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Martin Luther King honored Jan. 20 
"It may get me crucified. I may 

even die. But I want it said even if I 
die in the struggle that 'He died to 
make men free.'" 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.-1.962 

Federal employees will recognize 
the anniversary of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr.'s birth on Jan. 20 with a 
newly scheduled federal holiday. 
King's birthday actually falls on 
Jan. 15, however, the holiday will 
be observed on the third Monday in 
January. 

King, a winner of the Nobel Peace 
Prize, is the first American who was 
never president to be honored with a 
national holiday. 

A brilliant student, he skipped grades 
and entered Atlanta's Morehouse Col
lege at the age of 15. He received his 
bachelor's degree and entered Crozer 
Theological Seminary in Pennsyl
vania when he was 19. 

At the seminary, King found him
self in an integrated school for the 
first time in his life. There he gradu
ated first in his class and became the 
first black president of the student 
body. He later attended Harvard Uni
versity and received his doctorate in 
philosophy from Boston University. 

King was born in Atlanta on Jan. 
15, 1929 to a family with deep relig
ious traditions. Both his father and 
grandfather were pioneers in the bat
tle for equal rights. His father, Martin 
Luther King Sr. began the fight for 
equal salaries for black teachers and 
his grandfather, A.O. Williams, was 
one of the first heads of the Georgia 
Chapter of the NAACP. 

King received his elementary edu
cation in the Atlanta public schools. 

In 1954 he became pastor of the 
Dexter A venue Baptist Church in 
Montgomery, Ala. King entered the 
civil rights movement when he was 
elected president of the Montgomery 
Improvement Association. The group 
was initially formed to improve condi
tions for blacks on Montgomery's Jim 
Crow bus lines. During that time 
Crow was noted for his mistreatment 
and prejudice against blacks. 

The group's intentions soon be
came national headlines and placed 
King under public' scrutiny. For the 
next twelve years he became involved 

in marches, sit-ins, demonstrations 
and negotiations that eventually 
abolished the racist Crow institutions 
of the South. Through this movement 
King helped to open new economic 
doors to blacks. 

to relieve moral injustice to blacks 
was killed by an assassin's bullet 
1968 at the age of 39. The bullet p 
an end to King's dreams and hls ci 
rights fight but left the country wi 
a dedication for peace and equali 
for all men of all nations. As King began to form new ideas 

Electronic meetings bridge an 800-mile gap 
Imagine a face-to-face conference with 

someone at Headquarters AMC without having 
to fly to Washington. By the end of March this 
will be possible. Not only with headquarters, but 
with the other AMC major subordinate 
commands. · 

A video-teleconferencing center is now being 
constructed in the former Frank A. Abel 
Conference Room in Bldg. 390, third floor. 
Identical centers are being built at the Aviation 
Systems Command, St. Louis; Troop Support 
Command, St. Louis; Communications
Electronics Command, Fort Monmouth. N.J.; 
Depot System Command, Chambersburg, Pa.; 
Laboratory Command, Adelphi, Md.; Missile 
Command, Redstone Arsenal, Ala.; Tank
Automotive Command, Warren, Mich.; and the 
Test and Evaluation Command, Aberdeen 
Proving Ground, Md. 

For security purposes the conference room is 
constructed with one-inch thick metal walls. 
This will prevent video and audio signals from 
being picked up outside the room. The center 
will also have secure telephone lines, self
contained heating and air conditioning units 
plus smoke and fire detection equipment. The 
entrance is a vault door with a combination lock. 

The room is designed to accommodate six 
persons at the conference table with seating 
available for others behind the table. Each of the 
teleconferencing rooms within the network are 
identical in detail with the exception of the 
tables. Room sizes or shapes have required some 
variations in table configurations, but this is the 
only difference. 

Conference participants will be able to meet 
with distant conferees at two or more sites 
within the IO-location network through satellite 
transmission. Five voice-actuated cameras will 
not only allow participants to view one another 
but all information being presented such as 
vugraphs and charts. The chairman of each 
conference will choose what is shown. The 
presenter and the chairman can view each other; 
however, other participants will see only 
whatever the chairman selects. 

.,al screens will allow for two different 
images to be projected at the same time. 
Focusing could be either on the person speaking, 
the person being addressed or the infonnation 

Video teleconferencing production specialist Roy 
Culley adjusts the picture in the new video teleconfer
encing center in Bldg. 350. The center will be linked to 

being discussed. A control panel located in front 
of the chairman will allow for all of these 
variations. An electronic blackboard will also 
project information written at one site to an 
identical system at the receiving end. 

Network control will be at AMC with as 
many as three simultaneous broadcasted 
conferences possible. Top priority, of course, will 
be given to AMC Commander Gen. Richard 
Thompson and his commanding generals at the 

-major subordinate commands. 
All work for the teleconferencing center is 

being done through a Department of Defense 
contract with AT&T Information Systems 
being the prime contractor. AT&T will be 
responsible for all the hardware and its 
maintenance. The government i~ leasing all the 

Army Materiel Command headquarters and other 
major subordinate commands within AMC. 

equipment needed to operate the centers with 
the option to buy any time during the first 10 
years. 

In addition to the convenience of having the 
centers - no travel orders to cut, no time spent 
in transit - use of the center is expected to 
reduce travel expenses by IO percent. Besides 
time and money, enhanced productivity and 
improved command communications are 
expected benefits. 

When the system begins broadcasting, AMC 
will become the first operational network in the 
Department of Defense. Representatives from 
the Air Force, Navy and Joint Chiefs of Staff 
will be watching to see if teleconferencing should 
be expanded within DoD to save strategic and 
tactical requirements. 
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