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By Annette Monk, Hour-
glass Staff Writer

The Kwajalein Atoll com-
munity recently came togeth-
er for a town hall meeting 
that was anything but ordi-
nary. On Wednesday, August 
13, 2025, residents packed the 
High School Multi-Purpose 
Room to welcome the new 
U.S. Army Garrison -Kwaja-
lein Atoll (USAG-KA), Com-
mander Col. Matthew J. Can-
non and Command Sergeant 
Major Stanley L. Jackson, and 
hear a vision for the future.

Despite a minimal agen-
da, the message from the 
new leadership was clear and 
full of promise. Col. Cannon 

PHOTOS BY STEPHEN ELSON

wasted no time in confirming 
his commitment to a thor-
ough review of current pol-
icies over his first 60 to 90 
days. He assured the commu-
nity that any revisions would 
only come after a deep under-
standing of their original jus-
tification.

Cannon also candidly ad-
dressed the persistent chal-
lenges of island life, from 
slow shipping and limited 
supplies to communication 
hurdles. He then swiftly tran-
sitioned to a recap of recent 
impactful events, highlight-
ing the value of Kwajalein 
as the missile test sight and 
the resilience of its workers. 

USAKA  
NEW LEADERSHIP, NEW HOPE: KWAJALEIN 
TOWN HALL OUTLINES PATH FORWARD
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He recognized the commu-
nity’s strong response to re-
cent challenges, including 
a tsunami advisory, a shark 
encounter, and the tragic loss 
of a valued RMI team mem-
ber. With a heartfelt tone, 
he praised task force leaders 
and residents for their time-
ly efforts and compassionate 
actions.

Looking ahead, Col. Can-

non revealed his request for 
more funds to tackle critical 
infrastructure projects, im-
prove resource prioritization 
and integrate strategic plan-
ning for other core projects. 
To keep the community in-
formed, he also committed 
to providing biweekly or bi-
monthly updates on these 
projects.  Senior Garrison 
leadership through visits to 

                                          ABOVE: Col. Cannon and CSM Jackson pose with Class of 2026.

PHOTO BY SHERMAN HOGUE

the island will remain highly 
engaged in understanding, 
supporting, and improving 
the infrastructure and quality 
of life on Kwajalein.

The town hall meeting was 
a powerful display of trans-
parency, commitment, and 
a shared sense of purpose. It 
fostered a balance between 
acknowledging current chal-
lenges and instilling confi-

dence in a unified path for-
ward toward progression and 
stability for the Kwajalein 
Atoll.
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Contents of the Hourglass are not necessarily official 
views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. Government, Depart-
ment of Defense, Department of the Army or USAG-KA. 
It is published Saturdays in accordance with Army Reg-
ulation 360-1.
Phone: Defense Switching Network: 315-480-5169
Local phone: 480-5169

Garrison Commander...................Col. Matthew Cannon 
Garrison CSM......Command Sgt. Maj. Stanley Jackson 
Public Affairs Officer..............................Sherman Hogue
Editor............................................Muhammad Rasheed
Communications Specialist, Sr.............Isaiah Matthews
Communications Specialist.....................Stephen Elson
Staff Writer...............................................Annette Monk
Media Capture..................................Melissa Dethlefsen
Staff Writer............................................Christy Wagnon

The Kwajalein Hourglass is named for the insignia of 
the U.S. Army’s 7th Infantry Division, which liberated 
the island from the forces of Imperial Japan on Feb. 4, 
1944. The Kwajalein Hourglass is an authorized publica-
tion for military personnel, federal employees, contractor 
workers and their families assigned to U.S. Army Garri-
son-Kwajalein Atoll. 

Front Cover:  Dr. Black by Stephenie Sunkel
Back Cover:  Sailboat Bigej by Melissa Dethlefsen
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COMMUNITY
DR. WILL BLACK: BRINGING QUALITY EYE 
CARE TO KWAJALEIN

By Annette Monk, Hour-
glass Staff Writer

Dr. Will Black, an expe-
rienced Optometric Physi-
cian, discovered his passion 
for medicine in high school 
and quickly found his niche 
in optometry during his first 
year of college. He was drawn 
not only to the clinical side 
of the profession but also to 
the personal, one-on-one 
connection with patients and 
the business aspect of private 
practice.

Over the course of 35 years, 
Dr. Black built a successful 
optometry career in Idaho, 
owning and operating five 
private practices. In 2019, all 
five practices were acquired 
by private equity, allowing 
him to retire in 2022. That 
same year, he accepted a 
unique opportunity to pro-
vide remote optometry ser-

vices on Kwajalein, thanks to 
a referral from a friend—for-
merly a dental hygienist on 
the island who later became 
the hospital administrator.

Initially, Dr. Black came 
to Kwaj for a three-month 
stint. That experience led to 
a semi-annual arrangement: 
he now visits twice a year—
mid-July to mid-August and 
mid-January to mid-Febru-
ary—offering full-scope eye 
care services to the island’s 
residents. Each month-long 
visit includes three weeks 
of scheduled clinic appoint-
ments.

What began with cum-
bersome, manual appoint-
ment scheduling—relying on 
voicemails and callbacks—
has since evolved into a 
streamlined process through 
an online scheduling plat-
form. This system allows pa-
tients to book annual exams, 

PHOTO BY HEATH CHRISTIE

PHOTO BY STEPHEN ELSON

ABOVE: Mrs. Gerber brought the kindergarten Rikatak kids over for their first eye 
exams and they had a lot of fun meeting Mrs. Cannon and Dr. Baldridge too.
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disease checks, and other ser-
vices in advance, while also 
receiving automated remind-
ers. During his current visit, 
nearly 70% of his patients are 
new—demonstrating a grow-
ing demand for optometry 
services on the island.  Kwa-
jeyes.com is his website for 
booking appointments, and 
he is currently onsite for ap-
pointments through August 
16. 

Dr. Black provides compre-
hensive eye care, including 
vision correction, treatment 
of eye diseases, and prescrip-
tion eyewear. One ongoing 
challenge has been the timely 
delivery of glasses and con-
tact lenses to the island. In 
the past, shipments some-
times ended up as far away 
as Hong Kong or Japan. De-
spite these logistical hurdles, 
Dr. Black offers an impressive 
selection of over 250 eyeglass 
frames and 150 sunglasses.

He has also introduced a 
valuable educational compo-
nent to his Kwaj Eyecare by 
partnering with Arizona Col-
lege of Optometry to bring 
fourth-year optometry intern 

Dr. Black’s commitment to 
bringing high-quality, com-
passionate care to a remote 
location like Kwajalein exem-
plifies the power of dedica-
tion, adaptability, and genu-
ine community connection.

doctors like current incum-
bent, Dr. Jared Baldridge to 
the island, giving him hands-
on experience and academic 
credit. Additionally, he has 
helped modernize the clinic 
by transporting up-to-date 
diagnostic equipment to 
Kwaj, which remains on-site 
for continued use during his 
visits.

“The most rewarding part 
of this journey is the sense of 
community,” Dr. Black shared 
as he reflected on the oppor-
tunity to educate the kinder-
garten class during their first 
eye exam visit this week. He 
deeply values the relation-
ships he has built with long-
term residents and enjoys 
welcoming new faces each 
time he returns. Beyond the 
clinic, he takes full advantage 
of the island’s natural beau-
ty—spending his downtime 
scuba diving, snorkeling, and 
simply relaxing by the ocean 
and the pool.

PHOTO BY HEATH CHRISTIE
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By Christy Wagnon; CYS 
Deputy Director

The last nation on Earth 
without a soccer team, un-
til now.  The Republic of the 
Marshall Islands is final-
ly stepping onto the global 
pitch. This August, the Mar-
shall Islands Soccer Feder-
ation (MISF) launches its 
first men’s national team 
into international play with 
two debut matches: August 
14 against the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands and August 16 against 
Turks and Caicos, both host-
ed in Springdale, Arkansas.

This historic moment 
marks a major milestone for 
one of the last sovereign na-
tions in the world without a 
FIFA or regional football con-
federation affiliation. And 
for those on Kwajalein and 
across the islands, AFN will 
air both games live and replay 
them multiple times on Kwaj 
TV channel 20.2, allowing 
our community to witness 
history unfold.

While the MISF was offi-
cially formed in 2021, true 
momentum came in late 2022 
when Lloyd Owers, a British 
UEFA-licensed coach, and 
Matt Webb, now the federa-
tion’s Marketing & Commer-
cial Director, connected with 
MISF President Shem Livai. 
Inspired by the opportunity 
to grow something from the 
ground up, they joined forces 
and began their work in ear-
nest in January 2023.

Today, Owers serves as 
both Technical Director and 
Head Coach of the Marshall 
Islands men’s national soccer 
team.  “Most people wanted 
to see us play a full 11 V 11 
game,” said Owers. “It wasn’t 
the right time before—but 
now it is.”

Over the past year, MISF 
has been developing the 
sport in Majuro, establishing 
futbol leagues and identi-

COMMUNITY
RISING TIDES: THE MARSHALL ISLANDS MAKES
ITS INTERNATIONAL SOCCER DEBUT

fying local talent. With in-
creasing support from Mar-
shallese communities in the 
U.S., especially in Kwajalein 
and Arkansas, the federation 
recognized that the time was 
right to take the next step.

“This is about more than 
one game,” Owers explained. 
“It’s the next step toward 
our goal of full confedera-
tion membership in Ocea-
nia Football Confederation 
(OFC) or Asoociation Foot-
ball Club (AFC).”

The debut squad features 
players from Majuro, Kwaja-
lein, and the U.S., all selected 
based on Federation Interna-
tional Football Association 
(FIFA) eligibility. Players were 
found through a combination 
of local scouting, social me-
dia outreach, and community 
connections.

“We’re representing Mar-
shallese people all over the 
world,” said Owers. “Our 
team reflects the global Mar-
shallese diaspora and the 
movement of our people 
throughout history.”

Support from Scott Hill, 
V2X Community Services Di-
rector and MISF board mem-
ber and the community on 
Kwajalein helped identify el-
igible players and expand the 

PHOTOS BY SCOTT HILL
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federation’s reach.
Pulling together an inter-

national team from multi-
ple countries is no easy feat, 
especially with zero formal 
funding. The project has been 
fueled entirely by grassroots 
efforts: donors, fundraising 
campaigns, small sponsors, 
and the unwavering dedica-
tion of a tight-knit leadership 
team.

“It’s been a mammoth task,” 
said Owers. “For six months, 
myself, Matt Webb, Press and 
Communication Director 
Justin Walley, and volunteer 
Woody Watson, have pushed 
this project forward, step by 
step.”

Springdale, Arkansas was 
chosen for the debut because 
it’s home to one of the largest 
Marshallese populations out-
side of the Marshall Islands. 
The local response has been 
enthusiastic, with communi-
ty members traveling in from 
across the U.S. to support the 
team.

“It’s incredible to see the 
community come togeth-
er for this,” said Webb. “We 
want these games to be a cel-
ebration.”

The matches are part of the 
Outrigger Challenge Cup, a 
tournament created by the 
MISF. The first edition was 
held in 2024 in Majuro, fea-
turing futsal matches be-
tween the Marshall Islands, 
FSM, and Kiribati. This year 
marks the expansion into full 

11-a-side international play.
MISF’s long-term goals in-

clude confederation mem-
bership in OFC or AFC, es-
tablishing youth leagues and 
training infrastructure in the 
RMI, stationing a permanent 
coach on-island to grow local 
talent, and creating a path-
way for Marshallese athletes 
worldwide to represent their 
nation.

“Sport plays a huge role in 
national identity,” said Ow-
ers. “It gives people some-
thing to believe in and rally 
around.”  To the next gener-
ation of Marshallese players, 
Owers offers encouragement, 
“Keep playing. Keep showing 
interest. Fill out our eligibili-
ty form. We want to find you 
and help you represent your 
country.”

For the team, the fans, and 
the country, this debut is 
more than just two games—
it’s a declaration: The Mar-
shall Islands has arrived on 
the world soccer stage.

“All of it makes me proud,” 
said Owers. “We’ve gone from 
nothing to something big in 
a short time. And we’re just 
getting started.”

You can follow the journey 
on AFN Kwaj TV channel 20.2 
or on Instagram @rmisoccer. 

If you are Marshallese and 
play soccer, fill out the eligi-
bility form on the MISF web-
site at www.misf.org.

 The journey has begun—
RMI is here to stay.
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COMMUNITY
GET READY TO SET SAIL: THE KWAJALEIN LABOR  
DAY CARDBOARD BOAT REGATTA RETURNS!

By Christy Wagnon; CYS 
Deputy Director

Kwajalein’s favorite splash-
filled showdown is back! On 
Labor Day, Monday, Sep-
tember 1, the waves at Emon 
Beach will be alive with cre-
ativity, competition, and 
plenty of cardboard as the 
annual Kwajalein Cardboard 
Boat Regatta kicks off another 
unforgettable race.

This beloved tradition chal-
lenges participants to put 
their engineering and artistic 
skills to the test by building 
seaworthy vessels out of an 
unlikely material: cardboard. 
That’s right—boats must be 
constructed using only card-
board, tape, and paint. No 
plastic, foam, or any materials 
intended to enhance buoyan-
cy are allowed. It’s all about 
raw ingenuity, teamwork, and 
how well your cardboard cre-
ation can stay afloat!

Participants are encour-
aged to get creative with boat 
designs and themes. From pi-
rate ships to rocket ships—if 

you can imagine it and build 
it out of cardboard, it’s fair 
game. But remember: it’s not 
just about style—it’s about 
staying afloat and paddling 
across the finish line.

Boat Building Rules:
• Boats must be made en-

tirely from cardboard.
• Tape and paint may be 

used for decoration and as-
sembly.

• No materials may be used 
to add buoyancy (e.g., foam, 
plastic, or sealed containers).

• All boats must be hu-
man-powered—no motors or 
propulsion systems allowed.

• Safety vests must be worn 
during the race.

Whether you’re racing or 
spectating, the event promis-
es fun for all ages. So gather 
your crew, grab some card-
board, and start building! The 
Kwajalein Labor Day Card-
board Boat Regatta is your 
chance to make waves—and 
memories—on the island.

As one of last year’s partici-
pants shared, “Our boat PHOTO BY CHRISTI CARDILLO

PHOTO BY STEPHEN ELSON
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didn’t make it halfway be-
fore sinking, but we laughed 
so hard we didn’t care. It’s the 
kind of event that brings the 
whole community togeth-
er, whether you win, lose, or 
swim.”

For more information or 
to register your boat, stop by 
the library or call 480-3332. 
Boats must be registered no 
later than August 28th. All 
cardboard pieces and crafts 
are removed from the lagoon. 
See you at the beach!

COURTESY PHOTO BY CYS

COMMUNITY
GET READY TO SET SAIL: THE KWAJALEIN LABOR  
DAY CARDBOARD BOAT REGATTA RETURNS!
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NEVER FORGET. 
https://kwajaleinmiaproject.us/

Click QR Code to jump to social page

FOLLOW US AT THESE LOCATIONS
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OPEN CALL FOR ANNOUNCEMENTS
The island community is invited to sub-
mit listings for events and for sale items; 
announcements; department trainings; 
safety updates; public service messag-
es; and thank-you messages. 

Preparing Your Message
For questions about your messaging, 
please reach out to the USAG-KA Public 
Affairs Office at 480-4848. 

Ads should always include a point of 
contact, phone number and/or email ad-
dress. 

Private parties, fundraisers and events 
requesting and/or accepting donations 
are typically not allowed for publication 
per AR 360-1. Fundraisers and support 
activities for private and schools-based 
organizations, scouting groups, civic clubs  
and other listings may be subject to a legal 
counsel review to determine their eligibili-
ty for publication. 

Formatting Your Listings
It is recommended that graphical adver-

ANNOUNCEMENTS
AFH Construction Is Ongoing. Nan, Inc. Con-
struction is scheduled to commence the tele-
communication scope of work for the Kwajalein 
Army Family Housing project in our community. 
Residents and commuters should be aware of 
possible changes in traffic patterns and to plan 
their routes accordingly. Nan, Inc. Construction 
is committed to minimizing any inconveniences, 
and we will strive to ensure a smooth and effi-
cient construction process. 

ArMA. Log in to ArMa, the Army Maintenance 
Application, to report issues for all buildings 
maintained by the Department of Public Works. 
Contact Public Works at 480-3550. 

CAC Office. Before your visit to the Common 
Access Card Office, ensure all paperwork is 
completed by your human resources represen-
tative before making an appointment. Bring two 
forms of government-issued IDs with you. Walk-
in appointments are welcome, but there may be 
a wait. CAC Office Hours, Bldg. 835, are Tues-
day – Saturday, 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.; (Lunch: noon - 1 
p.m.). Call 480-8496. 

COMMUNITY CLASSIFIEDS

Sergeant First Class Darrius Hodge 
SHARP Victim Advocate

Work: 480-1419
USAG-KA SHARP Pager: 

808-580-3241
DOD SAFE Helpline: 877-995-5247

Contact the USAG-KA Sexual 
Harassment/ Assault Response and 

Prevention Victim Advocate

tisements and announcements intended 
for the Hourglass and the AFN Roller 
Channel be formatted as PowerPoint 
slides. 

Graphic designers are asked to maintain 
a generous margin (.75-1-inch) around 
all sides and to size fonts no smaller 
than pt. 20. 

If your Roller Channel advertisement re-
quires a special expiration date, please 
note this for the Roller team in the body 
of your message. 

Deadlines for Submissions
Send advertisements for the Kwajalein 
Hourglass and the AFN Roller Channel 
to kwajaleinhourglass@gov2x.com on 
Wednesdays by close of business/Thurs-
day morning. 

Roller Channel ads are accepted on a roll-
ing basis by 4 p.m. for a mid-week and 
late-week update. Ads received after 4 
p.m. will be loaded in the next update. 
Please ensure you submit ads in good time 
to ensure timely upload. 

Submit Announcements to the Roller Channel and 
The Kwajalein Hourglass

Demolition at the Capt. Louis S. Zamperini Din-
ing Facility. Phase three of the Zamperini DFAC 
demo has begun and is projected to be finished 
March 2026 for the dining and serving area. 
Be careful around the dining facility during the 
phases. 

Do Not Take Cultural Artifacts. It is illegal to 
remove cultural resources from the atoll. This 
includes any protected species, unexploded 
ordnance, WWII-era artifacts and ancient Mar-
shallese artifacts. These resources are protect-
ed under U.S. federal and RMI law. Contact the 
Kwajalein Archaeology Office at 480-8867. 

Driver’s Licensing Classes. Kwaj: Every 
Wednesday, Bldg. 856, Rm. 101, 9 a.m. for RMI, 
1 p.m. for Expats. Preregistration is encour-
aged. Space is limited. Roi Classes: Every sec-
ond Friday in C-building. 9 a.m. - RMI, 11 a.m. 
for Expats. No preregistration required. 
To register, email wilson.kaisha@gov2x.com, 
audrey.hughes@gov2x.com, and/or 
george.parker3@gov2x.com, or call 480-3376.

Emergency Management. Visit the USAG-KA 
Emergency Management webpage, https://
home.army.mil/kwajalein/index.php/my-fort /
EM; 2) Click on “Mass Notification”; 3) Follow 
the registration instructions. 

E-Wareness: It is each driver’s responsibility 
to ensure vehicles are not leaking fluids other 
than air conditioning condensate. Call 911 to 
report spills and arrange with automotive for 
routine maintenance. Please call Environmen-
tal at 480-0722 with questions.Ej an ri-kator 
eo eddo non lolorjake bwe wa eo ejjab leak 
jabdewot oil ijelak in drennin air condition eo 
jen wa eo.  Ne elon jabdwot leak/lutok in oil jen 
wa eo, Kiir 911 non report- e lutok eo. Ak kiir 
Environmental ilo 480-0722 non kajitok.

Fire Safety Tips. Some pets are chewers. 
Watch pets to make sure they don’t chew 
through electrical cords. Pets are curious. 
They may bump into, turn on, or knock over 
cooking equipment. Keep pets away from 
stoves and countertops. Make sure pets are 
included in your family’s fire evacuation plan. 
Build an evacuation kit for each pet in your 
household. 

Flights. Please note that all flights are subject 
to change. For the latest update on your flights 
on United, ATI or Air Marshall Islands: ATI: 
480-2169; AMI: 480-3469; United: 480-4852 
or 1-800-UNITED1; Air Terminal Services: 480-
2660; Flight Information Recording: 480-3589 

UA Schedule Effective Now: Monday and Fri-
day—UA 155 (HNL); Check-in 2 – 4:50 p.m.; 

For more information, reach out to the USAG-KA Command team through the 
USAG-KA Facebook page. 
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Wednesday—UA 133 (HNL); Check-in 2 – 4:15 
p.m.; Tuesday and Saturday—UA 154 (GUM); 
Check-in 10:45 – 11:15 a.m. 

FlyRoi Reservations. To schedule reservations 
and for correspondence related to flights, email 
LCVKwajaleinFlyRoi@versar.com. 

How to dress in the RMI. Out of respect for the 
Marshallese culture, residents are asked to 
dress appropriately when visiting Ebeye, Third 
Island, or anywhere within Kwajalein Atoll. 
Women should wear clothing to cover shoulders 
and knees. None are permitted to wear shorts 
when visiting churches on Ebeye. Men should 
wear long slacks to church.

Kwaj Small Boat Marina hours are 7:30 a.m. – 6 
p.m. Friday through Monday, and on holidays, 
excluding Thanksgiving and Christmas. Morn-
ing boat reservation times are from 7:30 a.m. 
– noon. Afternoon boat reservations are from 
1 – 5 p.m. 

Not Feeling Well? Call 480-2223 to make an ap-
pointment for a COVID-19 test, Tuesday through 
Saturday from 7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. If you are 
not feeling well, please wear a mask when you 
are around others in the community. 

Operational Security. See something, say some-
thing. All employees on USAG-KA are required 
to receive annual Threat Awareness and Re-
porting Program training provided by KRO; Re-
porting: Report suspicious activities to the Kwa-
jalein Resident Office at 480-9859/1293/8006 at 
Bldg. 1163. 

PCS & Vacation Tips. Notify the post office be-
fore leaving for 30 days or PCS’ing. Per DOD 
4525.6-M, mail is only allowed to be held for 30 
days with or without prior notice. Mail is consid-
ered unclaimed on day 31 and will be returned to 
the sender. Email the post office to authorize pick 
up for your mail and packages. When PCS’ing, 
provide a forwarding address. Contact James 
Smith with questions at 480-3461 and james-
.e.smith2295@army.mil. 

Salon Walk-Ins. Surfside Salon Walk-In Appoint-
ments are available on Fridays from 1:30 - 6 p.m. 

Smoking. USAG-KA, smoking is permitted in 
designated smoking areas only. Smoking and 
cigarette butt receptacles must be at least 50 feet 
from the entrance of facilities. 

Taxi Service. Call 480-TAXI (8294) or 3341 to 

book your ride at least 24 hours in advance of 
check-in time.

Millican Family Pool Hours. Closed for cleaning 
on Thursdays. Open noon to 5 p.m. Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays. Open 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Sundays and Mondays. 

The NEC Testing Center Is Open to the Com-
munity - Giving you the head start you need to 
thrive! - Open Tuesday through Saturday by ap-
pointment
Authorized Pearson VUE Test Center. Schedule 
A test Today!
NEC testing Center, 480-4344, FN 1008-131
ACUITY  International

HELP WANTED
For employment with contractors 

within the 
U.S. Army Garrison - Kwajalein Atoll

please check 
contractor company 

websites 
for employment opportunities.

Kwajalein / Roi Namur Licensing
Classes on Kwajalein are every Wednesday 
@0900 Marshallese
@1245 Expats (by appointment only as class 
side is limited)
Classes are in Bldg. 856 Rm 101, Vehicle Main-
tenance Compound
Roi classes every 2nd Friday in Bldg. C, timed 
based on flight schedule
No registrastion needed for Roi classes.
To register, send email to either of the following:
Audrey.Hughes@gov2x.com
Wilson.Kaisha@gov2x.com
...or stop by Bldg. 856, Rm 101
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WEEKLY TROPICAL WEATHER THREAT OUTLOOK
Discussion: 
So far in August, the 

weather station recorded 
2.93 inches of rain about 
3.78 inches below normal 
for the month. So far in 
2025, we have only received 
about 34.5 inches of precip-
itation, which is more than 
13.5 inches below normal 
for the year, keeping Kwa-
jalein Atoll in drought con-
ditions. Troughing in the 
winds ENE-E-ESE will keep 
increased shower coverage 
in the picture this after-
noon as well as a bump in 
the thunderstorm risk for 
the central RMI with a lull 
tomorrow. The trend is for 
increased shower cover-
age as we move toward the 
end of the month. Monday 
morning will see a bounce 
as well as the 28th through 
the 30th. The thunder-
storm risk is always ele-
vated with heavy showers 
in late August. From the 
26th through the 30th, 
the atmospheric waves 
(troughing) will give the 
atoll an even greater risk 
of thunderstorms. There 
was one thunderstorm day 
over the last seven days 
for Kwajalein Island and 
another this morning for 
Roi-Namur. A thunder-
storm day is defined as an 

“in situ” lightning strike 
within five miles of the 
weather station or thunder 
heard. The Madden/Julian 
Oscillation (MJO) remains 
a bit uncertain, but there 
are indications of a robust 
phase for the Pacific. The 
trend is now positive for 
the MJO, which will help to 
enhance rainfall coverage 
for the RMI moving toward 
the 1st of September. The 
Intertropical Convergence 
Zone (ITCZ) will remain 
modestly active in the vi-
cinity of the central RMI 
and allow for troughing 
to pass over the atoll with 
augmented shower cover-
age during the next seven 
days. The El Nino Southern 
Oscillation (ENSO) is in 
ENSO-neutral conditions 
as a whole. There has been 
a recent episode of cooler 
than normal sea-surface 
temperatures (SST) in Au-
gust between the RMI and 
the Date Line. This along 
with the negative MJO are 
the reasons for the now 
drier than normal August.

Tropical Cyclones:
None for the RMI. We are 

now in the tropical cyclone 
season for the western Pa-
cific and entering the peak 
of the season as we move 
toward September. Look 
for a slightly higher chanc-
es of tropical cyclone de-

velopment for the western 
Pacific as we approach Sep-
tember first.

Damaging West Winds / 
Westerly Swell:

Low risk: Eastern Mi-
cronesia and the RMI are 
expected to be east-north-
east to east-southeast 
trade wind dominant.

Swell / Tide Inundation 
for Kwajalein Atoll and 
Wake Island and Winds:

The New-Moon will oc-
cur on Saturday with a max 
high tide of 4.6 feet the 
next day. This is the time 
of the year when we see 
higher swells affecting the 
south side of the island 
due to powerful winter 
storm transiting between 
Australia and Antarctica. 
Winds: As the afternoon 
progresses, we will see the 
winds fall down to near 
doldrum levels around 
4-8 knots into tomorrow. 
Winds will recover to the 
low teens on Saturday af-
ternoon and climb high-
er to the middle teens on 
Sunday. These winds will 
come down some on Mon-
day as they veer ENE-E_ESE 
on Monday. Gusty outflow 
winds are possible as a re-
sult of heavy showers just 
off to the east for short 
periods. There is a chance 
that a Small Craft Adviso-
ry (SCA) could be issued 

on the open lagoon for a 
short period during any 
strong showers just to the 
east of the lagoon. High 
Surf Advisory (HSA) con-
ditions are not expected 
for the next seven days. We 
will see some very long pe-
riod southern swells from 
major winter storms be-
tween Antarctica and Aus-
tralia, but the heights are 
only about a foot the 24th 
through the 25th.

Purpose: This weekly 
briefing is delivered Thurs-
day mornings to island 
leadership. The intention 
of this briefing is to pro-
vide situational awareness 
of weather events that may 
interrupt operations and 
transportation around 
Kwajalein, to/from Hawaii 
and Guam, and in the Wake 
vicinity. The main threat 
assessed in this brief is ex-
isting and potential devel-
opment of tropical cyclone 
activity. This brief also pro-
vides an outlook of abnor-
mal winds, sea state, and 
precipitation guidance 
for next 7 days around the 
Kwajalein Atoll. The distri-
bution list will also receive 
updates on any developing 
tropical cyclone activity in 
the Kwajalein region that 
occur between the weekly 
outlook product.
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WEATHER
WEATHER DIS-

CUSSION
Occasional showers 

are expected across 
Kwajalein Atoll to end 
the work week and 
start the weekend. The 
Intertropical Conver-
gence Zone (ITCZ) is 
reorganizing near the 
south-central RMI. 
While the peak storm 
activity may stay south 
of the atoll over the 
weekend, the ITCZ will 
remain in close enough 
proximity to the atoll to 
send a series of atmo-
spheric waves through 
the region, bringing 
a wetter pattern over 
the weekend and into 
early next week. The 
next atmospheric wave 
is expected to arrive 
early Saturday morn-
ing, increasing show-
er and thunderstorm 
coverage and bringing 
moderate northeaster-
ly winds. A trade wind 
surge arrives Saturday 
evening and extends 
into Sunday, increas-
ing winds into the up-
per teens with isolated 
showers during the 
day. By mid-afternoon 
Sunday, winds will de-
crease back to the up-
per single digits and 
shift to the east-south-
east as the atmospher-
ic wave pushes through 
the area. Showers will 
increase once again 
early Monday. By 
Monday afternoon the 
atmospheric wave ex-
its the area and winds 
will decrease further 
to light and variable 
with periods of calm. 
Showers should taper 
off Monday afternoon, 

FOR QUESTIONS ABOUT ISLAND LIFE AND ARMY REGULATIONS, PLEASE CALL THE COMMANDER’S HOTLINE AT 
480-1098. FOLLOW THE USAG-KA FACEBOOK PAGE TO RECEIVE INFORMATION AND UPDATES REGARDING SAFETY 
INFORMATION, EVENTS, AND OFFICIAL COMMAND ACTIVITES.

leading to a generally 
drier second half of the 
day.

SATURDAY
Partly sunny with 

isolated showers and a 
possible stray thunder-
storm.  Winds NE-E at 
10-15 knots, increasing 
to 14-18 knots during 
the evening and over-
night, with higher 
gusts possible near 
showers.

SUNDAY
Mostly cloudy with 

isolated showers and a 
possible stray thunder-
storm. Winds NE-E at 
13-17 knots, decreasing 
to ENE-ESE 8-13 knots 
in the afternoon, with 
higher gusts possible 
near showers.

MONDAY
Partly sunny with 

widely scattered show-
ers and a possible stray 

thunderstorm early, 
decreasing to isolated 
showers in the after-
noon.  Winds SE-E 
7-12 knots with high-
er gusts possible near 
showers, becoming 
light and variable.

NEXT WEEK
An active Intertrop-

ical Convergence Zone 
(ITCZ) may shift north 
over the Atoll, increas-
ing shower activity for 

the week.  Winds will 
be from the northeast 
in the upper single dig-
its through mid-week, 
and reduce to calm, 
doldrum-like condi-
tions for the latter part 
of the week. Shower 
coverage will generally 
increase as the week 
progresses. Stray thun-
derstorms may accom-
pany some of these 
showers.
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Until Next Week!


