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Yoshihiko Fukuda, mayor of lwakuni City, Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force
Rear Adm. Ichiro Ishikawa, commander of Fleet Air Wing 31, and U.S. Marine
Corps Col. Richard Rusnok Jr., right, the commanding officer of Marine Corps
Air Station Iwakuni, walk down the street outside the main gate of MCAS
Iwakuni during the joint leadership walk at Iwakuni, Japan, Dec. 13, 2024.
The participating leaders from MCAS Iwakuni, lwakuni City, and Fleet Air
Wing 31 toured Iwakuni city, answered questions from the press, and spoke
to citizens and local business owners, strengthening relationships between

the local and on-base communities. Photo by Cpl. Colin Thibault

“Kintai” is the quarterly magazine issued
by Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni,
for the local Japanese in Iwakuni City,
to highlight MCAS Iwakuni's roles

and obligations under the Treaty of
Mutual Cooperation and Security. This
publication is authorized by the United
States Marine Corps, however, it may
not always reflect the official views or
opinions of the U.S. government or the
U.S. Department of Defense.
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U.S. Navy F-35C Lightning Il pilots assigned to Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 147, Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 5, return to Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Nov. 17, 2024. Photo by Sgt. Isaac Orozco
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Families of U.S. Sailors with Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 27, Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 5, run towards their Sailor at Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Nov. 17, 2024. Photo by Cpl. Peter Rawlins

=—FEE
Famllles await the return of U.S. Navy pilots assigned to Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 147, Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 5, at
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan Nov. 17, 2024. Photo by Sgt. Isaac Orozco
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Famﬂy members and friends
gathered at Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni, Japan, to welcome
home personnel assigned to Carrier
Air Wing (CVW) 5 on Nov. 17, 2024.

The air wing's aircraft and
personnel returned to MCAS
Iwakuni following their forward
deployment aboard USS George
Washington (CVN 73), where they
conducted operations to maintain
air superiority and provide all-
weather offensive air-to-surface
capabilities in support of a free and
open Indo-Pacific region.
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U.S. Sailors with Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 27, Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 5, walk to their families after returning to Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Nov. 17, 2024. Photo by Cpl. Peter Rawlins

14|

uELct}HE Hﬂ” E‘,L

20245:]51 1HI7EI %5@&%@@ (CVW 5) ¥195¥£E§Iﬁl¥ﬂ§ﬁ% (VFA 195) m}ﬁm:kﬁi;i&wﬁ ’éf#‘BbUtﬁ‘B\ A%
BFBRES, EE. 7Py oA OXI=5FE

Families hold signs while awaiting their reunion with U.S. Navy Sailors assigned to Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 195, Carrier
Air Wing (CVW) 5 at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Nov. 17, 2024. Photo by Sgt. [saac Orozco
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U.S. Navy Lt. Cmdr. Braden Millel A
Wing (CVW) 5, and a Virginia nai |v, e
Photo by Sgt. Isaac Orozco
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EETEER Path of the Samurai

aEERFAILD MCAS Iwakuni Chapel
FER DB ZE(E Maintains Historical Trail

M/ g RS Ef ze B Y fe [k B L ifEEE L 2024 .S. Marines and Sailors from Marine Corps Air

F1THSH VLR R OMEIE A E AR | OB fi i Station Iwakuni hiked the historic "Iwakuni

FNCSINUTz, COTEETERNIE2019ICHEFO NS Old Road," a place that was named as one of the 100

DJE FE NEIEN T BRI IRIGITTH %, = EEHBR 5 historical roads of Japan by the Agency for Cultural

EFEH T )L ORI RS A R S CHI 2550 3E Affairs in 2019, Nov. 5, 2024. The Marines and

JIC AWK S TEEARZ L LI MEEER LTz, Sailors visited the site during a community relations

event hosted by the chapel, in which they removed
GH:TY2 T4 R—hR  gvergrowth and debris from the road.

Photos by Cpl. Colin Thibault
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Volunteers from the Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni chapel and local maintenance

Katsuhiko Fujimori, left, leader of cleanup and maintenance for the “Old Samurai Path”,
explains the route up the trail before a cleanup and maintenance of the “Old Samurai Path”

in Tada, lwakuni, Japan, Nov. 5, 2024.

personnel for the “old samurai path” climb the trail during cleanup and maintenance in
Tada, lwakuni, Japan, Nov. 5, 2024.

2025 Spring

R (/Y R




EEEMBEE R
HHEEEEDOVICEN

RIS HTT20244 11 A3HICHME S NI H L

FBEODIC, KA Ef e oM B A . g
HIT, R DS Uz, &3 55 T T m E RO 2
& T=H1%, 1010 & T2 Hids o g th 72 BB U 7B
IEBAITHNCSINL ST D@D 2 0 5Tz,

B~ T For o MR

U.S. Marines and Sailors
Participate in the Nanao Festival

.S. Marines, Sailors, and personnel from Marine

Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, participated
in the Masuda Nanao Festival, at Masuda City, Japan,
Nov. 3, 2024. MCAS Iwakuni personnel paraded
through the streets of Masuda City wearing samurai
armor to celebrate the local history with roots dating

back to the 10th century.
Photos by Lance Cpl. Dahkareo Pritchett
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' Friendship Relay Marathon 2024 at the Atago Sports Complex in
Iwakuni, Japan, Dec. 1, 2024. i
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Members of the “The Fellowship” relay costun
2024 Iwakuni Friendshi on at th
Dec. 1,2024. ¢
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Iwakuni, Japan, D

Iwakuni
Friendship Relay
Marathon 2024
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ip Relay Marathon 2024 run behind
) Sports Complex in lwakuni,

Members of the Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni and local
communities participated in the Iwakuni Friendship Relay Marathon
2024, at the Atago Sports Complex in Iwakuni, Japan, Dec. 1, 2024. The
Friendship Relay Race is an annual event hosted by Iwakuni City to
continue building a strong and everlasting friendship with the community,
and engage in friendly competition with each other.

Photos by Sgt. Randall Whiteman
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THROWBACK TO

TORII TELLER

March 20, 1987 Vol. 32, No. 11

Torii Teller was the weekly newsletter published at MCAS
Iwakuni from the 1950’ to 2005.
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A day of seslng-dotble
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It was a day of ssang double--
the Julian date was T070. As the
clock approached 1414 hours,
twin F-4 Phantoms taxied to the
runway for a routing mission.
This sortie, however, wis every-
thing but normal for two pilots in
one of the airernft,

Captains Pat and Terry Sul-
livan recently accomplished soma
thing wentical twins seldom
achiove in & lifetime--flying the
anme Marine fighter aircraft.
They are coincidentally stationed
here together as part of the six-

month Unit Deployment Program.

Fat as & lighter pilot assigned
to Marine Fighter Attack Squad
ron 312 and Terry an attack pilot
assygned bo Marine Attack
Squadron Z14.

The natives of Santa Clara,
Calif., took separate roads to
sucerss upon graduation from
high school in 1977, Pat recemed
an NROTC scholarship to the

University of California at Berke-
ley and Terry attended San Jose
State Universily under the
Platoon Leader's Class program.

During college both lad the
groundwaork lor pursuing theire
life-bong dreams of baing Marine
avintors. After graduation, bath
attended The Basic School at
Quantico, Va., graduating in
Decomber 1981, and subsequent-
Iy, pilot and jet troining schools.

The twin aviators woere ala-
tioned together at MCAS Yuma,
Ariz..--Pat with VMFAT-100 and
Torry with VMAT-102, Although
thoy wore slationed togeiher,
they never flew in the same air-
craft or against each other in
aerial mansuvers.

Both pilots have since achioved
high-recognition within their
rospeclive avialion community.

Capt, Terry Sullivan (left) receives a briefing from his H--_nn'm]' frrire,
Capt. Par Sullivan before a first-ever [Tght in the same airera)t.

Terry for a kop in his F-d_

Torry nttended the Wien pons and
Tacties Instructor course for
pilots at Yuma, Ariz., and Pat
has attended the famed “Top
Gun® Navy Fighter Weapons
School at Naval Air Station,
Miramar, Calif.

While serving as the airirames
officer for the VMFA-312 Check-
erboards, Pot had requested and
received permission to take Terry
for a hackseal ride in “his® F-4.
It wasa the first timae the two had
ever flown togelher simce jt:lil'l'ill.ﬁ
the Corps.

The Might in the F-4 was a uni-
gua experience for Terry. "It
was a great ride. The F-4 15 0
great airplane, [ wish the back
soat had a stick nnd throtles,™
gaid Terey . The WTI officer for
214 was comparing Lthe twin-seat

Capt. Pat Sullivan (pilot) prepares to fake identicel tuin brother

fighter with his single-seat attack
plarms,

On the day before, however,
both pilots did meet in the skies,
Terry in an A-4M Skyhawk
apgainst Pat in an F-4 Phantom
in n simulnted aerial doglght.

“It was a dissimilar (Lwao dil-
[erent types of aireraft) air-to
air fight,” Pat said. *The F-4
won, but it's supposed to in that
unvironmenl.” The A-4 is & supe-
rior aireralt when it comes Lo
air-to-ground mansuvers,

When the Corps makes the final
transition of F-4s to FrA-18s,
amd A-4s to AV-BBs, the twin
avialors may nol be attached Lo
the same squadron, but they
could be competing agninst each
other once again as twin sons
from different squadrons.

Taords Telk * Moreh 20, 1987 7
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Christmas Tree
nghtlng Ceremony

N |/ B e e 202448 12 H 7H L f4E Marlne Corps Air Station Iwakuni hosted its
BloZI A< AV — AT XD B E N Tz, annual Christmas Tree Lighting ceremony
CORIT — e —WBR L, ERERECREE L E on Dec. 7, 2024. The base opened its gates to local
ICZ < OHEF R SATRICS Uz, community members who joined service members
2T S A & s T RN B R 0D HJE 05 5% and their families for the festive occasion.
INTA—RVANLERESEFIERTIT4ET During the event, both base residents and local
AL R T = — XV DEPRZHRD FP & an‘h:'"}g” community members came together to enjoy
MESSHSICEENT, R ;¥ %3, various activities, including food vendors,
" musical performances, and artificial snow,
creating a joyful holiday atmosphere.
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Children hammer rice to make mochi together during a traditional Mochitsuki mochi
pounding event at Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan, Dec. 13, 2024.

2025 Spring

FAW 31 Hosts A Traditional
Mochitsuki Event

leet Air Wing 31 of Japan Maritime Self-Defense

Force hosted their annual Mochitsuki event
at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Dec. 13, 2024.
The event brought Japanese and American service
members and their families together. This event gives
American service members stationed at Iwakuni an
opportunity to experience an aspect of Japanese New
Year celebrations through hands-on participation in

the pounding of mochi.
Photos by Lance Cpl. David Getz

A Japan Maritime Self Defense Force member with Fleet Air Wing 31 helps children make a
shimenawa wreath, during a traditional Mochitsuki mochi pounding event at Marine Corps
Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Dec. 13, 2024.
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A Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force member with Fleet Air N
rice to make mochi during a traditional Mochitsuki mochn pou ge
Air Statl akuni, Japan, Dec. 13, 2024. 3
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The Emerton Brothers

Brothers by Blood, Brothers in Arms

Story and photos by Lance Cpl. David Getz

nswering the nation's call has always

been a proud tradition in many
American homes. Marines having siblings who
also serve in the armed forces is nothing new,
but for the Emerton brothers, their service has
been closer than most.

“We were close before joining, so it made it
that much harder when I joined and realized
that I was going to be away from home; be
away from my brother,” said Gunnery Sgt.
David Emerton, the equal opportunity advisor
for Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron,
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan.

“Me and my brother have always had a
really good relationship. I mean, I'm the oldest,
he's the baby,” David said. “We never really
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butted heads. We didn't have any issues. We
did everything together.”

Gunnery Sgt. David Emerton and Staff Sgt.
Billy Emerton, a flight equipment technician,
with Marine Fighter Attack Squadron (VMFA)
242, Marine Aircraft Group 12, 1st Marine Air
Wing, grew up together in Huntsville, Texas.

“Our mom worked during the day. After school,
my brother and I hung out all the time. We would
come home, make sure we did our homework, and
then we'd spend the entire night playing games,
or we'd go outside to play basketball or football,
wrestle with each other, and go back to laughing
about it,” David said. “We did a lot of things
together back then, all of us, and just spent all of
our time in our little area.”

David, being the older brother, finished
school and dreamt of becoming a professional
bull rider. However, David would follow a
different career path after graduation.

“We were a little too broke to get into bull
riding. I saw the old Marine Corps commercial
of the Marine slaying a dragon with his sword
and thought, ‘that's what I want to be.”

David spoke to a recruiter and enlisted in
the Marine Corps on July 9, 2012.

“Growing up, there's a lot of veterans in our
hometown. Seeing them and reading books
about the military as a kid, seemed kind of
cool,” said Billy. “I'd be lying if I said that my
brother joining wasn't an influence.”

Four years later, Billy followed in his
brother’s footsteps. After enlisting on July
11th, 2016, and completing recruit training,
Billy made it to his first unit at Marine
Corps Air Station Beaufort, South Carolina;
coincidentally, where David was also stationed.

“I've changed my mind so many times. I
went to boot camp, I've changed my mind a
lot about what I wanted to do with the Marine
Corps, whether I wanted to stay in the Marine
Corps or not. My goal was always either make
it to gunny or make it to chief warrant officer
one day,” David said.

David, at the beginning of his military
career, had ambitious goals for himself, staying
in, and climbing up the ranks to make a career
out of the Marine Corps. However, after
spending some time in service, both brothers
began to doubt whether the Marine Corps was
for them.

“I intended on only doing one contract, I
didn't have the best leadership to start off
with, so I was kind of one of those disgruntled

Marines that didn't want to reenlist.” Billy said.

For Billy, attending a residential corporal’s
course offered a new perspective on the Marine
Corps.
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“For the first time, I had been exposed
to good leadership when I attended
corporal’s course,” Billy said. “Some in-depth
conversations with other Marines led to me
reenlisting and seeing a different perspective
on the Marine Corps.”

David, on the brink of getting out of the
Marine Corps, also had a last-minute change
of heart and decided that the Marine Corps is
where he wants to be.

“You know, at one point I thought I was
going to get out. I actually denied reenlistment
when I was at the schoolhouse as a sergeant,
luckily enough, I had a great sergeant major.
She was a fantastic leader, was willing to go to
bat for me,” David said. “I knew I had to make
it a career after that.”

Sgt. Maj. Tracey Nicholson was determined
to help David with his reenlistment going out
her way to constantly ensure his package was
getting pushed up and approved.

"She was calling every two days to find out
where my package was and to get it pushed,
and she single handedly made it happen,”
David said. “I got promoted a week before I
was supposed to get out of the Marine Corps.”

David and Billy being stationed together,
and ultimately deciding to continue their
service together, allowed for them to support
each other and witness the progression of each
other's careers.

“T've been there for a couple of my brother's
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U.S. Marine Corps Staff Sgt. Billy Emerton, left, a flight equipment technician,
with Marine Fighter Attack Squadron (VMFA) 242, Marine Aircraft Group 12, 1st
Marine Air Wing, gives a tour of his workspace to Gunnery Sgt. David Emerton,
equal opportunity advisor for Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron,
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, Dec. 5, 2024.
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promotions. I was able to pin him to sergeant
and Staff Sergeant recently,” David said. “So
being stationed together has been fantastic in
those aspects, because I've been able to see the
progression of his career.”

Being the older brother, David was proud to
get to watch his baby brother grow and develop
himself.

“You can definitely see the growth, you can
definitely see the progression he's made, which
is what's gotten him to the point he's at right
now,” Billy said.

Even though the brothers don't work
directly together they are able to speak to the
Marines under their command and see the
impact they have on their careers.

“I get to hear his Marines talk about him at
his reenlistments and promotion ceremonies,
and just know that he is doing good,” David
said. “So, it has been beneficial to me and
makes me want to continue to do so.”

The impact David and Billy have on their
Marines is ever-present, with both brothers
holding the well-being of their Marines as their
first priority.

“I love being able to see my Marines succeed
and be able to promote them. It's emotional to
me. it makes me happy being able to see them
continue to progress their careers, that's a big
deal to me,” David said.

While David was able to support the
development of his Marines career, having
his brother stationed with him allowed both
of their families to support each other and
continue to grow.

"It's nice seeing him, to watch grow his
family as well, being able to be a part of that,
and all of us being close is good. It's good for
our relationship,” Billy said.

Both brothers continue to come together
to reminisce about the past and keep their
families together through their shared passion
of grilling and smoking meats.

“My father-in-law taught us both how to
do it a long time ago, so it's something that
we both enjoy. So, we do that all the time and
teach each other new recipes and stuff all the
time, little tips and tricks that he's found that I
never knew about stuff like that.” Billy said

Having his brother, not only helped David,
but his family too by having that additional
support for each other's family.

“That's kind of the big thing, having him here
to be able to help my family get through tough
times, luckily my brother was always there,”
David said. “It's always great having him here
for the kids and my wife having the connection
with his wife, it's good for the family.”
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FyIR—IVIBEDF ) T—DHRERELT.  for Spouses Iwakuni Area Kickball Association's
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—LDANY FO—F %78, Fr)T71—BEfED  Slammers Kickball Team and managing social
V=% VA TATDEERE LTS, HIV>7E  media for a charity organization, all while
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raising four boys.
Photos by Lance Cpl. Dahkareo Pritchett
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2024F 118268 1V INI b7y ZDFREX  Juvilyn Garaa, the head coach ofthe MWSS-
TEERXIUNLS. B1EEMZEE. $£12/8 171, MAG-12, 1st MAW, kickball team, poses
ERITAB. $£17178 EMZEEMEZERBDF  for a photo during the October 2024 Impact
YIR—IVF—LDANYRO—F. P28+ Iwakuni award ceremony, Nov. 26, 2024.
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The Impact Iwakuni award was created to recognize those who contribute to our community and improve the livelihood of

dependents, contractors, and service members alike and aboard Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan.
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Club Iwakuni did the hard work to ensure
every Marine Corps ball they hosted
exceeded expectations and raised the

bar for future celebrations. The following
people also received the award for their
parts in leading their respective teams in an

extraordinary manner; Mr. Kiyohisa Shimo,
Ms. Rhemila Castillo, Ms. Hitomi Okazaki, Mr.

Tomoya Muramoto, Ms. Rosario Nomura.
Photos by Cpl. Brian Long

Shimo, Ms. Hitomi Okazaki, Ms. Rhemila
Castillo, Mr. Tomoya Muramoto, Ms. Rosario
Nomura, and Sgt Maj Jody Armentrout, pose
for a photo after the ceremony of Impact
Iwakuni, Dec. 6, 2024.

2024F118268. 1V I\V (77 =D&,  Juvilyn Garcia, center, the head coach of
THRIEPRATLBE—EICEEREIGCS, the MWSS-171, MAG-12, 1st MAW, kickball
B1EEIMEE. £12BERITAB FE17178E  team poses for a group photo with her family
fRZeERRISZ R R DF v 7 R—)VF—LDAY  and friends during the October 2024 Impact
Iwakuni award ceremony, Nov. 26, 2024.
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The Club Iwakunl employees pose for a

group photo after the ceremony of Impact
Iwakuni, Dec. 6, 2024.
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Valeria Jones is incredibly dedicated to
supporting Navy and Marine families through
her work with the Navy Ombudsmen. She
goes above and beyond, not only providing
essential resources and event information,
but also actively identifying challenges
families face and equipping ombudsmen

with the tools to address them.
Photos by Sgt. Randall Whiteman
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Mrs. Valeria Jones, left, is presented the
December 2024 Impact lwakuni award from
Col. Richard Rusnok, second from the right, and
Sgt. Maj. Jody G. Armentrout at MCAS Iwakuni,
Jan. 30,2025.

Mrs. Valeria Jones, center, poses WIth her
friends during the December 2024 Impact
Iwakuni award at MCAS Iwakuni, Jan. 30, 2025.
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VMGR-152 : A CALL TO SERVICE

or decades, Marine Aerial
Refueler Transport Squadron
(VMGR) 152 has been a constant
presence, ready to answer the
call for cargo and troop transport
missions across the globe. From the
islands of the Pacific during World
War II to the sweltering jungles
of Vietnam or the arid deserts of
the Middle East, this squadron
has left its mark. Known today
as VMGR 152 or the “Sumos,” the
unit has evolved through the years
integrating new roles and airframes,
while remaining at the forefront of
Marine Corps operations.

“The primary mission of VMGR-
152 is aerial refueling, for fixed
wing, tilt-rotor, and helicopter
aircraft,” said U.S. Marine Corps
Captain Matthew Williams,

a VMGR-152 KC-130J Super
Hercules copilot and the command
historian, “In addition to this,
VMGR squadrons excel at combat
assault transport, aerial delivery,
aviation-delivered ground refueling
operations, battlefield illumination,
casualty evacuation, as well as
search and rescue.”

Flying the multi-role, multi-
mission, tactical tanker/transport
KC-130dJ Super Hercules
affectionately nicknamed the
“Herc,” VMGR-152 plays a vital
role in supporting the Marine Air
Ground Task Force and its mission
readiness; however, the unit’s

20245F2R1M B 74V EV N\ FATHDOESE7ZREEMICE LT, 71 Y EVBBIURFERRK

contributions extend far beyond
operational achievements.

As the only forward-deployed
VMGR squadron, VMGR-152 holds
a unique position, meeting critical
logistical needs across the vastness
of the Pacific Ocean.

“Our KC-130dJs bring a unique
ability to transport people and
cargo to different islands around
the Pacific,” said Capt. Williams.
“This is a challenge that stateside
units don’t have due to the
availability of roads and trucks.”

Whether supporting United
States Special Operations
Command (SOCOM) with joint
training or providing humanitarian
aid and disaster relief (HADR),
VMGR-152 consistently rises to the
occasion. In one notable instance,
the squadron rapidly mobilized to
assist in the aftermath of severe
flooding in Mindanao, Philippines.

“In less than 48 hours, VMGR-
152 had 2 KC-130J’s conducting
HADR with the transport of food
and water,” said Williams. “Over the
following days, 2 crews were able
to move 472,300 pounds of cargo to
support the people impacted by the
severe flooding and storms.”

The Marines of VMGR-152,
as much as they are dedicated
to improving themselves in their
mission and personal lives, put just
as much if not more dedication into
giving back to their community.

UNIT FEATURE

Story by Cpl. Brian Long

From taking part in hosting large
events such as Friendship Day, to
smaller events such as unit tours
for local children.

“One memorable experience |
had was giving a group of Japanese
orphans a tour of the squadron
and showing them around our
planes,” said Lance Cpl. Alexander
Leknes, a KC-130J Super Hercules
loadmaster. “As a military brat who
‘grew up’ on a flight line so to speak,
I remember what an impression it
made on me being given such tours,
so I really wanted to make it a
memorable experience.”

VMGR-152 also emphasizes
cultural exchange and mutual
respect between the base and
community. Many Marines actively
participate in local festivals, tours
and events to immerse themselves
in Japanese culture.

“Attending these events shows
the locals that we respect their
traditions and view Iwakuni as our
home while we're here,” said Leknes.

Through their dedication to both
their operational duties and their
role as community ambassadors,
VMGR-152 demonstrates that
they are more than just a tactical
asset. Whether teaching about
their mission, learning from their
host community or volunteering
to make a difference, the Marines
of VMGR-152 demonstrate a deep
commitment to service.

2024552}%1 1B 70V E NG ATHOESE7ZEEMICE VT HSBUMREEORERITRE

HEICEHEBRE TS, VMGR-15208EK 8, SEEMF v NIVOEELIZZDAANVMIE =D
DREEEFRHS2ADFHIEHASNL., SEEMFIEDREHREEHEHBEERF L.
BH:FIEYR-TvVER
U.S. Marines and Iwakuni locals pose together for a group picture during a community
relations event at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Sept. 18, 2023. The station chapel
hosted a community relations event with three local orphanages in which 82 children were
provided the opportunity to interact with both U.S. aircraft and the stations fire department.
Photo by Lance Cpl. David Getz
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U.S. Marines with Marine Aerial Refueler Transport Squadron (VMGR) 152, Marine Aircraft
Group 12, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing give a tour of the Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni
flightline to children from a local orphanage during a community relations event at MCAS
Iwakuni, Japan, Nov. 4, 2024. Photo by Lance Cpl. Rylan Adcock
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U.S. Marines with Marine Aerial Refueler Transport Squadron (VMGR) 152, 1st Marine Aircraft
Wing, alongside Philippine military and coast guard service members palletize Department
of Social Welfare and Development family food packs in preparation for transportation

at Villamor Airbase, Pasay City, Philippines, Feb. 11, 2024, for the disaster relief mission in
Mindanao. Photo by Cpl. Alora Finigan
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U.S. Marines with Marine Aerial Refueler Transport Squadron 152, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing,
unload equipment from a KC-130J Super Hercules aircraft in preparation to transport
Department of Social Welfare and Development family food packs at Villamor Airbase,
Philippines, Feb. 11, 2024. Photo by Sgt. Savannah Mesimer
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