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Aloha Teammates! 

I am incredibly honored for this opportunity 
to support Brigadier General Sills and all of 
you in my new role as 154th Wing Deputy 
Commander.  You have been my 'ohana for the 
past 24 years, so although I am very excited 
to continue serving Hawai'i, defending 
our nation, and projecting air power, I am 
even more excited to serve you wherever I 
possibly can. My goal is to help you execute 
your mission more effectively, care for 
your teams, and ensure we remain 
at the forefront of readiness. I 
enjoy building enduring processes 
that enhance our effectiveness, 
efficiency, and lethality.

I look forward to helping your 
innovative ideas become part of 
our winning recipe. Together, 
we will tackle the challenges 
ahead and build and strengthen 
the legacy of this exceptional 
wing under General Sills' 
expert leadership. When I see 
you next, please be sure to say 
hello, tell me how things are 
going, and share what you 
have been up to, as well as 
how I can help us improve.  
 
Aloha, 

Magoo

A message 
from the 154th 
Deputy Wing 
Commander

Col. Kevin Horton
154th Wing Deputy Commander
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From May 18-19, 2025, the 154th Civil 
Engineer Squadron’s Emergency Man-
agement (EM) Team from the Hawaii 
Air National Guard traveled from 
the islands of Hawaii to Puerto Rico 
for a high-impact training mission at 
Camp Santiago Joint Training Center in 
Salinas and Fort Allen in Juana Diaz.

The HIANG participants—Master Sgt. 
Adrian Romero, Staff Sgt. Chastilynn 
Tittle, TSgt. John Mission, Senior 
Airman Cathleen Drake, Senior Airman 
Angel-Blayze Padilla, and Airman 
Basic Isabel Velazquez—joined forces 
with personnel from 14 other Air 
National Guard units for a rigorous 
deployment training exercise. Despite 
personal protective equipment 
obscuring their faces in field photos, 
the team’s skills stood out sharply.

Following two years of planning, 

the 2025 Puerto Rico Deployment for 
Training challenged participants in 
a simulated austere environment, 
refining their execution of the Agile 
Combat Employment Concept for the 
Indo-Pacific Command region. Uti-
lizing Puerto Rico’s unique terrain 
and advanced facilities, the exercise 
strengthened the EM Airmen’s ability 
to adapt to evolving mission demands.

154 CES Emergency Management Team 154 CES Emergency Management Team 
Excels in Puerto Rico TrainingExcels in Puerto Rico Training

By 154th Wing Public Affairs
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Team hickam's Total-Force Airmen 
participate in Turkey Shoot 

Competition

 For the first time in over a decade, 
personnel from the 15th Wing, 154th 
Wing and 298th Air Base Defense 
Group participated in a friendly 
operational competition known as a 
“Turkey Shoot”.
Multiple unit-level competitions took 
place involving events such as timed 
signal competitions, boom operations, 
mission planning, aircraft servicing 
and offensive counter-air flying. In past 
iterations, the competition followed 
a similar format, but this one had a 
unique addition.
“It’s the first time we’ve had a multi-
domain competition to this scale 
with [this] many kinds of assets from 
different core missions of the Air 
Force,” said Maj. Stefan Morell, chief of 
weapons and tactics for the 15th Wing, 
154th Wing and the 298th Air Defense 
Group and exercise director for the 
Turkey Shoot competition.
Throughout the competition, 
participants from multiple squadrons 
were able to display their expertise 
during simulated combat scenarios 
where they were judged and graded 
on their execution of various skill sets 
including mission planning.

“Basically they’re given a tactical 
scenario where they plan to fly into a 
certain area and they are timed and 
given different limitations to plan 
against to see who can create the most 
viable product,” said Capt. Joseph Carl, 
535th Airlift Squadron weapons officer 
and the C-17 lead planner during the 
Turkey Shoot competition.
Although this kind of competition was 
focused on training, it also served the 
purpose of connecting operators and 
subject matter experts from multiple 
airframes, specialties and units.
“It’s increasing bonds between all 
the different operators that would 
logically work together in the event 
of combat against the same mission 
sets,” said Morell. “That way, we get 
the relationship established ahead of 
time and we’re not trying to forge these 
relationships after a conflict has already 
started.”
The competition also benefited total 
force integration initiatives by allowing 
each organization to work together to 
simulate real world operations.

By Tech Sgt Tarelle Walker

MASTER SGT. WILLIAM MORGAN, 204TH AIRLIFT SQUADRON 
C-17 GLOBEMASTER III LOADMASTER, MONITORS THE OPEN 

RAMP OF A C-17 GLOBEMASTER III WHILE THROWING UP 
THE SHAKA, SOAKING IN A WORLD-CLASS VIEW OF OAHU’S 
STUNNING ISLANDS ON APRIL 2. THE 2025 TURKEY SHOOT 

COMPETITION GAVE LOADMASTERS A CHANCE TO HONE 
CRITICAL AIRDROP PROCEDURES AND CARGO HANDLING 

UNDER REAL-TIME MISSION CONDITIONS. PHOTO BY SENIOR AIRMAN 
CAROLINE STRICKLAND
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“The integration is important because we get to 
see how each squadron operates on a day-to-
day basis and then come together as a wing… 
It’s important to see our limitations, our 
strengths and to see how we can come together 
and achieve something that we wouldn’t have 
been able to achieve by ourselves,” said Carl.
Although the competitive spirit may be 
strong, participants said the larger goal was to 
practice how they play.

“There’s healthy competition, but at the end of 
the day, a lot of the elite warfighters got to the 
position they’re in because they’re inherently 
competitive people and they’re always striving 
to be the best and to make their teams the best 
they can be,” said Morell.
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Hawaii National Guard medical 
professionals completed their fourth 
annual Tactical Combat Casualty 
Care exchange with partners from 
the Armed Forces of the Philippines 
at Camp O’Donnell from May 
18-30.

This Subject Matter Expert 
Exchange was facilitated by the State 
Partnership Program and helped 85 
medical and non-medical personnel 
develop critical life-saving skills.

For the first time, this continuation 
has been escalated by qualifying 
an AFP instructor corps to teach 
follow-on courses, a significant step 
toward developing a standardized 
medical training curriculum aligned 
with U.S. standards.

The training program was tailored 
to support AFP participants at the 
Peacekeeping Operations Center, 
which is responsible for preparing 
personnel for United Nations 

peacekeeping missions, with a 
focus on stabilizing volatile regions 
through military strength.

"This initiative has been greatly 
enriched by the collaboration 
between the Peacekeeping 
Operations School, the 
Peacekeeping Operations Center 
and Subject-Matter Experts from 
the Hawaii National Guard through 
the Joint United States Military 
Assistance Group-Philippines,” said 
Philippine Army Maj. Gen. Pedro C. 
Balisi Jr., Armor Pambato Division 
commander. “Their invaluable 
insights and shared commitment 
to advancing combat casualty 
care have deepened the training 
experience, fostering an exchange 
of best practices that will elevate 
our operational capabilities to new 
heights."

The two-week SMEE was divided 
into two five-day programs. From 
May 18-22, Hawaii National 

Guard staff trained 36 AFP nurses 
and training managers as TCCC 
instructors, equipping them to 
deliver future courses. The 20-
module curriculum covered 
hemorrhage control, airway 
and breathing management, 
shock recognition, hypothermia 
prevention, eye injuries, fractures, 
burns wound treatment and more. 
Training included lectures, hands-
on practice, and videos, culminating 
in a mass casualty field exercise on 
the fifth day to validate instructor 
readiness.

From May 26-30, the newly 
certified AFP instructors taught 
49 members of the AFP’s Quick 
Reaction Force, including Army 
Rangers, infantry, artillery, 
and combat engineers, with 
HING medics evaluating their 
performance. The QRF acquired 
critical combat life support skills, 
ensuring readiness for potential 

By Tech Sgt John Linzmeier

Hawaii Guardsmen, Philippine Armed Forces 
Unite for Annual Medical Exchange

'In combat, you get one shot to save a 

life, and that’s the standard we train 

for—operators who never freeze, 

who seize every moment to save as 

many lives as possible.'

-Maj. Sanders Sandoval
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deployments in peacekeeping 
and combat operations. The week 
ended with another mass casualty 
exercise, testing participants’ ability 
to practice their skills in realistic 
combat scenarios.

Each week’s field training exercise 
FTX replicated combat zone 
stresses, with participants assigned 
roles as patients, medics, security 
teams, or litter teams navigating 
complex terrain.

The multinational instructor team 
incorporated intense simulated 
stressors, such as explosive charges, 
patients inflicted with photo-
realistic injuries, while under attack 
from a hostile ambush, giving the 
students a sense of multi-directional 
chaos. This immersive approach 

rigorously tested TCCC skills, 
honing trainees' ability to deliver 
rapid, life-saving responses under 
the heat of a contested battle space.

"One of the most critical lessons 
TCCC imparts is conditioning 
medics to keep treating patients 
under extreme pressure,” said U.S. 
Air Force Maj. Sanders Sandoval, 
154th Medical Group Detachment 1 
TCCC officer-in-charge. “Amid the 
chaos of gunshots, IEDs and intense 
yelling, we saw high performers 
staying focused, treating patient 
after patient. In combat, you get 
one shot to save a life, and that’s the 
standard we train for—operators 
who never freeze, who seize every 
moment to save as many lives as 
possible.”

TCCC, a cornerstone of military 
medical training, emphasizes 
combat life support techniques to 
address life-threatening injuries 
before patients are relocated to a 
hospital. It covers Care Under Fire, 
Tactical Field Care, and Tactical 
Evacuation Care, enabling medics 
and non-medical personnel, such 
as infantry and combat engineers, 
to significantly reduce fatalities in 
conflict zones.

This milestone event highlighted 
the Hawaii National Guard’s 
dedication to mutual learning and 
interoperability with the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines, equipping 
participants with essential combat 
life support skills for both combat 
and peacekeeping missions.

“Marking 25 years of the Hawaii-
Philippines State Partnership,” said 
Sandoval, “we are committed to 
fostering a sustainable model for 
medical training and evacuation 
capabilities. Through shared goals, 
our leaders and warfighters strive to 
grow together, aspiring to integrate 
advanced TCCC techniques into 
standard operating procedures to 
prepare for future challenges.”

By certifying AFP instructors 
and training the Quick Reaction 
Force, this TCCC Subject Matter 
Expert Exchange strengthened 
the partnership, fostering trust 
and advancing a shared vision 
of readiness for United Nations 

peacekeeping and regional security, 
ensuring both forces are prepared 
to save lives in high-pressure  
environments.
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On May 26, service members 
across Hawaii gathered at the 
National Memorial Cemetery 
of the Pacific, known as Punch-
bowl, to honor fallen POW/
MIA service members during 
the Mayor’s Memorial Day 
Ceremony. The solemn event 
united joint service members, 
state officials, and Hawaii Air 
National Guard leadership in 
a shared tribute to those who 
made the ultimate sacrifice.

The HIANG’s Royal Guard, a 
ceremonial unit rooted in Ha-
waiian tradition, played a key 
role by presenting the colors 
alongside a joint honor guard. 
The Royal Guard, inspired by 
the historical guard of the Ha-
waiian monarchy, symbolizes 
respect and heritage, perform-
ing with precision to honor the 
fallen.

Dignitaries laid wreaths to 
commemorate the POW/MIA 
service members, a gesture 
symbolizing remembrance 
and gratitude for their sac-
rifice. The ceremony culmi-
nated in a powerful four-ship 
Missing Man formation flown 
by F-22 Raptor pilots from the 
HIANG’s 199th Fighter Squad-
ron. This aerial tribute, where 
one aircraft peels away from 
the formation, represents 
the absence of those lost or 
missing in action, serving as a 
poignant salute to their endur-
ing legacy.

Memorial Day Tribute Memorial Day Tribute 
at National Memorial at National Memorial 
Cemetery of the pacificCemetery of the pacific

By SrA Roann Gatdula
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The 204th Airlift Squadron played a vital role 
in VALENT 25, a critical validation exercise 
held at Patrick Space Force Base and Cape 
Canaveral Space Force Station, Florida, show-
casing their expertise in supporting human 
spaceflight rescue operations. The 204th 
AS, as part of the Hawaii Air National Guard, 
demonstrated their unique responsibility to 
maintain readiness across the Pacific and 
Atlantic Oceans, ensuring rapid collaboration 
with partner units to recover space travelers 
in the event of an unplanned capsule splash-
down.

During VALENT 25, the 204th AS deployed a 
C-17 Globemaster III to support a simulated 
launch pad abort and ascent abort scenario, 
with a space capsule landing miles offshore 
in the Atlantic Ocean. Working in close coor-
dination with pararescuemen from the 306th 
Rescue Squadron and aircraft from Helicopter 
Sea Combat Squadron 26, the 204th AS facili-
tated the air-drop of essential equipment near 
the capsule. This enabled pararescue teams 
to parachute into position, execute swift as-
tronaut recovery operations, and safely trans-
port the astronauts to the USCGC Joshua 
Appleby for their return to Cape Canaveral.

The exercise highlighted the seamless in-
tegration between the 204th AS, Air Forces 
Space, First Air Force Detachment 3, and 
NASA, reinforcing the critical role of inter-
agency collaboration in human spaceflight 
support. The 204th AS strategic positioning 
and operational precision ensure they are 
ready to respond to contingencies anywhere 
in the world, safeguarding astronauts with 

unmatched expertise.

VALENT 25 highlights the 204th AS commit-
ment to mission readiness and their pivotal 
contribution to joint spaceflight support ca-
pabilities, ensuring the safety and success of 
space exploration missions.pueospueos

PracticePractice
Rescue skillsRescue skills

Courtesy Photos

www.154wg.ang.af.mil   •   July 2025   •   KŪKĀʻILIMOKU  |  1716  |  KŪKĀʻILIMOKU  •  July 2025  •  www.154wg.ang.af.mil



By Tech Sgt Nicholas Brown

A Hawaii Air National Guard  Airman was recently 
honored for her extraordinary work as an Emergency 
Medical Services dispatcher, demonstrating how her 
military training and dedication to service extend 
beyond her role in the HIANG.
 Tech. Sgt. Kaleolani Souza, the NCO-in-charge of 

Security Forces in the 298th Support Squadron, was 
recognized for her vital role in saving the life of a 
55-year-old Kaneohe man who went into cardiac 
arrest on February 8th. Souza, a state-certified and 
nationally registered paramedic and internationally 
certified Emergency Medical Dispatcher with the 
City and County of Honolulu Emergency Medical 
Services, has proudly served in the department for 
15 years.
 On that day, Souza’s quick thinking and calm 

demeanor were critical. She not only activated first 
responders but also guided the man’s loved ones 
through CPR over the phone until help arrived. 
First responders were able to regain a pulse at the 
home and the man has since made a full recovery.
Souza was honored as part of "National Public 

Safety Telecommunicators Week" for her life-saving 
actions.
"Being calm is, I think, a huge thing and I try to 

treat everybody as though if they were my family 
members," Souza explained. "I would want that 

same care, compassion, and understanding to be 
portrayed over through the phone."
Souza's dedication to service is evident in both her 

civilian and military roles. She joined the Hawaii 
Air National Guard in 2007, shortly after graduating 
high school. "I developed an interest in the military 
after 9/11," Souza said. "I remember my Papa telling 
me stories about his experiences as a kid watching 
the attack on Pearl Harbor. I was also inspired by my 
father’s service in the Navy and my older sister, who 
joined the HIANG a few years before me. Ultimately, 
I wanted to be part of something bigger than myself, 
make my family proud, protect the people I love, 
and build a strong foundation for my future."
 When asked what was going through her mind as 

she saved the life of the man who was going into 
cardiac arrest, Souza responded, "I try to treat every 
patient and caller as if they were my own family. In 
those critical moments as a dispatcher, my focus is to 
provide clear instructions, remain calm, and ensure 
that the appropriate resources are responding. 
Ultimately, I feel it was the effort of family that truly 
saved their loved one. I was just there to guide and 
support them through it."
Souza emphasizes the synergy between her 

military training and her civilian career. "From 
the beginning and throughout my military career, 

298298thth Air Defense Group Airman  Air Defense Group Airman 
saves life as EMS Dispatchersaves life as EMS Dispatcher

we are expected to embody the Air 
Force Core Values: Integrity First, 
Service Before Self, and Excellence 
in All We Do. These values have 
carried over into every part of my 
civilian career. Military training has 
provided me with additional tools 
to stay composed under pressure, 
lead effectively, and remain 
mission focused even in high-stress 
situations."
Recently, Souza reaffirmed her 

commitment to the HIANG by 
reenlisting. “I reenlisted because 
I genuinely love serving in the 
Hawaii Air National Guard. I want 
to lay a strong foundation for 
future Airmen and leave behind a 
legacy my daughters can be proud of.  
The HIANG has provided me with 
invaluable experiences, opportunities 
for growth, financial stability, and a 
profound sense of pride."
Maj. OBier, who administered Souza's 

oath of reenlistment, expressed immense 
pride in her accomplishments. "I saw her 
segment on the news and was so proud 
to see her achievement and recognition. 
Tech. Sgt. Souza is a servant leader in 
our unit and in her full-time career. 
She is a consummate professional 
that brings the right attitude and 
mindset even to stressful situations. 
As we saw in her EMS dispatch 
achievement, Tech. Sgt. Souza’s care 
for others and for Hawaii makes her 
special."
Souza's dedication to her 

community, both in her role as an 
EMS dispatcher and as a member 
of the Hawaii Air National Guard, 
exemplifies the spirit of service 
and commitment that defines the 
HIANG. 

As an Emergency Medical Services dispatch operator, Tech. Sgt. 
Kaleolani Souza is committed to aiding those in response to 
emergencies, providing calm and critical guidance to save lives. Her 
dedication to service reflects her role as a Security Forces defender 
in the Hawaii Air National Guard, where she protects her community 
with steadfast resolve. Honored during National Public Safety 
Telecommunicators Week for her life-saving actions, Souza embodies 
the Air Force Core Values of Integrity First, Service Before Self, and 
Excellence in All We Do, seamlessly blending her civilian and military 
roles to make a profound impact on those she serves. Courtesy Photo
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FIGHTERFIGHTER
INTEGRATIONINTEGRATION

Six F-15 Eagles and approximately 120 Airmen 
from the 173rd Fighter Wing at Kingsley Field in 
Klamath Falls, Ore. journeyed across the Pacific 
Ocean to Joint Base Pearl Harbor- Hickam, 
Hawaii to participate in exercise Sentry Aloha.

Designated Sentry Aloha 25-2, this exercise 
took place April 8-17. Sentry Aloha brought 
together six different locations from across the 
country to include members all the way from 
Australia.

Sentry Aloha is an exercise built around Dissim-
ilar Air Combat Training, which provides pilots 
with the ability to engage in combat scenarios 
against aircraft with different capabilities and 
performance. Training against dissimilar air-
frames forces pilots to adapt to unpredictable 
engagements, which test their ability to utilize 
their platforms strengths while exploiting their 
enemies weaknesses.

Team Kingsley Airmen worked directly with the 

ExecutedExecuted
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Sentry Aloha 25 -2 
BRINGS THE HEAT

 Photos by Tech Sgt John Linzmeier

 Story by Master Sgt Daniel Reed



Hawaii Air National Guard's 154th Wing and 
the 19th Fighter Squadron to play Red Air  and 
Blue Air  with their F-22 Raptors. This game of 
cat and mouse allows both sides to hone their 
skills while flying with other airframes that 
are not stationed alongside one another.

“When we bring together fourth and fifth 
generation fighter aircraft it is key to provid-
ing Air Force pilots with real world situations 
while testing their personal capabilities to 
better prepare to fight against any given air-
craft, said Maj. Derek Kear, 173rd FW Sentry 
Aloha project officer. Our presence provided 
robust red air threat replication that they are 
unable to produce organically from within 
their squadron.

He went on to add that the F-15s delivered 
invaluable basic fighter maneuver training 
replicating high off boresight heat threat, 
meaning threats that are at a long distance 
and out of direct visual range.

During Sentry Aloha, the F-15s were able to 
complete more than 190 flying hours and 79 
sorties, without any major maintenance issues 
during the exercise.

The professionalism and capabilities of the 
Airmen working in maintenance was pivotal 
to the continual sortie generation during the 
exercise, said Major Eric McDaniel, 173rd FW 
maintenance officer in charge. This is a very 
impressive feat when working with an aging 
aircraft nearing the end of its life span and is 
a testament of the skills and talents our main-
tainers bring to the table. 

Alongside the training flights, approximately 
21 Airmen also had the opportunity to partic-
ipate in familiarization flights in the backseat 
of the F-15 Eagles to include members of the 
154th Wing. This experience allowed Airmen 
who performed excellent work throughout the 
year to experience firsthand the fruits of their 
labor in the flight of a lifetime over the tur-

quoise waters of the Hawaiian Islands.

It is amazing to witness firsthand, the efforts 
from airmen behind the scenes to repair and 
get the aircraft back on the flying schedule 
for the next sortie is unbelievable,  said Mc-
Daniel. “To get some of the maintainers in 
the back seat of the D-models, and give them 
an opportunity to experience a flight, was 
awesome to see the excitement and emotions 
on their faces after landing. 

McDaniel was quick to applaud the team 
effort that went into accomplishing Sentry 
Aloha.

Our team is the best and it shows as what we 
are preparing for with the F-15 sunset is a 
once in a generational event, said McDaniel. 
It is somewhat melancholy knowing this our 
last time taking the F-15's to Sentry Aloha, 
but it was amazing to see how well the air-
craft handled with the high sortie generation 
operations tempo against the F-22's. 

Members of the 225th Air Defense Squadron 
sharpened their war-fighting skills during 
exercise Sentry Aloha 25-2 a two week-long 
large-scale training event at Joint Base Pearl 
Harbor-Hickman, Hawaii from April 8-17. This 
exercise brought together Air National Guard 
battle management teams from five states, 
4th and 5th generation fighter aircraft, and 
allied partners for advanced air combat sce-
narios over 20 exercise events.

A key highlight of this iteration was the 
rare integration opportunity with the Royal 
Australian Air Force's E-7A Wedgetail. The 
airborne early warning and control platform 
brought additional command and control 
capabilities that complemented the battle 
management architecture. For Airmen of the 
225th Air Defense Squadron, this collabora-
tion provided invaluable exposure to coali-
tion tactics, techniques, and procedures.
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Members of the Hawaii Air National Guard’s 
109th Electromagnetic Warfare Squadron, 
based at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, 
played a pivotal role in advancing multina-
tional collaboration during African Lion 2025 
by delivering cutting-edge electromagnetic 
warfare expertise and hands-on training to 
enhance joint readiness with African part-
ners. African Lion 2025 (AL25), U.S. Africa Com-
mand’s largest annual joint exercise, brings 
together 41 nations and approximately 10,000 
U.S. service members from April 14 to May 23. 
Taking place across Ghana, Morocco, Senegal, 
and Tunisia, the exercise features integrated 
training in airdrop, airlift, close air support, 
aeromedical evacuation, and advanced 
space and electronic warfare operations. 
From their home station in Hawaii, the 109th 
Electromagnetic Warfare Squadron brought 
specialized skills to AL25, leading a critical 
two-day live demonstration of the Night Owl 
Electromagnetic Support System in Agadir, 
Morocco. This hands-on training provided 
Moroccan forces with practical experience in 
employing EW systems in real-world oper-
ational scenarios, strengthening bilateral 
ties and operational interoperability. 
SPACEFOREUR-AF greatly expanded its support 
this year, increasing from one day of space 
academics for AL24 to nine days of academics 

in AL25. SPACEFOREUR-AF personnel completed 
six days of Space-EW Academics lessons, cov-
ering more than 30 hours of instruction for 
30 Moroccan Royal Armed Forces students, 
including 10 officers and 20 enlisted members 
from the Moroccan Army and Navy. The ses-
sions in Agadir, Morocco, included contribu-
tions from a Moroccan Royal Armed Forces EW 
officer who delivered six hours of lessons, 
further enhancing bilateral collaboration. 
The academic phase concluded with a presen-
tation on the Tactical Surveillance, Recon-
naissance, and Tracking program (TacSRT) by 
Tech. Sgt. Anson Monestime, a space opera-
tions noncommissioned officer participating 
in the exercise. TacSRT, developed by Space 
Systems Command, is a cutting-edge capabil-
ity that leverages a network of commercial 
vendors to deliver rapid, mission-relevant 
products through the Global Data Market-
place. The program allows small businesses 
to compete for quick-turn contracts, offering 
cost-effective and adaptable solutions for 
operational needs. Monestime also delivered 
the TacSRT presentation to students in the 
Geo-spatial Intelligence Course, broadening 
its reach and showcasing the program’s ver-
satility.“Our goal here is to show how com-
mercial space-derived and fused information 
can directly support operations, especially 
disaster response operations,” Monestime 
said. “It’s a privilege to be here representing 
our Space Component and sharing these tools 
with our African partners.”In preparation 
for AL25, Monestime utilized TacSRT to map a 
simulated natural disaster evacuation route 
for U.S. embassy personnel in Morocco. This 
training scenario highlighted the program’s 
ability to generate unclassified, shareable 
products that improve coordination with 
host-nation forces.“Using TacSRT, we demon-
strated how to fuse fully shareable opera-
tional planning products, change detection, 
and AI-analyzed social media feeds to support 
timely decision-making,” said Col. Galen Ojala, 
SPACEFOREUR-AF Director of Operations. “It’s 
fast, affordable, and shareable with our 
African partners.”By integrating advanced 

tools like TacSRT and delivering world-
class training, SPACEFOREUR-AF, with key 
contributions from Hawaii’s 109th Electro-
magnetic Warfare Squadron, is setting new 
standards for multinational collaboration 
and joint readiness. These efforts ensure 
U.S. forces and their partners are prepared 

to respond to a variety of challenges, 
shaping the future of contingency planning 
and crisis response operations across 
Africa.

109th EWS Showcases EW Skills 109th EWS Showcases EW Skills 
at African Lion 2025at African Lion 2025    
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 By U.S. Air Forces in Europe - Air Forces Africa

 Photos by Sgt. 1st Class Jessica Forester



On June 10, 2025, the 154th Wing of the Hawaii Air National Guard celebrated the opening of 
its new Low Observable Composite Repair Facility at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam with 
a ribbon-cutting ceremony. Maj. Emilio Placencia, commander of the 154th Civil Engineer 

Squadron, and Maj. Raynell Anes, commander of the 154th Maintenance Squadron, had 
the honor of cutting the ribbon, commencing the facility's operational phase.

The facility is designed to maintain the stealth coatings on the 154th Wing's F-22 
Raptor fleet, ensuring the aircraft's radar-evading capabilities to support air 

superiority and national defense. It incorporates an environmentally friend-
ly fire suppression system, free of harmful chemicals, prioritizing Airmen 
safety and environmental sustainability. Built for longevity, the facility has 
a designed lifecycle of 50 years, with a planned assessment at the 25-year 
mark to evaluate potential extensions.

"This is definitely a special day and a significant milestone for the 154th 
Wing," Placencia said. He noted challenges during construction, including 

COVID-related disruptions and changes in fire suppression requirements. 
The successful turnover of the 3rd Bay is a testament to the dedication and 

teamwork of everyone involved. "Collaboration with base partners and subject 
matter experts was critical, with a focus on balancing cost, functionality, and 

preventative maintenance. We emphasize preventative maintenance discussions during 
design to maximize the facility's lifecycle and minimize long-term costs," Placencia 

added.

Maj. Anes highlighted the facility's strategic role‚ "The new Low Observable Composite 
Repair Facility represents a significant strategic investment that will directly enhance 
the 154th Wing's mission readiness and airpower generation capabilities," she said. 

The 154th Wing's fleet of F-22 Raptors, among the most advanced fighters in the U.S. Air 
Force, is maintained by a unique organizational structure. The 154th Wing is distinctive as 
the only Air National Guard unit serving as the active associate in a Total Force Inte-
gration (TFI) partnership with active-duty counterparts, specifically the 15th Wing. This 
collaboration blends the expertise of Guard members and active-duty Airmen to maintain 
the F-22s, ensuring seamless mission execution in the Indo-Pacific region.

Aircraft maintenance is performed by a mix of full-time Airmen and drill-status Guard 
members, who balance their military duties with civilian careers. These part-time Airmen, 
often working as engineers, teachers, or business professionals, bring diverse skills to 
the mission, ensuring the F-22s remain mission-ready during monthly drills and annual 
training. This dual-role commitment enhances the Wing's operational flexibility while 
fostering a unique blend of military and civilian expertise.

Anes emphasized the broader vision for resource utilization. "While not every single 
resource might seem ‚critical‚ at first glance, our approach is to treat every resource as 
a potential force multiplier," she said, noting the Wing's focus on teamwork and continu-
ous improvement to maximize aircraft availability.

The new facility strengthens the 154th Wing's ability to reduce maintenance downtime, in-
crease F-22 availability, and support U.S. defense objectives, reinforcing its critical role 
in maintaining air dominance in the Indo-Pacific.

NEW f-22 Lower observable hangar
 By Tech Sgt John Linzmeier
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Story by Tech Sgt John Linzmeier

Photos by SrA Roann Gatdula Photos by Staff Sgt Robert Cabuco
On May 4, during our Drill Weekend, the 154th Regional Support Group (RSG) 

celebrated two significant milestones: the promotion of Lt. Col. Mariko 

Boone to Colonel and her assumption of command during an inspiring Change 

of Command ceremony. 

These achievements highlight Col. Boone’s exceptional career and set the 

stage for a dynamic future for the RSG.Col. Boone’s promotion to Colonel 

recognizes her outstanding leadership and dedication. 

From her distinguished Air Force ROTC graduation to her command of the 

154th Communications Squadron and 298th Support Squadron, she has earned 

prestigious honors, including the 13th Air Force’s Company Grade Officer of 

the Year. 

Brig. Gen. Kristof K. Sills, 154th Wing commander, noted, “This promotion 

isn’t simply a recognition of past performance, but is a testament to her un-

wavering dedication, exceptional leadership, and the Air Force’s confidence 

in her ability to perform at the next level.”

As the new commander of the 154th RSG, Col. Boone leads a one-of-a-kind 

group in the Hawaii Air National Guard (HIANG), with units spread across four 

islands. She succeeds Col. Kathy Fallis, whose leadership drove remarkable 

achievements, such as the 292d Combat Communications Squadron’s response 

to the 2023 Lahaina wildfires and the activation of two electromagnetic 

warfare squadrons. Congratulations, Col. Mariko Boone, on 

your well-earned promotion and new command!  

We look forward to your leadership as you guide the 

154th RSG to new heights of excellence.

203RD  Air Refueling SQUADRON 203RD  Air Refueling SQUADRON 

change of command CEREMONYchange of command CEREMONY

154th Regional Support Group 154th Regional Support Group 

holds change  of commandholds change  of command

In a proud moment of heritage and tran-
sition, Lt Col Carrie Hironaka passes the 

guidon to Lt Col Koani Lau during the 203rd 
Air Refueling Squadron Change of Command 

ceremony. 
As part of the Hawaii Air National Guard, 

the 203rd ARS is tasked with providing rapid 
global mobility through in-flight refuel-

ing operations—extending the range, reach, 
and persistence of U.S. and allied aircraft 

around the world. 
Mahalo to Lt Col Hironaka for her steadfast 

leadership, and congratulations  
to Lt Col Lau as he takes command. 
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154154thth  Security Forces  Security Forces  
DARK ARMS TRAININGDARK ARMS TRAINING

The 154th Security Forces Squad-
ron crushed a six-day exercise 
during their June 'Super Drill." 
Airmen tackled Area Security 
Operations, enduring rugged 
field conditions and an overnight 
holdout.

The grand finale? Precision fire-
arms training in pitch-black con-
ditions, wielding primary duty 
weapons through night vision 
goggles.

From ruck marches to setting up 
overnight shelters, this grueling 
drill pushed our Defenders beyond 
their comfort zones, forging critical 
skills for contested environments. 
Squad leaders stepped up, honing 
leadership under pressure.

This training ensures our Mission 
Ready Defenders are locked, 
loaded, and ready to answer the 
call-anytime, anywhere.

Photos by Tech Sgt John Linzmeier
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CERFP Exercise Evaluation: CERFP Exercise Evaluation: 
United in Strength, Ready United in Strength, Ready 

for the Missionfor the Mission

On April 9, the 93rd Chemical, Biological, Ra-
diological, Nuclear, and High-Yield Explosive 
(CBRNE) Enhanced Response Force Package 
(CERFP) conducted a powerful Combined Exer-
cise Evaluation at the 29th Brigade Readiness 
Center in Kapolei. Army and Air National Guard 
teams, including members of the Hawaii Air Na-
tional Guard’s 154th Medical Group Detachment 
1, united to showcase their life-saving expertise. 
The 154th MDG Det 1 is comprised of skilled 
medical professionals and first responders, 
many of whom apply their life-saving expertise 
in their civilian careers, further enhancing their 
readiness for critical missions. 

Together, they demonstrated proficiency in 
triage response, patient reconnaissance, trauma 
treatment, command and control, communica-
tions, and fatality search and recovery.

Held every three years, this rigorous evalua-
tion certifies our readiness to support domestic 
CBRNE operations across Hawaii. This year’s 
training incorporated critical lessons and best 
practices from the 2023 Maui Wildfire response, 
strengthening our ability to respond effectively 
when lives are on the line. Together, we remain 
mission-ready, committed to protecting our 
communities with skill and resolve.

Photos by SMSgt Mysti Bicoy
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There's No Place Like HOPEThere's No Place Like HOPE
By Dr. Yumi K. Panui, DSW, LCSW, CSAC

In the Wizard of Oz story, the 
characters traverse down a yellow brick 
road. The journey is full of adventures 
and obstacles and failures and successes. 
Imagine that life is your yellow brick 
road and we each have our own road 
to travel. Just like the story, our paths 
are not always straight, there are many 
twists and turns, some twists and turns 
are predictable, and you are able to 
prepare, and some are sudden and 
unpredictable. The journey in the story 
is about growth and self-discovery. 
When the characters reached what they 
thought they were seeking on their 
yellow brick road journey, the main 
character in the story realized, that she 
could click her heels and with her belief 
get back home. She had been longing 
for that place of peace and comfort and 
she realized that she had the ability to 
find that place of longing all along. No 
matter where you might be on your 

path, and what you might be facing on 
your journey, take a moment to remind 
yourself that there is no place like hope.

HOPE allows us to Heal from the 
things that hurt us.

HOPE creates Openness for all the 
experience life may bring.

HOPE gives a sense of Purpose to 
know why we are on the journey.

HOPE fosters the Endurance we need 
to traverse and stay on our yellow brick 
road.

So, click your heels together, and 
take a few deep breaths, and remind 
yourself…

There’s no place like hope

There’s no place like hope

There’s no place like hopeSCAN HERE
TO MAKE A CHANGE



We want to hear from you!
We're seeking innovative ideas and

Recommendations from our Airmen

to drive positive change across the

organization. Whether it's a solution

to a challenge you've faced or a

concept for improving our

processes, we want to hear about

it. Our subject matter experts are

available to provide guidance and

support throughout the submission

and review process. By sharing

your ideas, you can help shape the

future of the HIANG and create

lasting change that benefits our

entire team. Submit your ideas

today and let's work together to

make a positive impact!

Your Ideas Matter: Be the Change with

the PONO Proposalthe PONO Proposal
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July is here and it’s time to celebrate 
Independence Day! As we celebrate 
the Fourth of July, many things come 
to mind – fireworks, family gathering, 
beach BBQ grilling with kalbi short-ribs, 
teriyaki chicken, hamburgers, hot dogs, 
and let’s not forget the rice! Our hearts 
swell with gratitude for the freedoms we 
enjoy as Americans—freedom of speech, 
worship, and the pursuit of happiness. 
These freedoms are not cheap; they’ve 
been secured and preserved through 
the courage and sacrifice of those in 
uniform—people like you!

Serving in the military, you understand 
the price of freedom. You’ve trained, 
sacrificed time with family–missing 
out on kid’s sports games or even their 
Junior and Senior proms; all the while 
by standing in harm’s way to protect the 
nation you love. Your service is a powerful 
reflection of love! In the Bible, John 15:13 
states, “Greater love has no one than this, 
that one lay down his life for his friends.”

Freedom is not free, and it comes 
with a price! It is a reminder that the 
liberties we enjoy, including spiritual 
freedom, come at a cost. It reflects the 
sacrifices made by service members past 
and present, the responsibility we carry 
to protect and those freedoms, and the 
ongoing commitment to defend not just 
physical safety, but the values–like faith, 
expression, and dignity–that define a free 
society. Before we lay our head each night, 
take the time to reflect on the simple 
things we sometimes take for granted, 
and to be grateful for the freedoms we 
have.

May God Bless America!

By 1st Lt John Ross Robles

Chaplain Robles

An Airman's An Airman's 
FreedomFreedom

This edition of The Kuka`ilimoku is dedicated to the late Staff Sgt. 
Robert Cabuco, our esteemed lead designer, who took the helm of 
this publication and mentored our staff with his exceptional layout 
expertise throughout his distinguished career in the HIANG.
His profound impact and talent were formally recognized in 2016, 
when he redesigned the publication’s layout to the timeless style it 
retains today, earning him a major award from the National Guard 
Bureau for news publication design.
There are countless ways to describe Rob, but if one word cap-
tures his essence, it is ‘selfless.’ Everything he did was for the 
benefit of others—his cherished family, his colleagues, and 
all those he held dear.
He took immense pride in service, pouring his heart 
into every shared moment. Rob's family was the cor-
nerstone of his life, fueling his relentless work ethic 
and grounding his endeavors.
A rare blend of talents, he masterfully fused STEM 
expertise with artistic flair, creating innovative 
and beautiful work. Rob delighted in mentoring, 
sharing his methods with enthusiasm and gener-
osity, always encouraging others to unlock their 
potential.
 His time with the Hawaii Air National Guard 
was a beloved outlet for connection, where he 
brought warmth and energy to drills, turning routine 
gatherings into joyous reunions full of genuine camara-
derie, warm embraces and a deep sense of unity.
Rob's resilience was extraordinary—juggling demanding 
careers and family responsibilities while preserving his 
playful curiosity and sharp sense of humor. When chal-
lenges arose, his presence brought levity and assurance, 
turning daunting tasks into opportunities for growth 
and discovery. Rob’s generous spirit and playful energy 
will endure in the ways we support and uplift one 
another.
During his final drill weekend, SSgt. Cabuco devoted 
his last hours with the team to one of his greatest 
passions—leading an insightful training session that 
inspired members to embrace creativity and push 
their boundaries.
Mahalo nui loa, Staff Sgt. Robert Cabuco, for the 
profound impact you’ve left on our lives. Your 
boundless spirit and selfless heart will forever be 
cherished. We are deeply blessed to have had you as 
part of our ohana, and your legacy will continue to 
inspire and live on in our hearts. Aloha ‘oe.
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