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Safety Element for 
fiscal year 2025

Lost Day Case Rate: 0.79
Award Goal: 0.95

*Lost time injuries for fiscal 
year 2025 are three. There 
are zero lost time injuries for 
June 2025.

*Recordable injuries for fis-
cal year 2025 are 10. Record-
able injuries is zero for June 
2025.

*Pine Bluff Arsenal days with-
out a lost time injury is 118.

*Pine Bluff Arsenal days with-
out a recordable injury is 95.

*Estimated hours worked 
without a lost time injury: 
342,442.

PBA celebrates Army’s 250th birthday

Pine Bluff Arsenal celebrated the U.S. Army’s 250th Birthday 
with three cake cuttings June 12. One was held with the Work-
force at the Directorate of Ammunition Operations (above left), 
one was held with the Workforce at the Directorate of Chemical 
and Biological Defense Operations (above right); and one was 
held at the Arsenal’s Creasy Auditorium (top photo). Arsenal 
Commander Col. Collin K. Keenan cut cakes at all three loca-
tions. 

U.S. ARMY PHOTOS BY HUGH MORGAN

A 250th Army Birthday cake 
cutting was also held June 11 

at Pine Bluff Arsenal’s Child 
and Youth Services. 

Photo located on Page 3.
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This newsletter is an authorized publication for members of the 
U.S. Army. Contents of the Arsenal Sentinel are not necessarily 
the official view of, or endorsed by, the U.S. Government, De-
partment of Defense, Department of Army or Pine Bluff Arsenal. 
It is published monthly - digitally/print. http://www.pba.army.mil

Col. Collin K. Keenan

AR 360-1 is the regulation that governs the release of public 
information.

This includes what to release and how to release it to the pub-
lic, non-releaseable subjects, and items that need to be clearned 
through public affairs channels prior to release. The Public Affairs 
Program is the overall responsibility of the Arsenal commander.

Only the commander and his designated representatives are 
authorized to speak for the Pine Bluff Arsenal. The PAO acts as 
the liaison between the media and the installation.

However, employees are encouraged to speak to civilian pro-
fessional groups on matter in which the individual has personal 
knowledge and expertise. This should be coordinated with PAO. 
They shouldn’t comment on military matters that are beyond their 
knowledge. Classified information won’t be discussed.

Army Regulation 360-1

A Farewell Message from
the Installation Commander

To the exceptional Civilian 
Workforce of Pine Bluff Arse-
nal,

Over the past 27 months, I 
have had the distinct pleasure 
of serving as your command-
er of this incredible organi-
zation. I’ve learned so much 
about what it means to be an 
Arkansan. Friendly, truthful, 
hardworking, resilient, and 
dedicated are just a few words 
that come to mind.

It is with deep apprecia-
tion and respect that I take this 
moment to recognize each of 
you —the 550 dedicated pro-
fessionals who stand as the 
backbone of our operations. 
Your expertise, commitment, 
and tireless efforts ensure we 
meet the critical mission of 
providing support to our na-
tion’s defense.

Each day, you demonstrate 
a level of excellence that de-
fines what it means to serve. 
Whether in production, logis-
tics, safety, or innovation, your 
contributions strengthen our 
capabilities and safeguard the 

readiness of those who depend 
on us. You are not just em-
ployees — you are an essen-
tial force in ensuring national 
security.

Your hard work, adaptabil-
ity, and perseverance in the 
face of challenges does not go 
unnoticed. Through teamwork 
and dedication, you continue 
to elevate Pine Bluff Arsenal’s 
reputation and impact. Your 
service matters, your contri-
bution shapes our future, and 
your professionalism reflects 

the highest standards of excel-
lence.

I’m excited to spend more 
time in Minnesota with my 
wife and children, and I’m also 
excited for the opportunity 
provided to Col. Matthew C. 
Mason. He arrives with a tre-
mendous reputation through-
out the Chemical Corps and 
Army. He is certainly the right 
person to serve as your next 
commander. 

I want you to know your 
efforts make a difference. It 
has been a tremendous honor 
to lead such a distinguished 
Workforce, and I am proud to 
have stood alongside you in 
our shared mission. Thank you 
for all that you do, your service 
is truly appreciated today and 
always! 

With gratitude, 
COL Collin K. Keenan, 
Pine Bluff Arsenal’s 
41st Commander
“Be All You Can Be 
and This We’ll Defend” 

U.S. Congressman visits PBA

Pine Bluff Arsenal hosted a visit June 16 with U.S. Representative Bruce Westerman from the 
fourth congressional district in Arkansas. Yancey Kyle, Field Representative, Kensey Feather-
ston, Communication Director, Crystal Dunn, VA and Military Affairs Representative, Isabel Da-
vid, Legislative Director and Cody Burkham, District Director, from Westerman’s staff, were also 
in attendance. The focus of the visit was to provide Congressman Westerman with information 
about the Army’s ongoing transformation efforts, and the installation’s role in supporting future 
modernization priorities. U.S. ARMY PHOTO BY HUGH MORGAN
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PBA’s CYS celebrates 250th Army birthday!

Pine Bluff Arsenal’s Commander Col. Collin K. Keenan and Directorate of Morale, Welfare and 
Recreation Billy Ray Ashcraft cut the Army Birthday cake during a ceremony June 11 at the Ar-
senal’s Child and Youth Services Center. The center celebrated the Army’s 250th birthday which 
fell on June 14 a few days early. U.S. ARMY PHOTO BY HUGH MORGAN
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Hough takes command of RFAAP

Pine Bluff Arsenal Commander Col. Collin K. Keenan passes the guidon to Lt. Col. Marie Hough 
during a change of command ceremony at Radford Army Ammunition Plant in Virginia June 5. 
Hough replaces Lt. Col. Adrien Humphreys. U.S. ARMY PHOTO BY CHERYL AVERY

By Matthew Wheaton, 
Joint Munitions Command, 
Public and Congressional 
Affairs

RADFORD, Va. — The 
Radford Army Ammunition 
Plant has a new commander.

Lt. Col. Marie Hough ac-
cepted the responsibilities 
during a change of command 
ceremony on June 5, and she 
replaces Lt. Col. Adrien Hum-
phreys.

Hough’s assignment before 
taking command of RFAAP 
was as the Chief of Operations 
for the 20th Chemical, Biolog-
ical, Radiological, and Nuclear 
Command, Aberdeen Proving 
Ground, Md.

In 1997, Hough began 
her Army career. Ten years 
later, Hough commissioned 
through Officer Candidate 
School at Fort Benning, Ga., 
and her initial assignment as 
a Chemical Officer was with 
the 2-17th Cavalry Regiment 
at Fort Campbell, Ky., where 
she deployed as the Squadron 
Chemical Officer in support of 
Operation Enduring Freedom 
from 2007-08. 

Two other past assign-
ments include Commander, 
Intelligence and Sustainment 
Company, U.S. Army Europe, 
Heidelberg, Germany; and 
Commander Direct Commis-
sion Course, 3-11 Infantry 
Battalion, OCS, Fort Benning, 
Georgia.

“Marie has completed 
multiple command level, and 

operational chemical, biologi-
cal assignments since her com-
missioning,” said Col. Collin 
Keenan, the commander of 
Pine Bluff Arsenal. “Likewise, 
her civil and professional mil-
itary education, coupled with 
her expertise and leadership 
at various levels of command, 
has unquestionably prepared 
her to lead Radford Army Am-
munition Plant.

“Marie, you have a very 
important mission ahead of 
you,” added Keenan, who of-
ficiated the ceremony. “By 
diligently focusing on estab-
lishing priorities, empowering 
your new team, and fostering 
a positive and winning mind-
set among the workforce, I’m 
confident you will build upon 
the incredible reputation Rad-
ford enjoys in this community 
and throughout our Army to-
day.”

Hough has earned a Master 
of Science in environmental 
management from Webster 
University, St. Louis, Mo., and 
a Bachelor of Arts in political 
science from Chaminade Uni-
versity of Honolulu, Hawaii.

“I believe our strength as 
an organization is deeply in-
tertwined with the strength of 
our community. We are not 
separate entities, but rather 
vital parts of the same fabric,” 
Hough said. “As we move 
forward, I am committed to 
fostering strong relationships, 
actively participating in com-
munity initiatives, and ensur-

ing our presence is a positive 
and supportive force for all.”

RFAAP, a subordinate in-
stallation of JMC, provides 
America’s warfighters with su-
perior performing propellants, 
energetics, and munitions to 
enable engagement and de-

struction of targets with total 
confidence.

JMC provides the joint 
forces with ready, reliable, 
and lethal munitions at the 
speed of war, sustaining global 
readiness. JMC is the logistics 
integrator for life-cycle man-

agement of ammunition and 
provides a global presence of 
technical support to combat 
units wherever they are sta-
tioned or deployed.

PBA’s AO
Honors Keenan

for Service
Pine Bluff Arsenal’s Direc-
torte of Ammunition Opera-
tions presented PBA Com-
mander Col. Collin K. Keenan 
with a plaque June 9 at a spe-
cial lunch they held for him at 
the AO cafeteria. 
Keenan will relinquish com-
mand July 10, and is retiring 
from the U.S. Army.

U.S. ARMY PHOTOS
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EAP Corner

Courtesy of Pine Bluff Arsenal Army Substance Abuse Pro-
gram/Employee Assistance Program Office

Summer is a wonderful time for outdoor activities with family 
and friends. For many people, a day at the beach, on the boat, or 
at a backyard barbecue will include drinking alcoholic beverages. 
Drinking impairs both physical and mental abilities, and it also 
decreases inhibitions, which can lead to tragic consequences on 
the water, on the road, and in the great outdoors. 

During the hot summer months, it can be tempting to crack 
open an ice-cold beer to cool off at a cookout, at a pool party, or 
on a boat ride. But drinking too much alcohol in hot weather can 
set you up for dehydration and even heat illness. 

How alcohol affects your body
When you’re out in the heat, your body temperature will usual-

ly increase. This causes your blood vessels to dilate, which makes 
you more susceptible to fainting. And if you’re not well-hydrated, 
this can increase your risk of heat illness even more.

When you add alcohol to this mix, it can make matters worse.
Alcohol slows the production of the body’s antidiuretic hor-

mone (ADH). This causes you to urinate more frequently and lose 
even more fluid. Losing fluid from drinking alcohol and being de-
hydrated from the heat creates a compound effect that can cause:

• Dizziness
• Nausea
• Dry mouth
• Loss of coordination
• Confusion
• Heat illness
• Heat stroke
Some people mistake these signs for intoxication, but they 

may be the result of dehydration. Being intoxicated and dehydrat-
ed is dangerous because it can lead to poor judgment, risky behav-
ior and accidents from a lack of coordination and mental clarity. 

Drinking in the heat also increases your risk of heat illness.
Being in the heat and drinking alcohol makes it hard for your 

body to regulate its temperature effectively.  This can lead to heat 

Dangers of drinking 
alcohol in the 
summer heat

cramps from the loss of water 
and salt and even heat stroke, 
which can lead to organ fail-
ure.

Here are tips to stay safe 
in the summer heat:

• If you’re going to a party, 
drink plenty of water before, 
during, and after the event.

• Eat a meal before drink-
ing alcohol. Having food in 
your stomach will help slow 
the absorption of alcohol.

• Eat hydrating foods. This 
includes fresh fruits and veg-
etables, such as salad, water-
melon or fruit popsicles with 
little to no added sugar.

• Alternate alcoholic bev-
erages with water. For every 
adult beverage you have, drink 
an eight to 12-ounce glass of 
water.

• Watch your serving sizes. 
A serving size of alcohol is 12 
ounces of beer, five ounces of 
wine or 1.5 ounces (one shot 
glass) of spirits like rum, vod-
ka, gin, tequila or whiskey.

• Limit caffeinated drinks. 
Most caffeinated drinks are 
diuretics, meaning they cause 
the body to lose water. This 
includes caffeinated soda, cer-
tain teas, energy drinks, and 
coffee. Stick to decaf or water 

instead (Beal, Lena, 2025).
You don’t have to give up 

your favorite drinks this sum-
mer. Just pay attention to your 
body, stay hydrated and drink 
responsibly.                    

Pine Bluff Arsenal’s Army 
Substance Abuse Program/
Employee Assistance Pro-
gram, staff are here to help. We 
offer you a safe and confiden-
tial place to discuss concerns, 
challenges, and strategies for 
managing difficulties in your 
life.  We are located in Build-
ing 13-040 and can be reached 
at 870-540-3094. The Care 
line number is (870) 550-2653.

Pine Bluff Arsenal’s Army Substance 
Abuse Program/Employee Assistance 
Program Office hosted a mammo-
gram and prostate sceening event 
June 12. ASAP/EAP’s Paula Smith 
(photo above) poses with health ed-
ucators from UAMS during the event. 
Kevin Bradley (photo right) also with 
ASAP/EAP, signs up for a screening.

U.S. ARMY PHOTOS BY HUGH 
MORGAN
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PBA Commander recognized by local community
By Rachel Selby

A community recognition program was held June 17 at the 
White Hall Community Center for Pine Bluff Arsenal’s Com-
mander Col. Collin K. Keenan. The event was hosted by the 
White Hall Military Affairs Advisory Committee. 

White Hall Mayor Noel Foster, Jefferson County Judge Ger-
ald Robinson, Pine Bluff Mayor Vivian Flowers and David Beck, 
White Hall senior alderman and chairman of the White Hall Mili-
tary Affairs Advisory Committee attended the event.

“Thank you for taking the time out of your busy day to attend 
this farewell program honoring Col. Keenan,” said Larry Wright, 
consultant wth the City of White Hall. “We have a series of pre-
sentations and thank you’ s. After those conclude, we will have an 
open mic for anyone who has remarks.”

Foster thanked everyone for being there. 
“I would like to welcome the Arsenal team. As a community, 

we appreciate everything you do, and the Arsenal is important to 
national security,” he said. “Both communities – Pine Bluff and 
White Hall – have focused our attention on the Arsenal and its 
future.”

Foster said from the first moment he met Keenan he knew he 
was a personal guy. 

“He is a people person. Every invitation we have extended 
to him from the community, he has accepted and participated,” 
he said. 

“I’ve been through a lot of commanders during my career in 
law enforcement and now as mayor for 15 years. I’ve seen a lot 
of them come and go. There have always been those command-
ers that have stood out  - from how they interact with their team 
and the employees. I want to thank Col. Keenan for being that 
person.”

Foster presented Keenan with a special certificate for Public 
Recognition and Proclamation from the Office of the Mayor.

David Beck presented Keenan the “Arkansas Traveler” recog-
nition (an honorary title bestowed on those who serve as a good-
will ambassador for the state), which is given to individuals who 
are generally not from the state.

“In the state of Arkansas, we are known for being hospitable 
and gracious to people. This recognition is given to those who 
have made a great contribution to our state. We feel like you qual-
ify. You have been an absolute joy to work with these past two 
years,” said Beck. “We wish you the best in all things.”

Beck also presented Keenan with a wooden Arkansas flag, 
signed by the mayor and other representatives from the White 
Hall Military Affairs Advisory Committee. “We just wanted you 
to have a special memento from this community,” he said. “We 
are so grateful for everything.”

Robinson expressed his thanks for the invitation. 
“To the Arsenal personnel, we certainly appreciate your ser-

vice, everything you do for this community and this county,” he 
said. “Col. Keenan, during my tenure we have had several com-
manders come to the Pine Bluff Arsenal. Few stick out as impres-
sionable. Since you arrived, you have shared who you are with us, 
and we are thankful. You have certainly been an inspiration, and 
we will miss you. You are a commander who I will never forget.”

Flowers said she loves serving the City of Pine Bluff.
“It is always an honor to get to meet people you’ve never met 

before who represent servant leadership you haven’t seen before,” 
she said. 

“Automatically when I met him I was impressed by his vi-
brant energy. I asked him what he was going to do in his retire-
ment, and he said he was going to teach junior high school. That 
is servant leadership, and he said it like he was honored to do this. 
I knew his heart in five minutes.”

She thanked Keenan for his service to the country, to the com-
munity, to the Arsenal and to the Armed Force. 

“I was serious when I asked him not to go,” said Flowers. “I 
am happy for you and congratulate you.”

During his remarks, Keenan spoke from the heart.

“As I drove up to the White 
Hall Community Center, the 
thing I thought about is trees, 
leaves and roots. Trees are 
central to what they can do in 
producing life. We often look 
at trees and say we like the 
leaves on the tree,” he said. 
“Leaves will blow away in the 
fall and they regrow, but what 
truly stands out are the roots. 

You don’t get to see them, but 
they hold the tree together.”

The leaders here in this 
community – White Hall, Pine 
Bluff and Jefferson County – 
these are truly leaders who are 
roots, said Keenan. 

“They do this out of their 
heart,” he said. “I hope I have 
been able to be that kind of 
leader for all of you. My chal-

lenge to you…are you rooted 
or are you a leaf? 

Think about that and what 
you do each day. Are you there 
for the temporary or are you 
there to set the foundation to 
make the organization great? 
What can you do to be a root? 
The root is holding the struc-
ture up and makes the leaves 
beautiful.”

Top photo, from left, White Hall Mayor Noel Foster, Pine Bluff Mayor Vivian Flowers,  
Pine Bluff Arsenal Commander Col. Collin K. Keenan and Jefferson County Judge 
Gerald Robinson pose for a photo after Keenan was presented with an Arkansas 
Traveler certificate during the recognition ceremony.
Bottom photo, David Beck, White Hall senior alderman and chairman of the White 
Hall Military Affairs Advisory Committee, presented PBA’s Commander Col. Collin K. 
Keenan with a wooden Arkansas flag signed by Mayor Foster and other members of 
the committee as a special token from the community. U.S. ARMY PHOTOS BY HUGH 
MORGAN
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PBA’s Wayland speaks to teachers at science summit

Marcia Wayland with Pine Bluff Arsenal’s Directorate of Risk Management and Regulatory Affairs 
speaks with science teachers at a professional development workshop in Arkadelphia, Ark., June 
4. U.S. ARMY PHOTO

By Rachel Selby
Marcia Wayland, chief of 

the monitoring division, with 
Pine Bluff Arsenal’s Director-
ate of Risk Management and 
Regulatory Affairs, got the 
opportunity to speak June 4 to 
science educators at the K-12 
STEAM Safer Science Sum-
mit 2025 at Arkadelphia, Ark. 

The event was a week-long 
professional teacher develop-
ment event, touted online as 
“an immersive event focused 
on enhancing the understand-
ing of government and state 
lab safety regulations, and the 
compliance with and imple-
mentation of safety protocols 
within STEAM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Art 
and Mathematics) education 
environments.

“I was there for a half day 
to speak,” said Wayland, who 
spoke to approximately 30 
teachers from various high 
schools from around the state. 
“There were a few middle 
school teachers there but most-
ly high schools. I talked to 
teachers from Prescott, Beebe, 
Little Rock, Arkadelphia, Hot 
Springs…all over the area.”

Wayland, who is from 
Sherwood, Ark., said she talk-
ed about her background and 

working within various labo-
ratory environments with the 
group, and how her degrees 
got her to PBA. 

“I received my Bachelor of 
Science from the University of 
Louisiana at Monroe. My de-
gree is toxicology with a minor 
in chemistry,” she said. “Then 

I took an odd turn and earned 
my master’s degree in forensic 
science at the University of Al-
abama-Birmingham. I did all 
kinds of things in toxicology 
and was a DNA analyst for a 
long time.”

At that point, she started 
looking for another career 

path. “I was from Arkansas; I 
knew about the Arsenal. A po-
sition opened, and I landed it,” 
said Wayland.  “Now, I’m an 
environmental chemist.”

She said the teachers were 
split into three groups, and she 
was asked to talk with each 
group about how her career 

supports the Arsenal’s mis-
sions. 

“I didn’t realize before this 
event, but school labs often 
have a lot of old chemicals, 
including hazardous ones,” 
said Wayland. “I spent a little 
time talking about chemical in-
ventories, Safety Data Sheets 
(SDSs), proper chemical stor-
age and safe chemical dispos-
al. I emphasized the need for 
printed SDSs and inventories, 
instead of just having them on 
the computer.”

Grants are also given to the 
schools to assist in the costs of 
proper chemical disposal. 

“I had so much fun talking 
to these teachers,” said Way-
land. “I talk to the science 
teachers at my own children’s 
high school a few times a year. 
Teachers pay attention more 
than the students do most of 
the time. I love talking about 
science.”

During the summit, Way-
land said the teachers asked 
lots of good questions. 

“They said they are always 
trying to give their students 
options when they ask why 
they had to learn about science 
and how it can benefit them in 
a future career – other than be-
ing a doctor,” she added. “You 
can do a lot more with science 
than you think.”

CB Employees of the Month

Pine Bluff Arsenal’s Directorate of Chemical and Biological Defense Operations has announced 
its Employees of the Month for March, April and May 2025 by Jason Fullen, Chief of the Produc-
tion Division for CB.

(Pictured left) Rodney Lagrone was selected as the March Employee of the Month. Lagrone 
works in the ICEMP production area. He possesses a positive can-do attitude and is recognized 
by his peers. Lagrone is a role model working towards mission execution.

(Pictured center) Deloris Webb was selected as the April Employee of the Month. Webb works in 
the Textiles and Protective Clothing production area. She is a role model and ensures a quality 
product is delivered on time every time.

(Pictured right) Evelyn McArthur was selected as the May Employee of the Month. McArthur 
works in the ICEMP production area. She is a positive, can-do employee who works towards 
mission execution of a quality product for our men and women in uniform.

U.S. ARMY PHOTOS BY HUGH MORGAN
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DPW Spotlight

(Top photo right) Brad Dobbins, Mark Brown, William Ives, 
Zachary Harbison and Spencer Silvey, all with Pine Bluff Arse-
nal’s Directorate of Public Works, Operations and Maintenance 
Division, work on a water leak in front of the Arsenal’s Fire De-
partment.

(Top photo left) Scotty Bridges and Brad Kennedy work to re-
pair the leak.

(Photo above bottom left) Scott Bridges, William Ives, Darren 
Edwards, Mark Throneberry, Brad Baugh and Brad Dobbins 
work to repair the leak.

U.S. ARMY PHOTOS BY CAITLIN THOMAS, DPW

Donuts with Dads
Pine Bluff Arsenal’s 
Child and Youth Ser-
vices hosted a Donuts 
with Dads event June 5 
in the CYS Gym.
The event was held to 
recognize and honor all 
the PBA fathers, broth-
ers, uncles, grandfa-
thers and cousins be-
fore Father’s Day June 
15.
U.S. ARMY PHOTOS BY 
HUGH MORGAN
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PBA Color Run 2025

Pine Bluff Arsenal’s Morale, Welfare and Recreation held a Color Run 5K 
June 7. Even though there was a delay to the start of the event due to 
weather, the run was a fun and successful event.

Volunteers, like T’shena Kirk, Latisha Goins and Rachel Selby, threw color 
on participants at various stages of the run; PBA’s Fire Department pro-
vided a water station; and pizza was provided to all following the event.

PBA Commander Col. Collin K. Keenan and MWR Director Billy Ray Ash-
craft even got in on the event and were doused with color by the end.

MWR wishes to thank everyone for coming out, being patient with the 
weather, and participating in a fun event for the installation.

U.S. ARMY PHOTOS BY HUGH MORGAN
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ASAP/EAP participates in various events

Pine Bluff Arsenal’s Army Substance Abuse Program/Employee Assistance Program recently 
participated in a series of impactful community outreach events. During a local Field Day (pic-
tured above) for children, the ASAP engaged with young participants through fun activities while 
educating them on the harmful effects of tobacco on the body. In observance of Gun Violence 
Intervention (GVI) Go Orange Day, the ASAP joined efforts to address youth substance use and 
gun violence prevention by sharing vital information on the dangers of alcohol and vaping. ASAP 
also participated at a recent Community Health Fair, and partnered with wellness advocates to 
emphasize the importance of both mental and physical well-being. These outreach efforts reflect 
ASAP’s ongoing commitment to building resilient communities through education, prevention, 
and support. U.S. ARMY PHOTO-ASAP-EAP


