O’Connell, com-
manding officer, the reception station handled an
average of 500 to 1,000 men daily during the past
month. The largest number to be processed was
on Aug. 31 which included 116 officers and 1,587
enlisted men,” the article states. “New arrivals for
the reception station are met by guides who re-
main with the group during medical examinations,
screening, issuing of clothing, and until furlough
papers are signed.”

The article also states that upon returning to the
camp after their furlough, the service members
are assembled and grouped for shipment, exclud-
ing those who have requested furlough extensions,
special agricultural and essential job discharges, and
those becoming eligible for discharge.

That same Sept. 7 paper stated the dining facil-
ities were also extra busy feeding the troops being
discharged through McCoy.

In the article, “Jumbo’ messes feed 1,700 a
meal,” it states on mess hall, now called dining
facilities, was cranking out a record effort to feed
everyone.

“With a boom in discharges steadily mounting
at the separation center, its new double mess hall
was doing capacity business this week, according to
Capt. Kenneth Cochran, assistant mess officer for
the personnel center. Capt. John M. Willis is mess
officer for the center,” the article states. “Approxi-
mately 1,700 men are being fed in mess hall 1726-
27 in the separation center, Cochran said. Another
mess hall of the new double type is in operation in
the new reception station.

The new mess halls have bigger seating capacities
with the room where the old kitchens were now be-
ing used for seating space and cafeteria-style facil-
ities,” the article states. ““The kitchen in the middle
permits serving on both sides simultaneously from
steam tables which keep the food warm.”

In the Aug. 14 “victory” edition of The Real Mc-
Coy, the man who had been the post command-
er for most of the wartime period at McCoy, Col.
George M. MacMullin, wrote a short column, enti-
tled “Praise for McCoy,” where he also celebrated
the war victory.

“The victory for which our nation and all Unit-
ed Nations have striven has been achieved, thank
God,” MacMullin wrote. “With the proclamation
by President Harry S. Truman, our commander
in chief, this day has been designated as (Victory
in Japan) V-] Day, signifying the end of hostilities
against the remaining Axis foe, Japan.

“The record amassed by our military forces
during the fighting years since Japan attacked this
nation Dec. 7, 1941, has been studded with feats
of military achievement bordering on the impossi-
ble. The magnificent triumphs of our armed forces
serve as a symbol of Americanism, portray a nation
united as one,” the article states.

“Victory is here, and we look to the future con-
fident our country will continue to lead the world
in peace as it did in war. For those of us at Camp
McCoy, there remains an important task before we
write Finis to the war years. The return to civilian
pursuits of thousands of veterans is the respon-
sibility of Camp McCoy’s personnel center. This
huge assignment parallels anything undertaken
here during the fighting years and will require our
maximum efforts. I am certain I will receive your
wholehearted support — as in the past — and we
at Camp McCoy shall meet our objectives promptly
and with as much dispatch as possible. Again, my
congratulations to you and your part in this great
triumph.”

Camp McCoy (today Fort McCoy) played a ma-
jor role in World War II as one of the US. Army’s
most important training and mobilization centers in
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the Midwest. Here’s a breakdown of its significance
during the war:
Throughout World War II, history shows Camp

McCoy made its mark in the Army. First, the in-
stallation served as a key training and mobilization

hub. The post expanded dramatically after 1940

with new barracks, ranges, and facilities built to
handle the wartime draft. By 1942, it could house
(See 80 YEARS, Page 2)
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over 35,000 troops at a time.

During the “fighting years,” Camp McCoy hosted dozens of divi-
sions and units for basic, advanced, and specialized training before
deployment overseas. Units trained at McCoy included: 2nd Infantry
Division, 76th Infantry Division, 100th Infantry Battalion (Nisei sol-
diers from Hawaii), and various artillery, engineer, and support units.

The 100th Infantry Battalion, especially was one that made his-
torical achievements during the war. The 100th was the first Japa-
nese-American unit in the Army during World War II, and they ar-
rived at McCoy in 1942.

Their successful training at McCoy helped prove the loyalty and
capability of Nisei Soldiers, McCoy’s history states, leading to the cre-
ation of the famed 442nd Regimental Combat Team, the most deco-
rated unit of its size in U.S. military history.

Training for the 100th at McCoy lasted roughly six months, cover-
ing marksmanship, physical conditioning, and tactical exercises. An-
ecdotes highlight the unit’s advanced, multi-weapon training to prove
their loyalty and competency. One story from The Real McCoy at-
chives show five 100th Soldiers received the Soldier’s Medal for rescu-
ing civilians from drowning on a frozen Wisconsin lake.

Soldiers with the 100th also interacted with local communities, es-
pecially in Sparta, La Crosse, and Tomah. The Soldiers even formed a
baseball team nicknamed the “Aloha team,” complete with Hawaiian
musicians and leis, playing local teams around Wisconsin. They also
hosted a farewell luau before departing — full of music, food, and
aloha spirit.

McCoy also served as a prisoner-of-war (POW) camp during World
War II. The former Civil Conservation Corps discharge and recep-
tion center located on South Post was converted into a POW and
relocation camp, history shows. The facility consisted of 35 buildings
and a 20-acre enclosure. The FBI relocated 293 enemy-alien internees
(five Italians, 106 Germans, and 182 Japanese) to Camp McCoy. The
camp was the largest holding facility for Japanese POWs (2,700) in the
Continental United States and also housed nearly 3,000 German and
500 Korean POWs until POW operations were ceased in 1946. Camp
McCoy is unique in American history as having housed both relocated
Japanese-Americans from the West Coast as well as European and
Japanese POWs captured during World War II.

McCoy was also well known for specialized training during World
War II. The camp supported training in cold-weather operations, ar-
tillery, engineering, and maneuver warfare. Its varied terrain (woods,
rivers, and open prairie) made it ideal for simulating European com-
bat conditions, as stated by many of the Wotld War II veterans who
trained for war at the post.

By the end of World War II, hundreds of thousands of troops
had passed through Camp McCoy. It was a symbol of both American
preparedness and the integration of diverse groups (including Nisei
soldiers) into the Army, the history states. And the post remained ac-
tive after World War II, serving in the Korean War mobilization and
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U.S. Army Historical Photo

This is a news photos from summer 1945 of the current headquarters of U.S. Army Garrison-Fort McCoy. At that time the building

was 3 years old.

later evolving into today’s Fort McCoy, a key Army and mobilization
training center.

Fort McCoy history is also highlighted in every monthly issue of
The Real McCoy — Fort McCoy’s official newspaper — in the “This
Month in Fort McCoy History” column. See past editions at https://
www.dvidshub.net/publication/1002/the-real-mccoy.

Learn more about Army history by visiting the Army Center for
Military History at https:/ /history.army.mil.

And learn more about Wisconsin’s history by visiting the Wisconsin

Historical Society at https:/ /www.wisconsinhistory.org.

Learn more about Fort McCoy online at https://home.army.mil/
mccoy, on Facebook by searching “ftmccoy,” on Flickr at https://
www.flickr.com/photos/fortmccoywi, and on X (formetly Twitter) by
searching “usagmccoy.”

Also try downloading the My Army Post app to your smartphone
and set “Fort McCoy” or another installation as your preferred base.
Fort McCoy is also part of Army’s Installation Management Com-
mand where “We Are The Army’s Home.”

1 P e—

THROUGH THE WAR YEARS: Photos at Camp McCoy, 1942-45

(All photos) This a small collection of historical photos of then-Camp McCoy from 1942 to 1945. Fort McCoy was known then for its training support capabilities in preparing troops for war and
more. Eighty years later, now Fort McCoy, and the installation continues as the Total Force Training Center for tens of thousands of troops every year.

U.S. Army Historical Photos
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This Month in Fort McCoy History —
Here’s a collection of excerpts from the special
columns of This Month in Fort McCoy history
that highlighted history at then-Camp McCoy in
September between 1942 and 1945.

80 Years Ago —
September 1945

SEPT. 21, 1945: Col. George M. MacMullin,
the man who guided Camp McCoy through its
war years to national fame as a training center,
left the post for a new assignment in the Pacific.

Under MacMullin’s command, Camp McCoy
gained fame as the Middle West’s top combat
training center. He assumed command June 17,
1942, at that time in the old camp, now the pris-
oner of war camp.

In August of that year the new camp opened
and it was here that, under MacMullin’s com-
mand, McCoy gained nationwide fame.

Hete the 2nd and 76th Infantry Division and
the 100th Infantry Battalion trained for what
later proved to be action against the Germans.

A host of other units were also readied for
combat against the Nazis and later distinguished
themselves in battle.

SEPTEMBER 1945: Secing his son for the
first time in 11 months was a great thrill for
Staff Sgt. E. M. Shaw of Medford, Wis., who
had been stationed at Camp McCoy since 1942.
His son, Pfc. James Shaw, was sent to Camp Mc-
Coy for redeployment after serving in Germany.

Two other members of the Shaw family were
in service, as well: Lt. Grace Shaw with a hos-
pital in Chicago and Tech Sgt. Jack Shaw, sta-

tioned in France.

SEPT. 9, 1945: A 100 percent boost in the
rate of discharges from the Camp McCoy Sepa-
ration Center was reported the week of Sept. 9,
1945, by Maj. Thomas B. Hammond, separation
center commanding officer.

Where previously the average daily discharge
load was about 250, that week’s daily totals
topped the 500 matk, Hammond said. He said
the center was aiming for a 1,200-a-day rate of
discharge goal and would probably hit a peak of
somewhere between 1,600 and 2,000 after the
first of the year.

SEPT. 14, 1945: A member of the famed
100th Infantry battalion, made up of Americans
of Japanese descent from Hawaii, returned to
become a civilian employee the week of Sept.
14, 1945, at Camp McCoy, where he had trained
with the unit for more than six months about 2
1/2 years before.

Kenneth Koji was working as a mail clerk
at the camp post office. “It’s good to work at
Camp McCoy,” Koji said. “Wisconsin weather
is different than Hawaii’s, but I like it very much
here.”

Most of the remaining original 100th Infan-
try members had already been discharged, ac-
cording Koji said. Their combat record, which
has been cited as one of the most outstanding
of any unit’s in the European Theater of Op-
erations, included nearly two years of fighting
from North Africa, the length of Italy, through
France from the south, and back for the victory
push in Italy.

With headquarters company of the 100th In-
fantry, Koji earned six campaign stars and the
distinguished unit citation with which the unit
was honored.

81 Years Ago —
September 1944

FROM THE SEPT. 2, 1944, EDITION
OF THE REAL MCCOY NEWSPAPER:
New camp 2 years old; termed | ast word’ in Army
training centers (By Newspaper Staff) — Camp Mc-
Coy this week celebrated the second anniversary
of the opening of the new camp — marking the
birthday without incident but with an accelerat-
ed war effort. Every office shop and unit on the
post worked harder to speed victory.

Col. George M. MacMullin, post command-
er, commenting on the anniversary, declared:
“Camp McCoy has established an enviable rep-
utation as a training site. It ranks among the
nation’s greatest camps. Its personnel — both
military and civilian — has been a credit to the
United States, and I am sure will continue un-
ceasingly to work toward victory.”

At the camp’s opening two years ago, 50,000
visitors toured the post expressing surprise at its
wonders. The Army has continually pointed to
Camp McCoy as the last word in training camps.
Since its erection two years ago, the camp
gained the reputation throughout the nation as
being one of the finest. It has pioneered exper-
iments for the Army and has produced fighting
men who are today giving excellent accounts of

themselves on the battlefields of France, Italy, and
in the Pacific.

Built with permanency

All the experience and practice the Army accu-
mulated in building hundreds of training camps
across the nation in the months before Pearl Har-
bor were combined and brought to the full flower
in the construction of Greater Camp McCoy.

The new camp, as differentiated from the old
camp — now a prisoners of war center — won
praise from high-ranking Army officials as the most
modern and most beautiful in the Middle West, if
not the entire land.

Spacious — it takes in over 6,000 acres of rug-
ged terrain — the camp bears as much resemblance
to the first cantonments thrown up following the
move to rearm as a city slum does to a modern
housing project. The Army gave Camp McCoy the
best — building it with permanency.

Hundreds of barracks, 12 chapels, six theaters,
14 post exchanges, a dozen recreation halls, two
service clubs, two guest houses, dozens of offices
and blocks of warehouses and shops make Camp
McCoy a city out of an area where once only jack
pine and scrub oak grew.

Only one for artillery

Giving troops advanced combat training was the
objective of Camp McCoy. These troops were gen-
erally trained in the field and hardened by months
of living in the open before coming here. The
camp’s rugged terrain, steep ridges, sandy soil, and
hundreds of streams made it ideally suited for pre-
pating Soldiers for combat tests.

Its size made it the only Army station in the
North Central states capable of handling the big
guns of heavy artillery units.

FROM THE SEPT. 16, 1944, EDITION OF
THE REAL MCCOY NEWSPAPER: Meda/
of Honor award given to heros dad here; 76th Combat
Team stages huge parade (By Newspaper Staff) — The
nation’s highest award — the Congtressional Medal
of Honor — was presented posthumously at Camp
McCoy on Friday afternoon by Maj. Gen. William
R. Schmidt, 76th Infantry Division commandet, to
Erland Gibson, Rice Lake, Wis., in recognition of
Gibson’s son’s gallantry in action.

Technician Fifth Grade Eric Gunnar Gibson,
24, was killed in Italy after leading his squad on a
dangerous mission. Under heavy enemy artillery,
machine gun, and rifle fire, Gibson advanced and
destroyed four enemy positions, killed five, and
captured two German soldiers and secured the left
flank of his company before he fell.

Came over from Sweden

A parade of a reinforced division combat team
with motorized elements preceded the presenta-
tion. In attendance were Mrs. Gibson, the hero’s
mother; Cpl. Sven Gibson, 22, his brother, who is
in the air force stationed at Shepherd Field, Texas;
and a group of Rice Lake legionairres.

82 Years Ago — September 1943

FROM THE SEPT. 11, 1943, EDITION OF
THE REAL MCCOY NEWSPAPER: Canp M-
Coy Harvest Army’s furlogh’ to farms extended another
week by War Department order (By Pot. Frank Brookhous-
er) — FINLEY, N.D. — Thousands of shocks of
wheat await threshing before the journey to market
figuratively toppled over on the Army’s marching
orders and, as a result, the Soldiers of the 278th
Field Artillery Battalion continued their campaign
in the North Dakota grain belt for another week.

The six-day extension of time to aid the farm-
ers was finally granted by the War Department and
word of the decision reached the temporary camps
on Sunday as the men were preparing for the trip
back to Camp McCoy.

The extension lengthened the work period to
Sept. 10 and affected the entire 177th Field Artillery
Group from McCoy, both battalions having been
scheduled to leave Monday under previous orders.
This group, under the command of veteran cam-
paigner Col. R. T. Guthrie — who found nothing
about threshing in the numerable training manuals
he studied — is the largest individual group which
was moved to the grain fields in the home front
emergency.

Scenes that might be called the tragi-comic type
developed from the sudden change in virtually
all camps. Here in Finley, “home” of the 278th’s
“Charlie” Battery, the men had just taken down
all of the six-man tents when the telephone call
from headquarters came through to Capt. Ernest
E. Keusch.

A photographer with the artistic touch could
have caught neatly a hundred inspired portraits
of “man beset by adversity” if he had been on the
grounds when the announcement was made.

SEPT. 4, 1943: Shots fired at Camp McCoy were
heard around the world as the Army Hour picked
up a five-minute broadcast from the camp as part
of its show

The program included Camp McCoy rifle
marksmanship under the direction of Lt. Frank W,
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80 YEARS AGO: This is a news clipping from the Sept. 21, 1945, edition of The Real McCoy
newspaper. The post was busy processing Soldiers for discharge from the war.

Luchowski, 23rd Infantry. Enlisted men appeating
on the program included 1st Sgt. Edwin L. Neyrey,
Cpl. Glenn W. Spray, Pfc. James R. Hill, and Pfc.
Robert K. Garritt.

Written and directed by Maj. Jack Harris, exec-
utive officer of the radio branch of the War De-
partment Public Relations Division, the Camp Mc-
Coy portion of the Army Hour came between the
pickups from Fort Benning, Ga., and North Africa.

83 Years Ago —
September 1942

NOTES AND NEWS: Avocado — “Avocado

has the highest food value of all fresh fruits,
claim scientists.” This one liner was printed in
the September 1942 edition of The Real McCoy.
A forecast for the future of avocados?

Believe it or not, but The Real McCoy is
believed to be the ‘first Army camp papet’ in
America to be sold by newsboys on the streets
of a civilian city. This unusual phenomenon oc-
curred in Sparta, Wis., (1942); shortly after The
Real McCoy came off the presses with its sixth
issue. The unusual fact; which thrilled the camp
paper’s personnel was that it almost outsold all
other publications for those days.

(See THIS MONTH IN HISTORY, Page 4)

.

WAR YEARS SCENES: (Above and below) Scenes from training to the completion of the “New Camp” between
1942-45 at then-Camp McCoy. The post excelled in completing winter training and the New Camp was completed
in a matter of months in 1942.
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THIS MONTH IN HISTORY

OTHER NOTED HISTORY FROM P —
SEPTEMBER 1942 AT CAMP MCCOY:

On Aug. 30, 1942, Camp McCoy’s expansive 7
new cantonment — the “New Camp” — was -

officially inaugurated after rapid construction

HOME.ARMY.MIL/MCCOY
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81 YEARS AGO: This is a news clipping from the Sept. 9, 1944, edition of The Real McCoy newspaper at then-Camp McCoy.
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