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“Kintai” is the quarterly magazine issued
by Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni,
for the local Japanese in Iwakuni City,
to highlight MCAS Iwakuni's roles

and obligations under the Treaty of
Mutual Cooperation and Security. This
publication is authorized by the United
States Marine Corps, however, it may
not always reflect the official views or
opinions of the U.S. government or the
U.S. Department of Defense.
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Preschool students listen to U.S. Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Colin Thibault,

a combat videographer with Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, read a story during a community
relations event at Ekimae Hoikuen in Iwakuni, August 8, 2024. Volunteers

from MCAS Iwakuni visit local preschools in Iwakuni to foster a healthy and

positive relationship between base personnel and the local community.

Photo by Lance Cpl. David Getz
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.S. Marines from Marine

Corps Air Station Iwakuni
trained in crash, damage or
disabled aircraft recovery training
also known as CDDAR training
at Hill Air Force Base, Utah, from
Sept. 16 to 20, 2024. This training
gave Marines who specilize in
aircraft rescue and firefighting the
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opportunity to practice CDDAR

and controlled fire training. The

ARFTF personnel were able to refine

their emergency response skills,

improve readiness and amplify

their effectiveness during flight

operations. The insights gained

will help enhance safety protocols g

and reinforce the Marine Corps’ - - e SRS, R

operational readiness. fo. BH FAE——ZEH
s simulate a C-130 fire &Tmng the crash damaged/dlsabled
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U.S. Marines Corps Cpl. Jared Brown, an Exp
Japan, and Staff Sgt. Johnathan Vance, the 2
California, pose for a photo during the cr.

; 2024. Photo by 55gt. Lance Cpl. Micah Ta
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H11H. Kifgepos EnZe 9.1 EMH A T On the morning of September 11, 2024, members
DN, 200149 A 11 HOAERIN 2 HokFIT K-> THTE of the MCAS Iwakuni community gathered
IC7E>Te NR 728U, ZF DB 2 0 T NRICHUEZ &KL for a 9/11 memorial ceremony to honor all those who
Teo B MHHICHEZ 1 1RIHERZATYTIVAT T 754, lost their lives or were affected by the tragic events
IR E N Tz, o E ST 2 R (ARFF) A 9% on September 11, 2001. Following the memorial
CDATTIT74LIE 2001 F9H 11 HICELA-72343 A ceremony, MCAS Iwakuni held the 11th Annual Stair
OB L2 BN T 5 OICHETRMEEIN TS, 2M#E7H  Climb, hosted by Aircraft Rescue and Firefighting, to

L HRE S 2 — Ii)]/@‘//f/ﬁ?‘—c‘iﬂb 110B%77  honor the 343 firefighters who died on September 11,
FEER 2Tz, 2001. Participants climbed 110 floors to represent the

GE: Y27 R 110 floors of the World Trade Center's Twin Towers.
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Photos by Lance Cpl. Colin Thibault
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JASDF Senior Enlisted
Leaders Visit MCAS Iwakuni

enior enlisted members of the Japan Air Self-

Defense Force visited Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan to talk with senior enlisted leaders
in order to foster a stronger relationship between the
U.S. and Japan, Aug. 28, 2024. During their visit they
toured the air station and were given a brief on the
operational capabilities of the air station.

Photos by Cpl. Brian Long
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elf-Defense Force Maj. Gen. Takeshi Imamura, the commanding general of
s to the brief dunnﬁ tour of MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, August 22, 2024.
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CG of the 13th Brigade Visit

MCAS Iwakuni

apan Ground Self Defense Force (JGSDF) Maj.
Gen. Takeshi Imamura, the commanding officer
of the 13th Brigade visited Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan, Aug. 22, 2024. During Maj. Gen.
Imamura's visit he spoke with station leadership
to develop a better understanding of operational
capabilities as well as the role of the JGSDF in future

operations on the air station.

Photos by Sgt. Isaac Orozco
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A child hugs Sparky, the National Fire P
MCAS Iwakurri, Japan, Oct. 10, 2024.

Iwakuni Japanese American Society, speak to a member of the MCAS Iwakuni community about
an upcoming Halloween celebration during a fall festival at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, Oct. 10, 2024.
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“the Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni Food Pantry sits in the hallway
t MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, Oct. 10, 2024. i
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A child poses for a photo M;hf;‘vbli_;hteer dressed as a dragon during a fall festival at MCAS
Iwakuni, Japan, Oct. 10, 2024.
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Fall Festival at MCAS Iwakuni

he fall festival was hosted by the Marine Corps

Air Station Iwakuni American Red Cross, Navy
Marine Corps Relief Society, Japanese American
Society, Fire and Emergency Services, the food pantry,
and the Exceptional Family Members Program at
MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, Oct. 10, 2024. The festival
included games, snacks, and prizes for participants
to enjoy while learning about programs offered at the
community support center.

Photos by Sgt. Calah Thompson
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during a fall festival at

VhELTE5oT:

Noriko Narusaka, right, a volunteer with the Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni Japanese
fter getting her

American Society, right, writes a child's name in Japanese during a fall festival at MCAS
Iwakuni, Japan, Oct. 10, 2024.
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A child waves at Sparky, the National Fire Protection
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The seal for the Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni Japanese American Society is displayed on
a desk with other Fall decorations during a fall festival at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, Oct. 10, 2024. 'at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, Oct. 10, 2024. e
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THROWBACK TO TORIl TELLER

Feburary 18, 2000 Vol. 45, No. 6

Torii Teller was the weekly newsletter published at MCAS
Iwakuni from the 1950’ to 2005.

Feature

Corporal Mareo Avila, MWSS-171 heary equipment
mueschonic . helps set up one of the more than 30

tents theat would house Marines and Sailors during
the week long exercise.

by LCpl. Kurt Fredrickson
Torli Teller Stafl

It i= an ¢ovironment
where starched uniforms
cense o exist, spit-shined
boots are a dull memaory,
and the wind and cold
compete to break you
down. The field. whether
It is in Korea or at Penny
Lake, contimually proves (o
b a chiallenge.

More than 300 Marines
ancd Sajlors rom MWs5-
171 went to the feld Jan.
d=1 1 to complete the
annual Marine Coambat
Reidiress Evaluation
System al Penny Lake feld

The Marines were
evaluated in the areas of
enginecring. Muclear.,
Beological and Chemical
defense and decontamina-
o, mcdor iranspsort
convoy Gperations and
refusking procedures,

The MCRES 15 an
evaluation to see If we can
take care of

Garcia. MWSS-171 leld
exerclsccamp comman-
dant.

Areas inspected received
wery good reports, accord-
Ingt o Crareia. ~The inspec-
tors said they had not seen
o more motivated crosd
than the Marines of 171,
she said.

Muarines froom many
different military oceupa-
tonal specialties joined
together to support differ-
ent contingencies such as
the security force that
guarded tlwe convay.

“1 leel it's a good thing
because you don't Know
wihor you're golng o war
with.” said LCpl. Tory
Threadgill. MWSS-171
heavy equipment aperatar.
“We might as well get used
to training with everyone.”

Marines” NBC training
put them in all four levela
of Mission-Oriented

Protective Posture gear over

athree-day period.

Other training sce-
narkos included condiet of
law andd order an internal
camp fights, fuel spills. a
mrack lire amd o ricd by
!I!l.u:l.gr_'.-' re rI.IE'I'.'\l'!!f. tryinglo
gl awccess o the camp al
||IgI|L Marines had the
chance o use foree o
restrain those who Became
hostile during the riot,
The crash crew P-19 truck
sprayed down the rioting
crowd in the 30-degree
night air with its roof
o bed hose.

With temperalures in
Bl 205" and 0% andd a
snowiall of more than 2
tnches, Marines b o
prepare lor Lhe cold.

“They received cobd
weather training before we
went oul there.” sadd
Garcia, “The first few days
it was cobd, and the
Marines were 1 L'L'lﬂ_',l' Lo _w.'l
[ll.l:llgﬂ- gﬁ]ltg Morake was
high. and I think the young
Marines had a good time.™FF

oursehves at
war,” said 2ned
Lt. Tashanna

Marines from MWSS5-171. take cover during a simulated air attack
Jan. & Reallsm was a key part of the trainfng.

6 Toridi Teller Feb. 15, 2000

Hospitalman Jesee Wood, MWS5-1 71 field corpsman, uses an apple to show
Cpl. John Sherman [right), MWS5-171 emberk NCO for engineers division,
and Hospitalman 3rd Class Eric Ottenbr,. MWSS-171 field corpsman, the
techniques of inserting a needle when giving shots Feb. 8.

podis Ts LU Kar) Feedrsism
Corporal Anthony Chavarria, MWSS-171 supply warehouse clerk, walks past
concerting wire and terts that make up a portion of the MWSS5-171 field camp.

Taorii Teller Feb, 18, 2000 7

BHE L —BRICRSIROMBHEP. BEFEPBERZNEIST VMERETS
MWSS-171, ERERLT ORIV -TESER RETN 7 ME30L EIERAT,

BEET: 1880, JIRDOERRTETH AR T MWSS-171DBERE, ZOFIRTIE.
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T AT Lo ZINUTAEGE T DI 2 HIC D 72 > ThRAZ ZRARBRTS BN 2N L.
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%
Educational Exchange and Dialogue(SEED) project) | T2
TT—L%95. BROFERS,
Students of Matthew C. Perry High School and local
Japanese high school students play a picture guessing
game during the Student Educational Exchange and
Dialogue (SEED) Project 2024-2025 at Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni, Japan, Sept. 8, 2024.

£ AR E ERAR DI EC
Educational Exchange and Dialogue(SEED) project) ICTE &
ERME TS, 71— C-N)—FROEEB,
Culinary students of Matthew C. Perry High School serve
lunch during the Student Educational Exchange and
Dialogue (SEED) Project 2024-2025 at Marine Corps Air
Station lwakuni, Japan, Sept. 8, 2024.
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Cultural Exchange:

Local Students Plant
SEEDs of Friendship

alogue(SEED) project) | TRRZ— & —H&l /R I, BXDFERS,

Students and local Japanese high
school students create a poster toge the Student Educational
Exch and Dialogue (SEED) Project 2024- Marine Corps Air

Statiol

i, Japan, Sept. 8, 2024.

2024 Winter

i &
ROEHEDfHDTOI T RY2—C-RY—/\A.
EETHEART IS 70V (StudentEd chang
i‘ —2avDORNBEEZS. feb.
e Students of Matthew C. Perry High Schoo
presentation during the Student Edu
2025 at Marine Corps Air Station lwaki

apanese and American students gathered together at Matthew
C. Perry High School for the Student Educational Exchange and
Dialogue (SEED) Project 2024-2025, Sept. 8, 2024.

SEED is a youth cultural exchange program organized by Japan’s
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the U.S. Department of Defense Education
Activity which allows Japanese and American students to participate in
two days of hands-on activities designed to foster diverse perspectives,
promote mutual understanding, bridge language barriers, and build
problem-solving skills.
Photos by Lance Cpl. Colin Thibault

feDZ7 O/ b (Student Educational Exchange and
Dialogue(SEED) project) 1|cBNY e, ¥1—-C-NU—
INARI— VBB L BERDFETS,

Local Japanese high school students walk into Matthew

C. Perry High School during the Student Educational
Exchange and Dialogue (SEED) Project 2024-2025 at Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Sept. 8, 2024.

Educational Exchange and Dialogue(SEED) project) | T—#&
IcieE < BRDFERS,

Students of Matthew C. Perry High School and local Japanese
high school students draw together during the Student
Educational Exchange and Dialogue (SEED) Project 2024-2025
at Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan, Sept. 8, 2024.
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Modern Day Mermaid

Jennifer Ayers

Aquatics Director and Swim Survival Skill Master Trainer

Story by Lance Cpl. Micah Taylor
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Faces of IWAKUNI:
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In 2023, it was recorded that 27 Marines
and sailors lost their lives due to
preventable off duty mishaps. On Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Jennifer Ayers,

the aquatics director and swim survival skill
master trainer, is on a mission to help change
these statistics for the better. Finding ways to
improve the service members' confidence and
proficiency in the water is a crucial part of the
Naval service expectation. Learning how to
stay calm in instances of high stress and being
confident in the water are crucial aspects of an
amphibious fighting force.

Jennifer Ayers, started her aquatic journey
at the age of nine, being mentored by her
neighbor, William “Bill” King, the head
coach for the College of Charleston’s swim
team. By the age of 16, she was instructing
her peers and many other members of her
community. “I've watched kids go from small
children to members of our swim team, to
becoming coaches themselves,” said Ayers,
“but mentoring everyone and being able to find
so much joy in it helped me find my ‘ikigai’.”

In Japan, there is a concept that describes
when people search for their purpose, whether
through fulfillment in work, building a family,
or finding a hobby that brings them peace —
that is their Ikigai. This concept encourages
people to discover what truly matters to them
and live a life filled with purpose and joy.

“Before I moved here, I was in charge of four
pools in the City of Charleston’s recreation
department, in four very different parts of
town," said Ayers, “each of them of wildly
different demographics.” While she had a
great passion for instructing and being able to
positively impact people's lives, Ayers craved
something more.

During this part of her life, Jennifer
decided to broaden her horizons by considering
opportunities in other places, even considering
opening her own swim academy so that she
could continue to pursue her passion. But deep
down, she knew that wasn’t what she wanted. “I
even considered becoming a traveling trainer for
a professional swim organization,” said Ayers.

Jennifer was later approached by one of
her colleagues who brought up the idea of
moving to Japan and taking over the position
of Aquatics Director for the Marine Corps
Community Services in Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni. Initially, she was nervous,
thinking this idea was absurd. “I have a
family; I can’t move to Japan. It is a very
flattering offer, but I am not moving to Japan,”
said Ayers. Little did she know that suggestion
would affect her life forever.
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Ayers always had a fascination with
Japanese culture. “I studied a lot about
the culture and wanted to experience these
things firsthand,” Ayers confessed. After some
thought, she applied for the position and
decided to come to Japan.

“I think that the years of aquatic experience
I've gained throughout my life could be used for
something greater,” said Ayers, “even if it’s only
helping a few people become more comfortable
in the pool”. But coming to Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni would come with its own set of
challenges that she would soon encounter.

Within her first month aboard the air
station, she observed three iterations of
the Marine Corps Water Survival Training
(MCWST) and knew there needed to be
a change. She was shocked to see the
Marines’ lack of experience and decided that
introducing swim clinics to assist service
members would be her next mission. “In
July of 2023, we started hosting weekly
swim clinics, specifically to help active-duty
service members improve their swimming
abilities. Headquarters Marine Corps got
word of what we were doing out here and were
ecstatic to implement it as a core part in the
organization's training,” said Ayers.

2024 %

Faces of IWAKUNI:

2024 Winter

Committed to her goal of improving the
‘survival’ portion of the MCWST program,
Ayers traveled from MCAS Iwakuni to Marine
Corps Base Camp Lejeune in Jacksonville,
North Carolina to discuss the development
and implementation of the Swim Survival
Skills Training (S3T), in addition to gaining
her master trainer certification. S3T is a
progressive swimming skill course designed to
increase Marines’ familiarity with the water
and reduce accidental drownings.

“For me, the greatest satisfaction is to
share the knowledge and experience that
I've gained with service members and their
families,” said Ayers.
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The Impact Iwakuni award was created to recognize those who contribute to our community and improve the livelihood of

dependents, contractors, and service members alike and aboard Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan.
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AT2 Alejandro Palos supported the air station
with over 750 hours of volunteer time by
teaching children of military members
Spanish, teaching disaster preparedness,
leading seven garage clean-ups across
Iwakuni, assisting the chapel by teaching

local Japanese children English, and raising
$6,000 for the Navy ball.
Photos by Cpl. Brian Long

U.S. Navy Petty Officer 2nd class Alejandro
Palos, /eft, an aviation electronics technician
with Aircraft Intermediate Maintenance
Detachment Iwakuni, left, receives the warrant
for the Impact Iwakuni award by U.S. Marine
Corps Col. Richard Rusnok, right, on MCAS
Iwakuni, Japan, Sept. 19, 2024.

5 i 5
U.S. Navy Petty Officer 2nd class Alejandro
Palos, center, an aviation electronics
technician with Aircraft Intermediate
Maintenance Detachment Iwakuni, center,
poses for a photo with his friends at MCAS
Iwakuni, Japan, Sept. 19, 2024.
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Lisa Boline assists MCAS Iwakuni residents
in preparedness training, providing
military families and service members with
support through the American Red Cross.
In addition to providing newcomers with
information and resources, she is a staple
at many events held at MCAS Iwakuni and
can be seen happily interacting with the

community and making a difference.
Photos by GySat. Mi

Ms. Lisa Boline, center, poses for a photo
with U.S. Marine Corps Col. Richard Rusnok,
right, and U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Maj. Jody
Armentrout, /eft, following the August 2024
Impact lwakuni award presentation, at
MCAS Iwakuni.
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Ms. Lisa Boline, center, poses for a photo
with her friends, following the August 2024
Impact lwakuni award presentation, at
MCAS Iwakuni.
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Rebekah has been the Girl Scout Community
Chairwoman for the past couple years,
working with four troops with girls on the air
station. She has spent countless hours guiding
the MCAS Iwakuni Girl Scouts and giving them
opportunities to be more involved in the
Iwakuni community by arranging activities off-
base and with the local Japanese Girl Scouts.
Photos by Cpl. Brian Long
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Mrs. Rebekah Henry, center, poses for a
photo with Col. Richard Rusnok, /eft, and Sgt.
Maj. Jody G. Armentrout, right, following

the September 2024 Impact Iwakuni award
presentation, at MCAS Iwakuni, Oct. 17, 2024.

Mrs. Rebekah Henry, center, poses for a
photo with her family and friends following
the September 2024 Impact Iwakuni award
presentation, at MCAS Iwakuni, Oct. 17,
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MWSS-171 CBRN DEFENSE

On August 21, 2013, the
normal sounds of a Syrian
summer night was interrupted

by the whistling of soaring
projectiles that were followed by
not explosions, but silence. In
minutes, the night was filled with
coughs and gasps from residents
in the city eventually evolving to
screams of terror. An odorless and
colorless cloud of sarin, a nerve
agent, blanketed the city of Ghouta,
Syria. This attack, ordered by the
Syrian President, Bashar al-Assad,
killed over 1,400 Syrians with

no discrimination between men,
women, or children.

Specified in the Chemical
Weapons Convention, a
multilateral treaty with 193 parties
who have ratified or acceded to the
convention, the use of chemical
weapons 1s banned. However, this
agreement does not eliminate the
possibility of its use.

In April 1996, General Charles
Krulak, the 31st commandant of the
U.S. Marine Corps, activated the
Chemical Biological Incident Response
Force to counter the use of chemical,
biological, radiological, nuclear
(CBRN), or high-yield explosive
weapons. In modern day, these
Marines are known as CBRN Defense
Specialists. Their job is to remove the
threat of CBRN related events, train
their units on gear confidence and
general CBRN knowledge.
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Story and photos by Sgt. Phuchung Nguyen

At Marine Corps Air Station
(MCAS) Iwakuni, Japan, the
resident CBRN experts are assigned
to Marine Wing Support Squadron
(MWSS) 171. Led by Chief Warrant
Officer 3 Mikel Roberts, the CBRN
defense officer, MWSS-171 support
company commander, and a native of
New Mexico, and Staff Sgt. Antonio
Carbajal, the MWSS-171 CBRN
chief and a native of California, the
installation’s personnel are trained
yearly to ensure readiness around
the air station and are also given the
opportunity to train with the CBRN
defense team.

“We train Marines to ensure
they can understand how to protect
themselves in the event they are
exposed to a CBRN event,” Carbajal
explains. “Units are required to do
their job, but they must be able to do
it under CBRN conditions as well.”

“This theater is surrounded by
some very interesting characters,”
said Roberts. “Just having a
presence here and demonstrating
our training is a deterrent for any
future engagements.”

For the fiscal year gas chamber
training required of all Marines,
the MWSS-171 CBRN defense team
splits the training into two main
portions, individual survival skills
and individual protective equipment
confidence exercise (IPECE).

The individual survival skills
portion covers 17 essential skills to

survive in a CBRN incident. These
can be generalized to identification,
equipment nomenclature and
information, basic bodily functions
and required activities with protective
gear, aid with protective gear, gear
swapping, and decontamination.

IPECE places service members in
a controlled environment where they
are exposed to CS gas, a commonly
used tear gas, to establish trust in
their gear and understand how to
utilize it in a CBRN environment.

“CBRN is important because it
1s not a common hazard that people
deal with. Once an event takes place,
it takes over everything,” Roberts
says. “Having people with resident
knowledge on how to deal with
those situations helps commands
understand how to prepare their unit
and what is going to be needed when
they are exposed to a CBRN agent.”

With how important CBRN
defense readiness is, it is essential for
the CBRN Marines of MWSS-171, the
only CBRN team on mainland Japan,
to teach and ensure that all service
members are properly informed
during every training iteration.

“It’s our job to not only be able to
teach this material well but also to
do it in a way that makes it stick to
both the highest level and lowest
level,” Carbajal describes. “If you're
not charismatic or you can’t teach
then it becomes an issue.”

Even though platform instruction
nor general instruction is not taught
at the military occupational school for
CBRN Marines, it is a significant part
of their job. However, the confidence
the Marines show while instructing is
one demonstration of the adaptability
and skills of a CBRN Marine.

Many of the countries around the
world possess CBRN capabilities and
the Chemical Weapons Convention
cannot guarantee its absence in
all events. The reality is, there are
CBRN situations all over the world
occurring more often than what is on
mainstream media. Understanding
the possibility that it may happen
emphasizes the importance of being
ready, at any moment, to use the
skills taught from all training in
support of the Marine Corps, the
United States, and its allies.
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